Week Ending Friday, April 22, 2005

Proclamation 7887—National Park
Week, 2005

April 15,2005

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

America’s system of national parks is dedi-
cated to protecting our resources and pre-
serving our cultural and natural treasures.
During National Park Week, we celebrate
these places and those who work to support
and maintain them. This year’s National Park
Week theme, “National Parks: America’s Gift
to the World,” reminds us that our country’s
parks serve as tributes to our Nation’s history
that are enjoyed by visitors from around the
globe.

My Administration is dedicated to ensur-
ing that our national parks remain a source
of pride for our citizens, and we are expand-
ing our ability to protect America’s historical
and natural wonders. By insisting upon man-
agement excellence, the National Park Serv-
ice is ensuring that the most vital mainte-
nance and conservation needs of our parks
are met and that resources are spent where
they are needed the most.

As we observe National Park Week, we
recognize the vital contributions of National
Park Service employees and volunteers.
These dedicated men and women manage
nearly 400 areas, covering more than 84 mil-
lion acres in 49 states. Together with the
140,000 volunteers who donated over 5 mil-
lion hours to these sites last year, National
Park Service employees ensure that our Na-
tional Parks are safe and enjoyable places
where visitors can experience America.

America’s national parks reflect our com-
mitment to protect the land that God has
entrusted to our care and to mark the mile-
stones that have made us a better Nation.
In being good stewards of these treasures,

we maintain the legacy of our country for
future generations.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 18 through
April 24, 2005, as National Park Week. I call
upon the people of the United States to join
me in recognizing the importance of our na-
tional parks and to learn more about these
places of beauty, their cultural and historical
significance, and the many ways citizens can
volunteer to protect and conserve these pre-
cious national resources.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fifteenth day of April, in the
year of our Lord two thousand five, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-ninth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., April 19, 2005]

NoTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on April 20. This item was not
received in time for inclusion in the appropriate
issue.

The President’s Radio Address
April 16, 2005

Good morning. American families and
small businesses across the country are feel-
ing the pinch from rising gas prices. If you're
trying to meet a family budget or a payroll,
even a small change at the pump can have
a big impact.

America’s prosperity depends on reliable,
affordable, and secure sources of energy.
And today, our energy needs are growing
faster than our domestic sources are able to
provide. Demand for electricity has grown
more than 17 percent in the past decade
while our transmission ability lags behind.
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