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United States, the national emergency de-
clared on May 20, 1997, and the measures
adopted on that date to deal with that emer-
gency must continue in effect beyond May
20, 2005. Therefore, in accordance with sec-
tion 202(d) of the National Emergencies Act
(50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am continuing for 1
year the national emergency with respect to
Burma. This notice shall be published in the
Federal Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress.

George W. Bush

The White House,
May 17, 2005.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:29 a.m., May 17, 2005]

NoOTE: This notice was published in the Federal
Register on May 18.

Message to the Congress on
Continuation of the National
Emergency With Respect to Burma

May 17, 2005

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. I have sent the enclosed notice to
the Federal Register for publication, which
states that the Burma emergency is to con-
tinue beyond May 20, 2005. The most recent
notice continuing this emergency was pub-
lished in the Federal Register on May 19,
2004 (69 FR 29041).

The crisis between the United States and
Burma arising from the actions and policies
of the Government of Burma that led to the
declaration of a national emergency on May
20, 1997, has not been resolved. These ac-
tions and policies, including its policies of
committing large-scale repression of the
democratic opposition in Burma, are hostile
to U.S. interests and pose a continuing un-
usual and extraordinary threat to the national
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security and foreign policy of the United
States. For this reason, I have determined
that it is necessary to continue the national
emergency with respect to Burma and main-
tain in force the sanctions against Burma to
respond to this threat.

George W. Bush

The White House,
May 17, 2005,

Remarks at the Republican National
Committee Dinner

May 17, 2005

Thank you all very much. Thanks for com-
ing. Thanks for coming. Please be seated.
[Laughter] Thank you for the warm wel-
come. Thank you for supporting the Repub-
lican Party. I am proud to be here today to
not only offer my thanks but to remind you
that our party has a positive, hopeful, opti-
mistic vision for every single person who is
fortunate enough to be an American.

We are driving the debate on all key do-
mestic and foreign policy issues. Because of
our achievements, the American people see
the Republican Party as the party of reform
and optimism, the party of ideals and vision.
And one of the reasons I asked Ken
Mehlman to serve as the chairman of our
party is because he is a man of vision; he
is an idealistic soul. He is willing to take our
message to every neighborhood in the United
States of America. He did a fabulous job in
managing my campaign in 2004. I'm proud
to call him chairman of the Republican Party.

The Comedian in Chief—[laughter]—is
tied up, but she sends her love. Many of you
know Laura as a friend. I'm fortunate to
know her as a wife. She is a great mother
and a fabulous First Lady for the United
States. If you ever want to get a laugh, all
you have to do is poke fun at the President
and his mother. [Laughter]

I want to thank my Secretary of Interior;
Gale Norton is with us.

I want to thank the Members of Congress
who are here. I just had a chance to shake
hands with Leader Bill Frist, who’s doing a



