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care costs so that you can realize the dream 
of making sure your employees have got 
health care coverage. We can open up mar-
kets for you. We can make sure the environ-
ment is strong, so people continue to realize 
their dreams. 

I love a society in which people are able 
to pursue their dreams, no matter who they 
are or where they’re from. I think this really 
speaks to the greatness of the United States 
of America—a place where a person can start 
with nothing and end up with something, a 
place where a small-business owner can grow 
to be a big-business owner, if that’s what he 
or she desires. A society in which people are 
able to accomplish their dreams is a whole 
society and a complete society. 

Ours is a remarkable country because of 
the entrepreneurial spirit of America. And 
I want to thank you for being a part of this 
great land of ours. Thanks for what you do. 
Thanks for expanding the job base. May God 
bless you and may God continue to bless your 
families. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:46 a.m. at the 
Ronald Reagan Building and International Trade 
Center. In his remarks, he referred to Eric Hoo-
ver, president and chief executive officer, Excal-
ibur Machine Co., and his wife, Annette; and 
President Hu Jintao of China. The Office of the 
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language 
transcript of these remarks. 

Message on the Observance of 
Easter 2006 
April 13, 2006 

‘‘He is not here; for He is risen, as He said.’’ 

Matthew 28:6 

I send greetings to those observing the joy-
ous holiday of Easter. On Easter, Christians 
around the world join together with family 
and friends to celebrate the Resurrection of 
Jesus Christ and the triumph of love over 
death. This is a season of renewal, a time 
for giving thanks and praise and for remem-
bering that hope overcomes despair. 

Christ’s extraordinary sacrifice and com-
passion continue to inspire people around 
the world. His promise of new life gives hope 
and confidence to His followers. His service 

and love for His neighbors offer a profound 
lesson for all people. 

During this Easter season, we celebrate 
God’s gifts of freedom and justice. We pray 
for peace and ask for God’s blessings on the 
brave men and women who wear our Na-
tion’s uniform and their families. 

Laura and I wish you a Happy Easter. 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this message. 

Proclamation 8001—Thomas 
Jefferson Day, 2006 
April 13, 2006 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Today, we celebrate the birthday of Thom-

as Jefferson. Few individuals have shaped the 
course of human events as much as this 
proud son of Virginia. His achievements are 
extraordinary: Governor of Virginia, author 
of the Statute of Virginia for Religious Free-
dom, Secretary of State, third President of 
the United States, and founder of the Univer-
sity of Virginia. Thomas Jefferson was also 
a scholar, author, farmer, inventor, and archi-
tect. As President, Thomas Jefferson secured 
the purchase of the Louisiana Territory from 
France, which doubled the size of the United 
States and extended opportunity and pros-
perity to many more Americans. 

Thomas Jefferson was an eloquent and 
powerful champion of liberty. He captured 
the American creed when he wrote in a pri-
vate letter: ‘‘I have sworn upon the altar of 
God eternal hostility against every form of 
tyranny over the mind of man.’’ And in one 
of the most important public documents in 
history, Jefferson wrote these words: ‘‘We 
hold these truths to be self-evident, that all 
men are created equal, that they are en-
dowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable Rights, that among these are 
Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.’’ 
The Declaration of Independence has be-
come a cornerstone for those who love free-
dom and justice. 
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