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based upon their willingness to protect insti-
tutions that will—for a viable democratic so-
ciety. And to the extent that any leader un-
dermines the free press, we will speak out.
To the extent that any leader makes it dif-
ficult to worship freely, we will make our po-
sitions known. To the extent that the judici-
ary is not an independent organization—in
other words, to the extent that there’s not
proper checks and balances, we will express
our positions.

And there’s ways to do so. We can do so
through our embassies. We can do so in fo-
rums—not necessarily singling out a par-
ticular country or person but talking on the
positive about how important it is to have
checks and balances in society, about how
important it is to have these institutions so
that a single person cannot become the ruler
of all people. I will remind people today at
this important summit that—as we talk about
poverty and minority rights, which is of con-
cern to many countries here, that one—such
concerns are our concerns, and that if you’re
interested in minority rights, the best way to
allow minorities to have rights is in a demo-
cratic society, where the people actually
make the decisions for government.

And so it’s a—TI think this is a good forum
and a good opportunity to express—for me
to express our country’s values. But they’re
not American values, I keep telling you, these
are universal values that are true. That’s why
my meeting with President Kirchner was—
one of the reasons it was so positive is be-
cause Argentina shares the same values that
America shares. They've been through some
difficult experiences and making sure that
those values are rooted in their societies. Of
course I've reminded others, we went
through difficult experiences in the past. And
we had a Constitution that said everybody
is free, but they weren't.

And so it’s a—so what I'll search for in
the world, as I think about world leaders, is
that commitment, firm commitment to val-
ues and institutions that make democracy via-
ble.

Thank you all very much. Thanks.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 12:35 p.m. at the
Sheraton Mar del Plata. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to President Nestor Kirchner of Argentina;
Patrick J. Fitzgerald, U.S. Attorney for the North-
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ern District of Illinois and Department of Justice
CIA leak investigation Special Prosecutor; Ayman
Al-Zawahiri, founder of the Egyptian Islamic Jihad
and senior Al Qaida associate; and senior Al Qaida
associate Abu Musab Al Zargawi. The Office of
the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Statement on the Launch of a
Nationwide Effort To Respond to
Hurricanes That Struck Central
America

November 4, 2005

Three distinguished private-sector leaders
have agreed to launch a nationwide effort to
encourage private donations for relief and re-
construction in response to the three recent
hurricanes that struck Central America.
These leaders will work with other Ameri-
cans to raise awareness and resources to help
those in need as a result of these disasters.

The business leaders are:  Steve
Reinemund, chairman and CEO, PepsiCo,
Inc.; Bob Lane, chairman and CEO, Deere
& Company; and Maria Lagomasino, former
chairman and CEO, JPMorgan Private Bank.
On behalf of our country, I am grateful to
these leaders for their readiness to take on
this important effort.

In the coming days, they will ask Ameri-
cans to donate directly to a fund set up to
provide help to the disaster victims.

Message on the Observance of Eid
al-Fitr
November 4, 2005

I send warm greetings to American Mus-
lims and Muslims around the world observ-
ing Eid al-Fitr, the Festival of Breaking the
Fast.

Eid al-Fitr marks the end of Ramadan, a
time of prayer, reflection, and fasting. It is
the holiest month of the Muslim year. To
celebrate this holiday, many Muslims gather
in their homes and mosques to thank God
for His blessings and His help in keeping the
fast. Muslims also demonstrate their compas-
sion by reaching out to the less fortunate and
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giving gifts of money or food to help those
in need. This year, many American Muslims
have reached out to the victims of Hurricanes
Katrina, Rita, and Wilma and to those af-
fected by the devastating earthquake in
South Asia. Their contributions have been
generous and reflect the important values
shared by all Americans.

Our Nation is blessed to count many Mus-
lims among our fellow citizens. As Ameri-
cans, we share a commitment to family, a
belief in God’s justice and man’s moral re-
sponsibility, and hope for a future of peace
and tolerance.

Laura and I send our best wishes for a
joyful celebration. Eid Mubarak.

George W. Bush

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

October 29

In the morning, at Camp David, MD, the
President had an intelligence briefing.

October 30

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs.
Bush returned to Washington, DC.

In the evening, in the Rotunda at the U.S.
Capitol, the President and Mrs. Bush partici-
pated in a wreath-laying ceremony and at-
tended the public viewing of Rosa Parks, who
lay in state until her funeral on November
2.

October 31

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. He then had a telephone
conversation with President Luiz Inacio Lula
da Silva of Brazil.

In the afternoon, in the Old Family Dining
Room, the President had a working lunch
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with Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi of
Ttaly.

Later in the afternoon, in the Oval Office,
the President had a meeting with activist
Charm Tong of Burma.

November 1

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing and a briefing on hurricane
recovery efforts. He then traveled to Be-
thesda, MD. Later, he returned to Wash-
ington, DC.

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the
President met with Chairman Donald E.
Powell of the Federal Deposit Insurance
Corporation.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Steven A. Browning to be Ambas-
sador to Uganda.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Jeanine E. Jackson to be Ambas-
sador to Burkina Faso.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Lisette M. Mondello as a member
of the Board of Trustees of the American
Folklife Center.

November 2

In the morning, the President had a break-
fast meeting with Senate Majority Leader
Bill Frist, Senate Majority Whip Mitch
McConnell, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives . Dennis Hastert, and House
Majority Whip Roy Blunt to discuss legisla-
tive priorities.

Later in the morning, the President had
an intelligence briefing. He then met with
the National Security Council. Later, he met
with Secretary of Defense Donald H. Rums-
feld.

In the afternoon, on the South Lawn, the
President and Mrs. Bush participated in an
arrival ceremony for Prince Charles of Wales
and Duchess Camilla of Cornwall from the
United Kingdom. Later, they hosted a lunch-
eon.

November 3

In the morning, the President and Mrs.
Bush traveled to Mar del Plata, Argentina,
arriving in the evening.



