
73 

Week Ending Friday, January 20, 2006 

Proclamation 7973—Martin Luther 
King, Jr., Federal Holiday, 2006 
January 13, 2006 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
As we observe the 20th anniversary of the 

Martin Luther King, Jr., Federal Holiday, we 
reflect on the history of civil rights in Amer-
ica and honor Dr. King for the power of his 
intellect, the truth of his words, and the ex-
ample of his courage. Dr. King created a 
powerful and enduring legacy for all Ameri-
cans by calling upon our Nation to ensure 
equal justice under law and uphold our 
founding ideals of life, liberty, and the pur-
suit of happiness for all people. 

Dr. King became an active leader in the 
civil rights movement in the 1950s, strength-
ened in his resolve by the quiet courage of 
Rosa Parks’ refusal to give up her seat on 
a Montgomery, Alabama, bus. He advocated 
non-violent action as a means to overcome 
the evil of racism in America, and he led the 
effort that resulted in the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964. Dr. King later said that the legisla-
tion was the work of every citizen who took 
to the streets and marched for justice and 
equality. The Voting Rights Act, which be-
came law the next year, guaranteed all citi-
zens the right to vote, regardless of race, and 
helped our country realize the promise of the 
15th Amendment to our Constitution. 

Dr. King believed that all people are made 
in God’s image and created equal. He dedi-
cated his life to empowering people, no mat-
ter their circumstances, and challenged them 
to lift up their neighbors and communities. 
He broke down barriers within our society 
by encouraging Americans to look past their 
differences and refused to rest until our Na-
tion fulfilled its pledge of liberty and justice 
for all. 

As we observe and honor Dr. King’s birth-
day, we are reminded that great causes often 
involve great sacrifices. In the five decades 
since Dr. King and Mrs. Parks stood together 
in Montgomery, Alabama, our country has 
made great progress toward equality for 
every citizen. Yet more work remains. In the 
words of Dr. King, ‘‘We will not be satisfied 
until ‘justice rolls down like waters and right-
eousness like a mighty stream.’ ’’ 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim Monday, January 
16, 2006, as the Martin Luther King, Jr., 
Federal Holiday. I encourage all Americans 
to observe this day with appropriate civic, 
community, and service programs and activi-
ties in honor of the memory and legacy of 
Dr. King. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this thirteenth day of January, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand six, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
9:23 a.m., January 18, 2006] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on January 19. This item was not 
received in time for publication in the appropriate 
issue. 

Proclamation 7974—Religious 
Freedom Day, 2006 
January 13, 2006 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
The right to religious freedom is a founda-

tion of America. On Religious Freedom Day, 
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our Nation celebrates the passage of the 1786 
Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom and 
the protection of religious freedom in the 
First Amendment to the United States Con-
stitution. 

Our Founding Fathers knew the impor-
tance of freedom of religion to a stable de-
mocracy, and our Constitution protects indi-
viduals’ rights to worship as they choose. We 
reject religious discrimination in every form, 
and we continue our efforts to oppose preju-
dice and to counter any infringements on re-
ligious freedom. 

Today, we are also working to advance 
freedom of religion abroad. The Department 
of State’s Office of International Religious 
Freedom plays an important role in these ef-
forts, advocating for religious freedom and 
actively working against religious persecution 
around the world. In recent years, we have 
seen important progress, including in Viet-
nam, Laos, India, Georgia, and the United 
Arab Emirates, and with the release of many 
individuals in countries throughout the world 
who had been imprisoned because of their 
faith. By helping to secure the religious free-
dom of people in other countries, we pro-
mote the spread of liberty and human dig-
nity. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim January 16, 2006, 
as Religious Freedom Day. I call on all 
Americans to reflect on the great blessing of 
religious liberty, endeavor to preserve this 
freedom for future generations, and com-
memorate this day with appropriate events 
and activities in their schools, places of wor-
ship, neighborhoods, and homes. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this thirteenth day of January, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand six, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
9:23 a.m., January 18, 2006] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on January 19. This item was not 

received in time for publication in the appropriate 
issue. 

Executive Order 13395— 
Designating the Global Fund To 
Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and 
Malaria as a Public International 
Organization Entitled To Enjoy 
Certain Privileges, Exemptions, and 
Immunities 
January 13, 2006 

By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, including sections 
1 and 16 of the International Organizations 
Immunities Act (22 U.S.C. 288 and 288f–6), 
it is hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1. Designation. The Global Fund 
to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria 
(Global Fund) is hereby designated as a pub-
lic international organization entitled to 
enjoy the privileges, exemptions, and immu-
nities provided by the International Organi-
zations Immunities Act. 

Sec. 2. Non-Abridgement. The designation 
in section 1 is not intended to abridge in any 
respect privileges, exemptions, or immunities 
that the Global Fund otherwise may have ac-
quired or may acquire by law. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
January 13, 2006. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
9:23 a.m., January 18, 2006] 

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the 
Federal Register on January 19. This item was not 
received in time for publication in the appropriate 
issue. 

The President’s Radio Address 
January 14, 2006 

Good morning. Last October, I was proud 
to nominate Judge Sam Alito to be an Asso-
ciate Justice on the Supreme Court of the 
United States. This week, Judge Alito testi-
fied before the Senate Judiciary Committee, 
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