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Week Ending Friday, June 23, 2006

Remarks at a Reception for
Congressional Candidate Heather
Wilson in Albuquerque, New Mexico
June 16, 2006

Thank you very much. Thanks for coming.
It’s great to be back in New Mexico again.
It just seemed like I was here the other day.
[Laughter] This time I've come because I
cannot tell you how important it is to reelect
Heather Wilson to the United States Con-
gress.

I have spent enough time in Washington,
DC, to be able to distinguish between the
real, genuine person and those who are just
up there to mark time. Heather Wilson is
honest; she is capable. She has gone to Wash-
ington, DC, to do a job on behalf of the citi-
zens of New Mexico, and she deserves to be
reelected to the United States Congress.

And I thank you for helping her. This has
been a successful event. So I want to thank
the organizers and the phone callers and the
people that encouraged you to come, and
then I want to thank you for being here.
When you find somebody who is a decent
soul willing to sacrifice time with her family,
willing to travel the long distances between
New Mexico and Washington, DC, willing
to do the hard work on behalf of the citizens
of Albuquerque and the surrounding area,
you need to support her. And I want to thank
you for supporting her.

When Heather tells you something, she
means it. And you don’t have to worry about
her disgracing the office of the United States
Congress. You know, I like strong women.
[Laughter] 1 was raised by one; I married
one; and I hope we're raising two. [Laughter]
And sometimes a strong woman—sometimes
they—they all listen, and sometimes they do
what you ask them to do, and sometimes they
don’t. [Laughter] See, Heather Wilson is an
independent soul. That’s what you want from
a person from this district. You want some-
body who is strong in her beliefs, strong in

her convictions, but strong, first and fore-
most, to the people of this district. The way
I like to describe her is: She’s compassionate;
she’s smart; she’s independent-minded; and
she can get the job done. And that’s why she
needs to go back to the United States Con-
gress.

Laura sends her best. In the photo line,
the guy said, “Where’s Laura?” It didn’t hurt
my feelings, you know. [Laughter] Kind of
like, you know, “How come you're here and
she’s not?” [Laughter] But Laura knows tal-
ent and strength of character when she sees
it—Heather Wilson is one of her favorite
people in Washington, DC. And she sends
her love to Heather and sends her thanks
to you all for helping this fine lady get re-
elected to the United States Congress.

By the way, I lucked out when she said
yes. [Laughter] We were raised, as you know,
right across the border, so I have a pretty
good feeling about the values and the think-
ing of the people of New Mexico. And so
does Laura. And there’s no doubt in her
mind and my mind that Heather Wilson is
the right person to represent you in the
United States Congress. And again, I want
to thank you. I forgot to ask you to do one
thing, though, and that is thanks for giving
of your hard-earned money; make sure that
you turn out the vote coming down the
stretch.

She’s going to win. No doubt in my mind,
she’s going to win. I want to thank her family,
Jay, Joshua, and Caitlin. I was telling Joshua
and Caitlin coming over—I spent some qual-
ity time with Heather on Air Force One; it’s
amazing what people do to get on Air Force
One, by the way. [Laughter] I said to Joshua
and Caitlin, “T know a lot about you.” They
kind of looked at me like, you know, “Huh?”
[Laughter] 1 said, “That’s all your mother
talked about for half the leg.” [Laughter] I
love a person who values her family, who
places her family at the center of her life.
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We need people in the United States Con-
gress who understand the importance of fam-
ily in our society. Heather Wilson not only
talks about family, she acts on her love of
her family. And I want to thank Jay and Josh
and Caitlin for being here today. And thank
you for supporting your mom and your wife
for her hard work doing the job.

I want to thank Allen Weh—[applause]—
yes, he’s a good fellow. I want to thank the
grassroots activists who are here. I want to
thank those of you who, a lot of time, don’t
get credit for making phone calls—there’s
one right there—([laughterl—and people
who put up the signs and go to the rallies
and stuff the envelopes, the people who real-
ly turn out to be the wind at the candidate’s
back. And youre going to make the dif-
ference coming down the stretch for Heath-
er. So thank you in advance for what you're
fixing to do.

We're dealing with some big issues. We
really are. These are historic times. And one
of the reasons I feel so strongly that Heather
needs to be reelected is, she understands the
stakes of the world in which we live. See,
we need people who see the world the way
it is, not the way we would hope it would
be. And the world we live in is a dangerous
world because there’s still enemies that
would like to strike the United States of
America.

We need clear-eyed realists in Wash-
ington, DC. Heather Wilson is a clear-eyed
realist. She brings a lot of experience to the
job. By the way, she’s on the Intelligence
Committee—I'm probably not supposed to
talk about it. [Laughter] The reason she’s on
it is because she’s a clear-eyed realist. It's
a very, very important job. She helps make
sure this country has the best intelligence
possible. And the reason that’s important is
because our most important job, the most
important priority of the President and the
Congress, is to protect the American people.
And the best way to protect the American
people is to stay on the offense and bring
the killers to justice so they don’t hurt the
American people again.

And in order to stay on the offense, we’ve
got to have good intelligence, and we've got
to have smart, capable people helping this
Government find these terrorists. In order
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to protect the American people, I need peo-
ple in the United States Congress who un-
derstand the importance of supporting the
men and women who wear the uniform of
the United States of America, and Heather
Wilson understands that.

We're fighting a global war on terror. Now,
I know most of the attention is focused on
Iraq, but I want to remind you, that is just
a battlefield in the global war on terror. It’s
a part of the war on terror. I need people
in the United States Congress like Heather,
who understands that the war on terror is
not just Iraq but it’s Afghanistan, and it’s
places where people plan and plot their at-
tacks on the United States of America.

I just came back from Baghdad. It’s a re-
markable experience to, first and foremost,
meet the leaders of a new Government, peo-
ple that are in office because 12 million peo-
ple are able to vote because we threw out
a tyrant that was so brutal and so ruthless
that—not only to kill his own people by the
thousands, that he invaded his neighbors,
that he threatened the United States of
America, that he harbored terrorists. And
now they have a chance to vote, and they
did, and now there’s a Government formed
under one of the most modern constitutions
ever written in the Middle East. And it was
refreshing to see these people that are anx-
ious to fulfill the will of the people of Iraq.

And it’s hard work. But I went to take the
measure of the person. I went to say this to
him: “It’'s up to you; here’s your chance;
here’s your chance to succeed; here’s your
chance to liberate people; here’s your chance
to make history; here’s your chance to spread
the peace; here’s your chance to help us fight
those who want to destroy your hopes and
aspirations.” And I also told him this, that
“When the United States of America gives
a commitment, we will keep our word. We
will not cut and run.” It's important to have
people in the United States Congress who
understand the stakes of the fight in Iraq and
complete the mission. And Heather Wilson
is such a person.

We're going to succeed in Iraq. We will
succeed. And when we do, they will be an
ally in the war on terror, and they’ll be an
example for others to see. You see, I base
a lot of my decisions upon this belief: There
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is an Almighty, and one of the great gifts of
the Almighty to men and women from all
faiths and all walks of life is freedom. Free-
dom is universal. Freedom is not owned just
by people in the United States of America;
it’s universal—all people desire to be free.
And free societies turn out to be peaceful
societies. Free societies figure out ways to
keep the peace. And so, in our fight against
the terrorists, not only will we bring them
to justice and stay on the hunt to protect the
American people, but at the same time, we
will act on the universal principle of freedom
and help others become free.

People say, “What do you mean by that,
Mr. President?” Well, T'll give you an exam-
ple. Two weeks from today, I'll be meeting
with the Prime Minister of Japan, Prime
Minister Koizumi. He’s coming. We'll have
a visit in Washington, DC. It turns out he’s
an Elvis fan, so he and I are then going to
go to Graceland. [Laughter] Think about
that, though. Think about the American
President traveling to Graceland—[laugh-
ter]—with the Prime Minister of Japan. Let
me ask you something—60 years ago, would
you have thought that would be possible?
[Laughter] Think about it.

See, my dad and, I bet, your relatives
too—some of you had relatives who fought
the Japanese. They were the sworn enemy
of the United States of America in a bloody,
bloody conflict. And 60 years later, I'll be
sitting down at the table with the Prime Min-
ister talking about North Korea, how to keep
the peace there. I'll be talking about the fact
that their country has contributed 1,000
troops to help this young democracy in the
heart of the Middle East. He understands
that freedom can help change a neighbor-
hood that’s been full of hatred.

What happened? What happened was
Japan adopted a Japanese-style democracy.
They had a different form of government.
They became—they adopted a different style
of governing themselves. Democracies have
the capacity to convert enemies into allies.
And what’s happening today is we're after
the terrorists not only by staying on the hunt,
but we're after them with an ideology of
hope, an ideology of light, an ideology that
recognizes human rights and human dignity.
And one of these days, somebody is going
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to be sitting down—a duly-elected leader
from Iraq sitting down at the table with a
future U.S. President talking about how to
keep the peace. We're laying the foundation
of peace for generations to come, and Heath-
er Wilson understands the stakes.

Our economy is strong. And one of the
reasons it’s strong is because we put policies
in place that recognize that if you have more
money in your pocket to save, invest, or
spend, this economy is going to grow. See,
there’s a philosophical debate in Washington,
DC—who best can spend your money.
[Laughter] We like—Heather and I like for
you to spend your own money. We believe
if you have more money in your pocket, the
economy—|applause]. We believe if you're
a small-business owner and you got more
money in your treasury, your more likely to
hire somebody. That’s what we believe.

The other crowd believes they need to run
up your taxes, because they think they can
spend your money better than you can. You
might remember, we've had some tough eco-
nomic times in this country. We had a reces-
sion, a stock market correction, corporate
scandals, an attack on the United States of
America, two wars to defend ourselves, major
natural disasters, and high energy prices—
and yet this economy is going strong. And
we intend to keep it strong. [Applause]

And the reason it’s strong is because we
cut the taxes. We let you keep more of your
own money. Now, you'll hear them in Wash-
ington say, “Well, what we need to do is bal-
ance the budget by raising the taxes.” That’s
not the way Washington works; it’s just not
the way. It may sound attractive to some here
in Albuquerque, “Oh, we'll just tax a certain
number of people, and we’ll balance the
budget that way.” No, the way Washington
works is, they will raise your taxes, and they
will figure out new ways to spend your
money. The best way to balance the budget
is to set priorities when it comes to spending
the people’s money, to be strong on those
priorities, and to keep progrowth economic
policies in place so we get more tax revenues
coming into the Treasury because this econ-
omy is growing. That’s how you balance the
budget.

Make no mistake about it, if the other
bunch gets in control of the Congress, you'll
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be paying higher taxes. And that's why we're
going to win this November. People under-
stand theyre taxed enough. What they want
is fiscal sanity in Washington, DC. That's
what they want.

You know something? One of the things
that we're going to run on as a party and
Heather can really run on is, she’s delivered.
Take Medicare, for example. That's a pro-
gram—it’s an important program. It was
signed by Lyndon Baines Johnson in 1965.
It’s really an important deal. The Federal
Government has made a commitment to help
our elderly when it comes to health care. And
our attitude is, if you make a commitment,
you want to make sure you have a modern
health care system. There’s no need to make
a commitment and have a lousy health care
system. And Medicare had done a lot of good
work, but it was getting old, and it needed
to be reformed. Medicine was changing, but
Medicare wasn’t.

And so we got together and decided we're
going to do something on behalf of the sen-
iors. We're going to fulfill our promise to the
seniors of the United States of America. The
other bunch had been talking about it, year
after year. We did—we got something done.
What we did is, we provided prescription
drugs as an integral part of Medicare.

People say, why was that important? Well,
I'll give you one reason. Medicare would pay
for heart surgery but would not pay one dime
for the prescription drugs that could prevent
the heart surgery from being needed in the
first place. Medicine had been modernizing;
Medicare had not. And thanks to the leader-
ship of Heather Wilson, I was able to sign
a modern Medicare bill. And if you're a poor
senior in Albuquerque, New Mexico, this
Government is going to help you with your
prescription drugs. And the days of you hav-
ing to choose between medicine and food are
over, thanks to Heather Wilson.

I could keep talking all day long about
her—[laughter]—but I might miss my dinner
with Laura. [Laughter] But I do want to talk
about her love of the young people. You
might remember, she served in the cabinet
here as the Secretary of Children, Youth, and
Family. She was—she said, “Look, I want to
serve my State by helping young people,
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helping the disadvantaged.” In other words,
she’s got a good heart.

And she took that heart to Washington and
helped us pass the No Child Left Behind Act.
Let me tell you something about the No
Child Left Behind Act. It said, we're going
to increase money, particularly for poor stu-
dents. I think that’s a good use of money.
I really do. But instead of just accepting me-
diocrity in our schools, we said, “We're going
to challenge the soft bigotry of low expecta-
tions.” Here’s the truth. In some schools, it’s
just as easy to pass somebody who looks hard
to educate along. “If you're at such-and-such
an age, you're supposed to be here; we’ll just
move you there.”

See, Heather and I believe every child can
learn, no matter if youre—how you were
raised, no matter your heritage. We believe
you can learn to read. You know, if your mom
and dad don’t speak English as their primary
language, we still believe you can learn. And
not only we believe you can learn, we expect
the school to teach you to learn. That’s what
we want. We expect the schools to teach you
how to read and write and add and subtract.

And so we worked to raise the standards
and said to States, “You measure, because
we want to know.” We want to know early,
before it’s too late. The No Child Left Be-
hind Act that Heather was a strong supporter
of has helped change America for the better.
It says, if we find a child struggling with read-
ing early, we're going to make sure there’s
extra money to help that child, because we
don’t want one child left behind in America.

There is an achievement gap in America.
There really is. When you look at the fourth
grade results, there’s a—the Anglo students
are here, and Latino students are here, and
the African American—that’s not right.
That’s not what this country is all about. This
country is about equal opportunity. This
country is about making sure every child, no
matter what her—his or her background is,
gets a great education. And the No Child
Left Behind Act is challenging mediocrity,
and it’s challenging failure, and that achieve-
ment gap is closing. And Heather Wilson gets
credit for being a strong supporter of good
schools in New Mexico.

You know, there’s a lot of problems that
rise—rise up for a State like New Mexico.
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You've got very important labs, and these labs
make a difference for the United States of
America. But it’s not a given the labs will
be there. You need people in the Congress
that understand how to get things done.

It seems like to me the people of this dis-
trict would want somebody to be able to pick
up the phone and call the President of the
United States and have the President of the
United States answer the phone. I'm close
to Heather, you know. As I told you, she’s
independent. But that doesn’t mean I don’t
hold her in the highest—highest regard and
deep respect, which I do. I love her integrity.
And when she calls me on the phone, I an-
swer. And guess what—guess what she’s gen-
erally talking about? The people of this con-
gressional district. She loves of the people
of this district. She’s serving the people of
this district. And I urge the people of this
district, for their own sake, for their own
good, and for the good of the United States
of America, to send Heather Wilson back to
the United States Congress.

Thanks for coming. God bless.

NotE: The President spoke at 4:40 p.m. at the
Hyatt Regency Albuquerque. In his remarks, he
referred to Allen Weh, chairman, Republican
Party of New Mexico; Prime Minister Nuri al-
Maliki and former President Saddam Hussein of
Iraq; and Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi of
Japan. This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
June 17, 2006

Good morning. Earlier this week, I trav-
eled to Baghdad to visit the capital of a free
and democratic Iraq. It was an incredible
feeling to stand in the cockpit of Air Force
One and watch the pilot steer us in toward
Baghdad.

After we landed, T had the pleasure of
meeting with our dedicated Embassy staff
and intelligence officers serving far from
home under dangerous circumstances. And
I was honored to meet with some of our
troops, including those responsible for bring-
ing justice to the terrorist Zarqawi. It was
a privilege to shake their hands, look them
in the eye, and tell them how much the

1173

American people appreciate their daily cour-
age and how much we appreciate the sac-
rifices that they and their families are mak-
ing.

On my trip, I also met with the new Iraqi
Prime Minister Maliki, and I was able to see
firsthand his strong character and his deter-
mination to succeed. We held a joint meeting
of our two Cabinets, with members of my
Cabinet participating by video teleconfer-
ence from Camp David. The Prime Minister
briefed us on his plan to take immediate
steps in three key areas: improving security;
building up Iraq’s economy so Iraqis can see
real progress in their lives; and reaching out
to the international community to secure
support for Iraq’s new Government. Then we
discussed how my administration can help
the Prime Minister accomplish these vital ob-
jectives.

His top priority is securing Baghdad, so
coalition and Iraqi forces have launched Op-
eration Together Forward, a joint effort to
restore security and the rule of law to high-
risk areas of the city. To help the Prime Min-
ister improve security, we will continue em-
bedding coalition transition teams in Iraqi
Army and police units, and we will help the
new Iragi Ministers of Defense and Interior
improve their command and control, root out
corruption, and investigate and punish
human rights violations. We will also support
the Prime Minister as he works to rein in
illegal militias, build a judicial system that
will provide equal justice to all, and promote
reconciliation among the Iraqi people.

To aid the Prime Minister in revitalizing
Iraq’s economy, we will send additional ex-
perts to help the Iraqi Government develop
an economic framework that will promote
job creation and opportunity for all Iraqis.
We will also help the Prime Minister increase
oil and electricity production by working to-
gether on ways to protect key infrastructure
from attacks and to quickly restore oil and
electricity production when attacks do occur.

Finally, America will help the Prime Min-
ister engage the international community in
Iraq’s success. We will encourage other na-
tions to fulfill the monetary pledges they
have already made to help the new Iraqi
Government succeed. We will also support
the Prime Minister’s efforts to forge a new
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international compact. Under this compact,
Iraq will take a series of steps in the political,
economic, and security areas, and in return,
the international community will provide
Iraq with more robust political and economic
support.

During my trip, I was impressed with the
Prime Minister, the team he has assembled,
and the plan he has set for his Government.
I appreciate his determination and the deter-
mination of his Cabinet to make his agenda
work. I told them that the future of Iraq is
in their hands. And I told them that America
is a nation that keeps its word, and America
will stand with them as we work toward our
shared goal: a free Iraq that can govern itself,
sustain itself, and defend itself. By seizing
this moment of opportunity, we will defeat
our common enemies and build a lasting de-
mocracy in the heart of the Middle East, and
that will make Americans, Iraqis, and the
world more secure.

I traveled to Baghdad to personally show
our Nation’s commitment to a free Iraq, be-
cause it is vital for the Iragi people to know
with certainty that America will not abandon
them after we have come this far. The chal-
lenges that remain in Iraq are serious. We
face determined enemies who remain intent
on killing the innocent, and defeating these
enemies will require more sacrifice and the
continued patience of our country. But our
efforts in Iraq are well worth it. The mission
is necessary for the security of our country,
and we will succeed.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:10 a.m. on
June 16 in the Cabinet Room at the White House
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on June 17. The tran-
script was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on June 16 but was embargoed
for release until the broadcast. In his address, the
President referred to senior Al Qaida associate
Abu Musab Al Zargawi, who was killed in Baquba,
Iraq, on June 7; and Prime Minister Nuri al-
Maliki, Minister of Defense Abd al-Qadir al-
Mufriji, and Minister of Interior Jawad al-Bulani
of Iraq. The Office of the Press Secretary also
released a Spanish language transcript of this ad-
dress.
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Executive Order 13405—Blocking
Property of Certain Persons
Undermining Democratic Processes
or Institutions in Belarus

June 16, 2006

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including the
International Emergency Economic Powers
Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.)(IEEPA), the Na-
tional Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1601 et
seq.)(NEA), and section 301 of title 3, United
States Code,

I, George W. Bush, President of the
United States of America, determine that the
actions and policies of certain members of
the Government of Belarus and other per-
sons to undermine Belarus’ democratic proc-
esses or institutions, manifested most re-
cently in the fundamentally undemocratic
March 2006 elections, to commit human
rights abuses related to political repression,
including detentions and disappearances,
and to engage in public corruption, including
by diverting or misusing Belarusian public as-
sets or by misusing public authority, con-
stitute an unusual and extraordinary threat
to the national security and foreign policy of
the United States, hereby declare a national
emergency to deal with that threat, and here-
by order:

Section 1. (a) Except to the extent pro-
vided in section 203(b)(1), (3), and (4) of
IEEPA (50 U.S.C. 1702(b)(1), (3), and (4)),
or in regulations, orders, directives, or li-
censes that may be issued pursuant to this
order, and notwithstanding any contract en-
tered into or any license or permit granted
prior to the effective date of this order, all
property and interests in property that are
in the United States, that hereafter come
within the United States, or that are or here-
after come within the possession or control
of any United States person, including any
overseas branch, of the following persons are
blocked and may not be transferred, paid,
exported, withdrawn, or otherwise dealt in:

(i) the persons listed in the Annex to this
order; and

(ii) any person determined by the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, after consultation with
the Secretary of State:



Administration of George W. Bush, 2006 / June 19

(A) to be responsible for, or to have par-
ticipated in, actions or policies that
undermine democratic processes or
institutions in Belarus;

(B) to be responsible for, or to have
participated in, human rights abuses
related to political repression in
Belarus;

(C) to be a senior-level official, a family
member of such an official, or a per-
son closely linked to such an official
who is responsible for or has engaged
in public corruption related to
Belarus;

(D) to have materially assisted, spon-
sored, or provided financial, material,
or technological support for, or goods
or services in support of, the activities
described in paragraphs (a)(ii)(A)
through (C) of this section or any per-
son listed in or designated pursuant
to this order; or

(E) to be owned or controlled by, or
acting or purporting to act for or on
behalf of, directly or indirectly, any
person listed in or designated pursu-
ant to this order.

