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to the review of executive branch orders, ac-
tivities, regulations, transcripts, and testi-
mony, and relating to the review of certain
matters in reports to be submitted to the
Congress through the Secretary of the Army.

The executive branch shall construe provi-
sions in the Act that purport to mandate or
regulate submission of information to the
Congress, other entities outside the executive
branch, or the public in a manner consistent
with the President’s constitutional authority
to withhold information that could impair
foreign relations, national security, the delib-
erative processes of the Executive, or the
performance of the Executive’s constitutional
duties. Such provisions include sections 120,
182, 818, 820, and language under the head-
ing “Operating Subsidy Grants to the Na-
tional Passenger Railroad Corporation.”

Certain provisions in the Act purport to
allocate funds for specified purposes as set
forth in the joint explanatory statement of
managers that accompanied the Act; to make
changes in statements of managers that ac-
companied various appropriations bills re-
ported from conferences in the past; or to
direct compliance with a committee report.
The executive branch shall construe these
provisions in a manner consistent with the
bicameral passage and presentment require-
ments of the Constitution for the making of
a law. Such provisions include section 710
and language under the headings “Commu-
nity Planning and Development, Community
Development Fund,” “Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development, Management
and Administration, Salaries and Expenses,”
and “Office of Management and Budget, Sal-
aries and Expenses.”

The executive branch shall construe provi-
sions that purport to require or regulate the
submission of legislative proposals to the
Congress by executive branch officials con-
sistently with the President’s constitutional
authority to recommend to the Congress
such measures as he judges necessary and
expedient and authority to supervise the uni-
tary executive branch. Such provisions in-
clude sections 182, 208, 219, 315, and 818.

Section 809 seeks to prohibit the expendi-
ture of funds for the salaries of “any person
for the filling of any position for which he
or she has been nominated after the Senate
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has voted not to approve the nomination of
said person.” The executive branch shall con-
strue this provision in a manner consistent
with the President’s constitutional authority
to make recess appointments.

The executive branch shall construe sec-
tion 836, relating to assignment of executive
branch employees to perform functions in
the legislative branch, in a manner consistent
with the President’s constitutional authority
to supervise the unitary executive branch and
as Commander in Chief, and recognizing that
the President cannot be compelled to give
up the authority of his office as a condition
of receiving the funds necessary to carrying
out the duties of his office.

Certain provisions of the Act relate to race,
ethnicity, or gender. The executive branch
shall construe such provisions in a manner
consistent with the requirement that the
Federal Government afford equal protection
of the laws under the Due Process Clause
of the Fifth Amendment to the Constitution.

George W. Bush

The White House,
November 30, 2005.

Note: H.R. 3058, approved November 30, was
assigned Public Law No. 109-115. An original was
not available for verification of the content of this
statement.

Remarks on the World AIDS Day
December 1, 2005

Thanks for coming. Thank you all. How
about my line of work, where you get intro-
duced by your wife? [Laughter] And I'm glad
I got introduced by Laura because she deeply
cares about the issue of HIV/AIDS. She’s a
great First Lady with a compassionate heart.
In her travels, she’s carried a message of
hope for the suffering and a message that
the empowerment of women is essential to
the prevention of AIDS. I thank you for your
introduction. More importantly, I thank you
for your love.

I want to thank you all for coming and
for joining the Government and, more im-
portantly, the armies of compassion in the
challenge of fighting AIDS. T want to thank
Secretary Rice for being here, Secretary of
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State. The Secretary of Defense is with us,
Secretary Rumsfeld; Carlos Gutierrez, Sec-
retary of Commerce; Secretary of Labor
Elaine Chao; Mike Leavitt, who is the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services;
USAID Director Andrew Natsios is with us.

Ambassador Randy Tobias, who is the U.S.
Global AIDS Coordinator and has done a
heck of a job. Thank you for being here.
CDC Director Dr. Julie Gerberding; Tony
Fauci is with us as well; Elias Zerhouni of
the NIH—thank you all for being here.
Thanks for being—making sure the scientific
community stays on the leading edge of re-
search to help save lives.

I appreciate the Peace Corps Director
Gaddi Vasquez for joining us. I'm proud that
two United States Senators have taken time
out of their busy schedules to join us, Senator
Dick Lugar and Senator Mike Enzi. Thank
you all for being here. It means a lot.

Finally, I want to thank the diplomatic
corps for joining us. You're going to hear a
strong message of support, and I know you'll
relay this message back to your governments,
along with a message that in order to deal
with HIV/AIDS we must confront it hon-
estly. Were glad youre here, your
Excellencies. Thank you for joining us.

Today, with people around the world, not
just here in America but all around the world,
40 million—we turn our thoughts to the
more than 40 million men, women, and chil-
dren who are living with HIV. That’s what
World AIDS Day is all about. And on World
AIDS Day, we renew our commitment to
turn the tide against this disease.

