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Week Ending Friday, December 2, 2005 

The President’s Radio Address 
November 26, 2005 

Good morning. This week we gather with 
our loved ones to give thanks for the many 
blessings in our lives. Each family has its own 
traditions, yet we are united as a nation in 
setting aside a day of gratitude. We are 
thankful for our family and friends who fill 
our lives with joy and love. We are thankful 
for the abundance of this prosperous land. 
We are thankful for the freedom that makes 
possible the enjoyment of all these gifts. And 
we acknowledge with humility that all these 
blessings and life itself come from Almighty 
God. 

On Thanksgiving and throughout the year, 
we are grateful to the men and women of 
our Armed Forces for securing the peace in 
these dangerous times. Many members of 
our Armed Forces are observing this holiday 
in places far from home. They are serving 
with courage and skill in Iraq, Afghanistan, 
and elsewhere to defend our freedom and 
extend the blessings of freedom to others. 
In the past year, these brave Americans have 
continued to fight terrorists abroad so we do 
not have to face them here at home. And 
they have helped the people of Iraq and Af-
ghanistan hold historic and successful elec-
tions. They are America’s finest, and we 
thank them today and every day for their 
service and sacrifice. 

This week we also extend our gratitude to 
our military families who are making great 
sacrifices to advance freedom’s cause. Many 
of our service men and women have endured 
long deployments and separations from 
home. Many of those they leave behind must 
deal with the burden of raising families while 
praying for the safe return of their loved 
ones. All Americans honor and appreciate the 
commitment and sacrifice of our military 
families. 

We think especially this week of those 
military families who are mourning the loss 

of loved ones. Every person who dies in the 
line of duty commands the eternal gratitude 
of the American people. The military families 
who mourn the fallen can know that America 
will not forget their sacrifice, and they can 
know that we will honor that sacrifice by 
completing the noble mission for which their 
loved ones gave their lives. 

The Thanksgiving holiday reminds us that, 
‘‘To whom much is given, from him much 
will be required.’’ As we count our blessings, 
we are mindful of the need to share our 
blessings and gifts with others, and America 
is moved to compassionate action. This com-
passionate spirit was seen again this year, 
when Americans rallied to help their neigh-
bors in need after the destruction caused by 
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. We pray for 
continued strength as we rebuild these com-
munities and return hope to our fellow citi-
zens. 

The universal call to love a neighbor also 
extends beyond our shores, moving us to help 
people in other lands. Our Nation has begun 
to help the millions of people in Pakistan, 
India, and Afghanistan who are suffering 
after last month’s devastating earthquake in 
South Asia. I urge you to visit the web site 
of the South Asia Earthquake Relief Fund 
at southasiaearthquakerelief.org to find out 
how you can help. And to help others in need 
in your hometown, across America, and 
around the world, please visit the USA Free-
dom Corps web site at usafreedomcorps.gov. 

This week of Thanksgiving, we ask that 
God continue to bless our families and our 
Nation. Laura and I wish you all a happy 
and safe Thanksgiving weekend. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 8:20 a.m. on 
November 23 at the Bush Ranch in Crawford, 
TX, for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on November 26. 
The transcript was made available by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on November 25 but was 
embargoed for release until the broadcast. The 
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Office of the Press Secretary also released a Span-
ish language transcript of this address. 

Remarks on Border Security and 
Immigration Reform in Tucson, 
Arizona 

November 28, 2005 

Thank you all. Please be seated. Thank you 
for the warm welcome. It is such a pleasure 
to be back in Arizona, and it’s great to be 
here in Tucson. Last time I was here, I think 
there was probably about a 50-degree tem-
perature differential. [Laughter] It’s an 
honor to stand here with the men and women 
of Davis-Monthan Air Force Base. As well, 
to be here with the men and women of the 
Customs and Border Protection Agency, and 
the Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
Agency as well. 

Securing our border is essential to secur-
ing the homeland. And I want to thank all 
of those who are working around the clock 
to defend our border, to enforce our laws, 
and to uphold the values of the United States 
of America. America is grateful to those who 
are on the frontlines of enforcing the border. 

I appreciate so very much the Governor 
joining us today. Governor, thank you for 
being here. I’m honored you are here. I ap-
preciate Senator John McCain joining us 
today, Senator. As well as Senator Jon Kyl. 
I appreciate three members of the congres-
sional delegation from Arizona—Congress-
man Shadegg, Flake, and Franks—for joining 
us as well. Two members of my Cabinet are 
here with us, the Attorney General of the 
United States, Al Gonzales, and the Secretary 
of the Department of Homeland Security, 
Mike Chertoff. 

I want to thank the United States Attorney 
from the District of Arizona, Paul Charlton, 
for joining us today. I appreciate David 
Aguilar, who is the Chief of the Border Pa-
trol, U.S. Customs and Border Protection of 
the Department of Homeland Security; Mike 
Nicely, who is the Chief Patrol Agent, Tuc-
son Sector; Ron Colburn, Chief Patrol Agent, 
Yuma Sector; Martin Vaughan, Director of 
Air Operations. But most of all, I want to 
thank those who wear the uniform for doing 
such a fine job. Thank you all. Finally, I want 

to thank General Schmidt for welcoming me 
today. He’s the Commander of the 12th Air 
Force, U.S. Southern Command, based right 
here at this base. 

I have a solemn duty, and so do the Mem-
bers of the United States Congress, to pro-
tect our Nation, our Constitution, and our 
laws. Our border and immigration security 
officers devote themselves to those same mis-
sions every single day. 

America has always been a compassionate 
nation that values the newcomer and takes 
great pride in our immigrant heritage. Yet 
we’re also a nation built on the rule of law, 
and those who enter the country illegally vio-
late the law. The American people should 
not have to choose between a welcoming so-
ciety and a lawful society. We can have both 
at the same time. And to keep the promise 
of America, we will enforce the laws of our 
country. 

As a former Governor, I know that enforc-
ing the law and the border is especially im-
portant to the communities along the border. 
Illegal immigration puts pressure on our 
schools and hospitals. I understand that. I 
understand it strains the resources needed 
for law enforcement and emergency services. 
And the vicious human strugglers—smug-
glers and gangs that bring illegal immigrants 
across the border also bring crime to our 
neighborhoods and danger to the highways. 
Illegal immigration is a serious challenge. 
And our responsibility is clear: We are going 
to protect the border. 

Since I’ve taken office, we’ve increased 
funding for border security by 60 percent. 
Our border agents have used that funding 
to apprehend and send home more than 4.5 
million people coming into our country ille-
gally, including more than 350,000 with 
criminal records. Our customs and border 
protection agents can be proud of the work 
that you’re doing. You’re taking control of 
this border. And we have more work to do, 
and that’s what I want to talk to you about 
today. We’re going to build on the progress 
we have made. 

We have a comprehensive strategy to re-
form our immigration system. We’re going 
to secure the border by catching those who 
enter illegally and hardening the border to 
prevent illegal crossings. We’re going to 
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