(b) I hereby determine that the making
of donations of the type of articles specified
in section 203(b)(2) of IEEPA (50 U.S.C.
1702(b)(2)) by, to, or for the benefit of any
person listed in or designated pursuant to
this order would seriously impair my ability
to deal with the national emergency declared
in this order, and I hereby prohibit such do-
nations as provided by paragraph (a) of this
section.

(c) The prohibitions in paragraph (a) of
this section include, but are not limited to,
(i) the making of any contribution or provi-
sion of funds, goods, or services by, to, or
for the benefit of any person listed in or des-
ignated pursuant to this order, and (ii) the
receipt of any contribution or provision of
funds, goods, or services from any such per-
son.

Sec. 2. (a) Any transaction by a United
States person or within the United States that
evades or avoids, has the purpose of evading
or avoiding, or attempts to violate any of the
prohibitions set forth in this order is prohib-
ited.
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(b) Any conspiracy formed to violate any
of the prohibitions set forth in this order is
prohibited.

Sec. 3. For purposes of this order:

(a) the term “person” means an individual
or entity;

(b) the term “entity” means a partnership,
association, trust, joint venture, corporation,
group, subgroup, or other organization;

(c) the term “United States person” means
any United States citizen, permanent resi-
dent alien, entity organized under the laws
of the United States or any jurisdiction within
the United States (including foreign
branches), or any person in the United
States.

Sec. 4. For those persons listed in or des-
ignated pursuant to this order who might
have a constitutional presence in the United
States, I find that because of the ability to
transfer funds or other assets instanta-
neously, prior notice to such persons of
measures to be taken pursuant to this order
would render these measures ineffectual. 1
therefore determine that for these measures
to be effective in addressing the national
emergency declared in this order, there need
be no prior notice of a listing or determina-
tion made pursuant to section 1 of this order.

Sec. 5. The Secretary of the Treasury,
after consultation with the Secretary of State,
is hereby authorized to take such actions, in-
cluding the promulgation of rules and regula-
tions, and to employ all powers granted to
the President by IEEPA, as may be necessary
to carry out the purposes of this order. The
Secretary of the Treasury may redelegate any
of these functions to other officers and agen-
cies of the United States Government, con-
sistent with applicable law. All executive
agencies of the United States Government
are hereby directed to take all appropriate
measures within their authority to carry out
the provisions of this order and, where ap-
propriate, to advise the Secretary of the
Treasury in a timely manner of the measures
taken. The Secretary of the Treasury shall
ensure compliance with those provisions of
section 401 of the NEA (50 U.S.C. 1641) ap-
plicable to the Department of the Treasury
in relation to this order.

Sec. 6. The Secretary of the Treasury,
after consultation with the Secretary of State,
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is hereby authorized to submit the recurring
and final reports to the Congress on the na-
tional emergency declared in this order, con-
sistent with section 401(c) of the NEA (50
U.S.C. 1641(c)) and section 204(c) of IEEPA
(50 U.S.C. 1703(c)).

Sec. 7. The Secretary of the Treasury,
after consultation with the Secretary of State,
is hereby authorized to determine, subse-
quent to the issuance of this order, that cir-
cumstances no longer warrant the inclusion
of a person in the Annex to this order and
that the property and interests in property
of that person are therefore no longer
blocked pursuant to section 1 of this order.

Sec. 8. This order is not intended to, and
does not, create any right, benefit, or privi-
lege, substantive or procedural, enforceable
at law or in equity by any party against the
United States, its departments, agencies, in-
strumentalities, or entities, its officers or em-
ployees, or any other person.

Sec. 9. This order is effective at 12:01 a.m.
eastern daylight time on June 19, 2006.

George W. Bush

The White House,
June 16, 2006.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:43 a.m., June 19, 2006]

NotE: This Executive order was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on June 19. The Ex-
ecutive order and its attached annex were pub-
lished in the Federal Register on June 20.

Message to the Congress on Blocking
Property of Certain Persons
Undermining Democratic Processes
or Institutions in Belarus

June 19, 2006

To the Congress of the United States:
Consistent with subsection 204(b) of the
International Emergency Economic Powers
Act, 50 U.S.C. 1703(b)(IEEPA), and section
301 of the National Emergencies Act, 50
U.S.C. 1631 (NEA), I hereby report that I
have issued an Executive Order (the “order™)
blocking the property of persons in connec-
tion with the situation in Belarus. In that
order, I declared a national emergency with
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respect to the policies and actions of certain
individuals in Belarus, to address the unusual
and extraordinary threat to the national secu-
rity and foreign policy of the United States
posed by the actions and circumstances in-
volving Belarus, as described below. This ac-
tion follows the issuance of Proclamation
8015 of May 12, 2006, “Suspension of Entry
as Immigrants and Nonimmigrants of Per-
sons Responsible for Policies or Actions That
Threaten the Transition to Democracy in
Belarus,” in which I determined that it is in
the interest of the United States to suspend
the entry into the United States of members
of the government of Alyaksandr Lukashenka
and others who formulate, implement, par-
ticipate in, or benefit from policies or actions,
including electoral fraud, human rights
abuses, and corruption, that undermine or
injure democratic institutions or impede the
transition to democracy in Belarus.

The United States, the European Union,
and other allies and partners around the
world have repeatedly expressed support for
the democratic aspirations of the Belarusian
people and condemned the Belarusian gov-
ernment’s human rights abuses, assaults on
democracy, and corruption. The Belarusian
authorities have resorted to intense repres-
sion in an attempt to preserve their power,
including the disappearances of four regime
critics in 1999 and 2000, which the authori-
ties have failed to investigate seriously de-
spite credible information linking top govern-
ment officials to these acts.

The undemocratic 2006 presidential elec-
tion was only the latest example of the
Belarusian government’s disregard for the
rights of its own citizens. Hundreds of civic
and opposition activists were arrested—and
many beaten—both before and after the vote
for exercising their rights. The authorities
forcibly dispersed peaceful post-election
demonstrations. There is simply no place in
a Europe whole and free for a regime of this
kind.

The order also takes an important step in
the fight against public corruption, which
threatens important United States interests
globally, including ensuring security and sta-
bility, the rule of law and core democratic
values, advancing prosperity, and creating a



Administration of George W. Bush, 2006 / June 19

level playing field for lawful business activi-
ties. As noted in Proclamation 8015, the per-
sistent acts of corruption by Belarusian gov-
ernment officials in the performance of pub-
lic functions has played a significant role in
frustrating the Belarusian people’s aspira-
tions for democracy. This order authorizes
the Secretary of the Treasury to block the
assets of senior-level officials of the Govern-
ment of Belarus, their family members, or
those closely linked to such officials engaged
in such corruption.

Thus, pursuant to IEEPA and the NEA,
I have determined that these actions and cir-
cumstances constitute an unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the national security and
foreign policy of the United States, and I
have issued the order to deal with this threat.

The order blocks the property and inter-
ests in property in the United States, or in
the possession or control of United States
persons, of the persons listed in the Annex
to the order, as well as of any person deter-
mined by the Secretary of the Treasury, after
consultation with the Secretary of State:

e to be responsible for, or to have partici-
pated in, actions or policies that under-
mine democratic processes or institu-
tions in Belarus;

e to be responsible for, or to have partici-
pated in, human rights abuses related
to political repression in Belarus;

e to be a senior-level official, a family
member of such official, or a person
closely linked to such an official who is
responsible for or has engaged in public
corruption related to Belarus.

The order also authorizes the Secretary of
the Treasury, after consultation with the Sec-
retary of State, to designate for such blocking
any person determined to have materially as-
sisted, sponsored, or provided financial, ma-
terial, or technological support for, or goods
or services in support of, the activities listed
above or any person listed in or designated
pursuant to the order. I further authorized
the Secretary of the Treasury, after consulta-
tion with the Secretary of State, to designate
for such blocking any person determined to
be owned or controlled by, or acting or pur-
porting to act for or on behalf of, directly
or indirectly, any person listed in or des-
ignated pursuant to the order. The Secretary
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of the Treasury, after consultation with the
Secretary of State, is also authorized to re-
move any persons from the Annex to the
order as circumstances warrant.

I delegated to the Secretary of the Treas-
ury, after consultation with the Secretary of
State, the authority to take such actions, in-
cluding the promulgation of rules and regula-
tions, and to employ all powers granted to
the President by IEEPA, as may be necessary
to carry out the purposes of the order. All
executive agencies are directed to take all ap-
propriate measures within their authority to
carry out the provisions of the order.

The order, a copy of which is enclosed,
was effective at 12:01 a.m. eastern daylight
time on June 19, 2006.

George W. Bush

The White House,
June 19, 2006.

Commencement Address at the
United States Merchant Marine
Academy in Kings Point, New York

June 19, 2006

The President. Thank you for the warm
welcome—if you know what I mean. [Laugh-
ter] Admiral Stewart, Secretary Mineta,
Members of the United States Congress,
Academy staff and faculty, distinguished
guests, proud family members, and most im-
portantly, the class of 2006, I'm honored to
be the first President to address the United
States Merchant Marine Academy. I know
that a Presidential visit to Kings Point has
been a long time in coming. And, Admiral,
I hope it’s worth the wait. [Laughter]

This is a proud moment for the class of
2006. You have worked hard for this day. You
sweated through the hardest indoc in Acad-
emy history; you braved the Jamaican beef
patties of Delano Hall. [Laughter] You spent
a year when your classroom was a ship and
your campus the seven seas; you've made it
through endless drills on the Grinder; you've
survived the restriction musters that come
with missing the train back from Manhattan.
This fall, your football team brought home
the Secretaries Cup by beating the Coast
Guard. You've rung the bell outside Wiley
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Hall. And the words etched in your class ring
affirm your commitment to teamwork: “Not
for you, not for me, but for us.” Your parents
are proud of you; your teachers are proud
of you; and this Academy is proud of you.
On behalf of the American people, I con-
gratulate you on a fine achievement, and I
thank you for choosing to serve the United
States of America.

This morning I flew here on Air Force One
with my friend Andy Card. You might re-
member Andy—he was my former chief of
staff, and he attended this Academy in the
1960s. It just so happens, when he was a
plebe, he was stuffed in a duffel bag and run
up the flagpole. [Laughter] I know he appre-
ciates the much warmer welcome he re-
ceived here today. [Laughter]

Secretary Card also reminded me that the
President of the United States has the au-
thority to lift all demerits and restrictions.
So I bring you a graduation present. [Laugh-
ter] In keeping with the longstanding tradi-
tion at our Nation’s service academies, I
hereby absolve all midshipmen who are on
restriction for minor conduct offenses—I
leave it to Admiral Stewart to define exactly
what “minor” means. [Laughter]

Life at this Academy is demanding, and
it is meant to be. America is a great maritime
power, and our merchant marine has a vital
role to play. In times of peace, the merchant
marine helps ensure our economic security
by keeping the oceans open to trade. In times
of war, the merchant marine is the lifeline
of our troops overseas, carrying critical sup-
plies, equipment, and personnel. For more
than six decades, the mission of this Academy
has been to graduate highly skilled mariners
to serve America’s economic and national se-
curity needs. To train you for these respon-
sibilities, this Academy sharpens your mind;
it strengthens your body and builds up your
character. The Academy has made you strong
and instilled respect for the Kings Point
motto—Acta Non Verba—“Deeds, Not
Words.”

“Deeds, Not Words” was the hallmark of
this Academy in World War II. In the early
years of the war, America’s efforts to supply
our allies in Europe were threatened by the
U-boats that were sinking American ships
faster than we could build them. The need
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to arm and defend our merchant ships was
urgent, and King Pointers answered the call.
And one of them was an 18-year-old named
Edwin O’Hara, whose statue stands not far
from here. In September 1942, Cadet
O’Hara was serving on the USS Stephen
Hopkins when it came under attack from two
Nazi raiders. After the entire guncrew of the
Hopkins was killed by enemy fire, O'Hara
singlehandedly served and fired the last five
shells in the ready box, scoring direct hits
on the German warship Stier. Cadet O’Hara
was mortally wounded in the action, but not
before he helped send the Stier to the bot-
tom of the South Atlantic.

Edwin O’Hara is one of 142 Academy
graduates who gave their lives in the Second
World War. Today, Kings Point is still the
only one of our five service academies that
sends its students into the theaters of war—
and for that reason, it is the only Academy
authorized to fly a battle standard.

“Deeds, Not Words” was your response on
the morning of September the 11th, 2001.
From this campus, every man and woman
could see the black smoke rising from the
Twin Towers. Within hours, your mid-
shipmen were working side by side with the
Coast Guard and Marine Division of the New
York City Fire Department. Over the next
9 days, you moved firefighters and police and
emergency response teams into Ground
Zero. You moved tons of food and water and
supplies. The heroic response to that terrible
day showed the spirit of America and the
spirit of this fine Academy, and I thank you
for your service.

“Deeds, Not Words” defines the Acad-
emy’s role in the global war on terror. Your
cadets are forward-deployed in the Middle
East, where they’re supporting operations in
Afghanistan and Iraq. Your Global Maritime
and Transportation School is providing ad-
vanced training in areas from marine engi-
neering to port security for military units like
the Navy Seabees and Surface Warfare Offi-
cers. And your graduates are serving our Na-
tion in every branch of our Armed Services,
as sailors projecting American combat power
across the Earth, as marines and soldiers
leading platoons from Khandahar to Tikrit,
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as Coast Guard officers securing our home-
land, and as airmen delivering justice to ter-
rorists hiding in safe houses and caves. In
the global war on terror, the men and women
of this Academy are making a difference on
every front, and the American people are
grateful for your service.

To win the war on terror, we will continue
to build and strengthen ties with our friends
and allies across the world. America’s alliance
with Europe is a key pillar of our strategy
for victory. And tomorrow Laura and I will
depart on my 15th trip to Europe since I
have taken office. This visit comes at a critical
moment for America and our allies. We have
important decisions to make that will affect
the prospects for peace and prosperity across
the world. And today I'm going to talk to
you about the objectives I will pursue on this
important trip.

My first stop will be Vienna, where I will
attend the annual summit between the
United States and the European Union. And
then I'm going to travel to Budapest to com-
memorate the 50th anniversary of the Hun-
garian Revolution. And I'm really looking for-
ward to the trip. Americans have strong ties
to the European people. We have warm
friendships with European nations. And on
my trip this week, we will strengthen our
close and growing partnership with the Euro-
pean Union.

America’s partnership with the European
Union grows from sturdy roots—our com-
mon love of freedom and our commitment
to democratic principles. Those of you grad-
uating today have grown up with a Europe
whose major powers are at peace with one
another. Yet in the sweep of history, this is
a dramatic change. There was a time in the
history when Europe was the site of bloody
conflicts and bitter rivalries. As recently as
the last century, Europe was the site of two
devastating world wars. Now, because gen-
erations have sacrificed for liberty and built
strong democracies, the nations of Europe
are partners in common union and neighbors
on a continent that’s whole, free, and at
peace.

A free and peaceful Europe is one of the
great achievements of the past century. My
generation and yours will be judged by what
comes next. So America and Europe must
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work together to advance freedom and de-
mocracy. We will cooperate to expand trade
and prosperity. We will strengthen our ef-
forts to combat terrorism. And we will stand
together to stop the proliferation of weapons
of mass destruction.

Our work begins with a common commit-
ment to extending the reach of freedom and
democracy. On Prime Minister Blair’s recent
visit to America, he said: “The Governments
of the world do not all believe in freedom,
but the people of the world do.” As people
who have secured our own freedom, America
and Europe have a duty to help others do
the same. We're fulfilling that duty together
in Belarus, where we support the reformers
seeking to erase the stain of dictatorship from
Europe. We're fulfilling that duty together
in Georgia and the Ukraine, where we stand
with brave people striving to consolidate
democratic gains. We're fulfilling that duty
together in the Balkans, where people who
have suffered so much have made a choice
to live in liberty and should be welcomed
as a part of Europe in the 21st century.

As we saw on September the 11th, 2001,
the actions of a repressive regime thousands
of miles away can have a direct impact on
our own security. In this new century, the
loss of freedom anywhere is a blow to free-
dom everywhere. And when freedom ad-
vances, people gain an alternative to violence,
and the prospects for peace are multiplied,
and all nations become more secure. So
America and Europe have launched bold ini-
tiatives to aid democratic reformers across
the world, especially in the broader Middle
East. We’ve worked with the United Nations
to end the Syrian occupation of Lebanon,
and we will not rest until the Lebanese peo-
ple enjoy full independence. We're deter-
mined to end the conflict in the Holy Land
and bring about a solution with two demo-
cratic states, Israel and Palestine, living side
by side in peace and security.

Our shared commitment to extending
freedom and democracy is clear in Afghani-
stan and Iraq. Together America and Europe
have helped bring about a historic trans-
formation in those countries. Two of the
world’s most dangerous regimes have been
removed from power, and the world is better
off for it. Al Qaida’s training camps have been
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closed in Afghanistan. Al Qaida’s leader in
Iraq has been killed. Two violent dictator-
ships are being replaced with growing de-
mocracies that answer to their people, that
respect their neighbors, and that serve as al-
lies in the war on terror. Afghanistan and Iraq
are taking their rightful place in the free
world—and America and Europe must work
tirelessly to help them succeed.

One week ago today, I left Camp David
and flew to the capital of a free and demo-
cratic Iraq. In Baghdad, I met with Prime
Minister Maliki and members of his Cabinet.
The Prime Minister is a man of strong char-
acter. He has a clear and practical plan to
lead his country forward. He briefed me on
the immediate steps he’s taking to improve
security in Baghdad, to build up Iraq’s econ-
omy, and to reach out to the international
community.

The formation of a new Government, suc-
cessful raids on Al Qaida targets in Iraq have
created a moment of opportunity. Iraqis
must seize this moment—and we will help
them succeed. I assured the Prime Minister
that when America gives a commitment,
America will keep its word. By helping Prime
Minister Maliki’s new Government achieve
its aims, we will expand opportunity for all
the Iraqi people, we will inflict a major defeat
on the terrorists, and we will show the world
the power of a thriving democracy in the
heart of the Middle East.

A free and sovereign Iraq requires the
strong support of Europe. And some of the
most important support for Iraqis is coming
from European democracies with recent
memories of tyranny—Poland and Hungary
and Romania and Bulgaria and the Czech
Republic and Slovakia, Georgia, Ukraine,
Latvia, Lithuania, and Estonia. Others in Eu-
rope have had disagreements with our deci-
sions on Iraq. Yet we've all watched the Iraqi
people stand up for their freedom—and we
agree that the success of a democratic gov-
ernment in Baghdad is vital for the Iraqis
and for the security of the world.

The European Union has been the world’s
most—among the world’s most generous fi-
nancial donors for reconstruction in Iraq.
And Europe and America will encourage
greater international support to help Prime
Minister Maliki implement his plans for re-
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covery. The international community has
pledged about $13 billion to help this new
Government. Yet only $3'% billion has been
paid. This is a critical time for Iraq’s young
democracy, and assistance from the inter-
national community will make an immediate
difference. All nations that have pledged
money have a responsibility to keep their
pledges, and America and Europe will work
together to ensure they do so.

America and Europe also stand together
in our determination to widen the circle of
prosperity. We're cooperating on projects to
develop clean, secure energy sources, espe-
cially alternatives to fossil fuel. On the con-
tinent of Africa, we’re working to strengthen
democracy, relieve debt, fight disease, and
end the genocide in Darfur. At the World
Trade Organization, we’re working to lower
trade barriers by concluding the Doha talks.
America has made a bold proposal to elimi-
nate trade-distorting agricultural subsidies
and tariffs, and I call on Europe to join us,
so we can set an example of free and fair
trade for the world. By spreading prosperity,
America and Europe will create new oppor-
tunities for our people, to help alleviate pov-
erty and deliver hope and dignity and
progress to millions across the world.

Together America and Europe are laying
the foundations for a future of peace and
prosperity. And yet the terrorists are threat-
ening this progress. So at our summit this
week, we'll take new steps to strengthen our
cooperation on counterterrorism, to improve
transportation security, and to crack down on
terrorist financing. And we will renew our
commitment to support the voices of peace
and moderation in the Muslim world, to help
provide a hopeful alternative to radicalism.
America and Europe must stand united in
this war on terror. By being steadfast and
by being strong, we will defeat the enemies
of freedom.

America and Europe are also united on
one of the most difficult challenges facing
the world today, the behavior of the regime
in Iran. The leaders of Iran sponsor terror,
deny liberty and human rights to their peo-
ple, and threaten the existence of our ally,
Israel. And by pursuing nuclear activities that
mask its efforts to acquire nuclear weapons,
the regime is acting in defiance of its treaty
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obligations, of the United Nations Security
Council, and of the International Atomic En-
ergy Agency. Nuclear weapons in the hands
of this regime would be a grave threat to
people everywhere.

