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Across America tomorrow, there will be
many celebrations of Cinco de Mayo. The
performances we're going to see today rep-
resent some of the very fine talent. It re-
minds us that we’re a nation that is strong
because of our diversity. There’s going to be
a lot of traditional music, a lot of pretty good
Mexican food too, I bet you. [Laughter] Kind
of reminds us of Texas, doesn’t it, Ambas-
sador?

May God continue to bless all of us who
are fortunate enough to live in this land, and
may God continue to bless our country and
the many sons and daughters of Mexico who
call our Nation home. Happy Cinco de Mayo,
and now it is my pleasure to introduce one
of Mexico’s great talents, Graciela Beltran.

NoTE: The President spoke at 1:57 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Robin Barreto, wife of Small Busi-
ness Administration Administrator Hector V.
Barreto; Victor G. Cabral, husband of Treasurer
of the United States Anna Escobedo Cabral;
Mexico’s Ambassador to the U.S. Carlos Alberto
de Icaza Gonzalez; and entertainer Graciela
Beltran of Mexico. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language transcript
of these remarks.

Statement on House of
Representatives Action on Port
Security Legislation

May 4, 2006

I am pleased that the House of Represent-
atives today passed a bill to enhance the secu-
rity of our Nation’s ports. I look forward to
working with Congress on passage of legisla-
tion that will make our people safer and fa-
cilitate trade.

Proclamation 8013—Mother’s Day,
2006

May 4, 2006

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

On Mother’s Day, we honor our mothers
and pay tribute to their devoted work and
selfless gift of love.

May 4 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2006

America’s mothers are women of deter-
mination and vision. They serve as caregivers
and guides, helping to build the foundation
for our children’s success and nurturing them
as they grow and explore the great promise
of our Nation. Through their mothers’ exam-
ples, children come to understand the virtue
of kindness, the blessing of compassion, and
the importance of principle. A mother’s sup-
port encourages children to make right
choices, set high goals, and become good citi-
zens. A mother’s love inspires children to
achieve their full potential and strengthens
the character of our country. The commit-
ment and love of mothers reflect the best
of America.

On this special day, we remember the
many mothers whose sons and daughters
serve in harm’s way. The determination and
courage of these women demonstrate the
spirit of our Nation, and America will always
be grateful for their unfailing devotion. We
also recognize the dedication of the many
mothers who serve in America’s Armed
Forces. These brave women protect the safe-
ty and security of our Nation and help ensure
a peaceful future for our children.

To honor mothers, the Congress, by a joint
resolution approved May 8, 1914, as amend-
ed (38 Stat. 770), has designated the second
Sunday in May each year as “Mother’s Day”
and has requested the President to call for
its appropriate observance. May God bless
all mothers across our country on this special
day, and throughout the year.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim May 14, 2006, as Moth-
er’s Day. I encourage all Americans to show
their gratitude and love to mothers for mak-
ing a difference in the lives of their children
and communities. I call upon citizens to ob-
serve this day with appropriate programs,
ceremonies, and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fourth day of May, in the year
of our Lord two thousand six, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and thirtieth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:46 a.m., May 8, 2006]
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NoOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on May 9.

Memorandum on Determination
Pursuant to Section 2(c)(1) of the
Migration and Refugee Assistance
Act of 1962, as Amended

May 4, 2006

Presidential Determination No. 2006-13

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Determination Pursuant to Section
2(c)(1) of the Migration and Refugee
Assistance Act of 1962, as Amended

Pursuant to section 2(c)(1) of the Migra-
tion and Refugee Assistance Act of 1962, as
amended, 22 U.S.C. 2601(c)(1), I hereby de-
termine that it is important to the national
interest that up to $28 million be made avail-
able from the U.S. Emergency Refugee and
Migration Assistance Fund to support unex-
pected urgent humanitarian needs related to
the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees’
new role to protect and assist Internally Dis-
placed Persons; refugee repatriation to Bu-
rundi and the Democratic Republic of
Congo; refugee feeding operations; and
drought relief affecting conflict areas of So-
malia. These funds may be used, as appro-
priate, to provide contributions to inter-
national, governmental, and non-govern-
mental organizations, and, as necessary, for
administrative expenses of the Bureau of
Population, Refugees, and Migration.

You are authorized and directed to inform
the appropriate committees of the Congress
of this determination and the obligation of
funds under this authority and to arrange for
the publication of this memorandum in the
Federal Register.

George W. Bush

Remarks at the American Jewish
Committee’s Centennial Dinner

May 4, 2006

[The President’s remarks are joined in
progress.]
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The President. ——I want to thank the
Members of Congress who are here. I appre-
ciate the members of the diplomatic corps
who have joined us today. I want to pay a
special tribute to a friend of mine from Texas
who has done a superb job as the Chairman
of the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Council, and
that’s Fred Zeidman.

My administration shares a strong commit-
ment with the AJC to make sure relations
between Israel and America remain strong.
We have so much in common. We're both
young countries born of struggle and sac-
rifice. We’re both founded by immigrants es-
caping religious persecution. We have both
established vibrant democracies built on the
rule of law and open markets. We're both
founded on certain basic beliefs, that God
watches over the affairs of men and that free-
dom is the Almighty God’s gift to every man
and woman on the face of this Earth. These
ties have made us natural allies, and these
ties will never be broken. America’s commit-
ment to Israel’s security is strong, enduring,
and unshakable.

I'm looking forward to my meeting with
Prime Minister Olmert in a couple of weeks.
And as he comes to America, I cannot help
but think about my friend Ariel Sharon. Ariel
Sharon is a friend who remains in our
thoughts and prayers. He is a man of courage
and a man of peace. And so tonight we pray
for his recovery; we rededicate ourselves to
the cause to which he devoted his life, the
peace and the security of Israel.

As you know, I'm a strong believer in de-
mocracy and free elections, but that does not
mean we have to support elected officials
who are not committed to peace. Hamas has
made it clear that they do not acknowledge
the right of Israel to exist, and I've made it
clear that so long as that’s their policy, we
will have no contact with the leaders of
Hamas. Democratically—leaders  cannot
have one foot in the camp of democracy and
one foot in the camp of terror. Hamas must
accept the demands of the international com-
munity to recognize Israel, disarm and reject
terrorism, and stop blocking the path to
peace.

Many of the AJC leaders who have come
to know me, understand how my thinking
was profoundly affected by the attacks on our



