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NATO Headquarters-Sarajevo in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina 

Pursuant to the June 2004 decision made 
by NATO Heads of State and Government, 
and in accordance with U.N. Security Coun-
cil Resolution 1575 of November 22, 2004, 
NATO concluded its Stabilization Force 
(SFOR) operations in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina and established NATO Head-
quarters-Sarajevo to continue to assist in im-
plementing the Peace Agreement in conjunc-
tion with a newly established European 
Force (EUFOR). NATO Headquarters-Sara-
jevo, to which approximately 235 U.S. per-
sonnel are assigned, is, with EUFOR, the 
legal successor to SFOR. The principal tasks 
of NATO Headquarters-Sarajevo are pro-
viding advice on defense reform and per-
forming operational supporting tasks, such as 
counterterrorism and supporting the Inter-
national Criminal Tribunal for the Former 
Yugoslavia. 

I have directed the participation of U.S. 
Armed Forces in all of these operations pur-
suant to my constitutional authority to con-
duct U.S. foreign relations and as Com-
mander in Chief and Chief Executive. Offi-
cials of my Administration and I commu-
nicate regularly with the leadership and other 
Members of Congress with regard to these 
deployments, and we will continue to do so. 

Sincerely, 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis 
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
and Ted Stevens, President pro tempore of the 
Senate. This item was not received in time for 
publication in the appropriate issue. 

The President’s Radio Address 
May 21, 2005 

Good morning. Today I can report to you 
that we are making good progress in advanc-
ing the cause of freedom, defeating the 
forces of terror, and transforming our mili-
tary so we can meet the emerging threats 
of the 21st century. As I speak, Laura is in 
the Middle East to help advance the freedom 
agenda, and her message is a powerful one, 
that by working together for liberty, we will 

create a future of peace and opportunity for 
women and men worldwide. 

On Monday, I will meet Afghan President 
Hamid Karzai at the White House to discuss 
freedom’s remarkable progress in his nation. 
Afghanistan now has a constitution and an 
elected President, and its citizens will return 
to the polls this September to elect provincial 
councils in the lower house of the National 
Assembly. We’re helping Afghanistan’s elect-
ed government solidify these democratic 
gains and deliver real change. A nation that 
once knew only the terror of the Taliban is 
now seeing a rebirth of freedom, and we will 
help them succeed. 

Terrorists know that there is no room for 
them as freedom takes root in the broader 
Middle East, so they are fighting to stop its 
progress. But in recent weeks, we have dealt 
them a series of devastating blows. In Af-
ghanistan, we have brought to justice dozens 
of terrorists and insurgents. In Pakistan, one 
of Usama bin Laden’s senior terrorist leaders, 
a man named al-Libbi, was brought to jus-
tice. In Iraq, we captured two deputies of 
the terrorist Zarqawi, and our forces have 
killed or captured hundreds of terrorists and 
insurgents near the Syrian border. 

Our strategy is clear: We will fight the ter-
rorists abroad so we do not have to face them 
here at home. While some difficult days still 
lie ahead, these recent victories are making 
America safer and the world more secure. 

As we make progress against today’s en-
emies, we are also transforming our military 
to defeat the enemies we might face in the 
decades ahead. On Friday, I will speak to 
future leaders of our military who are grad-
uating from the U.S. Naval Academy about 
how we are making our Armed Forces faster, 
more agile, and more lethal. 

To deal with the emerging threats of the 
21st century, we are building a military that 
can deploy rapidly and deliver more fire-
power with fewer forward-deployed forces. 
However, much of our military is still de-
ployed in ways that reflect the threats of the 
cold war. So last summer, I announced a plan 
to reposition our forces over the next decade. 
This shift will bring home 60 to 70,000 uni-
formed personnel, while still maintaining a 
significant overseas presence. It will also 
allow us to reduce the stress on our military 
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families and make the best overall use of our 
resources. In the months and years ahead, 
we will continue to do what is necessary to 
prepare our Armed Forces to protect the 
American people in this new century. 

The war on terror continues, and we are 
making solid progress, but we must not be-
come complacent. We will continue to pur-
sue terrorists abroad. We will continue to 
support democratic change throughout the 
world, including in Afghanistan, Iraq, and the 
broader Middle East. And we will do what-
ever it takes to support our men and women 
in uniform and give them the tools they need 
to prevail. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:35 a.m. on 
May 20 in the Cabinet Room at the White House 
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on May 21. The tran-
script was made available by the Office of the 
Press Secretary on May 20 but was embargoed 
for release until the broadcast. In his remarks, the 
President referred to President Hamid Karzai of 
Afghanistan; Usama bin Laden, leader of the Al 
Qaida terrorist organization; Abu Faraj al-Libbi, 
senior Al Qaida associate arrested in Pakistan on 
April 30; and senior Al Qaida associate Abu Musab 
Al Zarqawi. The Office of the Press Secretary also 
released a Spanish language transcript of this ad-
dress. 

Commencement Address at Calvin 
College in Grand Rapids, Michigan 
May 21, 2005 

Thank you, President Byker, members of 
the Calvin faculty, distinguished guests, par-
ents, friends, family, and most importantly, 
the Class of 2005. 

Thanks for having me. I was excited to 
come back to Calvin, and I was just telling 
Laura the other night about what fun it 
would be to come to Calvin College. I said, 
‘‘You know, Laura, I love being around so 
many young folks. You know, it gives me a 
chance to relive my glory days in academia.’’ 
[Laughter] She said, ‘‘George, that’s not ex-
actly how I would describe your college expe-
rience.’’ [Laughter] She also said one other 
thing I think the graduates will appreciate 
hearing, a good piece of advice. She said, 
‘‘The folks here are here to get their diploma, 
not to hear from an old guy go on too long.’’ 

[Laughter] So with that sage advice, here 
goes. 

I bring a great message of hope and free-
dom to Calvin College Class of 2005: There 
is life after Professor Vanden Bosch and 
English 101. [Laughter] Someday you will 
appreciate the grammar and verbal skills you 
learned here. [Laughter] And if any of you 
wonder how far a mastery of the English lan-
guage can take you, just look what it did for 
me. [Laughter] 

I thank the moms and dads here for your 
sacrifice and for your love. I want to thank 
the faculty for your hard work and dedica-
tion. And again, I congratulate the Class of 
2005. Soon you will collect your degrees and 
say goodbyes to a school that has been your 
home, and you will take your rightful place 
in a country that offers you the greatest free-
dom and opportunity on Earth. I ask that 
you use what you’ve learned to make your 
own contributions to the story of American 
freedom. 

The immigrants who founded Calvin Col-
lege came to America for the freedom to 
worship, and they built this great school on 
the sturdy ground of liberty. They saw in the 
American experiment the world’s best hope 
for freedom, and they weren’t the only ones 
excited by what they saw. In 1835, a young 
civil servant and aristocrat from France 
named Alexis de Tocqueville would publish 
a book about America that still resonates 
today. 

The book is called ‘‘Democracy in Amer-
ica,’’ and in it this young Frenchman said that 
the secret to America’s success was our talent 
for bringing people together for the common 
good. De Tocqueville wrote that tyrants 
maintained their power by ‘‘isolating’’ their 
citizens and that Americans guaranteed their 
freedom by their remarkable ability to band 
together without any direction from govern-
ment. The America he described offered the 
world something it had never seen before, 
a working model of a thriving democracy 
where opportunity was unbounded, where 
virtue was strong, and where citizens took 
responsibility for their neighbors. 

Tocqueville’s account is not just the obser-
vations of one man; it is the story of our 
founding. It is not just a description of Amer-
ica at a point in time; it is an agenda for 
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