HIV/AIDS is a global health crisis. It is
also a daily burden for many of our families
and neighbors and friends. Across Africa, this
pandemic threatens the stability and the fu-
ture of whole societies. In Asia, HIV/AIDS
is a challenge that grows daily and must be
confronted directly. Here in the United
States, over a million of our citizens face this
chronic condition. At the start of this century,
AIDS causes suffering from remote villages
of Africa to the heart of America’s big cities.
This danger is multiplied by indifference and
complacency. This danger will be overcome
by compassion, honesty, and decisive action.

I believe America has a unique ability and
a special calling to fight this disease. We are
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blessed with great scientific knowledge.
We're a generous country that has always
reached out to feed the hungry and rescue
captives and care for the sick. We are guided
by the conviction of our founding—that the
Author of Life has endowed every life with
matchless value.

Here in America, some of our fellow citi-
zens have now lived 15 years or more with
HIV/AIDS. The Federal Government pro-
vides more than $17 billion a year to help
people in America living with HIV/AIDS, in-
cluding funding that brings lifesaving drugs
and treatment to hundreds of thousands of
low-income Americans. With the help of
medicine and their own daily courage, many
people are managing a condition that was
once uniformly fatal and proving that HIV/
AIDS is a long-term illness like heart disease
or diabetes.

Yet America still sees an estimated 40,000
new infections each year. This is not inevi-
table, and it’s not acceptable. HIV/AIDS re-
mains a special concern in the gay commu-
nity, which has effectively fought this disease
for decades through education and preven-
tion. And the demographics of this disease
continue to change. AIDS is increasingly
found among women and minorities. Nearly
half of the new infections are found in the
African-American community.

We're determined to make voluntary HIV
testing a routine part of health care in Amer-
ica, so people can know the truth about their
status, tell others, and get the treatment they
need. We're determined to end mother-to-
child transmission of HIV in America be-
cause medicine makes it possible and con-
science demands it. We're determined to im-
prove care for minorities and citizens in the
greatest need, and so I urge the Congress
to reauthorize the Ryan White Care Act.

Our concern about HIV/AIDS does not
stop at our borders. Other nations face great-
er challenges, yet they are moving forward
with courage and determination that inspires
our respect and deserves our support. Na-
tions like Uganda and Kenya have dem-
onstrated that leadership and honesty can
overcome stigma and reduce rates of infec-
tion. Nations like Botswana and Namibia
have shown that antiretroviral treatments can
be widely delivered and highly successful.
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These countries and many others are fighting
for the lives of their citizens, and America
is now their strongest partner in that fight,
and we’re proud to be so.

We’re supporting our partners through the
Global Fund, which is helping nations pur-
chase medicines and treat tuberculosis, the
deadly infection that often accompanies
AIDS.

We are also supporting our partners
through the Emergency Plan for AIDS Re-
lief, the largest initiative in history to combat
a specific disease. This effort is designed to
support and strengthen the AIDS-fighting
strategies of many nations, including 15 heav-
ily afflicted nations in Africa, Asia, and the
Caribbean. In May 2003, we committed $15
billion over 5 years to meet specific goals:
to support treatment for 2 million people,
support prevention for 7 million people, sup-
port care for 10 million people.

We're working with our partners to pro-
vide treatment because the lives of people
already infected should never be written off,
because the best way to help a child in need
is to help their parents live, and because peo-
ple who know they can be treated are more
likely to seek testing. We're working with our
partners to expand prevention efforts that
emphasize abstinence, being faithful in mar-
riage, and using condoms correctly. This
strategy, pioneered by Africans, has proven
its effectiveness, and America stands behind
the ABC approach to prevention.

And we're working with our partners to
expand compassionate care, especially for the
millions of children made orphans by this
cruel disease.

The United States Congress and the
American people have been generous in this
effort, and Americans can know that their
generosity is making a significant difference.
Before the Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief,
only 50,000 people of the more than 4 million
people in sub-Saharan Africa needing imme-
diate AIDS treatment were getting medicine.
Think about that—only 50,000 people. After
2 years of sustained effort, approximately
400,000 sub-Saharan Africans are receiving
the treatment they need.

Today I'm proud to welcome Thandazile
Darby and her two children, Lewis and
Emily—Lewis, by the way, is age 4; Emily,
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age 5—and their doctor, Dr. Helga Holst.
They're from South Africa. Welcome to
America.

