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write?” It seems like a legitimate question
to me.

It doesn’t make any sense for the Federal
Government to tell you how to teach. We
believe in local control of schools. But when
you're spending as much money as we do,
it seems like we ought to be able to say,
“Show us whether or not a child is reading.”
And if not, correct the problems early, before
it’s too late. You can’t solve a problem unless
you diagnose the problem.

And the No Child Left Behind Act be-
lieves every child can learn, believes in set-
ting high standards, and says to the local dis-
tricts, “All we want to know is, can the child
learn to read and write and add and subtract?
And if not, here’s a little extra money to bring
them up to speed.”

Now, we've got to apply that same rigor
and same standards to math and science and
at the same time increase Government in-
vestment in research and development—and
at the same time say to the private sector,
“There’s certainty when it comes to your
budgets.” The research and development tax
credit should be a permanent part of the Tax
Code. In order for the United States of
America to be the leader of the world, we
must have a job—a set of skills available for
youngsters that will able to fill the jobs of
the 21st century, and we must be the leader
in research and technology.

Mike Sodrel understands that. Mike
Sodrel doesn’t fear the future, because he
intends to work with President George W.
Bush to shape the future. By being the eco-
nomic leader in the world, our people will
realize a better standard of living. By being
the economic leader of the world, we will
continue to be able to bring prosperity to
corners of our country.

You know, one thing Mike told me, he
said, “Just remember one thing, when you're
talking about my district, is that we've got
a lot of farmers there.” All right, I'm going
to talk to the farmers in Mike’s district. You
better have somebody elected to the United
States Congress who works to make sure
there’s markets for you to sell your products.
If you're good at something, you want to be
able to sell your products in new markets.
And Indiana’s farmers are very good at a lot
of things. Theyre good at growing. They're
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good at harvesting, and the United States
Government ought to help them sell those
products overseas at good prices.

Secondly, if you're a farmer, you better
have a Member of the United States Con-
gress who understands the effects of the
death tax on the American family farmer.
We've got a system today where you farm
all your life; you're paying your taxes; and
then you pass on—and your heirs get to pay
taxes again. And sometimes those inheritance
taxes mean you have to liquidate your farm.
For the sake of stability in the farm commu-
nity, we need to get rid of the death tax once
and for all.

Most of all, I'm here for Mike Sodrel be-
cause he’s a good, honest man. He’s a decent
man. He’s a problem-solver. He’s a practical
fellow. He likes to get things done. He’s a
patriotic man. He’s done a real fine job in
the United States Congress, and I look for-
ward to working with him in my last 2 years
as President of the United States.

I want to thank you all for coming to sup-
port Michael Sodrel. Thanks for your inter-
est. Thanks for your concern about our fu-
ture. May God bless Indiana. May God con-
tinue to bless the United States of America.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 2:10 p.m. in the
Murat Centre. In his remarks, he referred to Gov.
Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr., of Indiana, and his wife,
Cheri; and Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi of

Japan.
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The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

March 18

In the morning, at Camp David, MD, the
President had an intelligence briefing.
March 19

In the afternoon, the President returned
to Washington, DC.
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March 20

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, he met with Secretary
of State Condoleezza Rice. He then traveled
to Cleveland, OH, where, upon arrival, he
met with USA Freedom Corps volunteer
Lois Hagood.

In the afternoon, the President returned
to Washington, DC.

The President declared a major disaster in
Oregon and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the
area struck by severe storms, flooding, land-
slides, and mudslides from December 18,
2005, through and including January 21,
2006.

March 21

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing.

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs.
Bush had lunch and attended a performance
with President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf of Libe-
ria.

March 22

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing followed by a National Secu-
rity Council meeting on Iraq. Later, he trav-
eled to Wheeling, WV, where, upon arrival,
he met with USA Freedom Corps volunteer
Kristen Holloway.

In the afternoon, at the Capitol Music
Hall, the President met with family members
of soldiers killed in Iraq. Later, he returned
to Washington, DC.

The White House announced that the
President will welcome President Hu Jintao
of China to the White House on April 20.

March 23

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing.

In the afternoon, the President had lunch
with Vice President Dick Cheney. Later, in
the Oval Office, he participated in a photo
opportunity with the 2006 White House
News Photographers Association “Eyes of
History” winners.

In the evening, in the Blue Room, the
President and Mrs. Bush hosted a social din-
ner to honor the 300th anniversary of the
birth of Benjamin Franklin. Following the
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dinner, in the East Room, they attended a
performance.

The President announced his designation
of the following individuals as members of
a Presidential delegation to Tallinn, Estonia,
to attend the funeral of former President
Lennart Meri of Estonia on March 26: David
A. Sampson (head of delegation); Aldona
Zofia Wos; and Daniel Fried.

March 24

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing.

In the afternoon, the President traveled to
Indianapolis, IN, where, upon arrival, he met
with USA Freedom Corps volunteer Marvin
Bardo. Later, he traveled to Pittsburgh, PA,
where, upon arrival, he met with USA Free-
dom Corps volunteer Edy Hope. He then
traveled to Sewickley Heights, PA, where, at
a private residence, he attended a Santorum
2006 reception.

In the evening, the President returned to
Washington, DC.

The White House announced that Presi-
dent Bush will welcome President Olusegun
Obasanjo of Nigeria to the White House on
March 29.

Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

NOTE: No nominations were submitted to the
Senate during the period covered by this issue.

Checklist
of White House Press Releases

The following list contains releases of the Office
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of
Other White House Announcements.

Released March 18

Fact sheet: Operation Iraqi Freedom: Three
Years Later



