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And therefore, we’re working with Con-
gress to make sure that as we go forward, 
we make it possible—more possible to do our 
job. There’s an enemy that lurks and plots 
and plans and wants to hurt America again. 
And so, you bet, we’ll aggressively pursue 
them. But we will do so under the law. And 
that’s why you’re seeing members of my ad-
ministration go and brief the Congress. We 
want to work together in this matter. We— 
all of us have an obligation, and it’s a solemn 
obligation and a solemn responsibility. And, 
you know, I’m confident that when people 
see the facts, that they’ll recognize that 
we’ve—they’ve got more work to do and that 
we must protect ourselves in a way that is 
lawful. 

Mr. President, thank you. 

NOTE: The President’s news conference began at 
9:25 a.m. at the Casa Amarilla. In his remarks, 
he referred to Gov. Mitch Daniels of Indiana. 
President Torrijos Espino and some reporters 
spoke in Spanish, and their remarks were trans-
lated by an interpreter. The Office of the Press 
Secretary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of this news conference. 

Remarks in a Discussion on Panama’s 
Future in Panama City 
November 7, 2005 

I want to thank you very much. Mr. Presi-
dent, thank you for your invitation. I told the 
President earlier I was really looking forward 
to stopping here in Panama for a variety of 
reasons. First, I’m proud of the job he’s done. 
He’s fought corruption. He’s been a strong 
fiscal steward of the people’s money. This 
economy is growing. 

Secondly, I wanted to see the Panama 
Canal. It’s a marvel. It’s a fantastic oppor-
tunity to see this great engineering feat. And 
at our press availability today, I said how 
proud I was of the people of Panama for 
managing this canal in such a professional 
way, for the good of commerce around the 
world. 

Thirdly, I think it’s very important for us 
always to reconfirm the importance of de-
mocracy in our hemisphere. And Panama is 
a strong democracy, a democracy that be-
lieves in the freedom to worship, the free-

dom to speak, the freedom of the press, the 
notion that everybody has got a voice. And 
so it’s an opportunity to say thank you for 
those of you who are working so strong to 
make sure your democracy flourishes. 

So Laura and I are really thrilled to be 
here. It’s a magnificent trip. I’m sorry it’s not 
longer. I told the President after I’m Presi-
dent, I’ll come back and go fishing with him. 
[Laughter] In the meantime, thanks for hav-
ing us. I’m proud to be here. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:30 a.m. at Salon 
Miraflores. The Office of the Press Secretary also 
released a Spanish language transcript of these re-
marks. A tape was not available for verification 
of the content of these remarks. 

Remarks at a Rally for Gubernatorial 
Candidate Jerry Kilgore in 
Richmond, Virginia 
November 7, 2005 

The President. Thank you all very much. 
Thanks for the kind introduction, Governor. 
We’re not taking anything for granted. Laura 
and I are here to ask you to turn out the 
vote tomorrow for Jerry Kilgore as the Gov-
ernor of the Commonwealth of Virginia. 

I want to thank you all for coming out to-
night. I remember what it’s like to be right 
there on election eve. This man has worked 
his heart out. He has traveled the great Com-
monwealth of Virginia talking common sense 
to the voters, and now it’s your time. He’s 
counting on you to get out and turn out the 
vote and deliver a great victory on behalf of 
all people of Virginia by putting him in the 
Governor’s chair. 

I appreciate you coming out here to the 
airport. See, we were just flying in from Latin 
America. Decided to stop a little short of our 
destination. See, I know a man of character 
and integrity, and he’s standing right next to 
me. And that’s Jerry Kilgore. 

When you find a man who’s got this kind 
of character, it makes sense to stop short of 
the destination to come in and to say to the 
people of this State, ‘‘Put him in office, and 
you’ll be proud of the job he’ll do for you.’’ 

He’s got a record. See, you can count on 
him. You know where he stands, and you 
know he can get the job done. And equally 
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important, you know he doesn’t need to run 
a poll to tell him what to think. 