I've discussed the problem of the Iranian
regime extensively with leaders in Europe,
particularly in Great Britain and Germany
and France. I've also consulted closely with
the Presidents of Russia and China. We've
all agreed on a unified approach to solve this
problem diplomatically. The United States
has offered to come to the table with our
partners and meet with Iran’s representa-
tives—as soon as the Iranian regime fully and
verifiably suspends its uranium enrichment
and reprocessing activities. Iran’s leaders
have a clear choice. We hope they will accept
our offer and voluntarily suspend these ac-
tivities, so we can work out an agreement
that will bring Iran real benefits. If Iran’s
leaders reject our offer, it will result in action
before the Security Council, further isolation
from the world, and progressively stronger
political and economic sanctions.

I've a message for the Iranian regime:
America and our partners are united. We
have presented a reasonable offer. Iran’s
leaders should see our proposal for what it
is, an historic opportunity to set their country
on a better course. If Iran’s leaders want
peace and prosperity and a more hopeful fu-
ture for their people, they should accept our
offer, abandon any ambitions to obtain nu-
clear weapons, and come into compliance
with their international obligations.

I've a message for the Iranian people: The
United States respects you and your country.
We admire your rich history, your vibrant
culture, and your many contributions to civ-
ilization. When Cyrus the Great led the Ira-
nian people more than 2,500 years ago, he
delivered one of the world’s first declarations
of individual rights, including the right to
worship God in freedom. Through the cen-
turies, Iranians have achieved distinction in
medicine and science and poetry and philos-
ophy and countless other fields.

In the 21st century, the people of Iran,
especially the talented and educated youth,
are among the world’s leaders in science and
technology. Iranians have a large presence
on the Internet and a desire to make even
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greater progress, including the development
of civilian nuclear energy. This is a legitimate
desire. We believe the Iranian people should
enjoy the benefits of a truly peaceful pro-
gram, to use nuclear reactors to generate
electric power. So America supports the Ira-
nian people’s rights to develop nuclear en-
ergy peacefully, with proper international
safeguards.

The people of Iran, like people every-
where, also want and deserve an opportunity
to determine their own future, an economy
that rewards their intelligence and talents,
and a society that allows them to pursue their
dreams. I believe Iranians would thrive if
they were given more opportunities to travel
and study abroad and do business with the
rest of the world. Here in the United States,
Iranian Americans have used their freedom
to advance in society and make tremendous
contributions in areas from business to medi-
cine to academics.

To help provide more opportunities for the
people of Iran, we will look for new ways
to increase contact between Americans and
Iranians, especially in education and culture,
sports, and tourism. We'll provide more than
$75 million this year to promote openness
and freedom for the Iranian people. These
funds will allow us to expand and improve
radio and television broadcasts to the people
of Iran. These funds will support Iranian
human rights advocates and civil society or-
ganizations. And these funds will promote
student and faculty exchanges, so we can
build bridges of understanding between our
people.

Americans believe the future of Iran will
be decided by the people of Iran, and we
believe that future can be one of progress
and prosperity and achievement. We look
forward to the day when our nations are
friends and when the people of Iran enjoy
the full fruits of liberty and play a leading
role to establish peace in our world.

The advance of freedom is the calling of
our time, and the men and women of the
United States Merchant Marine Academy
are answering that call. In a few moments,
you will walk through Vickery Gate and leave
the Academy that's been your home. You
leave with a bachelor’s degree, a license as
a Merchant Marine officer, and a commission



1182

in one of the branches of our Armed Serv-
ices. And you leave with something else: The
great truth that duty and honor and courage
are not just words—they are virtues that sus-
tain a free people, people who are deter-
mined to live under self-government. They’re
the virtues that will be your anchor and com-
pass in a life of purpose and service. These
are the virtues that America demands of
those entrusted with leading her sons and
daughters in uniform. And these are the vir-
tues that America has come to expect from
the blue and grey.

We see the devotion to duty and honor
and country in the life of one of this Acad-
emy’s finest graduates, Aaron Seesan. Aaron
was an Ohio boy who grew up dreaming of
being a soldier. He brought that dream with
him to this Academy. And when he walked
through these gates 3 years ago, he carried
on his shoulders the gold bar of a second
lieutenant in the United States Army. After
entering the Army, Lieutenant Seesan
trained as a combat engineer. And he was
serving at Fort Lewis, Washington, when a
group of soldiers who were based at that fort
were struck by a suicide bomb in Iraq. Two
of the men were killed. And that’s when this
young lieutenant volunteered to go to Iraq
to take the place of a wounded platoon lead-
er.

When Lieutenant Seesan arrived in Iraq,
some of his fellow soldiers wondered, “What
was the Army thinking?” His platoon ser-
geant said, “I didn’t know what the hell a
merchant marine graduate was doing here
in the 73d Engineering Company.” The ser-
geant quickly changed his mind when he saw
Lieutenant Seesan in action, taking care of
his men as they patrolled the most dangerous
roads in and around Mosul. In May 2005,
he was leading a routine sweep of a city street
when a bomb exploded and hit the fuel tank

of his Humvee. Those who were with him
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recall his last words: “Take charge, Sergeant
Arnold, and take care of the others.”

He died on May 22—on National Mari-
time Day. For his act of bravery, Lieutenant
Seesan was awarded the Bronze Star. And
the campus memorial that bears his name
will remind all who come here of Kings Point
commitment to service above self.

Aaron Seesan gave his life freely. While
still in high school, he wrote a poem that
now seems prophetic. He wrote, “Mourn not
my terrible death, but celebrate my cause in
life.” Aaron’s cause in life was freedom, and
as you take your place as officers in our
Armed Forces, I ask you to celebrate the
freedom for which Aaron fought and died.

America has invested in you, and she has
high expectations. My call to you is this: Trust
your instincts, and use the skills you were
taught here to give back to your Nation. Do
not be afraid of mistakes; learn from them.
Show leadership and character in whatever
you do. The world lies before you. I ask you
to go forth with faith in America and con-
fidence in the eternal promise of liberty.

In all that lies ahead, I wish you fair winds
and following seas. As I look out at the men
and women before me, I will leave here
knowing that you will bring honor to our Na-
tion and to this Academy that has prepared
you for the challenges you will face.

May God steer thee well, Kings Point. And
may God bless America.

NoTE: The President spoke at 10:07 a.m. on the
Captain James Harvey Tomb Field at Brooks Sta-
dium. In his remarks, he referred to Vice Adm.
Joseph D. Stewart, USMS, superintendent, U.S.
Merchant Marine Academy; Prime Minister Tony
Blair of the United Kingdom; senior Al Qaida as-
sociate Abu Musab Al Zarqawi, who was killed
in Baquba, Irag, on June 7; Prime Minister Nuri
al-Maliki of Iraq; President Vladimir Putin of Rus-
sia; and President Hu Jintao of China.
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Memorandum on Eligibility of the
Kingdom of Swaziland To Receive
Defense Articles and Defense
Services Under the Foreign
Assistance Act and the Arms Export
Control Act

June 19, 2006

Presidential Determination No. 2006—-16

Memorandum for the Secretary of State
Subject: Eligibility of the Kingdom of
Swaziland to Receive Defense Articles and
Defense Services under the Foreign

Assistance Act and the Arms Export Control
Act

Pursuant to section 503(a) of the Foreign
Assistance Act of 1961, as amended (22
U.S.C. 2311), and section 3(a)(1) of the Arms
Export Control Act, as amended (22 U.S.C.
2753), I hereby find that the furnishing of
defense articles and defense services to the
Kingdom of Swaziland will strengthen the se-
curity of the United States and promote
world peace.

You are authorized and directed to trans-
mit this determination, including the jus-
tification, to the Congress and to arrange for
the publication of this determination in the
Federal Register.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., June 23, 2006]

NotE: This memorandum was published in the
Federal Register on June 26.

Notice—Continuation of the
National Emergency With Respect to
the Risk of Nuclear Proliferation
Created by the Accumulation of
Weapons-Usable Fissile Material in
the Territory of the Russian
Federation

June 19, 2006

On June 21, 2000, the President issued Ex-
ecutive Order 13159 (the “order”), blocking
property and interests in property of the
Government of the Russian Federation that
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are in the United States, that hereafter come
within the United States, or that are or here-
after come within the possession or control
of United States persons that are directly re-
lated to the implementation of the Agree-
ment Between the Government of the
United States of America and the Govern-
ment of the Russian Federation Concerning
the Disposition of Highly Enriched Uranium
Extracted from Nuclear Weapons, dated
February 18, 1993, and related contracts and
agreements (collectively, the “HEU Agree-
ments”). The HEU Agreements allow for the
downblending of highly enriched uranium
derived from nuclear weapons to low en-
riched uranium for peaceful commercial pur-
poses. The order invoked the authority, inter
alia, of the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.,
and declared a national emergency to deal
with the unusual and extraordinary threat to
the national security and foreign policy of the
United States posed by the risk of nuclear
proliferation created by the accumulation of
a large volume of weapons-usable fissile ma-
terial in the territory of the Russian Federa-
tion.

The national emergency declared on June
21, 2000, must continue beyond June 21,
2006, to provide continued protection from
attachment, judgment, decree, lien, execu-
tion, garnishment, or other judicial process
for the property and interests in property of
the Government of the Russian Federation
that are directly related to the implementa-
tion of the HEU Agreements and subject to
U.S. jurisdiction. Therefore, in accordance
with section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am con-
tinuing for 1 year the national emergency
with respect to weapons-usable fissile mate-
rial in the territory of the Russian Federation.
This notice shall be published in the Federal
Register and transmitted to the Congress.

George W. Bush
The White House,
June 19, 2006.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:43 a.m., June 19, 2006]

NoTE: This notice was published in the Federal
Register on June 20.
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Message to the Congress on
Continuation of the National
Emergency With Respect to
Weapons-Usable Fissile Material in
the Russian Federation

June 19, 2006

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision,
I have sent the enclosed notice to the Federal
Register for publication, stating that the
emergency declared with respect to the accu-
mulation of a large volume of weapons-usa-
ble fissile material in the territory of the Rus-
sian Federation is to continue beyond June
21, 2006. The most recent notice continuing
this emergency was published in the Federal
Register on June 20, 2005 (70 FR 35507).

It remains a major national security goal
of the United States to ensure that fissile ma-
terial removed from Russian nuclear weap-
ons pursuant to various arms control and dis-
armament agreements is dedicated to peace-
ful uses, subject to transparency measures,
and protected from diversion to activities of
proliferation concern. The accumulation of
a large volume of weapons-usable fissile ma-
terial in the territory of the Russian Federa-
tion continues to pose an unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the national security and
foreign policy of the United States. For this
reason, I have determined that it is necessary
to continue the national emergency declared
with respect to the accumulation of a large
volume of weapons-usable fissile material in
the territory of the Russian Federation and
maintain in force these emergency authori-
ties to respond to this threat.

George W. Bush

The White House,
June 19, 2006.

June 19 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2006

Remarks at the President’s Dinner
June 19, 2006

Thank you all very much. Thank you.
Please be seated. Thanks for the warm wel-
come.

Jim, thanks very much for your introduc-
tion. Thanks for your leadership for this in-
credibly successful dinner. Thank you all for
coming.

I told Laura, I said, “T'm going to the Presi-
dent’s Dinner.” She said, “Cook it yourself.”
[Laughter] She’s doing great, by the way. She
is a—I'm a lucky man that she said yes when
I asked her to marry me. She is a fabulous
mom, a great wife, and she’s doing a wonder-
ful job as the First Lady of the United States.

She sends her best. She, like me, under-
stands that we're going to keep the House
and we're going to keep the Senate thanks
to you all. And there’s a reason why we got
to keep the House and the Senate. We got
a fabulous Speaker and leadership team in
the United States House of Representatives
and a great leader in Bill Frist in the United
States Senate.

We're here for a reason. We're here to
solve problems and not pass them to future
Congresses and future Presidents. We're
making a difference for the people of the
United States of America. When we see
problems, we solve them. The Democrats are
good talkers; we're good doers. We get the
job done. We understand the stakes to the
world in which we live. We understand the
most important responsibility we have in
Washington is to defend the people of the
United States, and that’s exactly what we’re
doing.

I appreciate the members of my Cabinet
here tonight. Thank you all for coming. Don’t
stay too long; you got to get back to work.
[Laughter]

I'm thrilled that Speaker Denny Hastert
is here, and Leader Bill Frist. [Applause] 1
want to thank the—must have a lousy seat.
[Laughter] 1T want to thank Elizabeth Dole
and Lamar Alexander. I want to thank Con-
gressman Tom Reynolds. I want to thank
Mitch McConnell. T want to thank John
Boehner. I want to thank all the Members
of the House and the Senate who've joined
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us tonight. I appreciate your service to our
country, and I'm proud to serve with you.

These are historic times in which we live,
and these are times that require people to
make hard decisions. I'm proud to be serving
with people, here in Washington, DC, who
make decisions on what’s right, not what the
focus groups say and what the polls say. And
what is right is doing what it takes to defend
the United States of America from attack
again.

I'm proud to be serving with people who
understand the lessons of September the
11th. And here’s what I've learned. I've
learned that we must look at the world the
way it is, not the way we hope it is. T've
learned that in order to do our duty to pro-
tect the American people, we must under-
stand the nature of the enemy we face. We
face coldblooded killers who would like noth-
ing more than to strike the United States of
America again, and the only way to defeat
them is to stay on the offense and bring them
to justice before they hurt America again.

When the President speaks, he better
mean what he says, and when I said, “If you
harbor a terrorist, you're equally as guilty as
the terrorist,” I meant exactly what I said.
And when the Taliban refused to cough up
Al Qaida, we acted. In the United States
Congress, we're strong supporters of uphold-
ing that doctrine. And as a result of our ac-
tion, America is safer, Al Qaida no longer
has training camps, and 25 million people
now live in freedom.

I'm proud to be working with a Speaker
and the Leader of the Senate and Republican
Members of the House and the Senate who
understand the stakes of the world in which
we live. I am proud to be working with clear-
eyed realists who understand that we can give
no quarter to an enemy that would like to
do us harm again.

One of the lessons of September the 11th
is that when this country sees a threat, we
must deal with it before it fully materializes.
When a lot of us were coming up, we thought
oceans could protect us from harm, but the
lesson of September the 11th is, oceans can
no longer protect the United States.

The best way to protect the United States
is to take care of threats before they come
to hurt us. In Iraq, Republicans and Demo-
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crats saw a threat. We saw Saddam Hussein
who terrorized his neighbors, Saddam Hus-
sein who killed his own people, a Saddam
Hussein who used weapons of mass destruc-
tion, a Saddam Hussein who had funded ter-
rorists, Saddam Hussein who defied U.N.
resolution after U.N. resolution. And when
he defied his last U.N. resolution, we re-
moved him from power, and the world is bet-
ter off for it.

And I'm proud to be serving with Mem-
bers of the United States Congress and the
United States Senate who stand by their con-
victions, who don’t try to change history in
the midst of hard work. And that’s what this
world requires; it requires hard work by the
United States of America. And right now
we're doing hard work in Iraq. Iraq is the
central front on the war on terror. And it’s
important we succeed.

You know I just recently went to Baghdad,
had an interesting experience there. I met
the new Prime Minister and the new Cabinet
of a unity government. And here’s what I
saw: I saw people dedicated to living out
the—to living out the desires of the 12 mil-
lion people who went to the polls in defiance
of the car bombers and the killers. I saw peo-
ple from different groups in that country
coming together to say, “We want to suc-
ceed.” And I saw people wondering whether
the United States would have the nerve to
stay the course and help them succeed.

I went to Iraq, and I said, “It’s up to you.
It's up to you to seize this moment.” But
I also told them this, “When America gives
its word, America will keep its word.” And
we will help this good country of Iraq be-
come a thriving democracy in the heart of
the Middle East.

Now, we're going to win the war on terror
if we don’t lose our nerve. We will win the
war on terror by bringing the terrorists to
justice. We will win the war on terror by de-
feating the terrorists in Iraq, and we will win
the war on terror by defeating their hateful
ideology with freedom.

You see, I want you to understand some-
thing loud and clear. I make my decisions
based upon principles that just aren’t going
to change, and I'm proud to be standing with
Members—Republican Members of the
House and Senate who stand on the very
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same principles. We believe in the uni-
versality of freedom. We believe everybody
desires to be free. And we believe that the
spread of freedom will yield the peace this
world wants. It is important to have Mem-
bers of the United States Congress who will
not wave the white flag of surrender in this
war on terror.

There is a debate here in Washington, and
there should be. And I welcome the debate,
and we should welcome the debate. But I
want to remind you of the consequences if
those who want to withdraw from Iraq hap-
pen to prevail in the debate. An early with-
drawal would be a defeat for the United
States of America. An early withdrawal would
embolden the terrorists. Talk about a dead-
line before we've done the job sends chills
throughout the spines of Iraqi citizens who
are wondering whether or not the United
States has the capacity to keep its word.

An early withdrawal would embolden Al
Qaida and bin Laden. An early withdrawal,
before we completed the missions, would say
to the United States military, “Your sacrifices
have gone to vain.” There will be no early
withdrawal so long as we run the Congress
and occupy the White House.

I want to thank the Members of Congress,
Republican Members of Congress, for sup-
porting the United States military. It’s really
important for our military to know that the
United States of America supports them in
Iraq. T'll tell you one of the things that just
struck me when I was there in Baghdad. I
looked in the eyes of our civilians who were
there and I looked in the eyes of our troops,
and I saw brave and honorable and decent
and courageous souls. I saw the best of
America. And this Congress and this White
House will give them what it takes to win
the war on terror.

And here at home, Republicans in the
House and the Senate, working with the
White House, have dealt with some pretty
tough times for our economy. I know it
seems like a long time ago, but it wasn’t all
that long ago that we had to deal with a reces-
sion and a stock market correction and cor-
porate scandals and attacks on our country
and two wars and two major invasions as a
part of the war on terror and natural disasters
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and high energy prices. Yet instead of talking,
we acted, and we acted on principle.

We Republicans believe that when you
have more of your own money in your pocket
to save, spend, or invest, it can overcome
tough economic times. We believe that we
ought to trust you with your money, and not
trust Government on how to spend your
money. And as a result of our progrowth eco-
nomic policies, this economy is strong, and
we intend to keep it strong.

Our economy grew at 3.5 percent last year,
and that’s faster than any other major indus-
trialized nation in the world. We added 5.3
million new jobs since August of 2003. The
national unemployment rate is 4.6 percent.
That's below the average for every decade
since the 1960s. The entrepreneurial spirit
is strong in America because of Republican
progrowth economic policies.

And there is a clear record on this issue.
And as people start going to the polls next
November, I want them to remember who
cut the taxes and who was against the tax
cuts. Every single tax cut was opposed by
the Democrat leadership, every tax cut: tax
cuts for child—children, families with chil-
dren; tax cuts to get rid of the death tax; tax
cuts on capital gains and dividends; tax cuts
for everybody who pays taxes; tax cuts for
small businesses. We're the party of tax cuts,
and we're the party of economic growth. And
we intend to keep it that way by making the
tax cuts permanent.

If you want your taxes raised, vote Demo-
crat. If you want your taxes low, keep Denny
Hastert and Bill Frist as leaders of the House
and the Senate.

Oh, you hear all kinds of excuses for raising
taxes here in Washington. The classic is, “We
need to raise the taxes to balance the budg-
et.” That's not how Washington works. I've
been here 5% years; I can tell you how it
works. See, they're going to raise your taxes,
and then they’ll figure out new ways to spend
your money.

The best way to balance the budget is to
be fiscally wise with your money and to keep
progrowth economic policies in place, which
is exactly what we’re going to do. We're on
our way to cutting this deficit in half by 2009,
because our economy is strong as a result
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of low taxes and because we’re working to-
gether to make sure we're wise about how
we spend your money. I'll tell you one thing
about spending your money, though. So long
as we have got any soldier in harm’s way,
I look forward to working with the Congress
to make sure he or she gets all the equip-
ment, all the training, all the pay necessary
to win this war on terror.

We're willing to deal with tough issues,
and we got a tough issue with immigration.
This is an important debate for the United
States of America, but I want all of us to
remember one thing: We are a nation of im-
migrants, and we will treat people with re-
spect, no matter what country they're from.

The American people expect us to secure
our borders, and we will. We will increase
the number of Border Patrol agents, and I
want to thank the Congress for passing strong
measures to do just that. We will provide new
technologies for our borders, to help our
Border Patrol agents. We will end catch-and-
release, so when we catch somebody trying
to sneak in our country, they're going to go
back home. We will send a clear message
to people trying to sneak across our borders:
The United States will secure our borders.
But I also want you to understand that to
secure our borders, we need a comprehen-
sive immigration plan.

We need a plan that says, instead of trying
to sneak across our borders, you can come
and work in our borders—in our country, on
a temporary basis, for jobs Americans aren’t
doing. We need a temporary-worker plan in
order to make sure this border of ours is se-
cure. We need to give those temporary work-
ers a chance to come here and then go back
home after they work, and give them a card,
see. They need to have a tamper-proof card.
And that’s how you begin to have true en-
forcement.

