760

groups, justice professionals, and volunteers,
we can work to improve the lives of crime
victims across our country.

Violent crime rates have fallen to their
lowest levels since the 1970s, and we must
continue our progress in the fight against
crime and remain dedicated to protecting the
rights of crime victims. The Office for Vic-
tims of Crime at the Department of Justice
(DOJ) provides funding to States for victim
assistance programs and supports training on
victims’ rights for criminal justice profes-
sionals. To increase access to comprehensive
support and services for victims of domestic
violence, the DOJ awarded more than $20
million to support the creation of 15 Family
Justice Centers across the country. Several
of these centers have opened and are making
a difference in victims’ lives. To further en-
sure basic rights for all victims, we must also
ratify a Crime Victims™ Rights Amendment
to the Constitution.

To learn more about victims® rights and
how to make a difference, visit
crimevictims.gov. All Americans share a re-
sponsibility to help victims of crime, and our
Nation will continue to work together to
achieve justice for victims and build a more
hopeful society for all.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 23 through
April 29, 2006, as National Crime Victims’
Rights Week. I encourage all Americans to
promote awareness of victims’ rights and ad-
vance this important cause.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twentieth day of April, in the
year of our Lord two thousand six, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirtieth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:07 a.m., April 24, 2006]

NoTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on April 25. This item was not
received in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.
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Good morning. This weekend I am trav-
eling in California, where I'm focusing on im-
portant issues for our Nation’s future, includ-
ing our economy, energy prices, the war on
terror, and immigration reform.

America’s economy is strong, and we need
to keep it strong in an increasingly competi-
tive world. The talent and innovative spirit
of our people have driven America’s eco-
nomic growth. To maintain our economic
leadership, our Nation must stay on the lead-
ing edge of innovation. So I have proposed
the American Competitiveness Initiative.

One important part of this initiative is im-
proving math and science education for our
young people, so they have the right skills
to succeed in the 21st century economy. On
Friday in San Jose, I had the chance to visit
Cisco Systems, a company that understands
the importance of preparing the next genera-
tion for the high-tech jobs of tomorrow.

Through its Networking Academy Pro-
gram, Cisco is helping to train high school
students in math, science, and information
technology skills. By ensuring that we have
a skilled workforce for the future, companies
like Cisco are helping America compete with
confidence and keeping our economy grow-
ing and creating new jobs for our citizens.

Saturday is Earth Day, and many of you
are asking how we can meet our growing en-
ergy needs while protecting our environ-
ment. The key is technology. So I have pro-
posed the Advanced Energy Initiative to
change the way we power our homes, busi-
nesses, and cars. I will visit the California
Fuel Cell Partnership to take a closer look
at hydrogen fuel cells, one of the exciting
new technologies supported by my initiative.
These fuel cells have the potential to revolu-
tionize the way we power our cars by giving
us vehicles that will emit no pollution and
will be more efficient than gas-powered cars.

My Advanced Energy Initiative will also
help improve hybrid vehicles, cars and trucks
that run partly on electricity and help drivers
save gas. We're funding research into a new
generation of plug-in hybrid vehicles that
could be recharged in electrical outlets and
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could allow many drivers to make their daily
commute using no gasoline.

By developing these and other new
sources of clean renewable energy like eth-
anol, we will continue growing our economy,
reduce energy prices and protect our envi-
ronment, and make America less dependent
on foreign oil.

Americans are asking about our progress
toward victory in the war on terror. I have
confidence in the outcome of this struggle
because I know the character of the people
who wear our Nation’s uniform. On Sunday,
I will attend church and have lunch with Ma-
rine Corps and Navy personnel and their
families at the Twentynine Palms base. I will
tell them how honored I am to be their Com-
mander in Chief and express the gratitude
of all Americans for their service in the cause
of freedom.

Since September the 11th, 2001, the men
and women of our military have overthrown
a cruel regime in Afghanistan, captured or
killed many Al Qaida terrorists, liberated
Iraq, and made America more secure from
terrorist dangers. We're fighting the terror-
ists abroad so we do not have to face them
here at home. By taking the fight to the ter-
rorists and bringing liberty and hope to a
troubled region, our courageous troops are
making the world a safer place.

On Monday, I'll visit Irvine, California, to
discuss immigration reform with the local
community. Immigration is an emotional
issue, and it’'s sparked passionate debate.
When we discuss immigration, we're talking
about the integrity of our borders, the en-
forcement of our laws, and the character of
our Nation.

Here’s what I believe: America does not
have to choose between being a welcoming
society and being a lawful society. We can
be both at the same time. In the coming
weeks, I'll press Congress to pass com-
prehensive immigration reform that secures
our border, enforces our laws, meets the
needs of our economy, and upholds our high-
est ideals.

We must also ensure that all immigrants
assimilate into our society and learn our cus-
toms, our values, and our language. America
is a land of immigrants and a nation of laws,
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and we must stay true to both parts of this
great heritage.

As Congress returns from its recess, its
Members have important and consequential
work before them. I urge them to act on my
initiatives to keep America competitive, to
promote alternative sources of energy, re-
form our immigration system, and continue
their support of our troops fighting in the
global war on terror.

By taking these steps, well maintain
America’s strength. And a strong America
will help lead the world to a future of greater
freedom and prosperity and peace.

Thank you for listening.

NoOTE: The address was recorded at 7:49 a.m. on
April 21 in the Cabinet Room at the White House
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on April 22. The tran-
script was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on April 21 but was embargoed
for release until the broadcast. The Office of the
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language
transcript of this address.

Remarks at the California Highway
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Iraq

Today the Iraqi people reached an impor-
tant milestone in their journey on democracy.
Iraqi leaders announced agreement on the
top leadership posts for a national unity gov-
ernment. This agreement represents com-
promise and consensus among many dif-
ferent Iraqi groups, and it came after months
of patient negotiations.

The agreement reflects the will of the Iraqi
people, who defied the terrorists by voting
to choose the men and women who will lead
their nation forward. And this historic
achievement by determined Iragis will make
America more secure.

Iraq is a nation made up of many different
ethnic and religious groups, and Iraq’s new
leaders represent their country’s great diver-
sity. The Iraqi people have rejected the ter-
rorists” efforts to divide them, and they have
chosen the path of unity for their free nation.

The new Iraqi leadership now has 30 days
to finalize the makeup of the Iraqi Cabinet.