Audience members. Jerry! Jerry! Jerry! 
The President. He’s got a clear agenda. 

That’s what you want in somebody running 
for Governor. You got to know where they 
stand, not yesterday but today and tomorrow. 
See, you got to understand that this is a guy 
who thinks clearly, and when he says some-
thing, he means what he says. 

And so I hope you’ll work hard tomorrow 
to call up your friends and neighbors and tell 
them they have a duty in this democracy of 
ours to vote. And tell them if they want good 
government, good, solid, sound, conservative 
government to put this good man in the Gov-
ernor’s chair in Richmond. 

And while you’re putting in Jerry Kilgore, 
make sure you put in Bill Bolling to be the 
next Lieutenant Governor and Bob McDon-
nell to be the next attorney general. 

You know, Laura and I are thrilled to be 
here with Jerry and Marty. I like a guy who 
loves his wife. I sure love mine. We cele-
brated our 28th wedding anniversary in Ar-
gentina. I told her if she married me, I’d take 
her to—I’d celebrate our anniversary in ex-
otic places. 

I appreciate very much Marty standing by 
and working in this campaign. I know how 
tough it is on a family, but when you believe 
in something, when you believe in the people 
of the Commonwealth, it’s worth the sac-
rifice, and it’s worth the hard work. And the 
Kilgore family believes in the people of this 
important State. I want to thank their chil-
dren, Klarke and Kelsey. 

I want to thank Jean Ann Bolling, Maureen 
McDonnell. I want to thank all the families 
of the candidates who are supporting the 
candidates. It’s important to be a family unit 
in this kind of race, see. There’s a lot of pres-
sure. There’s a lot of noise, and there’s noth-
ing better to go home to a loving family. And 
that’s why this guy is going to be a good Gov-
ernor. See, when times get hot, he’s going 
to be able to rely on some basics in life, and 
that is his faith and his family to see him 
through. 

I appreciate Congressman Eric Cantor and 
his wife, Diana. Thank you all for coming. 
I thank all the State and local officials who 
are here. I want to thank our political offi-

cials. I want to thank all the grassroots activ-
ists, all the people who put up the signs— 
all the people, all the people who have been 
making the phone calls. We thank you 
both—both of us thank you for going door 
to door and knocking on your neighbor’s 
door. Keep working hard. And when you do, 
you’ll be rewarded with a great victory to-
morrow night with Jerry Kilgore as your Gov-
ernor. 

The thing I like about this fellow is he grew 
up in Virginia, and he grew up on a small 
farm. That means he’s a down to earth per-
son. He doesn’t have a lot of fancy airs. That’s 
the kind of guy you want to represent you, 
a person who understands how the common 
man thinks, a person who shares the values 
with the majority of people in the Common-
wealth of Virginia. 

He’s on the right side of the issues too. 
See, it’s one thing to have good character; 
it’s a different thing to have somebody who 
is on the right side of the issues. See, he un-
derstands that when he is the Governor, the 
top priority of this State is to make sure you 
educate every single child, that you cannot 
leave any child behind if you’re going to have 
a State that’s got a hopeful future. 

I appreciate his plan to retain, recruit, and 
reward good teachers. You can’t—by the 
way, if there’s any teachers out there, both 
Jerry and I thank you for teaching. You’ll 
have a good friend in the Governor’s man-
sion, somebody who understands the value 
and importance of being a teacher. And the 
parents will have somebody in the Gov-
ernor’s mansion who understands the value 
and importance of teaching every child to 
read and write and add and subtract. 

I appreciate Jerry’s stand on taxes. He 
trusts the people with their own money. See, 
that’s a philosophical difference. Think about 
the campaign. If you’re out there listening, 
think about which candidate says, ‘‘I trust you 
with your own money.’’ See, he understands 
the difference between your money and what 
others call the Government’s money. It’s not 
the Government’s money. It’s the people’s 
money. It’s the hard-working people’s 
money. 

