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involved in the production of MDMA (Ec-
stasy) destined for the United States. Large 
scale cross-border trafficking of Canadian- 
grown marijuana remains a serious concern. 
The United States appreciates the excellent 
law enforcement cooperation with Canada in 
combating these shared threats. 

While Haiti made efforts this year to im-
prove its performance, we reiterate our con-
cerns from last year about the Interim Gov-
ernment of Haiti’s inability to effectively or-
ganize Haitian law enforcement resources to 
permit sustained counternarcotics efforts. 
Further, the national criminal justice system 
must be significantly strengthened in order 
to be effective and gain public confidence. 

The Government of The Netherlands has 
achieved considerable success in countering 
the production and flow of MDMA (Ecstasy) 
to the United States, and The Netherlands 
is commended for its enhanced efforts. In 
the coming year, the United States would like 
to build upon our law enforcement coopera-
tion with the Dutch government through ad-
vancements in mutual legal assistance and di-
rect engagement between our respective po-
lice agencies. 

Drug trafficking, money laundering, and 
other organized criminal activity in Nigeria 
remain major sources of concern to the 
United States. Progress over the past year 
on anti-money laundering controls is wel-
come, but much remains to be done to make 
such controls effective. Implementing anti- 
corruption policies must advance more 
quickly, as corruption at all levels of govern-
ment continues to hamper effective narcotics 
law enforcement. In addition, measures simi-
lar to those taken to improve drug law en-
forcement at Nigeria’s main airport need to 
be expanded to, and replicated at, Nigeria’s 
seaports, where drug trafficking is a growing 
concern. Finally, the National Drug Law En-
forcement Agency (NDLEA) and other 
counternarcotics institutions should work to-
wards developing the mindset and capacity 
to pursue investigations, and prosecutions of 
major drug traffickers based in the country. 

We remain concerned with the continued 
involvement by the Democratic People’s Re-
public of Korea (DPRK) in criminal activity, 
including drug production and drug traf-
ficking. Given the close relationship between 

Japanese and Chinese criminal elements and 
DPRK drug traffickers in past smuggling in-
cidents, there is a real possibility of con-
tinuing DPRK involvement in drug traf-
ficking, even when a given incident appears 
only to involve ethnic Chinese or other orga-
nized Asian criminal groups. 

You are hereby authorized and directed to 
submit this determination to the Congress 
and to publish it in the Federal Register. 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 15. 

Message to the Congress 
Transmitting a Report of the 
Defense Base Closure and 
Realignment Commission 
September 15, 2005 

To the Congress of the United States: 
I transmit herewith the report containing 

the recommendations of the Defense Base 
Closure and Realignment Commission pur-
suant to sections 2903 and 2914 of the De-
fense Base Closure and Realignment Act of 
1990, Public Law 101–510, 104 Stat. 1810, 
as amended. That report includes changes 
referenced in errata sheets submitted to me 
by the Commission, including the enclosed 
errata sheets dated September 8, September 
9, September 12, and September 13, 2005. 

I note that I am in receipt of a letter from 
Chairman Principi, dated September 8, 2005, 
regarding a district court injunction then in 
effect relating to the Bradley International 
Airport Air Guard Station in Windsor Locks, 
Connecticut. Chairman Principi’s letter 
states that, as a result of that injunction, ‘‘you 
should consider the portion of Recommenda-
tion 85 . . . that recommends realignment 
of the Connecticut 103rd Fighter Wing with-
drawn from the Commission’s report.’’ The 
Chairman’s letter further states that ‘‘[i]f the 
court’s injunction is later vacated, reversed, 
stayed, or otherwise withdrawn, it is the in-
tent of the Commission that the entirety of 
the recommendation be a part of the Com-
mission’s report.’’ On September 9, 2005, the 
United States Court of Appeals for the Sec-
ond Circuit granted a stay of the district 
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court’s injunction. Because the injunction is 
no longer in effect, Recommendation 85 in 
its entirety is part of the Commission’s re-
port. 

I certify that I approve all the rec-
ommendations contained in the Commis-
sion’s report. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
September 15, 2005. 

Address to the Nation on Hurricane 
Katrina Recovery From New 
Orleans, Louisiana 
September 15, 2005 

Good evening. I’m speaking to you from 
the city of New Orleans, nearly empty, still 
partly under water, and waiting for life and 
hope to return. Eastward from Lake Pont-
chartrain, across the Mississippi coast to Ala-
bama into Florida, millions of lives were 
changed in a day by a cruel and wasteful 
storm. 

In the aftermath, we have seen fellow citi-
zens left stunned and uprooted, searching for 
loved ones and grieving for the dead and 
looking for meaning in a tragedy that seems 
so blind and random. We’ve also witnessed 
the kind of desperation no citizen of this 
great and generous Nation should ever have 
to know, fellow Americans calling out for 
food and water, vulnerable people left at the 
mercy of criminals who had no mercy, and 
the bodies of the dead lying uncovered and 
untended in the street. 

These days of sorrow and outrage have also 
been marked by acts of courage and kindness 
that make all Americans proud. Coast Guard 
and other personnel rescued tens of thou-
sands of people from flooded neighborhoods. 
Religious congregations and families have 
welcomed strangers as brothers and sisters 
and neighbors. In the community of 
Chalmette, when two men tried to break into 
a home, the owner invited them to stay and 
took in 15 other people who had no place 
to go. At Tulane Hospital for Children, doc-
tors and nurses did not eat for days so pa-
tients could have food and eventually carried 

the patients on their backs up eight flights 
of stairs to helicopters. 

Many first-responders were victims them-
selves, wounded healers with a sense of duty 
greater than their own suffering. When I met 
Steve Scott of the Biloxi Fire Department, 
he and his colleagues were conducting a 
house-to-house search for survivors. Steve 
told me this: ‘‘I lost my house, and I lost 
my cars, but I still got my family, and I still 
got my spirit.’’ 

Across the gulf coast, among people who 
have lost much and suffered much and given 
to the limit of their power, we are seeing 
that same spirit, a core of strength that sur-
vives all hurt, a faith in God no storm can 
take away, and a powerful American deter-
mination to clear the ruins and build better 
than before. 

Tonight so many victims of the hurricane 
and the flood are far from home and friends 
and familiar things. You need to know that 
our whole Nation cares about you, and in 
the journey ahead, you’re not alone. To all 
who carry a burden of loss, I extend the 
deepest sympathy of our country. To every 
person who has served and sacrificed in this 
emergency, I offer the gratitude of our coun-
try. 

And tonight I also offer this pledge of the 
American people: Throughout the area hit 
by the hurricane, we will do what it takes; 
we will stay as long as it takes to help citizens 
rebuild their communities and their lives. 
And all who question the future of the Cres-
cent City need to know there is no way to 
imagine America without New Orleans, and 
this great city will rise again. 

The work of rescue is largely finished. The 
work of recovery is moving forward. In nearly 
all of Mississippi, electric power has been re-
stored. Trade is starting to return to the Port 
of New Orleans, and agricultural shipments 
are moving down the Mississippi River. All 
major gasoline pipelines are now in oper-
ation, preventing the supply disruptions that 
many feared. The breaks in the levees have 
been closed. The pumps are running, and 
the water here in New Orleans is receding 
by the hour. Environmental officials are on 
the ground, taking water samples, identifying 
and dealing with hazardous debris, and work-
ing to get drinking water and waste water 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 02:58 Sep 20, 2005 Jkt 205250 PO 00000 Frm 00029 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P37SET4.016 P37SET4


