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As Jewish Americans prepare to light the
Hanukkah candles this year, we give thanks
for God’s many blessings and His watch and
care over our Nation. We remember our
many military families and ask God’s special
blessing on those who have lost loved ones
in freedom’s cause. We are grateful for the
courage and commitment of America’s men
and women in uniform and pray for their
safety as they serve around the world to
spread peace and liberty.

Laura and I send our best wishes for a

joyful Hanukkah.

George W. Bush

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message.

Message on the Observance of
Kwanzaa 2005

December 19, 2005

I send greetings to those observing
Kwanzaa.

African Americans and people around the
world reflect on African heritage during
Kwanzaa. The seven days of this celebration
emphasize the seven principles of Nguzo
Saba—unity, self-determination, collective
work and responsibility, cooperative econom-
ics, purpose, creativity, and faith. These val-
ues contribute to a culture of citizenship and
compassion, and Kwanzaa activities help pass
on African values and traditions to future
generations.

As families and friends gather for
Kwanzaa, Americans remember the many
contributions African Americans have made
to our country’s character and celebrate the
diversity that makes our Nation strong. May
your commitment to family, faith, and com-
munity thrive during this holiday season and
throughout the coming year.

Laura and I send our best wishes for a
happy Kwanzaa.

George W. Bush

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message.
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Remarks at a Swearing-In Ceremony
for John J. Danilovich as Chief
Executive Officer of the Millennium
Challenge Corporation

December 20, 2005

Thank you all. Thanks for the warm wel-
come. It’s nice to be back here at the State
Department. I'm glad to be with my friend,
Condi Rice, who’s doing a fabulous job as
our Secretary of State. It’s also good to be
here with the Board and staff of the Millen-
nium Challenge Corporation. And I'm proud
to be here to congratulate the new Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer, Ambassador John
Danilovich.

This is a vital program for our country and
for my administration, and that’s why I've
come. The MCC is an integral part of our
strategy to fight poverty and to encourage
economic development. And leading this or-
ganization requires a combination of idealism
and managerial skill and diplomatic savvy and
economic expertise. John Danilovich has
those qualities. That’s why I picked him, and
that’s why he’s going to be a great executive
leading this important corporation.

I'm also proud to be standing up here with
Irene, and I'm glad to be with his three chil-
dren, J.C., Alice, and Alex, proud members
of the Danilovich family. I appreciate Ambas-
sador Negroponte being here today. Thank
you, John. He’s doing a fine job as the Direc-
tor of National Intelligence. In order to de-
feat the enemy, we have got to have the best
intelligence possible. Thanks for your leader-
ship.

I%eputy Secretary Bob Kimmitt of the
Treasury is with us. I see my friend,
Mosbacher, here, from OPIC. Thanks for
coming, Rob. Members of the administration
too numerous to mention are here, and I
want to thank the ambassadors, members of
the diplomatic corps, Your Excellencies,
thanks for being here today.

America is founded on the belief that
every life has dignity and every life has value,
and we have long felt a special responsibility
to help the less fortunate. For decades, our
country sent aid to developing—to the devel-
oping world with the best of intentions, but
we did not ask if we were getting the best
of results. Too often, American aid was