It’s just not rhetoric; this man’s got a 
record. He opposed the State tax increase 
last year. He’s going to eliminate the State 
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death tax once and for all. He’s going to 
eliminate the State car tax once and for all. 
If you want to keep your taxes low and keep 
your economy growing, there’s only one can-
didate in this race who will do so, and that’s 
Jerry Kilgore. 

Audience members. Jerry! Jerry! Jerry! 
The President. One of the key jobs of a 

Governor is to keep the people of the State 
safe. One of the key responsibilities is to sup-
port the law enforcement officials in your 
State. And he’ll do that. He’ll stand with the 
men and women who wear the uniform, who 
patrol your highway, who work in the neigh-
borhood to keep the people of this Common-
wealth safe. He’s going to be tough on crime, 
and he’s going to enforce all the laws—all 
the laws of the Commonwealth of Virginia. 

He’s got a good roads plan. I, frankly, 
haven’t had that much problem driving on 
the roads around here—[Laughter]—but a 
lot of you have. These roads are crowded, 
and he’s going to do something about it. He’s 
got a plan, as he says, to get Virginia moving 
again. It’s not only moving again when it 
comes to roads; it’s moving forward to make 
sure there’s a hopeful life for every single 
citizen in this Commonwealth. 

Virginia is the home to a lot of military 
folks. Jerry Kilgore understands we’re at war 
with an enemy that hates what we stand for. 
He’ll be supportive of the families who live 
in this State whose loved ones are sacrificing 
on behalf of the American people. He’ll be— 
he understands the nature of this struggle. 
He understands that our government must 
never let down our guard, that we have a 
solemn obligation to protect the American 
people, that we must never wait to be at-
tacked again, that we must stay on the of-
fense and bring people to justice before they 
harm the American people. 

He also shares the same faith I have in 
the capacity of freedom to yield the peace 
we all want. He understands what I under-
stand, and that is democracy is the best hope 
of mankind, that in the deep—in everybody’s 
soul, regardless of their religion or where 
they live, is the deep desire to live in free-
dom. You see, freedom—freedom is not 
America’s gift to the world; freedom is the 
Almighty God’s gift to each man and woman 
in this world. 

And by staying strong and confident in the 
capacity of freedom to transform societies, 
he understands we’re laying the foundation 
of peace for generations to come. Jerry Kil-
gore is a man who brings deep principles and 
values into this race and will bring those same 
values into the Governor’s mansion. He has 
a respect for life and will work hard to build 
a culture of life here in Virginia. 

He stands on that solid ground of deep 
moral conviction and solid Virginia prin-
ciples. And that is why I’m absolutely con-
fident he is up for the task and will make 
a great Governor for the Commonwealth of 
Virginia. 

Laura and I are so grateful for this—for 
the welcome. Thank you all so much for com-
ing out. I don’t want to keep you too long. 
No, no, no. You’ve got a job to do. See, if 
I could vote, you already got my vote. You 
need to go out and find that undecided per-
son. You need to find our fellow Republicans 
and those discerning Democrats who know 
a good man when they see one. Keep work-
ing hard. Turn out that vote, and you’ll be 
proud of the next Governor of Virginia, Jerry 
Kilgore. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:47 p.m. at the 
Dominion Energy, Inc., hangar at Richmond 
International Airport. In his remarks, he referred 
to Marty Kilgore, wife of Jerry Kilgore, candidate 
for Virginia Governor; Jean Ann Bolling, wife of 
Bill Bolling, candidate for Virginia Lieutenant 
Governor; and Maureen McDonnell, wife of Bob 
McDonnell, candidate for Virginia attorney gen-
eral. 

Interview With Foreign Print 
Journalists 

November 8, 2005 

The President. First I’m going to make 
just kind of some general remarks, and then 
will be glad to answer some questions for 
a while. 

First, I’m really looking forward to my trip. 
I’ll be having meetings with the leaders of 
Japan, China, South Korea, and Mongolia, 
and then, of course, will attend the APEC 
meeting as well as meeting with ASEAN 
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