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Statement on the Recommendations 
of the National Commission on 
Election Reform 
September 19, 2005 

I greatly appreciate the excellent work of 
the bipartisan commission in identifying ways 
to strengthen the integrity of the voting proc-
ess. It is critical to maintain America’s trust 
in our election system, and I look forward 
to reviewing this report and working with 
Congress on the recommendations. 

Remarks to the Governor’s 
Commission on Recovery, 
Rebuilding, and Renewal in 
Gulfport, Mississippi 
September 20, 2005 

Thank you all. Please be seated. Thanks. 
Well, thanks for having me—again. A couple 
of things, observations: Every time I come 
back here, I see progress. You know, some-
times when you’re so close to the situation, 
it’s hard to really see noticeable change. But 
this part of the country is changing. And 
it’s—you’re moving forward. I don’t know if 
you know that or not, but flying in or driving 
in, there’s something different than the first 
time I was here. 

Now, what wasn’t different is, this Mis-
sissippi spirit is strong. It was noticeable. 
There is a can-do attitude in the midst of 
all the trauma and pain. One thing I noticed 
on my first trip was, ‘‘We can do this.’’ And 
now I’m seeing it being done. ‘‘We can do 
this’’ means a lot of things. It meant, like 
Jerry Darden, who’s there—Jerry, stand up 
for a minute—Jerry Darden rescued 20 peo-
ple out of the flood waters. He represents 
kind of the heroic action that took place 
when the storm hit. I met him out at the 
airport. He said, ‘‘I never thought I’d get to 
see a President.’’ [Laughter] I said, ‘‘I never 
thought I’d get to meet a fellow who saved 
20 lives.’’ 

And that can-do spirit is—these county 
commissioners—we call them county com-
missioners—county supervisors and mayors 
who are dealing with unbelievable trauma, 
and you know, they’re right there on the 
frontline of trying to comfort people who 

hurt. And yet, amidst all that agony and pain, 
they’re going through was this comforting 
spirit. The can-do spirit is, you know, seeing 
progress being made. And inside this tent 
there’s a can-do spirit of taking a horrible 
situation and making this part of the world 
better. And so I’m impressed. 

And I think that when Haley said, ‘‘Well, 
we’ve got to make sure that people take a 
look down here to invest,’’ the first thing 
they’re going to look at is not the tax code, 
but the character of the people, which will 
give you a great advantage. 

My pledge is—let me step back. I really 
appreciate this commission. I think it’s really 
important for Mississippi folks to chart your 
path. And I know Gene Taylor feels that way, 
and I know the Senators feel that way. It’s 
just—you really don’t want the Federal Gov-
ernment telling you how to rebuild. What 
you want is the Federal Government to help 
you rebuild. You want a partner, not some-
body who is going tell you what the strategy 
ought to be. 

I also appreciate Haley saying that the 
State of Mississippi and this commission will 
take into account what the local folks think. 
Their input is going to be vital. I mean, 
you’ve got yourself some mayors and some 
supervisors who were elected by the people; 
you need to listen to them, because they’re 
going to be listening to the people. 

A couple of recovery items: One, I spent 
some time—quality time at the Chevron 
plant in Pascagoula, and I want to thank Ro-
land for being here. By the way, you talk 
about a dedicated group of people who are 
working huge hours and long hours, not only 
to get that plant up and running but to help 
the community. It was an impressive display 
of compassion and hard work, and thanks for 
having me. 

But I did hear from the mayors and the 
county supervisors, and there was a level of 
frustration, as there should have been. You 
know, you hear one thing about debris re-
moval, and nothing is happening. Well, I got 
back, and I called them in, and I said, ‘‘Look, 
part of the recovery, we’ve got to help these 
folks have a sensible plan to start removing 
debris.’’ We worked with Haley. The mayors 
tell me—I’m a little cautious about laying it 
out there—but the mayors tell me there is 
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