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Notice—Continuation of the
National Emergency Blocking
Property of Certain Persons and
Prohibiting the Importation of
Certain Goods from Liberia
July 19, 2005

On July 22, 2004, by Executive Order
13348, I declared a national emergency and
ordered related measures blocking the prop-
erty of certain persons and prohibiting the
importation of certain goods from Liberia,
pursuant to the International Emergency
Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701-
1706). I took this action to deal with the un-
usual and extraordinary threat to the foreign
policy of the United States constituted by the
actions and policies of former Liberian Presi-
dent Charles Taylor and other persons, in
particular their unlawful depletion of Libe-
rian resources and their removal from Libe-
ria and secreting of Liberian funds and prop-
erty, which have undermined Liberia’s tran-
sition to democracy and the orderly develop-
ment of its political, administrative, and eco-
nomic institutions and resources. I further
noted that the Comprehensive Peace Agree-
ment signed on August 18, 2003, and the re-
lated cease-fire have not yet been universally
implemented throughout Liberia, and that
the illicit trade in round logs and timber
products is linked to the proliferation of and
trafficking in illegal arms, which perpetuate
the Liberian conflict and fuel and exacerbate
other conflicts throughout West Africa.

Because the actions and policies of these
persons continue to pose an unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the foreign policy of the
United States, the national emergency de-
clared on July 22, 2004, and the measures
adopted on that date to deal with that emer-
gency, must continue in effect beyond July
22, 2005. Therefore, in accordance with sec-
tion 202(d), I am continuing for 1 year the
national emergency declared in Executive
Order 13348.

This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress.

George W. Bush

The White House,
July 19, 2005.
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[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., July 20, 2005]

NOTE: This notice was published in the Federal
Register on July 21.

Message to the Congress on
Continuation of the National
Emergency Blocking Property of
Certain Persons and Prohibiting the
Importation of Certain Goods from
Liberia

July 19, 2005

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with the provision,
I have sent the enclosed notice to the Federal
Register for publication stating that the na-
tional emergency and related measures
blocking the property of certain persons and
prohibiting the importation of certain goods
from Liberia are to continue in effect beyond
July 22, 2005,

The actions and policies of former Libe-
rian President Charles Taylor and other per-
sons, in particular their unlawful depletion
of Liberian resources and their removal from
Liberia and secreting of Liberian funds and
property, continue to undermine Liberia’s
transition to democracy and the orderly de-
velopment of its political, administrative, and
economic institutions and resources. These
actions and policies pose a continuing un-
usual and extraordinary threat to the foreign
policy of the United States. For these rea-
sons, I have determined that it is necessary
to continue the national emergency and re-
lated measures blocking the property of cer-
tain persons and prohibiting the importation
of certain goods from Liberia.

George W. Bush

The White House,
July 19, 2005.
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Address to the Nation Announcing
the Nomination of John G. Roberts,
Jr., To Be an Associate Justice of the
United States Supreme Court

July 19, 2005

Good evening. One of the most con-
sequential decisions a President makes is his
appointment of a Justice to the Supreme
Court. When a President chooses a Justice,
he’s placing in human hands the authority
and majesty of the law. The decisions of the
Supreme Court affect the life of every Amer-
ican.

And so a nominee to that Court must be
a person of superb credentials and the high-
est integrity, a person who will faithfully
apply the Constitution and keep our found-
ing promise of equal justice under law. I have
found such a person in Judge John Roberts.

And tonight I'm honored to announce that
I am nominating him to serve as Associate
Justice of the Supreme Court. John Roberts
currently serves on one of the most influen-
tial courts in the Nation, the United States
Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia
Circuit.

Before he was a respected judge, he was
known as one of the most distinguished and
talented attorneys in America. John Roberts
has devoted his entire professional life to the
cause of justice and is widely admired for
his intellect, his sound judgment, and per-
sonal decency.

Judge Roberts was born in Buffalo and
grew up in Indiana. In high school, he cap-
tained his football team, and he worked sum-
mers in a steel mill to help pay his way
through college. He’s an honors graduate of
both Harvard College and Harvard Law
School. In his career, he has served as a law
clerk to Justice William Rehnquist, as an As-
sociate Counsel to President Ronald Reagan,
and as the Principal Deputy Solicitor General
in the Department of Justice.

In public service and in private practice,
he has argued 39 cases before the Supreme
Court and earned a reputation as one of the
best legal minds of his generation. Judge
Roberts has earned the respect of people
from both political parties. After he was nom-
inated for the Court of Appeals in 2001, a
bipartisan group of more than 150 lawyers

July 19 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2005

sent a letter to the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee. They wrote:

“Although as individuals we reflect a wide
spectrum of political party affiliation and
ideology, we are united in our belief that
John Roberts will be an outstanding
Federal court appeals judge and should
be confirmed by the United States Sen-
ate.”

The signers of this letter included a former
Counsel to a Republican President, a former
Counsel to two Democratic Presidents, and
a former—and former high-ranking Justice
Department officials of both parties.

My decision to nominate Judge Roberts to
the Supreme Court came after a thorough
and deliberative process. My staff and I con-
sulted with more than 70 Members of the
United States Senate. I received good advice
from both Republicans and Democrats. I ap-
preciate the care they took. I'm grateful for
their advice. I reviewed the credentials of
many well-qualified men and women. I met
personally with a number of potential nomi-
nees.

In my meetings with Judge Roberts, I have
been deeply impressed. He’s a man of ex-
traordinary accomplishment and ability. He
has a good heart. He has the qualities Ameri-
cans expect in a judge: experience, wisdom,
fairness, and civility. He has profound re-
spect for the rule of law and for the liberties
guaranteed to every citizen. He will strictly
apply the Constitution and laws, not legislate
from the bench.

He’s also a man of character who loves his
country and his family. I'm pleased that his
wife, Jane, and his two beautiful children,
Jack and Josie, could be with us tonight.
Judge Roberts has served his fellow citizens
well, and he is prepared for even greater
service.

Under the Constitution, Judge Roberts
now goes before the United States Senate
for confirmation. I've recently spoken with
leaders Senator Frist and Senator Reid and
with senior members of the Judiciary Com-
mittee, Chairman Specter and Senator
Leahy. These Senators share my goal of a
dignified confirmation process that is con-
ducted with fairness and civility. The ap-
pointments of the two most recent Justices