It’s against the law to hire somebody who’s
here—who is illegally here, and we intend
to make sure we uphold the laws against em-
ployers who are hiring illegal immigrants. We
oppose amnesty. Amnesty is wrong for the
United States of America. Amnesty sends the
wrong signal to people here by—playing by
the rules. On the other hand, it is unrealistic
to expect the United States of America can
deport 11 million people. And so my plan
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is, is that if you pay your fine, pay your dues,
learn English, you can get at the end of the
citizenship line, not ahead of those who are
here legally.

And finally, during this debate I want us
to remember that this country has had an
amazing capacity to assimilate people from
different walks of life, and so a part of a com-
prehensive plan will not only be to secure
our borders but to have an orderly work plan
to be responsible on how we treat people
who have been here—but as well as to help
people learn English and learn the customs
and habits of the United States of America.

I love a country where someone can go
from picking onions to owning the grocery
store, when somebody can go from sweeping
the floor of an office to running the office.
I love a country where somebody can come
and work in a small business and own the
small business. America is one Nation under
God, and the Republican Party must always
stand for that.

You know, ours is the party that came here
to Washington, DC, and saw a Medicare sys-
tem that wasn’t working. The Democrats
were great about talking about making Medi-
care work; they could never get anything
done. And we did. People say, “What did
you care about Medicare for?” I cared about
it because the Government has made a com-
mitment to the elderly to provide good health
care. And once—my view is, once you make
a commitment, you got to honor the commit-
ment. And I saw a Medicare system that
wasn’t working, and so did a lot of the Re-
publicans in the United States Congress.

I'll give you an example of why it wasn’t
working. We had a Medicare system that
would pay $25,000 for surgery but not one
single dime for the prescription drugs that
could prevent the surgery from being needed
in the first place. The system was old. It was
tired. It wasn’t working. And Republicans
came together to make sure we had a Medi-
care system that delivered modern medicine
for our seniors. And if you're a poor senior
in America, we give you help. The days from
choosing between an electricity bill and med-
icine are over, thanks to the Republican
Party.

There is more work to be done when it
comes to making sure health care is available
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and affordable. That's why we support asso-
ciation health plans to help small businesses
be able to afford health insurance. That’s why
we support health savings accounts, so you're
in control of the health decisions. That’s why
we support the advent of information tech-
nology to help bring excess costs out of the
systems. And in order to make sure health
care is available and affordable, we strongly
support medical liability reform. We got to
make sure these junk lawsuits stop running
good doctors out of practice and stop running
up your bills.

Ours is the party that understands we got
to have a comprehensive energy plan to make
us less dependent on foreign sources of oil.
We strongly support conservation measures.
We strongly support clean coal technologies
and nuclear power. We strongly support hy-
brid vehicles, new battery technologies, eth-
anol. Ours is a party that is willing to work
hard to say to the American people, soon,
that we're less dependent on foreign sources
of oil, and that’s good for national security,
and that is good for economic security.

What I'm telling you is, we stand for some
things, and we get things done for the Amer-
ican people. We stand on principles. We be-
lieve in human dignity of each and every per-
son. We stand for a culture of life. We strong-
ly stand for families in America. And we be-
lieve it is essential to make sure that we have
a judiciary that understands its proper role
in society.

I want to thank the United States Senate
for confirming two fantastic Supreme Court
Justices in John Roberts and Sam Alito. And
our pledge to you is that I will continue to
nominate good judges, good honorable men
and women, who will interpret the law and
not legislate from the bench.

Ours is a party that understands that Gov-
ernment can hand out money but cannot put
hope in a person’s heart or a sense of purpose
in a person’s life. And therefore we strongly
support—we strongly believe in supporting
faith-based and community programs that all
exist to put an arm around a brother who
is lost or a sister who needs help, and says,
“T love you.” We strongly believe that Gov-
ernment ought to support programs of faith
in order to help lift the souls and the spirits
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of those who need something much greater
than Government can provide.

Ours is a party that believes in limited gov-
ernment and empowering the people of the
United States. There’s no question that this
country of ours can accomplish anything we
set our minds to. We can win the war on
terror, and we will. We can make sure people
are able to find work all around our country.
We can help the homeless, help the addicted.
We can help feed the hungry. We can lift
up the souls of every person who is lucky
enough to be a citizen of this great country,
and we will.

I want to thank you for your help. I want
to thank you for giving us a chance to lead
this great country. I want to thank you for
helping make sure that Denny Hastert and
Bill Frist remain in their positions in the Sen-
ate and the House, and I assure you of this:
We will continue to lead this country with
an optimistic, hopeful, positive vision that
says to every American, opportunity belongs
to you as much as your neighbor.

May God bless you all, and may God bless
the United States of America.

NotE: The President spoke at 7:50 p.m. at the
Washington Convention Center. In his remarks,
he referred to Rep. James O. McCrery III of Lou-
isiana; Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki of Iraq; and
Usama bin Laden, leader of the Al Qaida terrorist
organization.

Message to the Senate Transmitting
a Report on Additional Geneva
Convention Amendments

June 19, 2006

To the Senate of the United States:

With a view to receiving the advice and
consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans-
mit herewith: the Protocol Additional to the
Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and
relating to the Adoption of an Additional Dis-
tinctive Emblem (the “Geneva Protocol
II1”), adopted at Geneva on December §,
2005, and signed by the United States on that
date; the Amendment to Article 1 of the Con-
vention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on
the Use of Certain Conventional Weapons
Which May be Deemed to be Excessively
Injurious or to Have Indiscriminate Effects
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(the “CCW Amendment”); and the CCW
Protocol on Explosive Remnants of War (the
“CCW Protocol V). I transmit, for the infor-
mation of the Senate, the report of the De-
partment of State concerning these treaties.

Geneva Protocol III. Geneva Protocol II1
creates a new distinctive emblem, a Red
Crystal, in addition to and for the same pur-
poses as the Red Cross and the Red Crescent
emblems. The Red Crystal is a neutral em-
blem that can be employed by governments
and national societies that face challenges
using the existing emblems. In addition, Ge-
neva Protocol III will pave the way for
Magen David Adom, Israel’s national society,
to achieve membership in the International
Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement.
Legislation implementing Geneva Protocol
IIT will be submitted to the Congress sepa-
rately.

CCW Amendment. The amendment to
Article 1 of the CCW, which was adopted
at Geneva on December 21, 2001, eliminates
the distinction between international and
non-international armed conflict for the pur-
poses of the rules governing the prohibitions
and restrictions on the use of certain conven-
tional weapons. It does not change the legal
status of rebel or insurgent groups into that
of protected or privileged belligerents.

CCW Protocol V. CCW Protocol V, which
was adopted at Geneva on November 28,
2003, addresses the post-conflict threat gen-
erated by conventional munitions such as
mortar shells, grenades, artillery rounds, and
bombs that do not explode as intended or
that are abandoned. CCW Protocol V pro-
vides for the marking, clearance, removal,
and destruction of such remmants by the
party in control of the territory in which the
munitions are located.

Conclusion. I urge the Senate to give
prompt and favorable consideration to each
of these instruments and to give its advice
and consent to their ratification. These trea-
ties are in the interest of the United States,
and their ratification would advance the long-
standing and historic leadership of the
United States in the law of armed conflict.

George W. Bush

The White House,
June 19, 2006.
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NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on June 20. An original was
not available for verification of the content of this
message.

The President’s News Conference
With European Leaders in Vienna,
Austria

June 21, 2006

Chancellor Wolfgang Schuessel. So, la-
dies and gentlemen, let me first start by say-
ing that this was—is the 15th journey of
President of the United States, George Bush,
to Europe. And I'm really happy that this
journey leads—it’s a kind of an Austria-Hun-
garian journey—leads George Bush and his
team to Vienna.

We had a summit, a very fruitful and a
positive summit touching a broad range of
subjects, from economy—quite obvious—
America and Europe, we are the E-2, the
economic big two powers of the world, and
we spoke about common trade, foreign in-
vestment in both directions. Of course, we
touched some problems, but don’t forget that
99 percent of our trade volume is done with-
out any problems. It’s, per date, a sum of
around $2 billion traded above the Atlantic
Ocean.

And we touched foreign policy issues; we
touched Iran; we touched Iraq; Balkan
issues; global issues like global warming, cli-
mate change, et cetera.

Although we might have different ap-
proaches in some aspects, this should never
overshadow the depth and quality of our co-
operation. We covered, as I said it, a wide
range of issues during our talks, from foreign
policy and economic cooperation. The en-
ergy security was high on our agenda, the
protection of intellectual property rights, the
cooperation in the fight against terror, and
the protection of human rights around the
world.

In our common responsibility to promote
stability and security for our citizens and the
world, the European Union and United
States successfully work together. There are
recent examples for our good cooperation,
as I mentioned, just Iran, Middle East, and
Iraq.
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And in one of the topics we intensively
discussed today, our efforts to keep Iran from
producing nuclear weapons. We have come
to a crossroad on the Iranian nuclear issue.
Iran has to make the right choice. And we
welcome a U.S. involvement, in particularly,
recent historic signal that U.S. is ready to
join negotiations talks if conditions for re-
suming negotiations are met. And this signal
greatly contributed to the credibility of a
united position between the key players. And
I told President George Bush how much we
appreciate his constructive role in this par-
ticularly sensitive situation.

The situation in Middle East is still com-
plex. There’s no doubt that the Palestinian
Government has to accept the basic prin-
ciples of the peace process—nonviolence,
recognition of Israel, acceptance of existing
agreements, the so-called roadmap. On the
other hand, both America and Europe con-
sequently argue against any unilateral steps
by Israel. The escalation of armed confronta-
tion during the recent days and weeks show
the lack of a political perspective. The solu-
tion to this conflict can only be a political
one based on negotiations and the principles
of the roadmap.

In Iraq, we welcome the formation of the
new Iraqi national unity Government on 20th
of May. We strongly condemn terrorist acts,
the continuing campaign of violence against
the Iraqi people and their constitutionally
elected Government. At the European Coun-
cil last week, we stressed our encouragement
for enhanced institutional and international
engagement and underlined our willingness
for continued supporting U.N. role in Iraq.

On Balkans, we informed President Bush
on the European strategy. We have opened
negotiations last week with Croatia. Mac-
edonia is a candidate. We signed an agree-
ment for stabilization association with Alba-
nia. We have now Montenegro independent.
Bosnia is integrated, and we are, all the time,
involved in positive talks with Serbia. Of
course, there are open questions, and we dis-
cussed them in detail. In Kosovo, negotia-
tions under the chairmanship of Martti
Ahtisaari and—T[inaudible]—are taking place
here in Vienna. The office of Ahtisaari is
here, and we do our utmost to help and to
ease.

June 21 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2006

Strong bilateral ties between Europe and
USA are absolutely important. We are the
most important economic partners for each
other. The summit highlights only some top-
ics. Progress made in many other areas
should not be overlooked.

Today we signed an agreement on higher
education and vocational training that will
last for a longer period of time than the pre-
vious one, engage us in a larger quantity of
programs and funds, and will reach more stu-
dents and teachers—three times more stu-
dents than before.

Given the worldwide increase in energy
demands and, at the same time, limited re-
sources, security of supply is of strategic im-
portance. And therefore, we welcome the es-
tablishment of a strategic cooperation be-
tween America and Europe. And we are
committed to develop a coherent energy
strategy that not only emphasizes security of
supply but also efficiency, sustainability, and
climate protection.

This is my first statement. I now invite the
President of the United States, George Bush,
to take the floor, and then the President of
the Commission.

President Bush. Mr. Chancellor—I call
him, Wolfgang; he calls me, George W.—
Jose, it’s good to see you. Thank you very
much for your hospitality. I also want to
thank President Fischer for his hospitality as
well. T've really been looking forward to this
trip. I have never been to your beautiful
country. I need to come back. It is—and your
hospitality has been grand. I really appreciate
italot.

We did have a very engaged and fruitful
conversation, as we should. We're close part-
ners in peace and prosperity. I've always be-
lieved that when America and the EU work
together, we can accomplish big deeds. And
this world needs us to work together, because
there’s a lot of challenges.

We talked about democracy and new de-
mocracies, and I want to thank the European
Union for its strong support of Afghanistan
and Iraq. Look, I fully understand we’ve had
our differences on Iraq, and I can understand
the differences. People have strong opinions
on the subject. But what’s past is past, and
what’s ahead is a hopeful democracy in the
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Middle East. And I want to thank your lead-
ership, both of your leaderships, on this im-
portant issue. I believe the Maliki Govern-
ment is going to succeed. I know the Govern-
ment needs our help, and the European
Union has stood up to help, and I can’t thank
you enough for that.

We talked about Lebanon and the need
for Lebanon to be free from Syrian influence.
We worked very closely together at the
United Nations to send that clear message
to the Syrians: Leave Lebanon alone; let
them be; let them be a free democracy—
which is a necessary part of laying the foun-
dation for peace in the Middle East.

We talked about Israel and Palestine. I as-
sured the leaders here that my position is
firm, and that is, I envision two states living
side by side in peace. And we want to help.
On the other hand, we're not going to deal
with a Government that has made the de-
struction of Israel one of its key policy plat-
forms. How can you be side by side in peace
if part of your platform is the destruction of
one of the countries you're supposed to be
at peace with? And I appreciate Europe
being strong on that issue as well.

We talked about the Balkans, and I as-
sured the Chancellor that Austria’s role in
the Balkans and the European Union’s role
in the Balkans is essential, and we look for-
ward to supporting your role. In essence, the
EU, particularly under the Chancellor’s guid-
ance, is in the lead on the Balkans. And we
want to help. We want to be a participant
in helping bring peace to that region.

I think the European Union is a vital part
of helping solve the issue of the Balkans.
After all, aspirations to the EU causes people
to adopt the habits necessary for there to be
a democracy and peace. And so we're very
strongly supportive of the EU’s role in the
Balkans and applaud your strong role as well,
Mr. Chancellor.

We talked about development and pros-
perity. Listen, we're trading partners, and
we've got to make sure that commerce and
trade and capital continues to flow freely be-
tween the EU and America. And we talked
about some of the impediments to capital
flows, and we discussed our desire to make
sure that we continue to trade as freely as
possible.
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Obviously, the Doha round of the WTO
was a big subject. And it’s a tough subject
because we're trying to make difficult adjust-
ments to our own internal policy in order
to satisfy a—in order to reach an agreement
that’s fair for all of us. But the good news
is, is that we were very frank in our discussion
with each other. I mean, the Europeans have
problems with the U.S. position; we have
problems with the European position; we
both have problems with the G-20 position.
But the point is, we're committed to a suc-
cessful round. And it's going to take hard
work. There’s a ministers meeting here at the
end of this month, and my pledge to our Eu-
ropean counterparts is, we’ll do the very best
we can to reach an agreement that is—that
satisfies all parties’ desires.

But make no mistake about it, it’s hard
work. My view is, is that we can’t let this
round fail. A failed WTO round would be
missed opportunity, particularly to help peo-
ple in the impoverished—who are impover-
ished. The best way to help lift people out
of poverty is trade. You can give all the
money you want—and my Government has
been very generous on the continent of Afri-
ca. We're joining with the Europeans to fight
HIV/AIDS and to deal with hunger. But if
you're really interested in development, the
best way to do it is to have a successful round
at the WTO. And I understand that, and
we're committed to working for success in
that round.

We talked about energy. I kind of startled
my country when, in my State of the Union,
I said, “We’re hooked on oil, and we need
to get off oil.” That seemed counterintuitive
for some people to hear a Texan say. But
the truth of the matter is, we got to diversify
away from oil. And the best way to do it is
through new technologies. And we agreed we
would share technologies between our na-
tions and between the EU and the United
States. The EU needs to get diversified as
well. And so this is going to be a very inter-
esting period for us as new technologies de-
velop, and we're willing to share those tech-
nologies.

We talked about our efforts to continue
to defeat the terrorists. I reminded my fellow
leaders here that the terrorists still want to
strike, and they want to do harm, and we
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have an obligation to work very closely to-
gether.

And, obviously, they brought up the con-
cern about Guantanamo. And I understand
their concerns. But let me explain my posi-
tion. First, I'd like to end Guantanamo; I'd
like it to be over with. One of the things we
will do is we'll send people back to their
home countries. We've got about 400 people
there left—200 have been sent back—400
are there, mainly from Saudi Arabia, Afghan-
istan, and Yemen. And I explained to the two
leaders here our desires to send them back.
Of course, there’s international pressure not
to send them back. But, hopefully, we’ll be
able to resolve that when they go back to
their own country.

There are some who need to be tried in
U.S. courts. Theyre coldblooded killers.
They will murder somebody if they’re let out
on the street. And yet we believe there’s a—
there ought to be a way forward in a court
of law, and I'm waiting for the Supreme
Court of the United States to determine the
proper venue in which these people can be
tried.

So I understand the concerns of the lead-
ers. They expressed the concerns of the Eu-
ropean leaders and the European people
about what Guantanamo says. I also shared
with them my deep desire to end this pro-
gram, but also I assured them that we will—
I'm not going to let people out on the street
that will do you harm. And so we’re working
through the issue. And I appreciate your in-
terest and appreciate your questions.

Finally, we talked about Iran. It's very im-
portant for the leadership in Iran to look at
the world and say, Europe and the United
States and Russia and China are united in
our common desire to make sure that Ira-
nians do not develop a nuclear weapon. And
step one of achieving a diplomatic success
is to share a goal. And there’s no question
we share the goal of Iran not having the ca-
pacity and/or a nuclear weapon. It would be
a terrible situation if they developed a weap-
on.

And so the second phase of a diplomatic
strategy is to have a common front, a com-
mon diplomatic front that says clearly to the
Iranians, here is a way forward for it, but
you get to choose. And so I said to the—
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I said to our—my counterparts here that
we’ll come to the table to negotiate, so long
as the Iranians verifiably end any enrichment
activities. The Iranians have said that they
will end uranium enrichment activities be-
fore; that's what they told the EU-3. We're
just asking them to do what they already said
they would do.

But it’s their choice to make. And I'm con-
vinced that when they look and see that we're
working very closely together, that they will
see the seriousness of our intent to resolve
this in a diplomatic and peaceful way.

And so the discussions were wide-ranging,
which is a positive sign of a healthy relation-
ship. We shared tactics and strategies, which
is a sign of a healthy relationship. We dis-
agreed in an agreeable way on certain issues,
but we're bound to work together for the
good of our respective peoples. And this
meeting has been a great success, Mr. Chan-
cellor, and I appreciate you running it. And
again, I want to thank you for your hospi-
tality.

Chancellor Schuessel. Thank you. Jose.

President Jose Manuel Durao Barroso.
Thank you. Thank you very much. I think
there is a very good spirit in European Union
and United States relations, and we’re build-
ing on that today. And as President Bush just
said, it was not just a working meeting for
very concrete results, but also, we were
thinking aloud; we were discussing together
some possible strategies for the future. And
this is precisely that spirit that relations be-
tween partners like the United States and
European Union should be established.

But let me just concentrate on concrete
results of this summit that were already pre-
sented by Chancellor Schuessel, but I want
to highlight some of them. First, we are en-
tering into strategic cooperation on energy
to promote energy security for producers,
consumers, and transit countries alike. I
think this is important, strategic cooperation
on energy between the United States and
Europe. Second, we have agreed to establish
a European Union and United States high-
level dialog on climate change, clean energy,
sustainable development. This will address
ways to deliver cost-effective emission cuts,
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development and employment of new tech-
nologies, efficiency and conservation, renew-
able fuels, and other environmental issues
such as biodiversity.

We have also discussed how to deliver an
ambitious and balanced conclusion to the
Doha development agenda. These negotia-
tions are at a crucial phase. European Union
and the United States have a joint responsi-
bility to help deliver an agreement which
promotes growth and opportunity, especially
for the poorest. We look for a similar deter-
mination from other WTO members. And
after the good exchange of views we had
today during this summit, I'm convinced, I'm
really convinced that it’s possible to have a
successful outcome of the Doha talks. And
it’s crucially important from a trade point of
view, from a global economic point of view,
but also from a development point of view.

Third, we have endorsed today a strategy
for the enforcement of intellectual property
rights in third countries. For the first time,
we have named the countries and regions
which cause most concern. They will be the
focus of concrete actions to reduce global pi-
racy and counterfeiting. Proper protection of
intellectual property is vital for our industry
and for our consumers.

Fourth, we also agreed on the need for
open investment regimes, fighting all protec-
tionist tendencies that can happen in some
of our circles. We need to boost growth, jobs
and get best control of our very dynamic
transatlantic economy. Two—way investment
benefits our economies. In this context, I
hope we will see the finalization of the Euro-
pean Union-United States Air Transport
Agreement, if possible by the end of the year.

We also addressed the issue that is very
important in European Union of this—for es-
tablishment of reciprocal visa-free travel for
all European Union citizens to the United
States. I also believe this is good for our citi-
zens; this is good for our economies.