It’s the effects of a long speech. [Laughter]
Two years ago, she took Emily to the hospital
for what she thought was the mumps. Later
they found that Emily and the rest of the
family were HIV-positive. Thandazile’s late
husband’s relatives tried to support her treat-
ment for as long as they could, but the cost
was too high. Thanks to the Emergency Plan
funds, the Darbys began to get the treatment
they desperately needed. Soon these children
will start school, and now their mom dreams
that someday they will attend college. Here
is what Thandazile says: “The medicine used
to be very expensive. I used to have to decide
between taking our medicine and putting
food in our bellies. It was difficult, because
we needed to have food in our bellies so that
we could take the pills. Now I can afford
to buy food for my family, and we can keep
taking our medicine to stay healthy.”

I want to thank you for joining us today,
and I want to thank for your strong example
of courage.

This example is repeated across Africa and
beyond. In northern Namibia, Emergency
Plan funds helped a Lutheran hospital build
anew HIV treatment center and hire 12 doc-
tors and nurses and other staff. As a result,
this clinic has been able to put 1,475 people
on treatment in less than a year. In Botswana,
Emergency Plan funds are supporting two
clinics to launch a peer counseling program
for mothers to provide emotional support
and prevent mother-to-child transmission of
HIV/AIDS. In Uganda, Emergency Plan
funds helped Dr. Peter Mujenyi expand from
one site serving those with AIDS to 25 sites
in a single year. Today, there are 35 sites,
many of them in remote rural areas, that pro-
vide treatment to 35,000 of his countrymen.
I first met Peter more than 2 years ago. This
man is an incredible leader. He’s an incred-
ibly compassionate soul. I want to thank you
for being a lifesaver, and thank you for join-
ing us.

We're making good progress, and none of
it would be possible without the devotion and
professionalism of our partners on the
ground: Courageous leaders of African na-
tions who care about their people and who
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tell the truth; doctors and pharmacists who
work without rest in overcrowded wards;
health workers, often with HIV themselves,
who visit homes and make sure people are
taking their medicine; people who run youth
groups and clubs that encourage abstinence
and help children with HIV face the chal-
lenges of life. Many of these good people
who serve others are also motivated by their
deep faith. And we want to expand these
partnerships.

So today I am pleased to announce the
New Partners Initiative. Through this initia-
tive, which is part of the Emergency Plan,
we will further reach out to our faith-based
and community organizations that provide
much of the health care in the developing
world and make sure they have access to an
American assistance. By identifying and sup-
porting these organizations, we will reach
more people, more effectively and save more
lives.

Americans have always stood for human
dignity when history calls. When the nations
of Europe lay in rubble after World War 11,
America helped build a brighter future with
the Marshall plan. When the developing
world looked for help and inspiration, we
sent the Peace Corps to lay new foundations
for friendship. And now, as millions afflicted
with AIDS reach out for help, the American
people are once again responding. On this
World AIDS Day, we are proud to stand with
our friends and partners in this urgent strug-
gle. And every life we help to save makes
us proud to be Americans.

I want to thank you all for your good work.
Thank you for joining us today. May God
bless those who suffer, may God continue
to bless our country.

NotE: The President spoke at 10:08 a.m. in Room
450 in the Dwight D. Eisenhower Executive Of-
fice Building. The transcript released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary also included the re-
marks of the First Lady.
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Proclamation 7967—World AIDS
Day, 2005

December 1, 2005

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

On World AIDS Day, we remember those
who have lost their lives to AIDS, and we
recommit ourselves to fighting and pre-
venting HIV/AIDS and to comforting those
infected and their loved ones.

The United States is working with its part-
ners around the world to turn the tide against
HIV/AIDS. In May 2003, we committed $15
billion over 5 years to support treatment, pre-
vention, and care. This plan is designed to
support and strengthen the AIDS-fighting
strategies of many nations, including 15 af-
fected countries in Africa, Asia, and the Car-
ibbean. Approximately 400,000 men, women,
and children in sub-Saharan Africa have re-
ceived life-saving treatment supported
through this program. This is a remarkable
improvement from 2 years ago, when just
50,000 people in sub-Saharan Africa were re-
ceiving treatment for HIV/AIDS. The plan
focuses on the ABC prevention message—
Abstain, Be faithful, and use Condoms—with
abstinence being the only sure way to pre-
vent the sexual transmission of HIV/AIDS.
We are also working with faith-based and
community organizations and local leaders
around the world to expand testing facilities,
upgrade clinics and hospitals, and train and
support medical personnel.

Here at home, more than 1 million people
suffer from HIV/AIDS. To stop the spread
of this virus, we are focusing extraordinary
Federal efforts and resources to increase rou-
tine voluntary testing, improve access to life-
extending care, and develop a vaccine. We
are also grateful for the work of faith-based
and community programs whose efforts in
these areas are helping to improve the lives
of our citizens.

On World AIDS Day, we recognize the
effect of HIV/AIDS and renew our commit-
ment to defeat this pandemic. Americans be-
lieve that every life matters and every person
counts. The United States will continue to



