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high expectations. She provided needed as-
sistance. She involved families, and she
helped turn that school around.

Within 2 years of her arrival, kindergarten
students at Broad Acres were mastering early
reading skills at higher rates than other
schools in the district. After 3 years, Broad
Acres students were meeting or exceeding
all requirements of the No Child Left Behind
Act. There were dramatic increases in read-
ing and math scores for the school’s second
graders.

The Superintendent of Schools in Mont-
gomery County says this about the impact
Kim Oliver has had: “She has a rare gift for
touching hearts and minds, inspiring in her
students to aim high and believe in their po-
tential.” A Broad Acres parent says, “She
knows how to talk to the children so they
will listen.” And all her students know that
she cares about them. She made them all
feel like they were smart and could learn any-
thing. One of her colleagues says, “When you
walk into Ms. Oliver’s classroom, one cannot
help but notice that this is a special place.”
She is dedicated to her school community
and committed to excellence, and she has
been an instrumental force in improving stu-
dent achievement at her school.

Kim says the reason her students are
achieving is simple: “I have high expectations
for each of them. I teach them that they can
accomplish anything with hard work and per-
sistence.”

Kim Oliver understands that the key to
helping children succeed is fighting the soft
bigotry of low expectations. When a teacher
believes that a child can learn, it's amazing
what happens—a student believes that he or
she can learn.

America is blessed to have teachers like
Kim Oliver. We're blessed to have teachers
like all those who are gathered here at the
White House. We thank you for the love and
devotion you've shown our children each day.

May God continue to bless your work, and
may God continue to bless our country.
Thank you for coming.

NoTE: The President spoke at approximately 1:46
p-m. on the South Lawn at the White House. In
his remarks, he referred to Stephene Moore, wife
of Congressman Dennis Moore; Gov. Jeb Bush
of Florida; Margaret Mayer, executive vice presi-
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dent and president, Scholastic Education; and
Jerry D. Weast, superintendent of Montgomery
County Public Schools. The transcript released by
the Office of the Press Secretary also included
the remarks of the First Lady, who introduced
the President.

Proclamation 8007—National
Charter Schools Week, 2006

April 26, 2006

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Education is the gateway to a brighter fu-
ture for our children and our Nation. During
National Charter Schools Week, we cele-
brate charter schools’ commitment to aca-
demic achievement, accountability, and inno-
vation. We recognize the vital role charter
schools play in fostering an America where
children have the knowledge and skills they
need to grow, succeed, and achieve their
dreams.

As a publicly funded alternative to tradi-
tional public schools, charter schools have ex-
panded our understanding of public edu-
cation by embracing the spirit of discovery
and providing innovative avenues for success.
Almost 15 years after the founding of the first
charter school, more than 3,600 charter
schools in 40 states and the District of Co-
lumbia are teaching more than one million
students. These institutions reflect our belief
in the promise of America’s youth and help
fulfill our moral obligation to make sure that
every child has a quality education.

This year marks the fourth anniversary of
the signing of the No Child Left Behind Act,
which is helping schools close the achieve-
ment gap among America’s youth. Using the
same principles that guide No Child Left Be-
hind, we are achieving educational excellence
through charter schools by providing greater
flexibility with Federal dollars and cur-
riculum control at the local level. We are also
providing parents with more information
about school performance and school options
and insisting on results through assessment
and accountability.

In the aftermath of the devastating hurri-
canes that struck our Nation’s Gulf Coast last
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year, charter schools are playing a major role
in welcoming back school children affected
by the storms. Because of their unique flexi-
bility, many Gulf Coast charter schools were
able to reopen quickly, and many of the pub-
lic schools that have reopened in New Orle-
ans now operate as charter schools. By ena-
bling these children to continue their edu-
cation, charter schools are helping families
and demonstrating a deep compassion for
America’s students.

We must give every child the best oppor-
tunity to learn and succeed in life. Charter
schools help prepare our next generation of
leaders and help ensure that America con-
tinues to succeed in the world.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 30 through
May 6, 2006, as National Charter Schools
Week. I appreciate our Nation’s charter
schools, teachers, and administrators, and I
call on parents of charter school students to
share their successes and help all Americans
understand more about the important work
of charter schools.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-sixth day of April, in
the year of our Lord two thousand six, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirtieth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:05 a.m., April 28, 2006]

NoOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on May 1.

Executive Order 13400—Blocking
Property of Persons in Connection
With the Conflict in Sudan’s Darfur
Region

April 26, 2006

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including the
International Emergency Economic Powers
Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.) (IEEPA), the
National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1601
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et seq.) (NEA), section 5 of the United Na-
tions Participation Act, as amended (22
U.S.C. 287¢) (UNPA), and section 301 of
title 3, United States Code,

I, George W. Bush, President of the
United States of America, find that an un-
usual and extraordinary threat to the national
security and foreign policy of the United
States is posed by the persistence of violence
in Sudan’s Darfur region, particularly against
civilians and including sexual violence against
women and girls, and by the deterioration
of the security situation and its negative im-
pact on humanitarian assistance efforts, as
noted by the United Nations Security Coun-
cil in Resolution 1591 of March 29, 2005,
and, to deal with that threat, hereby expand
the scope of the national emergency declared
in Executive Order 13067 of November 3,
1997, with respect to the policies and actions
of the Government of Sudan, and hereby
order:

Section 1. (a) Except to the extent that
sections 203(b) (1), (3), and (4) of IEEPA
(50 U.S.C. 1702(b)(1), (3), and (4)) may
apply, or to the extent provided in regula-
tions, orders, directives, or licenses that may
be issued pursuant to this order, and notwith-
standing any contract entered into or any li-
cense or permit granted prior to the effective
date of this order, all property and interests
in property of the following persons, that are
in the United States, that hereafter come
within the United States, or that are or here-
after come within the possession or control
of any United States person, including any
overseas branch, are blocked and may not
be transferred, paid, exported, withdrawn, or
otherwise dealt in:

(i) the persons listed in the Annex to this
order; and
(ii) any person determined by the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, after consultation with
the Secretary of State:
(A) to have constituted a threat to the
peace process in Darfur;
(B) to have constituted a threat to stability
in Darfur and the region;
(C) to be responsible for conduct related
to the conflict in Darfur that violates
international law;



