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Let me just make something clear to the
American people: If there was any doubt in
my mind or people in my administration’s
mind that our ports would be less secure and
the American people endangered, this deal
wouldn’t go forward. And I can understand
people’s consternation because the first thing
they heard was that a foreign company would
be in charge of our port security, when in
fact, the Coast Guard and Customs are in
charge of our port security. Our duty is to
protect America, and we will protect Amer-
ica.

On the other hand, this company is buying
a British company that manages the ports.
And by the way, there are a lot of foreign
companies managing U.S. ports. And so my
question to the Members of Congress as they
review this matter is, one, please look at the
facts. And two, what kind of signal does it
send throughout the world if it’s okay for a
British company to manage the ports, but not
a company that has been secure—been
cleared for security purposes, from the Arab
world? So I look forward to a good, consistent
review. You don’t need to interpret. That’s
a U.S. question.

One at a time.

Italy-U.S. Relations

[The reporter spoke in Italian, and the ques-
tion was translated by an interpreter. ]

Q. Just a few minutes ago, President Bush
praised stability. I would like to know from
both of you what role did stability play in
your personal relationship and in the rela-
tionship between the two countries?

President Bush. Well, first of all, a per-
sonal relationship is based upon mutual trust.
And T have found Silvio to be a person of
his word. Look, sometimes we don’t agree,
but at least you know where he stands. He
is—and that matters, by the way, for a person
to keep his word. In politics, people always
try to look the easy—find the easy path. I
like somebody who makes up his mind based
upon principle.

And obviously there’s a practical reason
why it’s important to have stability. Because
if a government is changing every year, it re-
quires a person in my position to constantly
have to reacquaint yourself. And that’s what
I meant by stability. It’s much easier to make
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common policy when you're dealing with a
person from one year to the next.

Prime Minister Berlusconi. As far as I'm
concerned, I can only add that we brought
into politics the values which pertain to the
world of work and business, and the world
of sport. Because in politics, people changing
frequently their minds and positions are con-
sidered to be professional. [Laughter] While
on the contrary in the world of business or
the world of sports, a person who changes
constantly his position and never keeps his
promises is cornered or even set outside.

President Bush. Thank you. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:43 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. A reporter re-
ferred to Romano Prodi, candidate for Prime Min-
ister of Italy. Prime Minister Berlusconi spoke
partly in Italian, and those portions of his remarks
were translated by an interpreter.

Proclamation 7986—Save Your
Vision Week, 2006

February 28, 2006

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Many Americans suffer from diseases and
disorders of the eye that can affect their vi-
sion and quality of life. During Save Your
Vision Week, we highlight how basic eye care
and protection can help citizens maintain and
enjoy healthy eyesight.

An important part of ensuring physical
well-being includes making healthy choices
and adopting habits that can prevent disease
and injury. Many of the problems that lead
to blindness each year can be avoided with
simple steps to protect the eyes, such as
wearing sunglasses and using protective
eyewear while working in hazardous environ-
ments or participating in sports.

Because the first noticeable symptom of
many eye diseases is often vision loss, early
detection is vital. As a result of the Medicare
Modernization Act, diabetes screenings and
glaucoma tests for eligible beneficiaries are
now covered by Medicare as a part of an ini-
tial physical exam for new Medicare bene-
ficiaries. Medicare also covers glaucoma
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screenings for beneficiaries with diabetes
who are at high risk or have a family history
of the disease. I encourage America’s seniors
to act to preserve their vision by taking ad-
vantage of this health care benefit. And I
urge all Americans to have regular eye exami-
nations as part of their health care routines.

By raising awareness about the importance
of preventing eye problems and the measures
citizens can take to protect their vision and
by providing greater access for the detection
and treatment of eye diseases, we can con-
tinue to work toward a healthier Nation
where more Americans enjoy the gift of
healthy vision.

The Congress, by joint resolution ap-
proved December 30, 1963, as amended (77
Stat. 629; 36 U.S.C. 138), has authorized and
requested the President to proclaim the first
week in March of each year as “Save Your
Vision Week.”

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim March 5 through March
11, 2006, as Save Your Vision Week. I en-
courage all Americans to make eye care and
eye safety an important part of their lives.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-seventh day of Feb-
ruary, in the year of our Lord two thousand
six, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and thir-
tieth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
12:05 p.m., March 1, 2006]

NoTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on March 2.

Proclamation 7987—To Implement
the Dominican Republic-Central
America-United States Free Trade
Agreement

February 28, 2006

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

1. On August 5, 2004, the United States
entered into the Dominican Republic-Cen-
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tral America-United States Free Trade
Agreement (the “Agreement”) with Costa
Rica, the Dominican Republic, El Salvador,
Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua (the
“Agreement countries”). The Agreement was
approved by the Congress in section 101(a)
of the Dominican Republic-Central Amer-
ica-United States Free Trade Agreement Im-
plementation Act (the “Act”) (Public Law
109-53, 119 Stat. 462) (19 U.S.C. 4001 note).

2. Section 105(a) of the Act authorizes the
President to establish or designate within the
Department of Commerce an office that
shall be responsible for providing administra-
tive assistance to panels established under
Chapter Twenty of the Agreement.

3. Section 201 of the Act authorizes the
President to proclaim such modifications or
continuation of any duty, such continuation
of duty-free or excise treatment, or such ad-
ditional duties, as the President determines
to be necessary or appropriate to carry out
or apply Articles 3.3, 3.5, 3.6, 3.21, 3.26, 3.27,
and 3.28, and Annexes 3.3 (including the
schedule of United States duty reductions
with respect to originating goods), 3.27, and
3.28 of the Agreement.

4. Consistent with section 201(a)(2) of the
Act, each Agreement country is to be re-
moved from the enumeration of designated
beneficiary developing countries eligible for
the benefits of the Generalized System of
Preferences (GSP) on the date the Agree-
ment enters into force with respect to that
country.

5. Consistent with section 201(a)(3) of the
Act, each Agreement country is to be re-
moved from the enumeration of designated
beneficiary countries under the Caribbean
Basin Economic Recovery Act (CBERA) (19
U.S.C. 2701 et seq.) on the date the Agree-
ment enters into force with respect to that
country, subject to the exceptions set out in
section 201(a)(3)(B) of the Act.

6. Consistent with section 213(b)(5)(D) of
the CBERA, as amended by the United
States-Caribbean Basin Trade Partnership
Act (CBTPA) (Public Law 106-200), each
Agreement country is to be removed from
the enumeration of designated CBTPA bene-
ficiary countries on the date the Agreement
enters into force with respect to that country.