Finally, the point I want to highlight, I
want to emphasize our shared commitment
to promoting democracy, freedom all over
the world. The very enlargement of the Eu-
ropean Union has been one of the greatest
achievements in terms of promotion of de-
mocracy from Southern Europe, West Eu-
rope, to Eastern Europe, North Europe,
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from the Iberian Peninsula in the *80s to the
Baltic countries, now most recently. Euro-
pean Union is a great success story in terms
of promoting democracy. And we want to do
it also globally, and we are doing it globally.
And that’s one of the fields where I see that
the United States and European Union can
do, and should do, even more together.

One thing is sure, the world now is very
complex. Even together we are not sure that
we will solve all issues. But if we dont—
aren’t working together, it will be much more
difficult to face global challenges. I believe
this summit was very helpful for having this
closer relationship between the United States
and Europe so that, together, we can do our
best to make the world a better place.

Chancellor Schuessel. Thank you.

President Bush. Jennifer [Jennifer Loven,
Associated Press].

North Korea

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Could you
explain why the world should care that North
Korea is test-firing a long-range missile? And
what sort of penalties do you think are in
order if they do so?

And to the Chancellor, if I might, where
does the EU stand on possible penalties for
such a test?

President Bush. The North Koreans have
made agreements with us in the past, and
we expect them to keep their agreements;
for example, agreements on test launches.
We think it would be in the world’s interest
to know what they’re testing, what they in-
tend to do on their test. It should make peo-
ple nervous when nontransparent regimes
that have announced that they've got nuclear
warheads fire missiles.

And so we've been working with our part-
ners, particularly in that part of the world,
to say to the North Koreans that this is not
the way you conduct business in the world;
this is not the way that peaceful nations con-
duct their affairs.

I was pleased to see that the Chinese spoke
out to the North Korean Government and
suggested they not fire—whatever it is on—
their missile. And we’ll see whether or not
the North Koreans listen. One of our strate-
gies in North Korea has to make sure we
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include other countries as a part of our con-
sortium to deal with this nontransparent re-
gime. And China is an integral part of what
we've called the six-party talks, and I am
pleased that they're taking responsibility in
dealing with the leader of North Korea. I
think it’s a very positive sign.

I've talked to President Putin about this
subject. I know that we're reaching out to
the Japanese, all aimed at saying to the North
Koreans, this is not a—in order to be an ac-
cepted nation, a nonisolated nation, there are
certain international norms that you must live
by. And we expect them to live by those
norms.

Chancellor Schuessel. 1 couldn’t agree
more with the question of North Korea, and
the compliance with the international rules
and the international standards are always a
matter of great concern, always high on the
priority list of foreign policy matters within
the European Union. And if this happens,
there will be a strong statement and a strong
answer from the international community.
And Europe will be part of it. So there’s no
doubt. We discussed it, by the way, in our
debate, what to do when and if, and there
will be a strong response on that.

Nuclear Proliferation/Energy

Q. A question to President Barroso and
President Bush. Thank you. Do you actually
share the view that Russia is using its energy
resources to oppress other countries? And in
what respect does your cooperation help you
now to position yourselves against that?

And if T may, to President Bush, you've
got Iran’s nuclear program; you've got North
Korea; yet most Europeans consider the
United States the biggest threat to global sta-
bility. Do you have any regrets about that?

President Bush. That’s absurd. There’s
my statement. The United States is—we’ll
defend ourselves, but at the same time, we're
actively working with our partners to spread
peace and democracy. So whoever says that
is—it’s an absurd statement.

President Barroso. Yes. On energy, as
you know, that energy is a geostrategic ques-
tion. That’s why in January, President Bush
called for an end to American oil addiction.
That's why in February, in Washington, I
asked for partnership between United States
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and European Union in matters of energy.
That’s why today we are agreeing on key
principles to guarantee energy security. I also
welcome the high-level—the agreement on
a high-level dialog between European Union
and United States on climate change, sustain-
able development.

These are central challenges to all of us
globally. So our agreement is not against any-
one—by the way, we expect the G-8 summit
to be a very important point, to be a success.
And we wish President Putin success at that
G-8 summit. We believe it should be an oc-
casion to reinforce our message for an open,
stable, nondiscriminatory, transparent mar-
ket on energy. So energy is a global issue,
and it should be tackled globally.

President Bush. Steve [Steve Holland,
Reuters].

Iran

Q. Mr. President. Thank you, sir. If Iran
says it will respond to the offer in late August,
is that a suitable timeframe? And I would
ask all of you, Iran’s Foreign Minister says
some kind of negotiations can start before
a final answer is given; are you willing to do
that?

President Bush. Well, our position, Steve,
is that well come to the table when they
verifiably suspend, period. And we expect
them to verifiably suspend. This is what they
said they would do, to the EU-3.

Secondly, the August 22d date—is that
part of your question? Yes. It seems like an
awful long time for a reasonable answer—
for a reasonable proposal, a long time for an
answer. And we look forward to working with
our partners. We just got word of this state-
ment as we walked in here, but it shouldn’t
take the Iranians that long to analyze what
is a reasonable deal.

Q. [Inaudible]

President Bush. Well, I said weeks, not
months. And I believe that’s the view of our
partners—weeks, not months.

Chancellor Schuessel. We agree. We
spoke about Iran in length, and it is really
one of the fruits of a well-balanced partner-
ship and cooperation that we were able to
offer a bold package of incentives to Iran,
to the Iranian Government and to the Iranian
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people. And as President Bush said, it’s bet-
ter to agree as soon as possible; the time is
limited, and I think we should not play with
time.

This is—we discussed it for months and
months, and I think time—there is in Greek
language, there is—and I learned ancient
Greek—there is a fantastic word, “kyros.”
Kyros means “the right moment.” The right
moment—it’s not only time; it’s the right mo-
ment—and I think now is the right moment
for Iran to take this offer, to grab it and to
negotiate. This is a well-balanced—we got
advice from everybody from the international
scene—United Nations, ElBaradei here, the
International Atomic Energy organization, a
lot of experts, of scientists that convinced
us—of course, the EU-3 and America, Rus-
sia, and China are on board. So this is their
kyros. Take it. This is my advice.

Spread of Democracy/American
Influence Worldwide/War on Terror

Q. Chancellor Schuessel, the European
public is deeply worried by these secret pris-
oners that the CIA has been transporting, is
transporting through Europe. Did you get
the assurance today from the President that
this is not going to happen anymore, that
there won’t be anymore in the kidnapping
of terror suspects in Europe, that this is a
thing of the past?

And to the President, Mr. President, you
said this is “absurd,” but you might be aware
that in Europe, the image of America is still
falling, and dramatically in some areas. Let
me give you some numbers. In Austria, in
this country, only 14 percent of the people
believe that the United States, what they are
doing is good for peace; 64 percent think that
it is bad. In the United Kingdom, your ally,
there are more citizens who believe that the
United States policy under your leadership
is helping to destabilize the world than Iran.
So my question to you is, why do you think
that you've failed so badly to convince Euro-
peans, to win their heads and hearts and
minds? Thank you.

President Bush. Well, yes, 1 thought it
was absurd for people to think that we're
more dangerous than Iran. It's a—we’re a
transparent democracy. People know exactly
what’s on our mind. We debate things in the
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open. We've got a legislative process that’s
active. Look, people didn’t agree with my de-
cision on Iraq, and I understand that. For
Europe, September the 11th was a moment;
for us, it was a change of thinking. I vowed
to the American people, I would do every-
thing I could to defend our people, and will.
I fully understood that the longer we got
away from September the 11th, more people
would forget the lessons of September the
11th. But I'm not going to forget them. And
therefore, I will be steadfast and diligent and
strong in defending our country.

I don’t govern by polls, you know. I just
do what I think is right. And I understand
some of the decisions I made are controver-
sial. But I made them in the best interest
of our country, and I think, in the best inter-
est of the world. I believe when you look
back at this moment, people will say, it was
right to encourage democracy in the Middle
East. I understand some people think that
it can’t work. I believe in the universality of
freedom; some don’t. I'm going to act on my
beliefs so long as I'm the President of the
United States. Some people say, it’s okay to
condemn people for—to tyranny. I don’t be-
lieve it’s okay to condemn people for—to tyr-
anny, particularly those of us who live in the
free societies.

And so I understand, and I'll try to do my
best to explain to the Europeans that, on the
one hand, we're tough when it comes to the
war on terror; on the other hand, we're pro-
viding more money than every before in the
world’s history for HIV/AIDS on the con-
tinent of Africa. I'll say, on the one hand,
we're going to be tough when it comes to
terrorist regimes who harbor weapons; on the
other hand, we'll help feed the hungry. I de-
clared Darfur to be a genocide because I care
deeply about those who have been afflicted
by these renegade bands of people who are
raping and murdering.

And so I will do my best to explain our
foreign policy. On the one hand, it’s tough
when it needs to be; on the other hand, it’s
compassionate. And we’ll let the polls figure
out—people say what they want to say. But
leadership requires making hard choices
based upon principle and standing by the de-
cisions you make, and that's how I'm going
to continue to lead my country.
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Thank you for your question.

Chancellor Schuessel. And let me add
something. I think Austria is a really a good
example to show that America has something
to do with freedom, democracy, prosperity,
development. Don'’t forget, I was born in '45.
At that time, Vienna and half of Austria laid
in ruins. I mean, without the participation
of America, what fate would have Europe?
Where would be Europe today? Not the
peaceful, prosperous Europe like we love it
and where we live.

Nothing—I will never forget that America
fed us with food, with economic support. The
Marshall Plan was an immense aid and incen-
tive to develop industry, agriculture, tourism.
And by the way, I said it to the President,
the Marshall Fund is still working in Austria.
It’s now transformed into a kind—in a fund
for research and development—still working.

The American people—at that time, the
American Government invested billions of
dollars in Europe to develop the former
enemy. And now we are a partner. So I think
it’s grotesque to say that America is a threat
to the peace in the world compared with
North Korea, Iran, other countries.

Of course, we—and I thank you very much
for the question on human rights and the
overflights and the secret prisons and Guan-
tanamo. And it was quite interesting to see
how the debate was going on in—this morn-
ing. The President started, himself. He didn’t
wait that we raise the question. He came up
and said, “Look, this is my problem; this is
where we are.” And I think we should be
fair from the other side of the Atlantic. We
should understand that what September 11th
meant to the American people. It was a
shock. For the first time, a real shock. A soci-
ety values were attacked—American values,
international values, European values were
attacked in the home country of the Presi-
dent and all Americans. And we should not
be naive. We Europeans are also attacked.
We had bomb attacks in Madrid; hundreds
of people were killed. We had bomb attacks
in London subway; buses were blown up. We
had detected some terrorists who tried to
shoot down an Israeli plane. So we should
not be naive.

And since September 11th—and I think
this is important to underline—that since
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September 11th, we are now able to define
our targets, to fight against terror and terror-
ists, to cut off their financial supplies, to
share information, to secure our citizens, our
people. This is the ultimate goal: not creating
enemies, virtual enemies, but to secure our
people and to secure peace in the world and
to stabilize our societies.

The problem is—and I will be very frank
on that, and I said it the same way like we
did it here, and we say it now—we are only—
we can only have a victory in the fight against
terror if we don’t undermine our common
values. It cannot—it can never be a victory,
a credible victory over terrorists if we give
up our values: democracy, rule of law, indi-
vidual rights.

This is important to know. And our discus-
sion with all the European Parliament, the
European Governments, I personally—we
are calling for the closure of Guantanamo.
But our discussion today went far beyond the
closing Guantanamo, because we have—we
have a legal problem; we have gray areas.
And there should be no legal void, not in
the fight against terrorists, but also not in—
for individuals to be guaranteed in their indi-
vidual rights, in their freedom.

And it’s quite interesting to see how the
President reacted. I welcome, of course, your
statement saying that you're looking forward
to close Guantanamo, and it depends on the
Supreme Court’s decision. And we got clear,
clear signals and clear, clear commitments
from the American side—no torture, no ex-
traordinary or extraterritorial positions  to
deal with the terrorists all—the McCain
amendment, for instance. All the legal rights
must be preserved.

But we have to help if we're to find a way-
out strategy, to help countries to take back
the prisoners, either to charge them or to
release them. And there are international or-
ganizations which could help and could as-
sist. And we discussed this in detail. And I
think it'’s important to know that although
there are differences in the legal perception,
it was possible to have such a statement.

And T really want to add, after my visit
to you in December '05, last December, we
established a very good cooperation between
John Bellinger, the leading adviser of the
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State Department, and the Austrian—[in-
audible]—Bureau, the Department for Inter-
national Law. And this is working. We are
really working in a precise, professional way
on that. So thank you very much.

Let me say, Mr. President, I'm really
happy that you are here, that you were here
in Vienna. Come back, if possible. You will
find a little bit more from our town and from
the possibilities of our city. And don't let us
wait for another nearly 30 years for the next
visit. All the best. Thank you.

President Bush. Good job. Thank you, sir.

NOTE: The President’s news conference began at
2:50 p.m. in Zeremoniensaal Hall at the Hofburg
Palace. Participating in the event were Chancellor
Wolfgang Schuessel of Austria and President Jose
Manuel Durao Barroso of the European Commis-
sion. President Bush referred to President Heinz
Fischer of Austria; Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki
of Iraq; Chairman Kim Chong-il of North Korea;
and President Vladimir Putin of Russia. Chan-
cellor Schuessel referred to Martti Ahtisaari, U.N.
Special Envoy for the Future Status Process for
Kosovo; and Director General Mohamed
ElBaradei of the International Atomic Energy
Agency. A reporter referred to Minister of For-
eign Affairs Manuchehr Motaki of Iran.

Joint Statement: United States-
European Union Summit
Declaration

June 21, 2006

We, the leaders of the United States of
America and the European Union (EU), met
today in Vienna to respond to the concerns
of our citizens for peace, security, stability
and prosperity in an increasingly globalize
world.

We welcome that over the past year our
Transatlantic Partnership has delivered real
results as shown by the political and eco-
nomic Progress Reports we issued today. We
remain committed to finding common or
complementary lines of action in many areas.
Over the last year, there have been many ex-
amples of how productive our relationship
is in the Middle East, Iran, the Western Bal-
kans, Belarus, on the frozen conflicts, and
Sudan, as well as in our efforts to promote
transatlantic trade and investment under last
Summit’s Economic Initiative.
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We have decided to further strengthen our
strategic Partnership by adopting a number
of priority actions to support our cooperation
in the following four areas:

e Promoting peace, human rights and de-

mocracy worldwide;

e Confronting global challenges, includ-

ing security;

Fostering prosperity and opportunity;
Promoting strategic cooperation on en-
ergy and energy security, climate
change and sustainable development.

Promoting Peace, Human Rights and
Democracy Worldwide

We recognize that the advance of democ-
racy is a strategic priority of our age. We will
intensify our efforts to promote peace, de-
mocracy, freedom, the rule of law and re-
spect for human rights in the world to make
it more secure, safe, and prosperous for all
mankind. Noting the need for tolerance of
diverse cultures, beliefs and religions and the
importance of dialogue while emphasizing
respect for universal human rights, we will
sustain our efforts to advance democracy.

We will work with the United Nations and
international and regional organizations, civil
society, NGOs and dedicated individuals
committed to human rights, democracy and
the rule of law. We will work to ensure that
the newly created Human Rights Council be-
comes an effective and efficient body com-
mitted to the promotion and protection of
human rights and fundamental freedoms for
all. We underline our shared commitment to
UN-Reform and we welcome the establish-
ment of and give our backing to the
Peacebuilding Commission and the UN De-
mocracy Fund. We will continue to support
reform in the Mediterranean region and the
Middle East and will promote greater partici-
pation of civil society in the reform process
through our respective efforts, including the
Barcelona Process, the European
Neighbourhood Policy, the Middle East
Partnership Initiative, and our joint actions
through the Broader Middle East and North
Africa Initiative and the Foundation and
Fund for the Future.

We will continue to closely cooperate in
the Middle East, notably through the Quar-
tet. We welcome the temporary international
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mechanism to deliver assistance directly to
the Palestinian people. We will continue to
deliver humanitarian assistance and promote
Palestinian democracy and civil society.
Whilst recalling President Abbas’ commit-
ment to a platform of peace, we will continue
to urge the new Palestinian government to
commit to non-violence, recognize Israel’s
right to exist and accept existing agreements
and obligations. We will continue to call on
Israel to ease restrictions on access and
movement and to take additional steps in-
cluding with respect to the Palestinian tax
and customs revenues, to improve the hu-
manitarian situation of the Palestinian peo-
ple. We remind both sides of their obliga-
tions under the 15 November 2005 Agree-
ment. We will continue to promote a nego-
tiated solution to the Israeli-Palestinian con-
flict on the basis of the Roadmap in order
to advance a just, viable and lasting two-state
solution and we call on both parties to avoid
unilateral measures that prejudice final status
issues. We call on the Palestinian Authority
government to implement policies that will
permit the international community to pro-
vide greater support to and review its policies
on contact with the Palestinian Authority.

We will strongly urge Syria to implement
UNSC Resolutions 1559, 1595, 1636, 1680
and 1686 and to prevent its territory from
being used to support violence in Iraq, and
end cross-border transit and support for ter-
rorist groups. Similarly, Syria must end its
support for Lebanese and non-Lebanese mi-
litias, and prevent the smuggling of arms and
other support to these groups. We will work
together to increase support for human rights
and democracy, and secure the release of po-
litical prisoners in Syria. We will strongly
urge Syria to refrain from any attempt at de-
stabilizing Lebanon.

We will jointly support political, economic
and institutional reforms in Lebanon, as well
as its sovereignty, democracy, territorial in-
tegrity, unity and political independence. We
will strengthen efforts to coordinate assist-
ance to Lebanon, and we support the reform
plan of the Lebanese government and seek
to work towards an international Core Group
conference. We support the efforts of the
Lebanese government to disarm and disband
Lebanese and non-Lebanese militias, as
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called for in UNSCR 1559 and 1680, and
we will support the call expressed by the UN
Security Council to halt the flow of arms and
funds to terrorist groups and militias. We
support UNSCR 1686 and the continuation
of the investigation of the assassination of
former Lebanese Prime Minister Rafiq
Hariri.

We support progress by the Government
of Egypt towards ensuring fundamental free-
doms, and building multi-party democracy.
We will continue to encourage the Egyptian
government to proceed with the fundamental
political and constitutional reforms it an-
nounced particularly by replacing the emer-
gency law with a counterterrorism law in con-
formity with international human rights
standards.

We will support the newly constitutionally
elected government of Iraq and call upon it
to continue the policies of inclusiveness as
a means to overcome divisions within Iraq.
We will continue to assist in building an inde-
pendent, stable, secure, democratic, pros-
perous and united Iraq at peace with its
neighbors and the international community.
We call on the international community to
show its support for the new government in
particular by increasing development, rule of
law, and security assistance, offering capacity
building support, providing generous debt
relief on terms equivalent to the Paris Club
Agreement and extending its local presence
keeping in mind the security situation.

Over the past year our cooperation on Iran
has reached a new level. We have worked
closely together at every stage of the ongoing
attempts to address the question of Iran’s nu-
clear program. We have agreed on a set of
far-reaching proposals as a basis for discus-
sion with Iran. We believe that they offer
Iran the chance to reach a negotiated agree-
ment based on cooperation, if Iran is willing
to make that choice. The United States has
made clear that it is prepared to join the ne-
gotiations should Iran resume full and
verifiable suspension of all enrichment re-
lated and reprocessing activities as required
by the TAEA. We have agreed that if Iran
decides not to engage in negotiations, further
steps would be taken in the Security Council.
We urge Iran to take the positive path.
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Building on the success of the London Jan-
uary 2006 conference on Afghanistan, we will
support Afghan efforts to build a democratic,
accountable and sustainable state. We will
pay particular importance to governance,
human rights, reform of the public adminis-
tration, the judiciary and security sector,
counter-narcotics as well as an Afghan-led
process of reconciliation and justice.

Recognizing the next year to be a crucial
period for the Western Balkans we will build
on the experience of our successful trans-
atlantic cooperation by cooperating to sta-
bilize the countries in the region, support
their European and Euro-Atlantic perspec-
tives and to combat organized crime and cor-
ruption. We will continue to work with
NATO as well as the OSCE to ensure the
security and prosperity of the region. On
Kosovo in particular, we will continue to en-
sure the convergence of our positions on the
ongoing talks in order to promote a lasting
status that respects the Contact Group prin-
ciples. We will develop our relations with
Montenegro as a sovereign, independent
State and call on both Serbia and Monte-
negro to pursue a direct and constructive dia-
logue on their future relations.

Ukraine has made remarkable progress in
democratic and economic reforms. Building
on the March 2006 elections, we will support
Ukraine’s development as a democratic,
prosperous and secure country. We will help
Ukraine pursue economic reforms, combat
corruption and reform the energy sector.

We will continue to support the demo-
cratic aspirations of the people of Belarus
and work together to strengthen democratic
institutions, assist civil society, and promote
independent media. We condemn the use of
violence in Belarus and the repression of the
democratic opposition and we urge the au-
thorities of Belarus to release all political de-
tainees. The travel ban imposed on President
Lukashenko and others, as well as the freez-
ing of assets of individuals responsible for
violations of international election standards
and human rights abuses are good examples
of our broad cooperation and coordination.
We remain resolved to help the people of
Belarus achieve their aspirations for a better
future.
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We will contribute to finding a solution
to the Transnistrian conflict that assures
Moldova’s territorial integrity. We will work
with all relevant parties to resolve through
peaceful, negotiated settlements the frozen
conflicts in the Southern Caucasus and en-
courage the democratic processes in Arme-
nia, Azerbaijan and Georgia.

