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The President’s Radio Address
November 5, 2005

Good morning. This week I was proud to
nominate Judge Sam Alito to be an Associate
Justice on the Supreme Court of the United
States. Judge Alito is one of America’s most
accomplished and respected judges. During
his long career in public service, he has dem-
onstrated all the qualities that the American
people expect in a Supreme Court Justice,
mastery of the law, a deep commitment to
justice, and great personal character. He is
scholarly, fair-minded, and principled, and
these traits will serve our Nation well on our
highest Court.

Judge Alito now serves on the U.S. Court
of Appeals for the Third Circuit. When he
was nominated to his current seat in 1990,
Judge Alito received strong bipartisan sup-
port, and the United States Senate confirmed
him by unanimous consent. He has served
on that court with distinction for 15 years
and now has more prior judicial experience
than any Supreme Court nominee in more
than 70 years.

During his career on the bench, Judge
Alito has participated in thousands of appeals
and authored hundreds of opinions. He has
demonstrated that he understands the proper
role of a judge, to interpret the Constitution
and laws, not to impose the judge’s own pref-
erences or priorities on the people. And in
the performance of his duties, Judge Alito’s
brilliance, his modesty, and his even de-
meanor have gained him the respect of his
colleagues and of the attorneys appearing be-
fore him.

Prior to becoming a judge, Sam Alito
served for 3 years as the United States Attor-
ney for the District of New Jersey. When
President Reagan nominated him to this po-
sition in 1987, the Senate confirmed him by
unanimous consent. As the top prosecutor in
one of the Nation’s largest Federal districts,
Sam Alito moved aggressively against white-

collar and environmental crimes, drug traf-
ficking, organized crime, and violations of
civil rights. He showed a passionate commit-
ment to the rule of law, and he gained a rep-
utation for being both tough and fair.

Before becoming U.S. Attorney, Sam Alito
served in other critical positions in the De-
partment of Justice. In the Office of Legal
Counsel, he provided constitutional advice
for the President and the executive branch.
As Assistant to the Solicitor General, he ar-
gued 12 cases before the Supreme Court. As
an Assistant U.S. Attorney, he argued dozens
of cases before the Federal courts of appeals.

The son of an Italian immigrant who came
to America in 1914, Sam Alito is a product
of New Jersey public schools. He was val-
edictorian and student council president at
Hamilton East-Steinert High School in Ham-
ilton, New Jersey. He went on to become
a Phi Beta Kappa graduate of Princeton Uni-
versity. He attended Yale Law School and
was editor of the Yale Law Journal. After
graduating from law school, he was a law
clerk for a Federal court of appeals judge.
He has served in the Army Reserves, where
he achieved the rank of captain. Sam Alito’s
life has been marked by consistent excellence
and achievement, combined with personal
decency and a commitment to public service.

The United States Senate will now exercise
its constitutional responsibility to advise and
consent on Judge Alito’s nomination. The
process is off to a good start. Since I an-
nounced his nomination, Judge Alito has met
with many Senators, and they are learning
more about his great character, accomplish-
ments, and ability.

Our Nation is fortunate to have a man of
Judge Alito’s intellect and integrity willing to
serve. I look forward to the Senate voting
to confirm Judge Alito as the 110th Justice
of the Supreme Court of the United States.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 10:45 a.m.
on November 2 in the Cabinet Room at the White
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House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on November
5. The transcript was made available by the Office
of the Press Secretary on November 4 but was
embargoed for release until the broadcast. The
Office of the Press Secretary also released a Span-
ish language transcript of this address.

Remarks in a Discussion With Young
Leaders in Brasilia, Brazil
November 6, 2005

U.S. Ambassador to Brazil John J.
Danilovich. Mr. President, Secretary Rice,
fellow Brazilians, I'd like to thank you all for
being here this morning. It’s a pleasure for
us to welcome you here on this beautiful
Sunday morning in Brasilia.

Brazil is a land of promise, of enormous
potential, and of great possibilities. And the
promise, potential, and possibilities of Brazil
are perhaps no more visible than in your-
selves. I want to thank you for the oppor-
tunity of the President and the Secretary, of
meeting with you today. To a large extent,
the future of your country lies in your hands,
and the President looks forward to discussing
things of relevance to Brazil and the United
States and our important bilateral relation-
ship. And with that being said

The President. John, let me say some-
thing—the Ambassador is trying to cull me
out of the conversation early on. [Laughter]
Listen, thank you for coming. First, I'm here
because I want to send a very clear signal
to the people of Brazil that the relationship
between America and Brazil is an important
relationship, that Brazil is a friend, and that
Brazil has got an important part of working
with America to bring prosperity to not only
our own citizens but to help others as well
and by doing so, kind of lay the—lay condi-
tions for a peaceful continent.

It’s in our interests that our neighborhood
be a prosperous neighborhood. It’s in our in-
terests that we work with the largest country
in the neighborhood. And so I come to not
only discuss philosophy and points of view
with you but also to meet with President
Lula, with whom I've got a good relationship.

He is a person who had to make some
tough decisions. That’s what leaders have to
do; you've got to make tough decisions. And
he’s made hard decisions for the people of
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Brazil. He is—the economy is going well
here, which is good news. He also has got
a good heart. And I share the same concern
he has; I share a concern of making sure that
the least fortunate among us has a chance
to survive and succeed.

And so this is going to be a good trip here,
and I'm grateful for you all taking time to
come by and visit. I look forward to having
a fruitful discussion with you. And we’ll start
with Carlos.

Participant. Thank you very much, Mr.
President. Latin Americans for a long time
have had a love-hatred relationship with the
U.S. Latin Americans admire the military
and economic power of the United States,
its popular culture, and many values with
which they share. But Latin Americans resist
the somewhat missionary nature of U.S.
when justifying its international actions. For
instance, when the U.S. exports democracy,
exports market economies, or even exports
civil liberties. This has been really very much
criticized or contested, even in this region
of the world. The Mar del Plata incidents
of a few days ago, during the Summit of the
Americas, showed that the mood of the dem-
onstrators may easily go beyond the accept-
able limits in—civilization.

My question now: Is the U.S. able to pin-
point the causes for these disagreements that
they have with the opinionmakers here in
Latin America, and does the U.S. have a clear
strategy to change this love and hatred rela-
tionship into one of cooperation and friend-
ship?

The President. Well, first of all, I—we
met in a society which allows people to ex-
press their different points of view. In other
words—which is positive—I expect there to
be dissent. That’s what freedom is all about.
People should be allowed to express them-
selves. And so what happened in Argentina
happens in America. That’s positive. Can you
imagine being in a society where people were
not allowed to express their positions?

Secondly, I fully understand there’s, at
times, a view of America that is, in my opin-
ion, not an accurate view. I mean, you say,
“missionary zeal to spread democracy”—I do
have a deep desire to help others assume a
democracy that is a democracy that conforms
to their traditions and their customs. And the



