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readers here in the West Wing. My admoni-
tion is to keep thinking, to keep writing, and
keep working.

I found another Buckley quote inter-
esting—when he wrote, with characteristic
modesty, that did National Review not exist,
no one would have invented it. [Laughter]
I think it’s more accurate to say that only
Bill Buckley could have invented National
Review. And that’s a tremendous influence
on American life that can be explained only
by its unwavering trust and appeal of human
freedom—this great understanding of the
power of freedom to change societies and to
lift up people’s lives.

It is an honor to be here to thank you for
your service. I want to thank you for leaving
us a magazine and a group of thinkers that
will help make the advance of liberty over
the last 50 years look like a dress rehearsal
for the next 50 years.

May God bless the Buckley family. Thank
you for coming.

NotE: The President spoke at 11:40 a.m. in Room
450 of the Eisenhower Executive Office Building.
In his remarks, he referred to former Secretary
of State Henry A. Kissinger; Thomas L. “Dusty”
Rhodes, National Review President and Board
Chairman; and Edward A. Capano, National Re-
view Publisher and CEO.

Proclamation 7940—German-
American Day, 2005

October 6, 2005

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

German Americans have played an impor-
tant role in establishing America as a land
where liberty is protected for all of its citi-
zens. Each year on German-American Day,
we celebrate the contributions the millions
of Americans of German descent have made
to our great Nation.

Among the early German immigrants,
many saw America as a beacon of religious
freedom and an opportunity for an improved
standard of living. German immigrants
helped pioneer the first American colony at
Jamestown. Frederick Augustus Muhlenberg
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served as the first Speaker of the House of
Representatives; in this role, he certified the
final version of the Bill of Rights.

Throughout our country’s history, men and
women of German descent have worn the
uniform of the United States military to de-
fend our country’s freedom. Among these
were Admiral Chester Nimitz, Commander
in Chief of the United States Pacific Fleet
during World War II, and General Dwight
D. Eisenhower, who went on to become one
of America’s Presidents of German ancestry.
Today, German-American troops continue to
serve proudly in our Nation’s Armed Forces.

German Americans have enriched many
other aspects of American life. Albert Ein-
stein’s advancements in the field of physics
help define our understanding of the uni-
verse. Theodor Seuss Geisel, more com-
monly known as Dr. Seuss, has captivated
the imaginations of children for generations
with his timeless classics. Baseball great Lou
Gehrig’s courage on and off the field con-
tinues to inspire the American spirit more
than 60 years after his death.

On German-American Day, we also honor
the important friendship between the United
States and Germany. Our nations share be-
liefs in human rights and dignity, and on this
day, I join all Americans in celebrating the
bonds that tie our two nations and in re-
affirming the importance of our continuing
friendship.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim October 6, 2005,
as German-American Day. I encourage all
Americans to celebrate the many contribu-
tions German Americans have made to our
Nation’s liberty and prosperity.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this sixth day of October, in the
year of our Lord two thousand five, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirtieth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:28 a.m., October 7, 2005]

NoTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on October 11.
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Remarks Following Discussions With
Prime Minister Ferenc Gyurcsany of
Hungary and an Exchange With
Reporters

October 7, 2005

President Bush. We'll have opening state-
ments, and we’ll both take questions—two
a side.

Mr. Prime Minister, welcome. I thank you
for coming. We have just had a very lengthy
discussion, and it should be a lengthy discus-
sion. After all, we're friends and allies. I ap-
preciate very much your understanding of
the importance of democracy and freedom.
I want to thank you for your leadership.

I am pleased with the economic progress
that you've made. I say “pleased” because
there is a lot of U.S. investment in Hungary.
People have chosen to invest in Hungary be-
cause it’s a place that honors rule of law. It’s
got reasonable taxation and reasonable regu-
lation. I'm not surprised that the country has
got a good economic environment. After all,
the Prime Minister is somebody who under-
stands economics and business. And so con-
gratulations on setting an environment that
people—in which people feel comfortable
about investing.

We talked about the world. And again, I
want to thank Hungary for its contributions
in Afghanistan and Iraq.

The Prime Minister also brought up some
issues of concern to the people of Hungary,
one of which, of course, is visa policy. He
understands that his job, when talking to the
President, is to—is to say, “The people of
my country”—which he did—"are con-
cerned about the visa policy.” And I told him
that we recognize that we need to move for-
ward and work with our friend. We have set
up a roadmap, a way forward, to make sure
our visa policy works for the people of Hun-
gary.

Mr. Prime Minister, thank you for bringing
up the issue. I assured him that I will con-
tinue to work with Secretary Rice to put a
plan in place, to cooperate with Hungary,
and to have a plan in place that is a fair and
reasonable plan for the people of Hungary.

All in all, T found it to be a great visit.
The visit, by the way, started yesterday when
his good wife and my wife visit—had a—had
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a strong visit. She laid the groundwork for
this diplomacy that’s being conducted today,
and she did a great job. So welcome to you
and your wife, here to America.

Prime Minister Gyurcsany. Mr. Presi-
dent, ladies and gentlemen, let me use my
mother tongue, mainly because I would like
all the Hungarian people understand what
I'm saying here in the Oval Office. Please
understand, just—Hungarian sometimes is

very hard.

[At this point, the Prime Minister continued
his remarks in Hungarian, and they were
translated by an interpreter. ]

So we came to the United States to
strengthen our friendship and our ally. We
came to emphasize once again that we under-
stand that we have joint matters, joint affairs
in this world to do. And maybe the two coun-
tries have different possibilities, but we have
equal responsibility to sustain stability and
peace in the world and to represent the case
of democracy.

Now in these matters, the United States
and Hungary are not just allies but are also
good, understanding friends. We did rein-
force our former agreement about our pres-
ence in Iraq and Afghanistan. We did not
introduce any new elements to that field.

I think we also would like to see that be-
sides security elements the cooperation, the
partnership between the United States and
Hungary are more and more about business
and good relations. And also, American in-
vestors, the largest American businesses,
have played a key role in making sure that
Hungary has reached a record high in terms
of—[inaudible]—capital influx over the past
year.

Many similarities and some differences be-
tween our two countries, but there is one
thing where we are completely identical in
our ideas. Both President Bush and myself
want to make sure that our people in the—
in the United States and in Hungary live in
security, that they have peaceful lives, pros-
perity, democracy. And these are the key
issues, really.

Many thanks, Mr. President.

President Bush. Thank you. Thanks for
coming. A couple of questions.