We will work together to promote demo-
cratic and economic reforms, human rights,
freedom of expression and the press, the rule
of law in Central Asia to promote inter-
national security and stability. We continue
to call upon Uzbekistan government to facili-
tate an independent international investiga-
tion into the tragic events of Andijon.

We attach great importance to our rela-
tionship with Russia and are pursuing deeper
cooperation on a range of issues of common
interest, including some important foreign
policy  issues,  mnon-proliferation  and
counterterrorism. We are concerned about
some recent developments in Russia and the
region and will work with Russia to promote
energy security, the application of the rule
of law, an independent judiciary and full re-
spect for human rights, including free and
independent media and a vibrant civil soci-
ety, and a resolution of frozen conflicts in
the region. We will make constructive use
of the OSCE as an important forum for coop-
erative and comprehensive security and call
on Russia to fulfill all Istanbul and OSCE
commitments.

Regarding our respective relations with
Latin America and the Caribbean, we recog-
nize the need for greater collaboration to
promote stable and effective democracies, as
well as market economies that contribute to
greater social cohesion. We will actively en-
gage NGOs and civil society, and we will sup-
port access to information, establishment of
rule of law and independent media where
this is not provided. Where necessary, we call
on countries in the region to provide coher-
ent and effective support and protection to
individuals, organizations or institutions
working for the promotion and protection of
human rights and democracy. We express
our deep concern about the human rights sit-
uation in Cuba, and urge the Cuban govern-
ment to take rapid steps to improve the situa-
tion. We welcome the reestablishment of the
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constitutional order in Haiti, support the re-
newal of the UN Stabilization Mission’s man-
date, and welcome police and troop contribu-
tions to the mission.

We will jointly work towards rapid imple-
mentation of the Darfur Peace Agreement.
We will work with the United Nations and
other international and regional partners and
organizations, including NATO, to strength-
en the African Union Mission in Sudan
(AMIS) with the assistance required, and UN
authorization to “bluehat” the AMIS force
by September. We will continue to support
the C()mprehensive Peace Agreement in
Sudan and will continue to mobilize re-
sources for humanitarian needs.

We will seek to ensure successful elections
on 30 July 2006 in the Democratic Republic
of Congo, and will continue our support for
the building of government institutions,
training programs, and security sector re-
form. In the post-transition the United States
and the EU will prioritize support for im-
proved governance, the rule of law and secu-
rity sector reform.

In Somalia, we reiterate our support to the
efforts of the Transitional Federal Institu-
tions (TFI) in pursuing dialogue, reconcili-
ation and stable governance. We will assist
the transition and the establishment of viable
and inclusive institutions in order to promote
stability in Somalia and the region.

We will further coordinate our respective
efforts on humanitarian and democracy as-
sistance to address the worsening plight of
the population in Zimbabwe. We call on the
Government of Zimbabwe to restore demo-
cratic freedoms and the rule of law, and to
respect human rights. We are ready, as soon
as significant action in this direction is taken,
to reconsider the restrictive measures now
in place against Zimbabwe. We also call for
measures by the Government of Zimbabwe
needed to reverse the economic collapse.

We will enhance our joint efforts in con-
flict prevention and crisis management by in-
creasing consultations on current and poten-
tial crises, identifying ways to strengthen co-
operation in crisis management and post-
conflict reconstruction, and coordinating ef-
forts to improve international crisis manage-
ment capacities.
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Confronting Global Challenges,
including Security

Since no single nation can efficiently and
effectively deal with global challenges such
as climate change, counter-terrorism, non-
proliferation, pandemics and natural disas-
ters on its own, we commit ourselves to
strengthening our cooperation to address
these challenges.

Consistent with our common values, we
will ensure that measures taken to combat
terrorism comply fully with our international
obligations, including human rights law, ref-
ugee law and international humanitarian law.
We attach great importance to our ongoing
in-depth dialogue on our common fight
against terrorism and our respective domes-
tic and international legal obligations.

We will step up our cooperation against
terrorism, including through denying re-
sources (financing, travel, and other material
support) and shelter to terrorists, and we will
co-ordinate efforts to prevent a new genera-
tion of recruits from emerging by countering
radicalization and recruitment, and pro-
moting tolerance, including by cooperating
on developing regional strategies and by im-
plementing—and encouraging others to im-
plement—steps required by UNSCR 1624.
In particular, we will work to enhance our
border security cooperation by improving
lost and stolen passport data sharing with
Interpol, coordinating the implementation of
biometric standards based on ICAO rec-
ommendations. We will cooperate to block
terrorism financing, in particular in the infor-
mal financial sector, by developing improved
procedures for information sharing and a
more pro-active use of financial investiga-
tions implementing FATF Special Rec-
ommendations, among others by enforcing
cash declaration regulations for travelers, op-
timizing the use of financial intelligence and
controls, and engaging the private sector to
develop partnerships to enhance protection
of financial institutions.

We will strengthen our cooperation by
completing negotiations on a U.S.-Eurojust
cooperative agreement and we will step up
our coordination to improve
counterterrorism capacity building in third
countries. We welcome the signature of bilat-
eral agreements by EU member states and



Administration of George W. Bush, 2006 / June 21

the United States to accompany the U.S.-EU
Mutual Legal Assistance Treaty and Extra-
dition Agreements, and will aim to bring
them into force as soon as possible. We in-
tend to agree without delay on a Comprehen-
sive UN Convention on International Ter-
rorism, and on a universally accepted defini-
tion of terrorism and we will work with others
towards a targeted UN strategy on combating
terrorism. We take note of the “Vienna Ini-
tiative”, initialed on 4th May, on possible fu-
ture tripartite cooperation in the field of jus-
tice and home affairs between the EU, the
Russian Federation and the United States.

We will strengthen our efforts to prevent
access by terrorists to weapons of mass de-
struction (WMD) and their means of deliv-
ery. We will work together to further imple-
ment our Program of Work on the Non-Pro-
liferation of WMD, in particular by rein-
forcing our support for the Nuclear Non-Pro-
liferation Treaty and we will continue to work
together to strengthen it, stressing the impor-
tance of compliance and promoting its uni-
versality.

Our cooperation will include the full im-
plementation of UNSC Resolution 1540, in-
cluding by conducting joint demarches,
where appropriate, to urge all countries to
fully implement their obligations under
UNSCR 1540, and by assisting States to meet
their obligations. In implementing UNSC
Resolution 1540, we will also address the
issue of financing of proliferation-related ac-
tivities and develop our cooperation in that
regard by seeking to identify, track, seize or
freeze assets associated with the proliferation
trade, in accordance with national legislation
and consistent with international law, and
consider further actions against proliferation
finance.

We will support the rapid opening and
conclusion of negotiations on a Fissile Mate-
rial Cut-Off Treaty at the Conference on Dis-
armament and emphasize that, pending the
conclusion of the Treaty and the Treaty’s
entry into force, all states should declare
publicly and observe a moratorium on the
production of fissile material for use in nu-
clear weapons. We will continue to work to-
gether in the Nuclear Suppliers Group
framework on proposals to develop transfer
restrictions on enrichment and reprocessing
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(ENR) technology and to support multilat-
eral mechanisms for reliable fuel supply as-
surances for States that have chosen not to
pursue ENR.

We will coordinate efforts in preparing for
the Biological Toxins and Weapons Conven-
tion Review Conference with a view to pro-
mote a productive outcome, the universality
of the convention and the implementation by
all States Parties through national laws and
regulations in order to put these obligations
into practice. We reaffirm our commitment
to the Chemical Weapons Convention and
its full implementation.

We reiterate our support for multilateral
efforts to improve prevention and combat
global health threats such as the spread of
pandemics, including HIV/AIDS, Malaria
and Tuberculosis, and other communicable
diseases like SARS and Hepatitis. We agree
that priority should be given to promoting
effective control measures in animal health
as a means to reduce outbreaks of H5N1 in
birds. We will further increase regional and
global cooperation between states, inter-
national organizations and civil society in
mitigating and preparing for a pandemic, to
which input by the International Partnership
on Avian and Pandemic Influenza is wel-
come. We will further improve coordination
of our response to natural disasters that have
cost the lives of hundreds of thousands of

people.

Fostering Prosperity and Opportunity

We reiterate our strong commitment to
reaching an ambitious conclusion to the
Doha Development Agenda by the end of
2006. These negotiations are at a critical
phase and we call on all WTO members to
demonstrate the political will and courage
necessary to achieve an ambitious and bal-
anced agreement that will help strengthen
global economic growth, improve living
standards, and alleviate poverty. We recog-
nize the need for trade ministers to make
substantial progress on core negotiating areas
over the next few weeks in order to ensure
that this historic opportunity to liberalize
trade is not missed. As responsible leaders,
we will continue to work in cooperation with
other WTO members towards an agreement
that is worthy of the objectives identified in
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launching the Doha Development Agenda in
2001.

We will increase our partnership with de-
veloping countries to promote growth glob-
ally for the benefit of all. This will help us
to realize the internationally agreed develop-
ment goals and objectives, including the Mil-
lennium Development Goals and the objec-
tives and commitments of the Monterrey
Consensus, which have helped to galvanize
efforts towards poverty eradication through
development co-operation and economic
growth.

We will redouble our efforts to promote
economic growth and innovation and reduce
the barriers to transatlantic trade and invest-
ment by implementing all aspects of the
Transatlantic Economic Initiative, in line
with the Work Program agreed at the U.S.-
EU Economic Ministerial Meeting in No-
vember 2005, and to be updated and re-
viewed at a second U.S.-EU Economic Min-
isterial meeting later this year.

We endorse the new Action Strategy for
the enforcement of intellectual property
rights against piracy and counterfeiting. Im-
plementation has already started with con-
crete actions aimed at promoting strong and
effective enforcement in third countries,
strengthening cooperation to reduce global
piracy and counterfeiting, and offering pub-
lic-private partnerships to protect intellectual
property. We will enhance our dialogue to
promote a more efficient international patent
system.

We will build on the progress of the High
Level Regulatory Cooperation Forum and
associated dialogues, and expand implemen-
tation of our Regulatory Cooperation Road-
map to address new topics and sectors and
initiate targeted exchanges of regulatory ex-
perts. As part of our Innovation Initiative,
we will work to measure innovation perform-
ance, its impact on the economy, and to un-
derstand better each other’s innovation poli-
cies. We will implement the U.S.-EU plan
on e-accessibility with the goal of reaching
a coherent approach on our policies in this
area. We will work on an implementing ar-
rangement on environment research and
eco-informatics under our Agreement on Sci-
entific and Technological Cooperation. We
will continue to work together through the
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U.S.-EU Financial Markets Regulatory Dia-
logue and the Policy Dialogue on Border and
Transportation Security.

We pledge to keep our investment regimes
open and to build on existing investment
flows to boost growth and create jobs in the
transatlantic economy. We will address ob-
stacles to transatlantic investment with a view
to promoting closer economic integration.

We will redouble our efforts to conclude
a first stage Air Transport Agreement in
2006. The United States and the EU will co-
operate closely on the legal framework gov-
erning the transfer of air passenger data fol-
lowing the European Court of Justice ruling
of 30 May 2006.

We will work together to ensure imple-
mentation of phase I of the Wine Agreement,
and, as mutually agreed, pursue negotiations
on phase II in September.

We have signed today a new Agreement
on Higher Education and Vocational Train-
ing under which our respective educational
institutions will inaugurate innovative joint
study programs, promote exchanges of stu-
dents, teachers, and other professionals,
strengthen the Fulbright-Schuman Program
and encourage greater institutional collabo-
ration in tertiary education.

We recognize the need for tangible
progress to be made towards the establish-
ment of reciprocal visa-free travel for all EU
citizens to the United States, as part of our
efforts to promote the economic and social
benefits of increased travel while keeping
borders secure.

Promoting Strategic Cooperation on
Energy and Energy Security, Climate
Change and Sustainable Development

We recognize the strategic role of security
of supply, competitiveness and sustainability
in the energy sector. In this connection, we
strongly reaffirm our commitment to the en-
ergy security principles enunciated by the
International Energy Agency. We have
agreed to reinforce our strategic energy co-
operation to:

e support diversification  of

sources and supplies;

® secure our energy infrastructure;

energy
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e promote market-based energy security
policies that ensure competition, trans-

parency, respect for contracts, and non- .

discriminatory trade, transit, and access;
o speed development of new lower-pollu-
tion and lower carbon technologies;

e accelerate investment in cleaner, more °

efficient use of fossil sources and renew-

able sources in order to cut air pollution .

harmful to human health and natural re-
sources, and reducing greenhouse gases
associated with the serious long-term

challenge of global climate change. °

We will cooperate to ensure sufficient, re-
liable and environmentally responsible sup-
plies of energy at prices reflecting market
fundamentals, facilitating sustained global
economic growth as well as expanding access
to energy in developing countries. Thus, we
agree to:

e Improve energy security by enhancing
the dialogue with the main transit, pro-
ducer and consumer countries and by
promoting  diversification of energy
sources and supply routes worldwide
and notably in the Caspian Sea region,
Middle East, continental Africa and
Latin America;

e Analyze geopolitical implications of the
worldwide energy situation as it devel-
ops, its impact on our external policies
and to develop mutually reinforcing
policies where appropriate;

e Promote energy security policies in key
third countries by encouraging a gradual
transition to market pricing and behav-
ior, and co-ordinate capacity-building
assistance to emerging economies, in-
cluding to increase energy efficiency,
adopt clean technologies and build stra-
tegic stocks;

o Support maintenance and improvement
of pipeline infrastructure to ensure un-
interrupted deliveries and facilitate di-
versification investments in large trans-
national projects by ensuring conver-
gence of legal and regulatory frame-
works and supporting  collaboration
among energy regulatory authorities,
notably with Ukraine;
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regulatory frameworks and investment
climates in third countries;

Improve the security of global energy
networks and develop standards for
physical security of critical energy infra-
structure;

Facilitate development of Liquefied
Natural Gas (LNG);

Increase our coordination within inter-
national fora, notably the GS8, the Inter-
national Energy Agency (IEA) and the
International Energy Forum (IEF);

Use energy in a more efficient and envi-
ronmentally responsible manner, and in
particular cooperate on improving the
efficiency of world-wide traded prod-
ucts. In this context we have just ini-
tialed a new Energy Star Agreement;
Make more and better use of renewable
energy sources and reinforce techno-
logical cooperation and partnerships,
notably on environmentally-friendly low
emission  power  generation tech-
nologies, hydrogen energy, carbon se-
questration, cutting gas flaring and
biofuels;

Promote diversification of fuel sources
in transportation sector, including
through increase use of biofuels;
Continue cooperation through the
International Partnership for a Hydro-
gen Economy and increase collabora-
tion over regulatory, standards and
trade issues affecting alternative fuels
and emerging technologies, especially
hydrogen;

Cooperate on developing efficient, tran-
sitional transport technologies, and fuel
standards, such as plug-in hybrids or ef-
ficient diesel engines;

Continue scientific exchanges among
U.S. and EU research and development
organizations focused on energy effi-
ciency in buildings;

Promote, consistent with national en-
ergy policies, safety standards in the
production of nuclear energy.

To monitor and guide this process, we will
conduct an annual strategic review of U.S.-
EU energy cooperation.

e Coordinate where appropriate technical We also agreed to promote energy security

assistance to improve energy legal and worldwide by applying the following Energy
Security Principles:
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a. Contractual commitments should be
upheld and market-based principles
should prevail at all stages of the en-
ergy supply chain.

b. Diversifying sources of energy and
modes/routes of transit, and ensuring
non-discriminatory third-party access
to transit infrastructure will improve
the functioning of energy markets
worldwide.

C. Open, transparent, non-discrimina-
tory and stable legal conditions that
ensure fair and equitable treatment
for energy investment and trade are
essential to helping producing and
transit countries meet market de-
mands.

d. Further development of production
and export capacities in producer
countries in a safe and secure envi-
ronment, and the upgrading of exist-
ing and development of new energy
transportation infrastructures by pro-
ducer and transit countries as well as
further development of refinery ca-
pacity in all countries are critical.

e. Bolstering and ensuring the highest
levels of physical and environmental
security and safety of energy infra-
structures, as well as the highest level
of nuclear safety, is crucial to the du-
rability and sustainability of the global
energy system.

f. We should encourage the most eco-
nomic and efficient use of energy
worldwide notably through the use of
market-based instruments to mini-
mize negative environmental con-
sequences, and should promote in
particular the use of cleaner and more
efficient use of fossil fuels and the de-
velopment of economically competi-
tive non-fossil energy sources based
on appropriate policies and market-
based instruments.

g. We should promote continued re-
search, development and deployment
of alternative energy sources and the
facilitation of technological and indus-
trial co-operation.

h. Supporting effective implementation
of transparency and data sharing ini-
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tiative (JODI), including on the eval-
uation of oil reserves, and the Extrac-
tive Industries Transparency Initia-
tive (EITI) will improve transparency
and predictability of the market for
all stakeholders.

i. Addressing energy poverty endured
by many of the world’s poorest people
who will still lack access to modern
energy services is a priority.

We will work more closely to address the
serious and long-term challenge of climate
change, biodiversity loss and air pollution and
will act with resolve and urgency to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions. We will continue
our dialogue and efforts under the UN
Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC), including work on long-term co-
operative action in the process established in
Montreal in December 2005. To this end,
we have agreed to establish an U.S.-EU High
Level Dialogue on Climate Change, Clean
Energy and Sustainable Development to
build on existing bilateral and multilateral
initiatives and further advance implementa-
tion of the G-8 Gleneagles Plan of Action
for Climate Change, Clean Energy and Sus-
tainable Development. This dialogue will be
guided by the ultimate objective of the
UNFCCC and will initially meet in fall 2006
in Helsinki. Among topics of importance for
this dialogue will be experience with dif-
ferent market-based mechanisms to promote
cost-effective reductions in greenhouse gas
emissions; advancing the development and
deployment of existing and transformational
technologies that are cleaner and more effi-
cient, producing energy with significantly
lower emissions; efficiency and conservation;
renewable fuels; clean diesel; capture of
methane; lower emitting agricultural oper-
ations and energy production and distribu-
tion systems, as well as other environmental
issues.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.
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Remarks in a Discussion With
Foreign Students in Vienna
June 21, 2006

The President. It's always important to
wait on your wife. [Laughter] Please sit
down. Here’s what we're going to do. I'm
going to give a statement, then answer a cou-
ple of questions. Then we’ll get the press out
of here and have a dialog. Is that okay? Yes.
Let them get set up.

This will take a little bit of time and then
we’ll—first of all, I want to thank our Ambas-
sador for setting this up, and thank you all
very much for joining Laura and me. We're
the parents of 25-year-old twin daughters
who have dreams and aspirations just like I'm
sure you do. And one of the things that I
hope we're able to accomplish today is, I
want to learn about you and your dreams and
aspirations, and I want you to ask me ques-
tions about our country and, you know, the
decisionmaking process that I go through. I'll
answer any question you have.

I just want to assure you of one thing, that
I believe that freedom is universal. I don’t
think freedom is just a right for American
citizens. I don’t think it’s just a right for peo-
ple who practice religion one way. I think
it is the right of everybody who lives every-
where. T believe that free societies end up
yielding peace and hope. And that’s the cor-
nerstone of my foreign policy.

I've had to make some very difficult deci-
sions, as you know, and I made the decisions
based upon what I think is in the best interest
of my country, the security of my country.
But I also believe the decisions I have made
will end up helping people realize the great
blessings of liberty. I believe people ought
to be able to worship freely or not worship
at all, but you're equally a citizen of the
world. T believe that poverty and hopeless-
ness in the spirit can be changed. I believe
the United States has got an obligation to
help others.

And we're doing so. We've got a very ro-
bust foreign policy. One part of the foreign
policy you hear about is, obviously, my deter-
mination to defend ourselves. But we're also
actively working with people who are suf-
fering from HIV/AIDS in Africa. I'm deeply
concerned about the Sudan and the situation
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in Darfur. I believe that it’s very important
for the United States to work with friends
and allies to accomplish our objectives.

And so the purpose of my visit here to
Vienna has been to work with my European
Union counterparts to join in a common alli-
ance for the good of mankind. And so, thank
you for giving me a chance to come by and
visit. I'll answer a couple of questions. If any-
body has any thoughts or questions and wants
to be the lead-off person, please step up and
do so. Don’t be shy. [Laughter] Any ques-
tions or thoughts?

Yes, sir. Please. State where you're from
so everybody knows.

Kosovo

Q. Mr. President, Mrs. Bush, and Ambas-
sador McCaw, I just wanted—first of all, I
wanted to say that I'm really honored to have
been given this opportunity to participate in
this breathtaking occasion. I would like—{irst
of all, T would like to give thanks to Ambas-
sador McCaw for the very friendly invitation
to the Embassy and for choosing me as a
student of this country that has been chosen
here, among so many countries in the world.
And want to thank also President Bush,
American Government, and the American
people, especially, for giving a continuous
contribution and help to a country that was
having, and is having, a tough time. There-
fore, I have reason to believe that tough
times never last, that tough people do.

