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there be a dedication to rule of law and to
the marketplace.

Democracy in Mongolia

Mr. Batjav. Okay, the last question is so
important for our television. You might be
aware that the Eagle Television was the first
independent TV station established in Mon-
golia, with American Christians and Mongo-
lians are working together to advance free-
dom of speech, press, and conscience in our
country. So, first, how do you feel about the
role of ordinary American citizens supporting
this kind of work for Mongolia’s democracy?
And the second, what further role do you
think the ordinary American citizens can play
in helping to address faith and freedom in
Mongolia through media?

The President. Very good question. First
of all, I believe in a free media, and I believe
that people ought to—and a media that is
independent from government, like we have
in America, is an important part of a society.
In other words, government officials should
not fear a free media; they ought to welcome
a free media.

Listen, in my own media, I don’t agree
with everything that is said, but I strongly
support their right to say it, just like I strongly
support the right of people of faith to be in-
volved with helping to spread this concept
of freedom.

Secondly, I think investments will help the
people of Mongolia. In other words, there’s
a way for people in America, businesses for
example, to invest in Mongolia, because that
means jobs and stability and a good future.

But no, listen, you'll find Americans are
very compassionate people that love free-
dom, and they want to help people be free.
And by the way, your form of government
is democracy, but it ought to reflect your tra-
ditions and your great history. And I know
it is.

Listen, I'm looking forward to going to
your wonderful country. It’s going to be a
fantastic experience. I'm excited. I truly am
excited to come.

Mr. Batjav. Great. Thank you, sir.

The President. Yes, very good job. Thank
you.

NotE: The interview was taped at 1:43 p.m. in
the Map Room at the White House for later
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broadcast. A tape was not available for verification
of the content of this interview.

Remarks on South Asia Earthquake
Relief Efforts

November 9, 2005

One month ago, the nation of Pakistan suf-
fered its worst natural disaster in a century
when a massive earthquake struck northeast
of the capital city of Islamabad. The human
toll is staggering. This disaster has taken the
lives of more than 70,000 of Pakistanis. It
has injured almost 70,000 more and left near-
ly 3 million people without their homes. In
India, the earthquake killed more than a
thousand people and injured over 6,000 oth-
ers.

As the harsh mountain winter approaches,
millions of people in these affected areas will
continue to need food, water, shelter, and
medical care. They will also need long-term
help to get their lives and communities back
on their feet. Once again, the world is called
to comfort those affected by a terrible natural
catastrophe. People across our country pray
for the people in Southeast Asia, and people
in our country are willing to help as well.

The United States is playing a leading role
in the relief and recovery efforts, in coopera-
tion with the Government of Pakistan. We’ve
already made $156 million available for relief
and reconstruction needs. We've provided
food, water, blankets, tents, and medical
care. We have disaster response personnel
on the ground to assess needs and offer as-
sistance.

Our military is playing a key role as well.
A Navy construction battalion is helping to
clear roads and solve other engineering chal-
lenges. Our helicopters have flown over a
thousand missions to deliver aid to isolated
areas. And they have transported thousands
of people to places where they can receive
medical treatment and shelter. We've also
got a military hospital now operating in Paki-
stan. I'm grateful to the men and women in
uniform for the noble work they are doing,
and they represent the best of America, the
generous spirit of our country. Our Govern-
ment’s response to this tragedy is—should
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say to the people of the world, we care when
somebody else suffers.

Last month, I announced that five distin-
guished American business leaders would
work to encourage private and corporate con-
tributions to help those affected by the nat-
ural disasters in Southeast Asia. Jeff Immelt
and Jim Kelly, Hank McKinnell and Sandy
Weill are with us today, and I want to thank
you all for being here. Anne Mulcahy of
Xerox is not here, but she’s a part of the
team. I want to thank them very much for
their willingness to serve, and some of them
will be going over to Pakistan along with Am-
bassador Hughes and others to assess the sit-
uation as a part of a Presidential delegation.
When they come home from Pakistan,
they're going to travel our country to rally
our citizens to help the victims of this dis-
aster.

I ask all of our citizens and businesses to
contribute generously to this cause. The
international response to this disaster has
been generous, but the needs are still great.
And so I also urge other governments, peo-
ples in other lands, to do whatever they can
do to help.

In recent months, we’ve had our own dis-
asters to deal with. We had the destruction
on the gulf coast of our country, and I want
to remind our citizens that people around
the world came to help us. They offered not
only money and equipment, but they offered
their prayers. I know that nothing can take
the grief away of those whose lives have been
affected. But I also hope the people who
have been affected by natural disasters know
that there’s a lot of people that care for them;
there’s a lot of people who want to help.

As families across Southeast Asia begin to
rebuild their lives, we offer our sustained
compassion, our prayers, and our assistance.
And we offer you our assurance that America
will continue to be there to help.

I want to thank you all again for being
here. Thank you for coming.

NoTE: The President spoke at 1:49 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Jeffrey R. Immelt, chairman
and chief executive officer, General Electric Co.;
James P. Kelly, former chairman and chief execu-
tive officer, United Parcel Service of America,
Inc.; Henry A. “Hank” McKinnell, Jr., chairman
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and chief executive officer, Pfizer, Inc.; Sanford
I. “Sandy” Weill, chairman, Citigroup, Inc.; and
Anne M. Mulcahy, chairman and chief executive
officer, Xerox Corp. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of these remarks.
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Presidential Medal of Freedom

November 9, 2005

The President. Welcome to the White
House. Laura and I are so pleased that you
could join us on this proud and happy occa-
sion. It’s a special honor for us to be in the
company of these distinguished honorees.
We welcome the honorees. We welcome
their family members, and we welcome their
friends.

The Presidential Medal of Freedom is
America’s highest civil award and is pre-
sented for meritorious achievement in public
service, in science, the arts, education, ath-
letics, business, and other fields of endeavor.
The award was created through the Execu-
tive order by President John F. Kennedy and
first presented here in the White House by
President Lyndon B. Johnson. All who re-
ceive the Medal of Freedom can know that
they have a special place in the life of our
country and have earned the respect and af-
fection of the American people.

Alan Greenspan, Ph.D., is one of the most
admired and influential economists in our
Nation’s history. So you may be surprised to
learn that Alan studied music at Juilliard. He
began his career playing the saxophone and
clarinet in a jazz orchestra. Even then, he
showed his mathematical side—his fellow
band members had him fill out their tax re-
turns. [Laughter] He was on his way to a
lifetime of achievement in the field of eco-
nomics, from Wall Street to the White House
to the Board of Governors of the Federal
Reserve System.

The era of Chairman Greenspan will al-
ways be known as one of phenomenal eco-
nomic growth, high productivity, and unprec-
edented innovation and opportunity for all
our citizens. He is a believer in economic
freedom, open and flexible markets, and
boundless human creativity. In his 18 years
as Fed Chairman, he applied those principles



