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to significant narcotics traffickers centered in
Colombia. This notice shall be published in
the Federal Register and transmitted to the
Congress.

George W. Bush

The White House,
October 19, 2005.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
1:08 p.m., October 19, 2005]

NOTE: This notice was published in the Federal
Register on October 20.

Message to the Congress on
Continuation of the National
Emergency With Respect to
Significant Narcotics Traffickers
Centered in Colombia

October 19, 2005

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1622(d), provides for
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision,
I have sent the enclosed notice to the Federal
Register for publication, stating that the
emergency declared with respect to signifi-
cant narcotics traffickers centered in Colom-
bia is to continue in effect beyond October
21, 2005. The most recent notice continuing
this emergency was published in the Federal
Register on October 20, 2004 (69 Fed. Reg.
61733).

The circumstances that led to the declara-
tion on October 21, 1995, of a national emer-
gency have not been resolved. The actions
of significant narcotics traffickers centered in
Colombia continue to pose an unusual and
extraordinary threat to the national security,
foreign policy, and economy of the United
States and to cause unparalleled violence,
corruption, and harm in the United States
and abroad. For these reasons, I have deter-
mined that it is necessary to maintain eco-
nomic pressure on significant narcotics traf-
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fickers centered in Colombia by blocking
their property and interests in property that
are in the United States or within the posses-
sion or control of United States persons and
by depriving them of access to the U.S. mar-
ket and financial system.

George W. Bush

The White House,
October 19, 2005.

The President’s News Conference
With President Mahmoud Abbas of
the Palestinian Authority

October 20, 2005

President Bush. Thank you all. Thanks.
It’s my honor to welcome the democratically
elected leader of the Palestinian Authority
to the White House for the second time this
year. We just had some good talks. Mr. Presi-
dent, thanks—a good, open, exchange of
ideas.

President Abbas is a man devoted to peace
and to his people’s aspirations for a state of
their own. And today the Palestinian people
are closer to realizing those aspirations. It’s
a really interesting period of history, I think.
I was just commenting to the President when
we were in the Oval Office, how much things
have changed in the Holy Land. After all,
he got elected in January; there were success-
ful Palestinian municipal elections; and then
we witnessed the completion of Israel’s dis-
engagement from Gaza and parts of the West
Bank. It's been an eventful year.

And T say it’s an eventful year because the
ultimate objective is there—for there to be
two states, living side by side in peace, two
democracies living side by side in peace. And
I believe that’s where we're headed. Israel’s
withdrawal from Gaza and parts of West
Bank was a bold decision with historic signifi-
cance. President Abbas and the Palestinian
Authority contributed to the success of the
withdrawal in significant ways. Mr. President,
thank you.

Through the active coordination and
ground-level cooperation between Israeli and
Palestinian security forces, the disengage-
ment has been completed successfully and