The President. Do you mind if I use that
sometime? [Laughter]

Q. It’s not original from me. So long live
America and its people. And thank you. And
the following question is concerning my
country. So I would like to ask you, since
the peaceful people of Kosovo has put its
trust to America and since the people of
Kosovo Dbelieve in American power and
American democracy, what will the American
contribution be for the independence of
Kosovo? And furthermore, to what extent is
America as a superpower—to what extent is
it ready to take on burden and responsibility
for solving the problem of Kosovo and to con-
tribute in its progress and democracy, econ-
omy and education and freedom?

The President. Yes, thank you very much.
Is it Niser? Niser is from Kosovo. And yours
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is a country which is a part of the world which
has got our attention. As you know, we've
got U.S. troops stationed there with the in-
tention of helping provide stability so that
there can be a peaceful resolution to the
issue between Serbia and Kosovo.

We believe that dialog between Serbia and
those who aspire for an independent country
in Kosovo need to be ongoing, in such a way
that there is a resolution that meets the needs
of the majority and, at the same time, en-
hances minority rights inside Kosovo. To this
end, we're working with our European part-
ners to try to just bring a sense of stability
and a sense of calm so that a rational solution
can be worked out and so that the people,
the Kosovars can realize dreams.

The ultimate political solution is going to
require a buy-in by both sides. And I think
the proper role of the United States is to
encourage this kind of dialog. The Prime
Minister of Serbia will be coming to the
United States shortly, and we will work with
him to urge him to listen to the needs of
the Kosovars, and at the same time, assure
him that our policy is to guarantee minority
rights.

Thank you for your question.

One of the things that—you asked what
else we can do. One of the things that is very
important for our country is to have ex-
changes with students such as yourself. I
hope that some of you, as you consider your
future, will come to the United States to
study. And the reason why I say that is be-
cause I want you to get to see America the
way it is, not the way, necessarily, sometimes
it's portrayed through a robust and free
media around the world. You'll find the peo-
ple there to be very understanding, very re-
spectful of traditions. After all, we are a coun-
try of immigrants. One of the interesting
things about our country is that we’ve been
able to accept people from around the world
and, as a result of common values and—that
people become Americans. And it is that ca-
pacity to help people assimilate into our soci-
ety that I'd like for you to see firsthand. I
think you'll find there to be a very open soci-
ety, one that honors freedom for all.

Yes, ma’am. Where are you from?
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Foreign Investment/Life at the White
House

Q. Hello—I'm from Kosovo as well. And
first of all, I can say it’s an honor to meet
you, the President, the First Lady, and the
Ambassador McCaw. Mr. President, I want
wholeheartedly thank you, your Government,
and the people of the United States for work-
ing for a stable, free, and democratic Kosovo
and the region.

I wanted to say one thing. The intervention
of 1999 of the American troops along with
NATO partners has enabled me to be a par-
ticipant today at this roundtable. Otherwise,
most of all, I would have had the tragic fate
of my father, a prominent university pro-
fessor and minister of agriculture, as well,
who was murdered in the war.

I have two questions. For Mr. President,
do you believe that an independent Kosovo
will attract foreign investments, consequently
improve the economy and enable Kosovo to
slowly gain financial independence by sup-
porting their infrastructure and slowly de-
creasing the need for international financial
aid?

And the other question goes to Mrs. Bush.
Can you please describe a family day at the
White House? [Laughter]

The President. Let me start, please. No
matter what government I talk about, in
order to attract capital, there must be some
basic considerations—first of all, rule of law.
In order for there to be capital and invest-
ment in any society, people have to be as-
sured that their investment will be treated
fairly, and therefore, there has to be con-
sistent and constant law. What you can’t do
is have contracts, for example, that are bro-
ken—summarily broken, without an ade-
quate court system to protect that kind of
investment.

Secondly, in order for people to feel com-
fortable investing there has to be a society
which shuns corruption. Capital looks at a
country and says, well, maybe my money will
end up being stolen, or maybe I have to bribe
my way in, or maybe I have to make conces-
sions in order to get my capital to be properly
invested, and therefore, it’s important that
any society that wants to attract capital must
have strong anti-corruption measures.
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Thirdly, capital needs a rate of return. In
other words, if somebody invests in a society,
they expect there to be a return on their in-
vestment. And that means rational tax policy
and monetary policy by the host government.
What I'm saying to you is, is that there are
certain just basic standards that must be met
in order to attract capital. On the other hand,
you're absolutely right, the investment into
a society far outweighs the grants and aid,
for example. A society that’s capable of han-
dling investment in a proper way is a society
which will grow and prosper and enable peo-
ple to be able to realize dreams.

The word I like to use in America is “en-
trepreneurial spirit.” And how do you en-
hance that entrepreneurial spirit? Well, you
do it through good law, good practice, and
anticorruption.

The First Lady. Okay, a day at—a typical
day at the White House. Well, T'll give you
a workday first. We get up about 5:30 a.m.—
the President gets up and goes in and gets
the coffee and brings it back to me in bed.
[Laughter] Very nice of him.

The President. Record that, please.
[Laughter]

The First Lady. Then, we have three ani-
mals that get up at the same time, and they
have to go out—two dogs and a cat. The cat
actually doesn’t have to go out, but the two
dogs do. So then we read the newspapers
and drink coffee until we finally get up. We
eat breakfast about 6:30 a.m. The President
goes to work at the West Wing, which is right
there—we live where we work. It’s sort of
like living above the shop—and goes to the
West Wing to work at 7:00.

Usually, I don’t go to work until later,
around 9 o’clock, unless I'm traveling in the
U.S. The President’s offices are in the West
Wing of the White House; my offices are in
the East Wing. And my chief of staff happens
to be here with me, right now, Anita
McBride. I think there are about 18 people
on my staff, and we—I have a lot of initiatives
that we’re working on.

We travel the country to work on issues
that have to do with what we can do to help
young people, especially boys, because right
now boys in the United States are not going
to college—not as many boys go to college.
More boys drop out of school; more boys,
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obviously, get in trouble and are arrested. So
we have an initiative that we’ve been working
on where I visit programs around the country
that help young people.

Sometimes we meet with—at the same
time that I'm meeting with people—I meet
with Afghan teachers, for instance, that are
being trained in the United States—and the
President, of course, is meeting with world
leaders over there in the West Wing; also
going out and traveling. And then, usually
about 5:30 or 6:00, we're back in the Resi-
dence of the White House.

We have dinner. A lot of times our girls
come over to have dinner with us. One of
them was just living with us, but she just has
moved out. The other one lives in an apart-
ment and is teaching school; she’s a third-
grade schoolteacher. So sometimes they’ll
come over and have dinner with us. Some-
times we’ll watch a movie in the White
House theater. But we do go to bed early.
And so that’s sort of the typical day.

The President. Thank you all.

NoTE: The President spoke at 4:33 p.m. at the
Austrian National Library. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to U.S. Ambassador to Austria Susan
Rasinski McCaw; and Prime Minister Vojislav
Kostunica of Serbia.

Statement on Senate Action on
Fisheries Management Legislation
June 21, 2006

I applaud the Senate for passing a stronger
Magnuson-Stevens Act by unanimous con-
sent. By emphasizing the important role of
ecosystem-based approaches to fisheries
management and strengthening penalties for
overfishing and other violations, this legisla-
tion will be vital to ensuring that we remain
good stewards of our marine environment.
I congratulate Chairman Stevens and Co-
chairman Inouye for their work on this im-
portant bipartisan bill that embraces my pri-
orities of ending overfishing and rebuilding
our Nation’s fish stocks through more effec-
tive, market-based management methods.

Since my administration released the
Ocean Action Plan in 2004, we have been
making great strides in our efforts to make
our oceans, coasts, and lakes cleaner,
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healthier, and more productive. Last week,
I established the Northwestern Hawaiian Is-
lands Marine National Monument, the larg-
est single conservation area in the history of
our country and the largest protected marine
area in the world. Enactment of a stronger
Magnuson-Stevens Act is one of the top pri-
orities of the Ocean Action Plan, and Senate
passage of this bill is an important milestone
on the way to another significant bipartisan
ocean policy achievement.

I urge the House of Representatives to join
the Senate in passing this important initia-
tive.

NoTE: The statement referred to S. 2012.

Remarks at a Welcoming Ceremony
in Budapest, Hungary
June 22, 2006

President Laszlo Solyom of Hungary.
Mr. President, may I welcome you to Sandor
Palace. Thank you very much for coming to
Budapest to commemorate the 50th anniver-
sary of the 1956 Hungarian Revolution and
freedom fight.

Mr. President, your visit is a rarity and sig-
nifying prelude to the celebration later this
year, which will be attended by more than
50 heads of state and government here in
Budapest.

Your visit today here in Hungary under-
lines the importance of 1956, how important
it was from the point of view of global history.
At the same time, it also highlights the im-
portance of those values for which the Hun-
garians and Hungary fought in 1956. These
are freedom, liberty, democracy, human
rights, and national self-determination.

And both the United States of America
and Hungary belong to the same community
of common values. This is the foundation of
the fact that now we are allies. And this is
also—gave a foundation to the fact that after
crushing 1956, the United States of America
admitted more than 35,000 Hungarian refu-
gees. For that, Mr. President, I wish to ex-
press my sincere thanks.

These values constitute the foundation of
our alliance. It also means obligation for us,
and it also means that we have got to rep-
resent that in an authentic way. And that was
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also the secret to Hungary’s successful proc-
ess of democratization and the fact that even
under the extraordinary international cir-
cumstances made no such—{[inaudible]—in-
sisted while observing the Constitution and
the law.

It is my firm belief that our common re-
sponsibilities, duty now is to fight terrorism.
This fight against terrorism can be successful
only if every step and measures taken are
in line with international law. That is why
it is my special pleasure to welcome the Vi-
enna declaration.

We are aware of the fact and the various
help and of the system that the United States
of America contributed and helped this
country and the countries of this region, that
democracy should be able to take root.

There are many examples—many of these
examples are not even known to the general
public. In the course of our discussions, Mr.
President, I would like to give you a couple
of examples for that and also would like to
speak about our common responsibility for
the future generation and also sustainable
global growth, and also mention a few words
about the visa.

Thank you very much.

President Bush. Listen, I'm thrilled to be
here, Mr. President. Thank you for your hos-
pitality, and thank you for your personal con-
tribution to your country’s democracy.

I am here to celebrate the 1956 Revolu-
tion, the idea of a revolution that celebrated
the notion that all men and women should
be free. I'm also here to confirm the friend-
ship between Hungary and the United
States.

I bring greetings from thousands of Hun-
garian Americans who are very proud of their
homeland and their heritage. I also bring
greetings from a nation that admires your
courage and your desire to continue to do
the hard work necessary for democracy to
take hold.

I thank you for your grand hospitality, and
I too look forward to our discussions.

NoOTE: The President spoke at approximately 9:40
a.m. in the Maria Therese Salon at the Sandor
Palace. President Solyom spoke in Hungarian, and
his remarks were translated by an interpreter.
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Remarks Following Discussions With
Prime Minister Ferenc Gyurcsany of
Hungary in Budapest

June 22, 2006

Prime Minister Gyurcsany. First of all,
I'd like to thank from the depth of my heart
to the President of the United States for his
visit today to Hungary, on the 50th anniver-
sary of the 56 Revolution. We consider this
visit to be a tribute to be a point to persever-
ance of the Hungarian people for freedom.

We also see this as a confirmation of our
joint effort that freedom and democracy
must not only be preserved but also spread
around the world in every region and every
country, wherever necessary. Now this work
that we started must not and cannot be com-
pleted, but it must be continued, because the
world is the way how you shape it.

The alliance of the United States and Hun-
gary is based on values and interests at the
same time. There are no major unsolved or
painful issues, open issues in the relations of
our two countries. There are challenges, and
there are tasks to be solved, but that’s just
how it is.

As a European country, I believe that we
should finally end with preconception that
Europe represents morality and the United
States represents efficiency. And if we are
democrats, then we believe that morale and
power must go hand in hand. And we are
democrats on both sides of the Atlantic. Now
in terms of practical matters—of course we
just cannot avoid talking about the visa issue
whenever we meet. We are well aware of
each other’s standpoints. We cannot pose
much surprises to each other. But because
we know that this is a long road, this is a
long path that we must go down, so we must
look for other areas where we can be more
successful.

However, an important step on this road
is that within a couple of months, finally, the
building, the Tancsics was captured was
kept—the building known as the Tancsics
prison will return to Hungarian ownership.
Let me tell you quite frankly that the Presi-
dent showed much more understanding for
the importance and the meaning of this issue.
And just within this circle I can say that he
promised, and if he did that, it will happen.
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So, by and large, this is what we talked
about.

President Bush. Mr. Prime Minister,
thank you. I'm honored to be here. As I re-
call, this trip started back when you invited
me to come when you were visiting the Oval
Office. I thank you for the invitation. I'm
proud to be here. I'm impressed by the beau-
ty of this city. I'm honored to be able to speak
to the people of Hungary tonight when I talk
about the unbelievable thirst for freedom
that was exhibited in 1956. And that spirit
of freedom still exists in the world today. And
I thank you for your troops who are working
through NATO to help Iraq and the PRT
that we're working on for Afghanistan. And
thank you for your commitment to help oth-
ers be free.

It is also my pleasure to congratulate you
on being reelected. It’s not easy to win a sec-
ond opportunity to serve, but you have done
so. And 1 appreciate the courage you're
showing not only in foreign policy but in do-
mestic policy. We have a very good relation-
ship, which means the Prime Minister is
comfortable in bringing up the visa issue.
Look, I understand this is a difficult issue,
and we have developed a roadmap to work
through this issue, so the people of your good
country will understand that you're doing
your best and I'm doing my best to meet
U.S. laws, and you're doing your best to rep-
resent the people of Hungary to get this issue
solved.

And so thank you for bringing up a lot of
issues, and thank you for your leadership.
And we are very proud of our friendship and
alliance with Hungary. Thanks for the invita-
tion.

Prime Minister Gyurcsany. Thank you,
Mr. President.

NoTE: The President spoke at approximately
11:40 a.m. in the Parliament Building. Prime Min-
ister Gyurcsany spoke in Hungarian, and his re-
marks were translated by an interpreter.
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Remarks at a Luncheon Hosted by
President Laszlo Solyom and Prime
Minister Ferenc Gyurcsany of
Hungary in Budapest

June 22, 2006

President Solyom. Mr. President, Mrs.
Bush, distinguished guests, it is indeed a
great honor and great privilege to have the
President of the United States of America
here in Hungary on the occasion of the com-
memoration of the 50th anniversary of the
1956 Revolution and freedom fight.

This visit demonstrates that community of
shared values that is a very strong bond be-
tween us. It was freedom, democracy, self-
determination, and human rights—were the
values for which so many people sacrificed
their lives in Hungary in 1956.

This year, in March, in the Capitol, Presi-
dent Bush said, on the occasion of the com-
memoration, that the Hungarian Revolution
was an example of patience and is a value
which is deeply rooted in everybody’s soul.
We were, indeed, very patient. We carried
this value in the heart of our hearts for 35
years, and not only in the heart, and finally,
after 35 years, it became reality.

This set of values is a must for us, to au-
thentically represent it all over the world.
During our bilateral meetings, we were able
to exchange views on the various techniques
that can help people to have these values take
deep roots in the hearts of the people.

Only a few of us know, though, the great
importance of the practice of the Supreme
Court of the United States, especially in the
field of human rights, the lesson we learn
from them and started to exercise them, and
then radiate the lesson to the neighboring
countries in east-central Europe and even
beyond that, down to South Africa. And these
techniques are just as important as is another
important initiative by the father of President
Bush, who initiated the establishment of en-
vironmental center, which radiated an impact
and influence all over the region.

In the course of our bilateral relations, I
reiterated our commitment to fight and en-
hance sustainable economic growth in the
world. We touched upon several foreign po-
litical issues as from the Balkans down to
Iraq, Iran, and Russia. We agreed that there
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are vast opportunities to further expand our
bilateral cooperation, and our two respective
countries have their own role to play. And
Hungary, because of its geopolitical situation
and tradition, can help a lot to materialize
our common goals and objectives.

In the spirit of this common cooperation,
may I propose a toast to the health of Mr.
President, Mrs. Bush, and the cooperation
between our two respective countries.

President Bush. Mr. President, Mr.
Prime Minister, Laura and I thank you and
your wives for such gracious hospitality in
this beautiful country. It is a joy to be in
Hungary. It is an honor to be here.

I bring the greetings from my country. I
bring the greetings from Hungarian Ameri-
cans who are so proud of their heritage. I
bring the thanks of the American people for
supporting the freedom movement. I'm look-
ing forward to sharing some thoughts about
the unbelievable events that took place in
1956. And all of us who have the blessings
of freedom must remember the spirit that
took place then and must never take freedom
for granted.

I congratulate your political leaders for
doing the hard work necessary to make sure
democracy takes hold. And I assure the Hun-
garian people that we're proud to be your
friend and ally. And so it is in the spirit of
respect and friendship that I would like to
offer a toast to the people of Hungary.

Prime Minister Gyurcsany. Mr. Presi-
dents, ladies and gentlemen; freedom and
love, these are the two things I need. That’s
how we Hungarians, many Hungarians sing
but this is also how Americans or anybody
else in the world could sing and celebrate
like we do here in Hungary all the time.
Freedom and love really link together the
two basic conditions for public and private
happiness. Neither of these can exist without
enthusiasm. Neither of these can tolerate
selfishness. And both of these require unself-
ishness and sacrifice. So we are prepared to
do our best for a better world, unselfishly
and with some self-sacrifice sometimes.

And we know that this better world needs
more democracy, more understanding, and
sometimes, perhaps, more love. Well, this is
perhaps where we are linked together, Eu-
rope and the United States, Hungary and the
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United States, in this effort, in this struggle.
Sometimes we might have debates; we might
have discussions; but after all, we know that
we must work together and fight together for
the objectives that we have together.

So, welcome, Mr. President. Let’s make
this a better world, better Hungary, and bet-
ter United States.

NoTE: The President spoke at approximately
12:20 p.m. in Hunter Hall at the Parliament. In
his remarks, he referred to Erzsebet Solyom, wife
of President Solyom; and Klara Dobrev, wife of
Prime Minister Gyurcsany. President Laszlo and
Prime Minister Gyurcsany spoke in Hungarian,
and their remarks were translated by an inter-
preter.

Remarks in Budapest
June 22, 2006

Thank you very much. Jo napot kivanok.
Thank you for your warm welcome. I first
want to thank the President for his gracious
hospitality and the chance to visit Sandor Pal-
ace. It's a beautiful site, and I know you're
proud of it. T also want to thank your Prime
Minister for his hospitality and the chance
to go to the Parliament Building. Laura and
I particularly liked to see the Holy Crown
of St. Stephen. It was beautiful. It's a grand
reminder of the great history of Hungary.

I thank the Hungarian people for their gra-
cious reception. Laura and I are honored to
visit your great nation. Hungary sits at the
heart of Europe. Hungary represents the tri-
umph of liberty over tyranny, and America
is proud to call Hungary a friend.

I appreciate the opportunity to stand here
on Gellert Hill, which offers a striking view
of your beautiful city. Fifty years ago, you
could watch history being written from this
hill. In 1956, the Hungarian people suffered
under a Communist dictatorship and domi-
nation by a foreign power. That fall, the Hun-
garian people decided they had enough and
demanded change. From this spot, you could
see tens of thousands of students and workers
and other Hungarians marching through the
streets. They called for an end to dictator-
ship, to censorship, and to the secret police.
They called for free elections, a free press,
and the release of political prisoners. These
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Hungarian patriots tore down the statue of
Josef Stalin and defied an empire to proclaim
their liberty.

Twelve days after the Hungarian people
stood up for their liberty, the Communists
in Moscow responded with great brutality.
Soon the streets of Budapest were filled with
Soviet tanks. The Red Army killed many who
resisted, including women and children. The
Soviets threw many more into prison. They
crushed the Hungarian uprising but not the
Hungarian people’s thirst for freedom.

Some 200,000 Hungarians fled into exile
in search of liberty. Many found refuge in
the United States. These immigrants have
contributed to my country in countless ways,
and America will always be glad that we
opened our doors to Hungarians that were
seeking freedom. Fifty years later, the sac-
rifice of the Hungarian people inspires all
who love liberty. Some of those who faced
those tanks are here today. I had the honor
of meeting three such gentlemen at lunch.
I was proud to be in their presence. America
honors your courage. We've learned from
your example, and we resolve that when peo-
ple stand up for their freedom, America will
stand with them.

In 1989, a new generation of Hungarians
returned to the streets to demand their lib-
erty and boldly helped others secure their
freedom as well. By giving shelter to those
fleeing tyranny and opening your border to
the West, you helped bring down the Iron
Curtain and gave the hope of freedom to mil-
lions in Central and Eastern Europe. Be-
cause you had the courage to lead, Hungary
became the first Communist nation in Eu-
rope to make the transition to democracy.

