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son have given his all for an unfinished job.
Please complete the mission.”

I make this promise to Debbie and all the
families of the fallen heroes: We will not let
your loved ones dying be in vain. We will
finish what we started in Iraq. We will com-
plete the mission. We will leave behind a de-
mocracy that can govern itself, sustain itself,
and defend itself. And a free Iraq in the heart
of the Middle East will make the American
people more secure for generations to come.

May God bless the families of the fallen.
May God bless our troops in the fight. And
may God continue to bless the United States
of America.

NotE: The President spoke at 1:16 p.m. in the
Dorothy Betts Marvin Theatre at The George
Washington University. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Clifford D. May, president, Foundation
for the Defense of Democracies; Jordan’s Ambas-
sador to the U.S. Karim Kawar; Israel’s Ambas-
sador to the U.S. Daniel Ayalon; former President
Saddam Hussein of Iraq; Grand Ayatollah Ali al-
Sistani, Iraqi Shiite leader; Lt. Gen. Martin E.
Dempsey, USA, commander, Multi-National Se-
curity Transition Command—Irag; senior Al
Qaida associate Abu Musab Al Zargawi; and
Montgomery C. Meigs, director, Joint Improvised
Explosive Device Defeat Organization. The Office
of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks.

Notice—Continuation of the
National Emergency With Respect to
Iran

March 13, 2006

On March 15, 1995, by Executive Order
12957, the President declared a national
emergency with respect to Iran pursuant to
the International Emergency Economic
Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701-1706) to deal
with the unusual and extraordinary threat to
the national security, foreign policy, and
economy of the United States constituted by
the actions and policies of the Government
of Iran. On May 6, 1995, the President issued
Executive Order 12959 imposing more com-
prehensive sanctions to further respond to
this threat, and on August 19, 1997, the
President issued Executive Order 13059 con-
solidating and clarifying the previous orders.
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Because the actions and policies of the
Government of Iran continue to pose an un-
usual and extraordinary threat to the national
security, foreign policy, and economy of the
United States, the national emergency de-
clared on March 15, 1995, must continue in
effect beyond March 15, 2006. Therefore, in
accordance with section 202(d) of the Na-
tional Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)),
I am continuing for 1 year the national emer-
gency with respect to Iran. Because the
emergency declared by Executive Order
12957 constitutes an emergency separate
from that declared on November 14, 1979,
by Executive Order 12170, this renewal is
distinct from the emergency renewal of No-
vember 2005.

This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress.

George W. Bush

The White House,
March 13, 2006.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
12:48 p.m., March 13, 2006]

NoOTE: This notice was published in the Federal
Register on March 14.

Message to the Congress on
Continuation of the National
Emergency With Respect to Iran

March 13, 2006

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision,
I have sent the enclosed notice to the Federal
Register for publication, stating that the Iran
emergency declared on March 15, 1995, is
to continue in effect beyond March 15, 2006.
The most recent notice continuing this emer-
gency was published in the Federal Register
on March 14, 2005 (70 FR 12581).
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The crisis between the United States and
Iran constituted by the actions and policies
of the Government of Iran that led to the
declaration of a national emergency on
March 15, 1995, has not been resolved. The
actions and policies of the Government of
Iran are contrary to the interests of the
United States in the region and pose a con-
tinuing unusual and extraordinary threat to
the national security, foreign policy, and
economy of the United States. For these rea-
sons, I have determined that it is necessary
to continue the national emergency declared
with respect to Iran and maintain in force
comprehensive sanctions against Iran to re-
spond to this threat.

George W. Bush

The White House,
March 13, 2006.

Remarks on Arrival in Rochester,
New York and an Exchange With
Reporters

March 14, 2006

Jason McElwain

The President. First of all, it’s great to
be here in upstate New York. As you can
see, a special person has greeted me at the
airport.

Jason, mind if I call you J-Mac?

Mr. McElwain. Yeah. [Laughter]

The President. I call him J-Mac. You call
me George W. [Laughter]

But our country was captivated by an
amazing story on the basketball court. I think
it’s a story of Coach Johnson’s willingness to
give a person a chance. It’s a story of Dave
and Debbie’s deep love for their son, and
it’s a story of a young man who found his
touch on the basketball court, which in turn,
touched the hearts of citizens all across the
country.

So I want to thank you for being here. You
probably didn’t realize the impact you were
going to have on people all across America
and around the world when you made those
six 3s in a row. I've kind of gotten off the
courts these days because I'm getting old,
but if I got back on the courts, I'd need a
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lesson—{laughter]—on how to rotate that
ball. But let me have that there, Coach.
Jim Johnson. Okay. There you go, sir.

[At this point, the President held a sign with
Jason’s picture.]

The President. Thank you. There you go.
Kind of looks like you.

Anyway, thank you all for coming. God
bless. I appreciate the wonderful story that’s
come out of your family.

Q. Mr. President, how did you hear about
the story, and what’s your reaction?

The President. Saw it on TV. Saw it on
TV, and I wept, just like a lot of other people.
It’s just one of those stories that touched a
lot of people’s heart.

Q. Did somebody play it for you, or did
you just see it?

The President. 1 can’t remember exactly
how it happened. Probably somebody played
it for me, you know, being the President and
all. But it’s a wonderful tale.

God bless.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 10:50 a.m. at the
Greater Rochester International Airport. In his re-
marks, he referred to Jason McElwain, an autistic
student at Greece Athena High School who scored
20 points in his first varsity basketball game; and
Jim Johnson, coach, Greece Athena High School
boys basketball team.

Remarks in a Discussion on
Medicare Prescription Drug Benefits
in Canandaigua, New York

March 14, 2006

The President. Thank you all. Be seated.
Thank you all very much. Thanks for coming.
Thanks for the warm welcome. Thanks for
giving me a chance to come and talk to you
about an important issue for our seniors.

Before I get started, though, I do want to
thank the folks here at Canandaigua Acad-
emy for letting me come by to say hello. The
assistant principal, John LaFave, kindly
greeted me behind stage here. As I under-
stand, some of the students are here in the
room, and some are watching. I'm glad to
provide you a convenient excuse to get out



