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Ms. Williams. I’m proud to be here, Mr. 
President. And I won’t ever—I can’t ever for-
get you. 

The President. You need to forget—re-
member those people a lot quicker than 
you’re remembering me, because they’re the 
ones who are going to help. She promised 
to cook me a meal—— 

Ms. Williams. Oh, yes—[laughter]—— 

The President. Once you get the house 
up and running. 

Ms. Williams. ——and I thank all the vol-
unteers and everybody that is helping to 
make everything work. 

The President. Thank you all very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:58 a.m. on Pau-
line Street. In his remarks, he referred to Mayor 
C. Ray Nagin of New Orleans, LA; and Gov. Kath-
leen Babineaux Blanco of Louisiana. 

Remarks During a Visit to the Hands 
On Gulf Coast Civic Action Center in 
Biloxi, Mississippi 

April 27, 2006 

The President. I’ve come to the conclu-
sion that I’m at a terrific place, where people 
are here bound by a common desire to show 
compassion to their neighbors in need. I real-
ly thank you. It’s a compassion commune— 
[laughter]—where people are united by a 
singular purpose and setting a great example. 
Everybody—most people I talk to say, ‘‘Well, 
it makes me feel better.’’ The truth of the 
matter is, when you volunteer to serve some-
body in need, it does make you feel better. 

So for all those in our country who are 
wondering whether or not they can make a 
difference in somebody’s life, the answer is, 
all you have to do is look at these people 
here. 

Audience member. Volunteer! 

The President. All right. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:17 p.m. 

Remarks During a Visit to a BP Gas 
Station in Biloxi 
April 27, 2006 

Listen, we’ve got people like this that are 
working for a living, who are paying higher 
prices for their gasoline—it’s like a tax. And 
I talked the other day about things we can 
do. The first thing is to make sure that no-
body is getting cheated. One of the roles of 
the Federal Government is to make sure that 
you’re taken care of. 

We need more refining capacity. One of 
the reasons why you’ve got high prices is the 
demand is greater than supply. And when 
demand is greater than supply, the price goes 
up. They’ve got in Pascagoula a really fine 
refinery. I remember coming over with the 
Governor, the place was shut down—they 
got it up and running, and we hope we can 
put a law in place that will encourage them 
to expand refining capacity. We’ve got a 
problem because we’re dependent on oil 
from overseas. And oil is the main reason— 
the price of oil is the main thing that drives 
the cost of gasoline. 

One of the things we’ve got to do is make 
these trucks run on ethanol, and batteries 
that won’t require gasoline. That’s what the 
future is going to be. 

Congress is debating some other ideas. 
And one idea is to give me the capacity to 
raise CAFE standards on automobiles. I en-
courage them to give me that authority. It’s 
an authority that I’d use for light trucks. And 
I intend to use it wisely, if Congress would 
give me that authority. 

Again, I want to thank you for letting me 
come by and say hello. It seems like every-
body is getting better down here. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:33 p.m. In his 
remarks, he referred to Gov. Haley Barbour of 
Mississippi. 

Statement on the Framework 
Agreement With Canada on 
Softwood Lumber Trade 
April 27, 2006 

I am pleased that the United States and 
Canada concluded a framework agreement 
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today to resolve the long-standing dispute on 
softwood lumber trade. This agreement 
shows how NAFTA partners can overcome 
differences and work together. The United 
States’ close ties with our good friend and 
northern neighbor made this agreement pos-
sible. I applaud Prime Minister Harper’s 
leadership in resolving this issue, and I am 
grateful to the lead negotiators on both sides, 
Ambassador Susan C. Schwab for the United 
States and Ambassador Michael Wilson of 
Canada. 

Executive Order 13401— 
Responsibilities of Federal 
Departments and Agencies With 
Respect to Volunteer Community 
Service 

April 27, 2006 

By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America and in order to help 
ensure that the Federal Government sup-
ports and encourages volunteer community 
service, it is hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1. Designation of a Liaison for 
Volunteer Community Service. (a) The head 
of each agency shall, within 20 days after the 
date of this order, designate an officer or em-
ployee of such agency compensated at a level 
at or above the minimum level of pay of a 
member of the Senior Executive Service to 
serve under the authority of the head of the 
agency as the agency liaison for volunteer 
community service (Liaison). 

(b) The Liaison in each agency shall pro-
mote and support community service on a 
voluntary basis among Federal employees, 
including those approaching retirement; pro-
mote the use of skilled volunteers; and facili-
tate public recognition for volunteer commu-
nity service. 

(c) The head of each agency shall prescribe 
arrangements within the agency for support 
and supervision of the Liaison that ensure 
high priority and substantial visibility for the 
function of the Liaison within the agency 
under this order. 

(d) Each executive agency shall provide its 
Liaison with appropriate administrative sup-

port and other resources to meet the respon-
sibilities of the Liaison under this order. 

Sec. 2. Goals and Responsibilities of the 
Liaison. The Liaison shall foster within the 
Liaison’s agency a culture of taking responsi-
bility, service to others, and good citizenship. 
Toward that end, the Liaison shall: 

(a) identify, catalog, and review all activi-
ties of the agency that relate to volunteer 
community service, including, but not lim-
ited to rules, orders, grant programs, external 
relations, and other policies and practices, 
and make such recommendations to the head 
of the agency for adjustments as may be ap-
propriate; 

(b) actively work with USA Freedom 
Corps to promote volunteer community serv-
ice among agency employees by providing in-
formation about community service opportu-
nities; 

(c) coordinate within the agency actions to 
facilitate public recognition for volunteer 
community service; 

(d) promote, expand, and enhance skilled 
volunteer community service opportunities; 

(e) work with the USA Freedom Corps 
and the Director of the Office of Personnel 
Management (OPM) to consider any appro-
priate changes in agency policies or practices 
that are not currently consistent with OPM 
guidance; 

(f) coordinate the awarding of the Presi-
dent’s Volunteer Service Award to recognize 
outstanding volunteer service by employees 
within the agency; and 

(g) act as a liaison with the USA Freedom 
Corps. 

Sec. 3. Administrative Provisions. (a) The 
USA Freedom Corps shall provide such in-
formation with respect to volunteer commu-
nity service programs and activities and such 
advice and assistance as may be required by 
agencies in performing their functions under 
this order. 

(b) Executive Order 12820 of November 
5, 1992, is revoked. 

(c) This order shall be implemented con-
sistent with applicable law and subject to the 
availability of appropriations. 

(d) As used in this order: 
(i) ‘‘agency’’ has the meaning of ‘‘execu-

tive agency’’ as defined in section 105 
of title 5, United States Code; and 
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