Hungary has continued to move forward.
You regained your independence, held free
elections, and established a free economy.
Hungary is now a valued member of NATO
and the European Union. You know that the
democratic journey is not easy, but you con-
tinue to make the tough decisions that are
necessary to succeed. America admires your
perseverance; we welcome your progress;
and America values our alliance with the free
people of Hungary.

You believe that free nations have an obli-
gation to help others realize the benefits of
freedom. So last year, you launched the
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International Center for Democratic Transi-
tion here in Budapest. You set that center
up to help others learn from your country’s
experiences. Hungary was also an early con-
tributor to the United Nations Democracy
Fund, which supports emerging democracies
with legal and technical and financial assist-
ance. And together America and Hungary
helped launch the Foundation for the Fu-
ture, which supports democratic reformers,
independent journalists, women’s groups,
and human rights advocates throughout the
Middle East. Hungary is making a difference
in our world, and I thank you for your leader-
ship in freedom’s cause.

Hungary is also showing courage in free-
dom’s cause. In Kosovo, Hungarian soldiers
are helping to secure the peace. Your work
is aiding the rise of democracy in a region
that has endured violence and tyranny for
many decades. By your efforts, you're help-
ing the people of the Balkans establish free
and democratic societies, and you're paving
the way for their membership in the institu-
tions of a united Europe.

Hungarian troops are also defending free-
dom’s cause in the war on terror. In Afghani-
stan, your soldiers have rebuilt schools and
a medical center. They've helped train Af-
ghan police to enforce the rule of law and
to protect the Afghan people. In Iraq, Hun-
garian troops played a vital role in Operation
Iraqi Freedom by providing security and de-
livering food and medical supplies to coali-
tion forces. Today, Hungarian soldiers are
helping to train Iraqi security forces. This is
important work. By supporting these two
young democracies, you are strengthening
two new allies in the war on terror, and
you're bringing hope to millions of people
in a vital region of the world.

Last week, I traveled to Baghdad. I was
impressed by what I saw. Americans and
Hungarians and other coalition partners can
be proud of what we have achieved in part-
nership with the Iragi people. I met with
Iraq’s new Prime Minister and was able to
see firsthand his strong character, his com-
mitment to freedom, and his determination
to succeed. Hungarians will recognize this
spirit. Prime Minister Maliki is committed
to the democratic ideals that also inspired
Hungarian patriots in 1956 and 1989. He has
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a sound plan to improve security, to unify
his people, and to deliver a better life for
the citizens of Iraq. The success of the new
Iragi Government is vital to the security of
all nations, and so it deserves the support
of the international community. We will con-
tinue to help the Iraqi Government establish
free institutions, to achieve its goals, and we
will continue to help Iraq take its rightful
place alongside America and Hungary as bea-
cons of liberty in our world.

Iraq’s young democracy still faces deter-
mined enemies, people who will use violence
and brutality to stop the march of freedom.
Defeating these enemies will require sac-
rifice and continued patience—the kind of
patience the good people of Hungary dis-
played after 1956. We will help them rebuild
a country destroyed by a tyrant. We'll help
the Iragis defeat the enemies of freedom.
Our commitment is certain; our objective is
clear. The new Iragi Government will show
the world the promise of a thriving democ-
racy in the heart of the Middle East.

The Hungarian people know well the
promise of freedom. Many of you lived
through the nightmare of fascism or com-
munism or both. Yet you never lost hope.
You kept faith in freedom. And 50 years after
you watched Soviet tanks invade your be-
loved city, you now watch your grandchildren
play in the streets of a free Hungary.

The lesson of the Hungarian experience
is clear: Liberty can be delayed, but it cannot
be denied. The desire for liberty is universal,
because it is written by our Creator into the
hearts of every man, woman, and child on
this Earth. And as people across the world
step forward to claim their own freedom,
they will take inspiration from your example
and draw hope from your success.

Earlier today Laura and I laid a bouquet
of flowers at the 1956 Memorial Monument
across the river. It was our privilege to do
so. It was a moving moment for us. Kossuth
Square is named for the father of Hungarian
democracy and honors more than a century-
and-a-half of Hungarian sacrifice in free-
dom’s cause. A bust of this great leader
stands in the United States Capitol. It affirms
that those who fight for liberty are heroes
not only in their own land but of all free
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nations. All who love liberty are linked to-
gether across the generations and across the
world.

Your great poet, Petofi, said this: “Here
is the time, now or never! Shall we be slaves
or free? This is the question; answer! By the
God of the Hungarians we swear: We swear
to be slaves no more!”

These words were addressed to the Hun-
garian people, yet they speak to all people
in all times. This is the spirit that we honor
today. I appreciate the opportunity to come
to this great country and to celebrate the
Hungarian example—the courage, the sac-
rifice, the perseverance that has led to this
democracy.

On behalf of all Americans: Koszonom.
May God bless you all. Thank you very much.

NotE: The President spoke at 4:38 p.m. on
Gellert Hill. In his remarks, he referred to Presi-
dent Laszlo Solyom and Prime Minister Ferenc
Gyurcsany of Hungary; and Prime Minister Nuri
al-Maliki and former President Saddam Hussein
of Iraq.

Statement on House of
Representatives Action on the
“Legislative Line Item Veto Act of
2006~

June 22, 2006

I commend Members of the House who
voted today in support of the Legislative Line
Item Veto Act of 2006. I also applaud the
House Republican leadership, Congressman
Paul Ryan and Congressman Mark Udall, for
successfully steering this bill to passage. Con-
trolling the Federal appetite for spending
and protecting taxpayer dollars are shared re-
sponsibilities of the legislative and executive
branches and require a bipartisan approach.
I appreciate those Democrats who have sup-
ported the line-item veto in the past and did
so again today. The line-item veto is a critical
tool that will help rein in wasteful spending
and bring greater transparency to the budget
process.

Forty-three Governors have a line-item
veto, and we need similar authority at the
Federal level to control spending. Working
with Congress, this tool can be used to help
reduce the budget deficit and discourage the
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practice of earmarking Federal funds for
projects that are wasteful, duplicative, or un-
necessary. I urge the Senate to also pass the
line-item veto legislation, so Congress and
my administration can begin using this im-
portant tool to help enforce fiscal discipline.

NOTE: The statement referred to H.R. 4890.

Notice—Continuation of the
National Emergency With Respect to
the Western Balkans

June 22, 2006

On June 26, 2001, by Executive Order
13219, I declared a national emergency with
respect to the Western Balkans pursuant to
the International Emergency Economic
Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701-1706) to deal
with the unusual and extraordinary threat to
the national security and foreign policy of the
United States constituted by the actions of
persons engaged in, or assisting, sponsoring,
or supporting (i) extremist violence in the
Republic of Macedonia, and elsewhere in the
Western Balkans region, or (ii) acts obstruct-
ing implementation of the Dayton Accords
in Bosnia or United Nations Security Council
Resolution 1244 of June 10, 1999, in Kosovo.
Subsequent to the declaration of the national
emergency, the actions of persons obstruct-
ing implementation of the Ohrid Framework
Agreement of 2001 in the Republic of Mac-
edonia also became a pressing concern. I
amended Executive Order 13219 on May 28,
2003, in Executive Order 13304 to address
this concern and to take additional steps with
respect to the national emergency. Because
the actions of persons threatening the peace
and international stabilization efforts in the
Western Balkans continue to pose an unusual
and extraordinary threat to the national secu-
rity and foreign policy of the United States,
the national emergency declared on June 26,
2001, and the measures adopted on that date
and thereafter to deal with that emergency,
must continue in effect beyond June 26,
2006. Therefore, in accordance with section
202(d) of the National Emergencies Act (50
U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am continuing for 1 year
the national emergency with respect to the
Western Balkans.
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This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress.

George W. Bush

The White House,
June 22, 2006.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:15 a.m., June 22, 2006]

NotE: This notice was released by the Office of
the Press Secretary on June 23, and it was pub-
lished in the Federal Register on June 23.

Message to the Congress on
Continuation of the National
Emergency With Respect to the
Western Balkans

June 22, 2006

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision,
I have sent the enclosed notice to the Federal
Register for publication, stating that the
Western Balkans emergency is to continue
in effect beyond June 26, 2006. The most
recent notice continuing this emergency was
published in the Federal Register on June 24,
2005, 70 FR 36803.

The crisis constituted by the actions of per-
sons engaged in, or assisting, sponsoring, or
supporting (i) extremist violence in the Re-
public of Macedonia, and elsewhere in the
Western Balkans region, or (ii) acts obstruct-
ing implementation of the Dayton Accords
in Bosnia or United Nations Security Council
Resolution 1244 of June 10, 1999, in Kosovo,
that led to the declaration of a national emer-
gency on June 26, 2001, in Executive Order
13219 has not been resolved. Subsequent to
the declaration of the national emergency,
I amended Executive Order 13219 in Execu-
tive Order 13304 of May 28, 2003, to address
acts obstructing implementation of the Ohrid
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Framework Agreement of 2001 in the Re-
public of Macedonia, which have also be-
come a concern. The acts of extremist vio-
lence and obstructionist activity outlined in
Executive Order 13219, as amended, are hos-
tile to U.S. interests and pose a continuing
unusual and extraordinary threat to the na-
tional security and foreign policy of the
United States. For these reasons, I have de-
termined that it is necessary to continue the
national emergency declared with respect to
the Western Balkans and maintain in force
the comprehensive sanctions to respond to
this threat.

George W. Bush

The White House,
June 22, 2006.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on June 23.

Remarks at Opening Day of 2006
White House Tee-Ball

June 23, 2006

The President. Seth, thank you very
much. Good job. Welcome to the South
Lawn. Laura and I are thrilled you're here
for opening day. It is an honor for me and
the commissioner, General Pete Pace, to
welcome you all here for what is going to
be an exciting ball game between the
Yankees from McGuire Air Force Base—
[applause]—yes, right from New Jersey.
Welcome. Glad you all are here. And they're
going to be playing the Dolcom Little
League Indians from Groton, Connecticut,
representing the Naval Submarine Base of
New London. Thank you all for coming. Wel-
come.

We want to welcome the coaches and the
players. We want to welcome the moms and
dads and grandparents here to this historic
ballpark. And we’re glad you're here to help
us kick off the 2006 Tee-Ball on the South
Lawn season. General Pace and I expect
there to be some pretty good competition
today.

I do want to welcome the mayor of Groton,
Connecticut, Mayor Harry Watson. Mr.
Mayor, thank you for coming; proud you're
here. Thanks for serving. Thanks for joining
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us. I welcome Captain Sean Sullivan, who
will be the First Base Coach. Captain, thanks
for serving. Proud you’re here. Good luck.
You've got some awesome duties today. And
Colonel Rick Martin from McGuire, good to
see you, Colonel. Thanks for coming, Colo-
nel. Proud you're here.

We're proud to welcome Steve Keener,
who is the president and CEO of Little
League International, and his wife, Cheryl.
Steve, thanks for coming back. Thanks for
helping. For those of you who want to be
a Major League player, Mike O’Connor is
with us, from the mighty Washington Nation-
als. Mike, thank you for coming, buddy. Mike
is a pitcher for the Nationals. Glad you’re
here, Mike. We welcome Seth Fallon. We
just heard from Seth. Thanks. And I want
to thank the Navy Sea Cadets Corps, who
happen to be the color guard.

Zane Ellingwood is about to put the first
ball on the first tee for the first game. But
not quite yet. I do want to welcome Tim
Brant. Where are you, Tim? There he is.
Tim, thanks for coming, buddy.

Announcer Tim Brant. Thank you, pal.

The President. A national baseball an-
nouncer here to call opening day. We really
appreciate you coming. Thanks.

And finally, T do want to welcome rep-
resentatives from the Armed Forces Founda-
tion, the Fisher House, and our military kids.
Thank you for serving our families. After the
game, it’s my honor to be able to present
the balls to each of the players on the team.
And I will also be able to welcome Dave
Erbe, who is a youth volunteer. He volun-
teers to help the wounded and injury—mili-
tary personnel at Walter Reed. David, thank
you in advance for doing what you're doing.
Thanks for serving your generation and our
country. You're a good man.

And now, before we put the first ball on
the tee, I do want you to join me in the Little
League Pledge. Are you ready? All players
ready? Doesn'’t look like it. [Laughter] Are
you ready?

[At this point, the pledge was recited. ]
The President. Play ball.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:05 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Seth Fallon, member, Maryland
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State Boychoir, who sang the national anthem;
Gen. Peter Pace, USMC, Chairman, Joint Chiefs
of Staff, in his capacity as 2006 commissioner of
White House Tee-Ball; Capt. Sean P. Sullivan,
USN, commanding officer, Naval Submarine Base
New London, who served as first base coach; Col.
Frederick H. Martin, USAF, commander,
McGuire Air Force Base, who served as third base
coach; and youth volunteer Zane Ellingwood.

Statement on the Proliferation
Security Initiative

June 23, 2006

Today, members of the international com-
munity are gathered in Warsaw, Poland, to
share their experiences and develop new ap-
proaches to countering the trafficking of
weapons of mass destruction through the
Proliferation Security Initiative (PSI). Since
the initiative was launched in Krakow, Po-
land, on May 31, 2003, the PSI has grown
from a handful of nations to a global partner-
ship of more than 70 countries from all
around the world.

The PSI is dedicated to stopping all as-
pects of the proliferation trade and to deny-
ing terrorists, rogue states, and their supplier
networks access to WMD-related materials
and delivery systems. Together, we are work-
ing to disrupt the financial activities of net-
works that support proliferation, as called for
in United Nations Security Council Resolu-
tions 1540 and 1673. Together, we are shut-
ting down front companies and proliferation
networks and interdicting cargo carrying
these dangerous materials, whether trans-
ported by land, air, or sea. With renewed de-
termination, PSI supporters have come to
Warsaw to further enhance our ability to
counter WMD proliferation.

I join President Lech Kaczynski in wel-
coming PSI supporters to Warsaw, including
our newest partners from the Persian Gulf
and Central Asia. I commend all member na-
tions for their readiness in taking on this vital
task, and I urge all responsible states to join
this global effort to end the WMD prolifera-
tion trade.

NoTE: The statement referred to President Lech
Kaczynski of Poland.
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Statement on the Resignation of
Norman Y. Mineta as Secretary of
Transportation

June 23, 2006

Norman Mineta has served America with
integrity, dedication, and distinction. He
leaves his position as the longest-serving Sec-
retary of Transportation in our Nation’s his-
tory.

Norm’s life is a story of determination,
courage, and service. As a child, he lived in
an internment camp. As a young man, he
wore his country’s uniform in Korea and
Japan. From there, he went on to become
a mayor, a Congressman, and a Cabinet Sec-
retary under two Presidents.

As my Secretary of Transportation, Norm
performed a crucial role on September 11,
2001, leading the successful effort to bring
tens of thousands of passengers aboard com-
mercial aircraft to safe landings. His leader-
ship was vital to strengthening the security
of America’s seaports and airports. Norm
worked hard to help eliminate red tape and
liberalize the commercial aviation market.
After Hurricane Katrina, Norm and his team
were able to rapidly repair and reopen the
region’s major highways, airports, seaports,
and pipelines. He also oversaw important
changes in fuel economy standards that will
save fuel, save lives, and save jobs.

Norm is an inspiration to all of us and has
earned the admiration of a grateful Nation.
I am honored that he agreed to serve in my
Cabinet. Laura and I wish Norm, Deni, and
their children all the best.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.
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June 17

In the morning, at the Bush Ranch in
Crawford, TX, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing.

June 18

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs.
Bush returned to Washington, DC.

June 19

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, he traveled to New
York City where, upon arrival, he met with
USA Freedom Corps volunteer Christopher
Branning. He then traveled to Kings Point,
NY.

In the afternoon, the President returned
to Washington, DC.

The White House announced that the
President will welcome President Mikheil
Saakashvili of Georgia to the White House
on July 5.

June 20

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, he and Mrs. Bush
traveled to Vienna, Austria, arriving in the
evening.

The President announced his intention to
nominate William B. Wark and William E.
Wright to be members of the Chemical Safe-
ty and Hazard Investigation Board.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Robert L. Wilkie to be Assistant
Secretary of Defense for Legislative Affairs.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Warren Bell, Chris Boskin, and
David H. Pryor to be members of the Board
of Directors of the Corporation for Public
Broadcasting,

The President announced his intention to
appoint Edmund G. Archuleta, David Mi-
chael Cote, and James B. Nicholson as mem-
bers of the National Infrastructure Advisory
Council.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Susan Schanlaber Barnes as a mem-
ber of the the Advisory Council on Historic
Preservation and, upon appointment, to des-
ignate her Vice Chair.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Rhonda Bentz as a member of the
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation.
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The President announced his intention to
appoint Benjamin K. Homan and David A.
Williams as members of the Helping To En-
hance the Livelihood of People (HELP)
Around the Globe Commission.

The President announced his intention to
appoint the following individuals as members
of the Community Development Advisory
Board: Jennings David Colbert (Native
American Tribal Development Representa-
tive); J. French Hill (Insured Depository In-
stitution Representative); Farah M. Jimenez
(Community Development Representative);
Jack Lund (Consumer/Public Interest Orga-
nization Representative); and L. Raymond
Moncrief (Community Development Finan-
cial Institution Representative).

The President announced his intention to
designate Michael W. Smith as Vice Chair
of the President’s Council on Service and
Civic Participation.

June 21

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, in the Johann Strauss
Ballroom of the Hofburg Palace, the Presi-
dent and Mrs. Bush greeted U.S. Embassy
personnel. Then, in the Hunting Room, he
met with President Heinz Fischer of Austria.

Later in the morning, in the Mittlere
Lounge of the Hofburg Palace, the President
met with Chancellor Wolfgang Schuessel of
Austria. He then met with European Union
leaders. Later, in the Grosser Redoutensaal
Room at the Hofburg Palace, the President
participated in the U.S.-European Union
summit.

In the afternoon, the President had a
working lunch with European Union leaders.
Later, he and Mrs. Bush toured the Austrian
National Library, where they watched a per-
formance by the Vienna Boys Choir.

In the evening, the President and Mrs.
Bush traveled to Budapest, Hungary.

June 22

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, he greeted U.S. Em-
bassy personnel. Then, at the Sandor Palace,
he and Mrs. Bush participated in an arrival
ceremony.
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Later in the morning, in the conference
hall of the Parliament Building, the President
had separate meetings with Speaker of Par-
liament Katalin Szili and Hungarian political
party leaders.

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs.
Bush participated in a wreath-laying cere-
mony at the 1956 Memorial Monument.

In the evening, the President and Mrs.
Bush returned to Washington, DC.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Linda Mysliwy to be First Vice
President of the Export-Import Bank of the
United States.

The President announced his intention to
nominate J. Joseph Grandmaison to be a
member of the Board of Directors of the Ex-
port-Import Bank of the United States.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Thomas E. Harvey to be Assistant
Secretary of Veterans Affairs for Congres-
sional Affairs.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Roger L. Hunt, John E. Kidde, and
John Peyton to be members of the Board
of Trustees of the Harry S. Truman Scholar-
ship Foundation.

June 23

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, he met with experts
on Russia.

In the afternoon, the President met with
Gen. George W. Casey, Jr., USA, com-
manding general, Multi-National Force—
Iraq.

The President announced his appointment
of John Emling as Special Assistant to the
President for Legislative Affairs.

The President announced his appointment
of Julie Goon as Special Assistant to the
President for Economic Policy.

The President announced his appointment
of Hunter Moorhead as Special Assistant to
the President for Agriculture, Trade, and
Food Assistance.

The President announced his appointment
of John M. Smith as Associate Counsel to
the President.
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Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

The following list does not include promotions of
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For-
eign Service officers.

Submitted June 19

Henry M. Paulson, Jr.,
of New York, to be Secretary of the Treasury,
vice John W. Snow, resigned.

Checklist
of White House Press Releases

The following list contains releases of the Office
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of
Other White House Announcements.

Released June 19

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Tony Snow

Statement by the Press Secretary: Aung San
Suu Kyi Birthday

Statement by the Press Secretary: Visit of
President Mikheil Saakashvili of Georgia

Statement by the Press Secretary: Targeted
Sanctions on Persons Undermining Demo-
cratic Processes or Institutions in Belarus

Statement by the Press Secretary: Coopera-
tive Threat Reduction Agreement With Rus-
sia Extended
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Released June 20

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Tony Snow and National Security Ad-
viser Stephen ]. Hadley

Released June 21

Transcript of a press briefing by National Se-
curity Administration Senior Director for
European Affairs Judy Ansley and National
Security Administration Deputy National Se-
curity Adviser for International Economic
Affairs Faryar Shirzad on the U.S.-EU Sum-
mit

Fact sheet: 2006 U.S.-EU Summit

Report: 2006 U.S.-EU Summit Progress Re-
port on the Economic Initiative

Report: 2006 U.S.-EU Summit Progress Re-
port on Political and Security Issues

Released June 22

Transcript of a press briefing by National Se-
curity Adviser Stephen J. Hadley

Released June 23

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Tony Snow

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing
that the President signed S. 1445

Acts Approved
by the President

Approved June 23

S. 1445 / Public Law 109-237

To designate the facility of the United States
Postal Service located at 520 Colorado Ave-
nue in Arriba, Colorado, as the “William H.
Emery Post Office”



