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temporary—worker program to take pressure
off our border and meet the needs of our
growing economy, address the issue of the
millions of illegal immigrants already in our
country, and honor America’s great tradition
of the melting pot. The House of Represent-
atives began a national dialog by passing an
immigration bill last year. Now that the Sen-
ate has acted, I look forward to working to-
gether with both the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate to produce a bill for
me to sign into law.

NOTE: The statement referred to S. 2611. The
Office of the Press Secretary also released a Span-
ish language transcript of this statement.

Statement on House of
Representatives Action on Energy
Legislation

May 25, 2006

I applaud today’s vote in the House to
allow for environmentally responsible energy
exploration in a small part of the Arctic Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge. A reliable domestic
supply of energy is important to America’s
security and prosperity. This project will
keep our economy growing by creating jobs
and ensuring that businesses can expand.
And it will make America less dependent on
foreign sources of energy, eventually by up
to a million barrels of crude oil a day—a
nearly 20 percent increase over our current
domestic production. I thank the House
leadership and Chairman Pombo for their
hard work on this issue. I urge the Senate
to join the House in passing ANWR legisla-

tion.

NOTE: The statement referred to H.R. 5429.

Statement on Signing the Coastal
Barrier Resources Reauthorization

Act of 2005
May 25, 2006

Today I have signed into law S. 1869, the
“Coastal Barrier Resources Reauthorization
Act of 2005.” This Act provides for digital
mapping in support of the coastal barrier re-
sources system and authorizes appropriations
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through fiscal year 2010 for implementation
of the Coastal Barrier Resources Act.

Section 3(c)(2) and section 4(c)(3)(C) and
(D) purport to require executive branch offi-
cials to submit legislative recommendations
to the Congress. The executive branch shall
construe such provisions in a manner con-
sistent with the Constitution’s commitment
to the President of the authority to submit
for the consideration of the Congress such
measures as the President judges necessary
and expedient and to supervise the unitary
executive branch.

George W. Bush

The White House,
May 25, 2006,

Proclamation 8025—Black Music
Month, 2006
May 25, 2006

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

African-American musicians have added to
the rich culture of our country and of coun-
tries around the world. During Black Music
Month, we recognize the African-American
artists who have enhanced our lives and cre-
ated some of our Nation’s most treasured art
forms.

Throughout history, African-American art-
ists have produced music with the power to
change hearts and shape our national con-
science. From gospel to blues, from jazz to
rock and roll, the songs of America’s black
musicians have defined our times and en-
riched our culture. Performers such as Count
Basie and Dizzy Gillespie and vocalists such
as Lizzie Miles and gospel singer Mahalia
Jackson have made their mark as great Amer-
ican musicians, strengthening our Nation’s
diversity and lifting the human spirit.

In 2005, Americans witnessed the power
of music to help bring our country together.
Following the devastation of the Gulf Coast
by Hurricane Katrina, the musicians of that
great region sought to preserve their unique
musical style and culture and share it with
the rest of the Nation. The soulful music of
New Orleans and the Gulf Coast remains one
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of our national treasures, a symbol of cre-
ativity and hope.

Black Music Month recognizes some of
the brightest lights of American creativity
and honors the African-American men and
women whose art entertains and inspires us.
The incredible talents of black musicians
continue to speak to every heart, reflecting
the beauty and pride of our great Nation.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim June 2006 as
Black Music Month. I encourage all Ameri-
cans to learn more about the history of black
music and to enjoy the great contributions
of African-American musicians.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-fifth day of May, in the
year of our Lord two thousand six, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirtieth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., May 30, 2006]

NoOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on May 31.

The President’s News Conference
With Prime Minister Tony Blair of
the United Kingdom

May 25, 2006

President Bush. Thank you all. Good
evening. I want to thank Prime Minister
Tony Blair for coming to Washington to dis-
cuss his recent visit to Iraq. The Prime Min-
ister met with key leaders of the new Iraqi
Government that represents the will of the
Iraqi people and reflects their nation’s diver-
sity. As Prime Minister Blair will tell you,
Iraqi Prime Minister Maliki outlined an ag-
gressive agenda to bring security to the Iraqi
people, to improve electricity and other es-
sential services, and to pursue a strategy for
national reconciliation.

The agenda that Prime Minister Maliki has
outlined demonstrates that Iraq’s new Gov-
ernment understands its duty to deliver real
improvements in the daily lives of the Iraqi
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people. The formation of a new government
represents a new beginning for Iraq and a
new beginning for the relationship between
Iraq and our coalition. The United States and
Great Britain will work together to help this
new democracy succeed. We'll take advan-
tage of this moment of opportunity and work
with Iraq’s new Government to strengthen
its young democracy and achieve victory over
our common enemies.

As we celebrate this historic moment, it’s
important to recall how we got there and take
stock on how far we’ve come over the last
3 years. The violence and bloodshed in Iraq
has been difficult for the civilized world to
comprehend. The United States and Great
Britain have lost some of our finest men and
women in combat. The car bombings and
suicide attacks and other terrorist acts have
also inflicted great suffering on the Iraqi peo-
ple. And Iraqis have increasingly become the
principal victims of terror and sectarian re-
prisal.

Yet in the face of this ongoing violence,
each time the Iraqi people voiced their opin-
ion, they chose freedom. In three different
elections, millions of Iraqis turned out to the
polls and cast their ballots. Because of their
courage, the Iraqis now have a government
of their choosing, elected under the most
modern and democratic Constitution in the
Arab world.

The birth of a free and democratic Iraq
was made possible by the removal of a cruel
dictator. The decision to remove Saddam
Hussein from power was controversial. We
did not find the weapons of mass destruction
that we all believed were there, and that’s
raised questions about whether the sacrifice
in Iraq has been worth it. Despite setbacks
and missteps, I strongly believe we did and
are doing the right thing. Saddam Hussein
was a menace to his people; he was a state
sponsor of terror; he invaded his neighbors.
Investigations proved he was systematically
gaming the Oil-For-Food Programme in an
effort to undermine sanctions, with the intent
of restarting his weapons programs once the
sanctions collapsed and the world looked
away. If Saddam Hussein were in power
today, his regime would be richer, more dan-
gerous, and a bigger threat to the region and



