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the dangers of drug use and encouraged 
them to lead productive, drug-free, and vio-
lence-free lives. Police officers and all those 
involved in D.A.R.E. help save lives by open-
ing the lines of communication between law 
enforcement and our young people to better 
enable them to make the right choices. In 
a culture in which bad influences and temp-
tations are all too present, these soldiers in 
the armies of compassion are fostering a cul-
ture of responsibility among young people. 

My Administration will continue to stand 
with families and communities to combat the 
dangers of drugs and violence. In my State 
of the Union Address, I announced a new 
initiative called Helping America’s Youth to 
help ensure a successful future for young 
Americans. Led by First Lady Laura Bush, 
this initiative is educating parents and com-
munities on the importance of positive youth 
development and is supporting organizations, 
including faith-based and community groups, 
who are helping young people to overcome 
the risks they face. We also support random 
student drug testing as a prevention tool, and 
we are helping educate young people about 
the dangers of illicit drug use through the 
National Youth Anti-Drug Media Campaign 
and Drug-Free Communities Program. 

The decisions our children make today will 
affect their health and character for the rest 
of their lives. By giving them the tools they 
need to make the right choices, D.A.R.E. 
programs help prepare our Nation’s young 
people for the promising future our Nation 
holds for each of them. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim April 14, 2005, 
as National D.A.R.E. Day. I call upon Ameri-
cans, particularly our youth, to help fight 
drug use in our communities, and I urge our 
citizens to show their appreciation for the law 
enforcement officials, volunteers, teachers, 
health care professionals, and all those who 
dedicate themselves to helping our children 
avoid drugs and violence. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fifth day of April, in the year 
of our Lord two thousand five, and of the 

Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:54 a.m., April 6, 2005] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on April 7.

Proclamation 7884—Cancer Control 
Month, 2005
April 5, 2005

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
We are making great gains in the fight 

against cancer. Advances in prevention, early 
detection, and treatment are reducing cancer 
rates and increasing the likelihood of survival. 
Despite this progress, cancer remains the 
second leading cause of death in America. 
During Cancer Control Month, we continue 
to work to learn more about cancer preven-
tion and detection, promote efforts to find 
better treatments and a cure, and support 
cancer patients, survivors, and their families. 

A healthy lifestyle can lower the risk of 
developing certain types of cancer. This year, 
the Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices released new Dietary Guidelines for 
Americans 2005, which emphasize reducing 
caloric intake, eating healthy foods, and in-
creasing physical activity. I encourage all 
Americans to follow these guidelines, to use 
sunscreen and limit exposure to the sun, and 
to avoid tobacco and alcohol abuse. I also 
urge citizens to talk with their doctors about 
their cancer risk and to get regular check-
ups and preventive screenings. Detecting 
cancer early increases survival rates and saves 
lives. 

There are nearly 9.8 million cancer sur-
vivors in the United States today because of 
advances in health care. Aggressive funding 
will lead scientists to earlier diagnoses and 
improved treatments for lung, colorectal, and 
other cancers. My Administration proposed 
more than $5.6 billion for cancer prevention, 
treatment, and research through the National 
Institutes of Health in my fiscal year 2006 
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budget. These funds will help scientists learn 
more about this devastating disease and offer 
new hope for countless Americans and their 
families. 

As we observe this month, we honor can-
cer survivors for their inspiring examples of 
courage, steadfast strength, and willingness 
to share their stories and experiences with 
others. We recognize the families, friends, 
and loved ones who support and encourage 
those living with cancer. And we remain 
grateful to our scientists and medical profes-
sionals, who make America’s health care sys-
tem the best in the world. Together, we can 
help all our citizens live healthier, longer 
lives. 

In 1938, the Congress of the United States 
passed a joint resolution (52 Stat. 148; 36 
U.S.C. 103) as amended, requesting the 
President to issue an annual proclamation 
declaring April as ‘‘Cancer Control Month.’’

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim April 2005 as Cancer 
Control Month. I encourage citizens, govern-
ment agencies, private businesses, nonprofit 
organizations, and other interested groups to 
join in activities that raise awareness about 
how all Americans can prevent and control 
cancer. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fifth day of April, in the year 
of our Lord two thousand five, and of the 
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., April 7, 2005] 

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on April 6, and it was 
published in the Federal Register on April 8.

Statement on the Election of the 
Presidency Council of the Iraqi 
Transitional Government 
April 6, 2005

Iraq’s Transitional National Assembly took 
a momentous step forward in Iraq’s transition 
to democracy today, voting by an over-
whelming majority to elect the Presidency 

Council of the Iraqi Transitional Govern-
ment. 

I congratulate Iraq’s next President, Jalal 
Talabani, and its next Deputy Presidents, 
Adil Abd al-Mahdi and Ghazi al-Ujayl al-
Yawr, on this historic occasion. These indi-
viduals will be formally sworn in tomorrow 
and will move quickly to name a Prime Min-
ister who will work during the coming days 
to select a Council of Ministers. The new 
Iraqi Government will then begin its impor-
tant work of writing a new constitution, con-
tinuing to train Iraqi security forces, deliv-
ering basic services, and advancing Iraq’s 
transformation from dictatorship to democ-
racy. 

The Iraqi people have shown their com-
mitment to democracy, and we, in turn, are 
committed to Iraq. We look forward to work-
ing with this new Government, and we con-
gratulate all Iraqis on this historic day.

Statement on the Death of Prince 
Rainier III of Monaco 
April 6, 2005

Laura and I join Americans across the 
country in mourning the loss of His Serene 
Highness Prince Rainier III of Monaco. He 
will be remembered as a respected leader 
who secured the prosperity of Monaco’s peo-
ple. Monaco and the United States have long 
had a special bond of friendship. We extend 
our deepest condolences to His Serene High-
ness Prince Albert, to the Grimaldi family, 
and to all the people of Monaco.

Interview With Reporters Aboard 
Air Force One 
April 8, 2005

Pope John Paul II’s Funeral 
The President. Listen, were you there in 

person? 
Q. Yes. 
The President. One, I’m really glad I 

came. There was never any question I would 
come. Last night we hosted a reception at 
the Embassy for many of the leaders of the 
Catholic Church at home, and they were very 
grateful that I came and Laura came and 
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