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Message to the Congress on
Continuation of the National
Emergency With Respect to
Weapons-Usable Fissile Material in
the Russian Federation

June 19, 2006

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision,
I have sent the enclosed notice to the Federal
Register for publication, stating that the
emergency declared with respect to the accu-
mulation of a large volume of weapons-usa-
ble fissile material in the territory of the Rus-
sian Federation is to continue beyond June
21, 2006. The most recent notice continuing
this emergency was published in the Federal
Register on June 20, 2005 (70 FR 35507).

It remains a major national security goal
of the United States to ensure that fissile ma-
terial removed from Russian nuclear weap-
ons pursuant to various arms control and dis-
armament agreements is dedicated to peace-
ful uses, subject to transparency measures,
and protected from diversion to activities of
proliferation concern. The accumulation of
a large volume of weapons-usable fissile ma-
terial in the territory of the Russian Federa-
tion continues to pose an unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the national security and
foreign policy of the United States. For this
reason, I have determined that it is necessary
to continue the national emergency declared
with respect to the accumulation of a large
volume of weapons-usable fissile material in
the territory of the Russian Federation and
maintain in force these emergency authori-
ties to respond to this threat.

George W. Bush

The White House,
June 19, 2006.

June 19 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2006

Remarks at the President’s Dinner
June 19, 2006

Thank you all very much. Thank you.
Please be seated. Thanks for the warm wel-
come.

Jim, thanks very much for your introduc-
tion. Thanks for your leadership for this in-
credibly successful dinner. Thank you all for
coming.

I told Laura, I said, “T'm going to the Presi-
dent’s Dinner.” She said, “Cook it yourself.”
[Laughter] She’s doing great, by the way. She
is a—I'm a lucky man that she said yes when
I asked her to marry me. She is a fabulous
mom, a great wife, and she’s doing a wonder-
ful job as the First Lady of the United States.

She sends her best. She, like me, under-
stands that we're going to keep the House
and we're going to keep the Senate thanks
to you all. And there’s a reason why we got
to keep the House and the Senate. We got
a fabulous Speaker and leadership team in
the United States House of Representatives
and a great leader in Bill Frist in the United
States Senate.

We're here for a reason. We're here to
solve problems and not pass them to future
Congresses and future Presidents. We're
making a difference for the people of the
United States of America. When we see
problems, we solve them. The Democrats are
good talkers; we're good doers. We get the
job done. We understand the stakes to the
world in which we live. We understand the
most important responsibility we have in
Washington is to defend the people of the
United States, and that’s exactly what we’re
doing.

I appreciate the members of my Cabinet
here tonight. Thank you all for coming. Don’t
stay too long; you got to get back to work.
[Laughter]

I'm thrilled that Speaker Denny Hastert
is here, and Leader Bill Frist. [Applause] 1
want to thank the—must have a lousy seat.
[Laughter] 1T want to thank Elizabeth Dole
and Lamar Alexander. I want to thank Con-
gressman Tom Reynolds. I want to thank
Mitch McConnell. T want to thank John
Boehner. I want to thank all the Members
of the House and the Senate who've joined



