Week Ending Friday, March 17, 2006

Proclamation 7988—National Poison
Prevention Week, 2006

March 10, 2006

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

National Poison Prevention Week helps
raise awareness about the dangers of poison
exposure. Our Nation has made great
progress in reducing the number of poison-
related deaths and injuries since the first Na-
tional Poison Prevention Week in 1962, yet
poisonings remain a threat to the health and
safety of many Americans.

Approximately 1 million of our Nation’s
children under the age of 5 are exposed to
poisonous substances each year. Most of
these instances are preventable and result
from the ingestion of household products.
The Consumer Product Safety Commission
requires child-resistant packaging for many
medicines and household chemicals, and it
is important for parents and adults to remem-
ber to act responsibly by storing these sub-
stances out of the reach of children.

The most common cause of death due to
accidental poisoning results from exposure to
carbon monoxide, an odorless, colorless gas
that is produced by products such as grills,
gas stoves, water heaters, and automobiles.
Every year, more than 500 Americans die
from carbon monoxide poisoning, usually
during winter months. Knowledge is the key
to preventing this kind of poisoning. Placing
a carbon monoxide alarm on each level of
a home, and especially near bedrooms, is a
good way to monitor air quality and remain
alert to potentially high levels of carbon mon-
oxide.

Information about poison exposure and
how homes can be made safer is available

at the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention website, www.cdc.gov/health/poi-
soning.html, and the Poison Prevention
Week Council website,
Www.poisonprevention.org. In case of emer-
gency, families can contact their nearest Poi-
son Control Center, 24 hours a day, 7 days
a week, by calling 1-800-222-1222. By work-
ing together and taking the appropriate pre-
cautions, we can help to prevent deaths and
injuries caused by accidental poisonings.

To encourage Americans to learn more
about the dangers of accidental poisonings
and to take appropriate preventive measures,
the Congress, by joint resolution approved
September 26, 1961, as amended (75 Stat.
681), has requested the President to issue
a proclamation designating the third week of
March each year as “National Poison Preven-
tion Week.”

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim March 19 through March
25, 2006, as National Poison Prevention
Week. I call upon all Americans to observe
this week by participating in appropriate ac-
tivities and by learning how to prevent
poisonings, especially among children.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this tenth day of March, in the year
of our Lord two thousand six, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and thirtieth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., March 14, 2006]

NoTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on March 15. This item was not
received in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.
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Remarks Following a Briefing by the
Joint Improvised Explosive Device
Defeat Organization and an
Exchange With Reporters

March 11, 2006

The President. Good morning. I want to
thank General Meigs for being here to brief
me about tactics on the ground in Iraq. One
of the things that the Secretary and General
Pace are constantly doing is briefing the
Commander in Chief as to the nature of the
enemy, what the enemy is trying to do to
shake our will, and how we're adjusting, how
we're constantly adapting our tactics on the
ground to achieve a victory.

We face an enemy that will use explosive
devices in order to shake our will; in order
to foment violence in Iraq; in order to try
to convince the American people that we
can’t win in Iraq. That’s what they’re trying
to do. And the general has spent a lot of time
thinking about the enemy’s tactics and tech-
niques, and how our military can adjust to
them.

So the briefing today was a series of brief-
ing I get from our commanders on the
ground, as well as our experts hired by the
Pentagon to let me know what we're doing,
so I can let the American people know that
we recognize the nature of this enemy. We're
adjusting our tactics to defeat this enemy for
the sake of peace, for the sake of the security
of the United States of America, and for the
sake of peace in the world.

And so, General, thank you for being here.
I appreciate your time. I'll answer a couple
of questions. Deb [Deb Riechmann, Associ-
ated Press].

Former Assistant to the President for
Domestic Policy Claude Allen

Q. Mr. President, can you tell us your re-
action to the arrest of your former Domestic
Policy Adviser, Claude Allen?

The President. If the allegations are true,
Claude Allen did not tell my Chief of Staff
and legal counsel the truth, and that’s deeply
disappointing. If the allegations are true,
something went wrong in Claude Allen’s life,
and that is really sad. When I heard the story
last night, I was shocked. And my first reac-
tion was one of disappointment, deep dis-
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appointment that—if it’s true—that we were
not fully informed. But it was also one—
shortly thereafter, I felt really sad for the
Allen family.

Caren [Caren Bohan, Reuters].

Republican Party/Dubai Ports World

Q. Sir, are you concerned about the rift
that the Dubai Ports deal has opened within
your own party?

The President. The Republican Party is
united in our efforts to win the war on terror.
The Republican Party is united in our efforts
to keep this economy strong by keeping taxes
low. The Republican Party is united in mak-
ing us less dependent on foreign sources of
oil.

T've read all the stories about this rift or
that rift. That’s typical Washington, it seems
like to me. I am looking forward to con-
tinuing to work with the leadership in the
United States Congress to pass an agenda
that will keep America the economic leader
of the world and will keep this country se-
cure. And next fall, I'm looking forward to
campaigning with our candidates. I'm con-
vinced ours is the party that has got an agen-
da for the future, and ours is the party that
has performed.

Stretch [Richard Keil, Bloomberg News].

Progress in Iraq

Q. Mr. President, are you concerned, with
reference to the IEDs, are you concerned
that the sophisticated weaponry our troops
are facing now might be coming from for-
eign, neighboring countries? And if so, what
are our courses going about

The President. We're constantly gath-
ering intelligence. We’re monitoring influ-
ence. We are adjusting our tactics. We are—
obviously, if there’s any kind of influence
from a foreign country that is disruptive, any
kind of influence—if the Iranians are trying
to influence the outcome of the political
process or the outcome of the security situa-
tion there, we're letting them know our dis-
pleasure.

Our call is for those in the neighborhood
to allow Iran—Iraq to develop a democracy.
And that includes our call to Iran as well as
to Syria. We have made our concerns known,
and we will continue to make our concerns




