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I do appreciate the cooperation—I was
asked at a press conference by a member
of our press corps about Iran, and I felt like
the cooperation—the question, basically,
seemed like to me to suggest that the Rus-
sians were at odds with what the United
States, France, Germany, and Great Britain
are doing. I don’t view it that way. I view
it quite in concert with, because Russia has
made it clear that the Iranians should not
be in a position to enrich uranium. And what
they have suggested is that the Iranians take
enriched uranium from Russia, use it in a
civilian nuclear powerplant to develop
power, and that Russia would then pick up
the spent fuel rods. To me, that’s very con-
structive, and I thought it was a constructive
suggestion. It just goes to show that Russia
is a player in the world scene and was willing
to make a constructive suggestion on a very
difficult issue that we’re all working to try
to achieve in a peaceful way, through diplo-
matic means.

Listen, thank you all for coming. I'm look-
ing forward to the trip. I hope you got that
sense, at least, from the conversation. I'm en-
thusiastic about traveling to countries. I look
forward to, as best as a President is able to
do, getting a sense of the people. And again,
I look forward to meeting the leaders. I'm
really looking forward to meeting—seeing
Her Majesty as well. Thanks.

NOTE: The interview began at 10:23 a.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House and was em-
bargoed by the Office of the Press Secretary until
10 p.m. In his remarks, the President referred to
President Vladimir Putin of Russia; President
Mikheil Saakashvili of Georgia; President Alek-
sandr Lukashenko of Belarus; Gen. Wojciech
Jaruzelski, former Prime Minister of Poland;
President Vaira Vike-Freiberga of Latvia; movie
producer Theo van Gogh, who was murdered in
Amsterdam on November 2, 2004; Abu Faraj al-
Libbi, senior Al Qaida associate arrested in Paki-
stan on April 30; and Queen Beatrix of the Neth-
erlands. He also referred to FARC, the Revolu-
tionary Armed Forces of Colombia. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of this
interview.
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Proclamation 7897—Mother’s Day,
2005

May 5, 2005

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

On Mother’s Day, we pay tribute to the
extraordinary women whose guidance and
unconditional love shape our lives and our
future. Motherhood often allows little time
for rest. As President Theodore Roosevelt
said of the American mother in 1905, “Upon
her time and strength, demands are made
not only every hour of the day but often every
hour of the night.” President Roosevelt’s
words ring as true today as they did 100 years
ago.

The hard, perpetual work of motherhood
shows us that a single soul can make a dif-
ference in a young person’s future. As
sources of hope, stability, and love, mothers
teach young people to honor the values that
sustain a free society. By raising children to
be responsible citizens, mothers serve a
cause larger than themselves and strengthen
communities across our great Nation.

Mothers are tireless advocates for chil-
dren. In our schools, mothers help to ensure
that every child reaches his or her full poten-
tial. In our communities, they set an example
by reaching out to those who are lost and
offering love to those who hurt. A mother’s
caring presence helps children to resist peer
pressure, focus on making the right choices,
and realize their promise and potential.

In an hour of testing, one person can show
the compassion and character of a whole
country. In supporting their sons and daugh-
ters as they grow and learn, mothers bring
care and hope into others’” lives and make
our Nation a more just, compassionate, and
loving place.

The Congress, by a joint resolution ap-
proved May 8, 1914, as amended (38 Stat.
770), has designated the second Sunday in
May each year as “Mother’s Day” and has
requested the President to call for its appro-
priate observance. It is my honor to do so.
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May God bless mothers across our great land
on this special day.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim May 8, 2005, as Mother’s
Day. I encourage all Americans to express
their love, appreciation, and admiration to
mothers for making a difference in the lives
of their children, families, and communities.
I also call upon citizens to observe this day
with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and
activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fifth day of May, in the year
of our Lord two thousand five, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-ninth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., May 6, 2005]

NoTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on May 9.

Proclamation 7898—Jewish Heritage
Week, 2005

May 5, 2005

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

During Jewish Heritage Week, we cele-
brate and honor Jewish Americans for their
contributions to this country and for helping
to shape our national character.

The story of the Jewish people reflects the
triumph of faith, the importance of family,
and the power of hope. Through inspiring
stories of personal sacrifice and survival, the
Jewish people have demonstrated unyielding
trust in a loving God and enduring faith in
human freedom.

America is stronger and more hopeful be-
cause of the industry, talent, and imagination
of Jewish Americans from around the world.
Their commitment to excellence in science,
public service, law, athletics, literature, and
countless other fields has enriched our Na-
tion and enhanced our culture. Through
strong ties to family and community, Jewish
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Americans reflect a compassionate spirit and
set a positive example for others.

We are also grateful for their legacy of self-
less service to our country. As our troops de-
fend liberty and justice abroad, we recognize
Jewish Americans who have answered the
call to help keep our Nation secure and build
a more peaceful world. Their personal cour-
age, love of country, and devotion to duty
are helping to bring freedom and hope to
millions who had previously lived under tyr-
anny.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim May 8 through
May 15, 2005, as Jewish Heritage Week.

I urge all Americans to celebrate the con-
tributions of Jewish Americans to our Nation
and observe this week with appropriate pro-
grams and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fifth day of May, in the year
of our Lord two thousand five, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-ninth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., May 9, 2005]

NoTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on May 10.

Notice—Continuation of the
National Emergency Blocking
Property of Certain Persons and
Prohibiting the Export of Certain
Goods to Syria

May 5, 2005

On May 11, 2004, pursuant to my authority
under the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701-1706)
and the Syria Accountability and Lebanese
Sovereignty Restoration Act of 2003 (Public
Law 108-175), I issued Executive Order
13338 in which I declared a national emer-
gency blocking the property of certain per-
sons and prohibiting the exportation or re-
exportation of certain goods to Syria. I took



