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make it clear that we reject this kind of vio-
lence and that we will be steadfast in our
support of freedom.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:50 a.m. in Cot-
tage Nine at the Konstantinovsky Palace Complex.
In his remarks, he referred to Prime Minister
Ehud Olmert of Israel; President Mahmoud
Abbas (Abu Mazen) of the Palestinian Authority;
and Secretary-General Kofi Annan of the United
Nations. A reporter referred to Baron Michael A.
Levy, Prime Minister Blair’s personal envoy to the
Middle East, who was arrested on July 12 in con-
nection with a police investigation into possible
infringements of honours and elections laws. A
tape was not available for verification of the con-
tent of these remarks.

Remarks Following Discussions With
President Jacques Chirac of France
in Strelna

July 16, 2006

President Bush. I want to thank Jacques
Chirac for coming over. It’s always a pleasure
to visit with Jacques. He is a man who is
able to crystalize his thoughts, who is able
to discuss issues in a very clear way.

Obviously, we're going to spend time talk-
ing about the Middle East. The United States
is proud to work with France on Resolution
1559 of the United Nations, which is a clear
statement of principle and concern about
Lebanese democracy. I'm confident that
other leaders will look at the spirit of 1559
and recognize that one way to help heal in
the Middle East is to address the root causes
of the problems there, and the root cause
of the problem is Hizballah and Syria and
the Iranian connection.

The President has taken a strong lead on
this issue in the past. We are in discussions
with his administration, and I'm confident
that we'll be able to come up with a clear
position between France and the United
States on this vital issue.

I look forward to discussing other issues
with my friend Jacques Chirac. It’s good to
be with you, sir. Thank you for coming by.
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President Chirac. First of all, T just like
to say how delighted I am to have this oppor-
tunity to meet with the American President.
And I note, albeit it, that this has been dif-
ficult circumstances, as we have been wit-
nessing the sad events that have been unfold-
ing in the Middle East. But I'm especially
struck and delighted by the fact that we share
the same views of the issues at stake here.
We witness the tremendous sadness, the
hardship of the civilian population in this re-
gion. You know what longstanding ties
France has always had with Lebanon. And
when I say, this region, I refer not only to
Lebanon but, of course, to what’s happening
to the Palestinians. So we would call—[in-
audible]—for a show of moderation on the
part of all parties involved, so that we can
establish the conditions of a long-lasting, last-
ing ceasefire in the region.

Now, I entirely agree with the American
President in what he said about supporting
the U.N. mission, which is designed, among
other things, to ensure the release of the
Israeli soldiers being detained right now both
by Hizballah and by Hamas, and put an end
to the firing of Kassam rockets.

Now, with respect to Gaza, which is a sepa-
rate issue from that of Lebanon, we feel that
it is essential—it is of the essence—that we
renew dialog with Mahmoud Abbas.

Now, as regards Lebanon, I couldn’t agree
more with President Bush in saying that what
is at the heart of this is the to-the-letter im-
plementation of Security Council Resolution
1559. That is what must be done forthwith.
And we must stop all those who are at
present engaging in jeopardizing the security,
the stability, and authority of Lebanon.

President Bush. Thank you all. Thank
you, Sir.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 9:14 a.m. in Cot-
tage Nine at the Konstantinovsky Palace Complex.
President Chirac referred to President Mahmoud
Abbas (Abu Mazen) of the Palestinian Authority.
President Chirac spoke in French, and his re-
marks were translated by an interpreter. A tape
was not available for verification of the content
of these remarks.
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Remarks Following Discussions With
President Hu Jintao of China in
Strelna

July 16, 2006

President Bush. Mr. President, thank you
for coming by to say hello. I remember fond-
ly your visit to Washington, DC, a very suc-
cessful trip to our Nation’s Capital and other
parts of our country. I want to thank you for
the discussion we’ve had today.

The United Nations Security Council
unanimously passed a resolution dealing with
the North Korean issue, and I want to thank
you for your leadership on that, Mr. Presi-
dent. We’re working together on the Iranian
issue. We talked about the Middle East. I
want to thank you very much for our contin-
ued dialog on bilateral issues. We spent a
lot of time on economics and trade.

All in all, it’s a continuation of the very
good dialog we had during your trip to Wash-
ington, and I want to thank you for coming.

President Hu. Ladies and gentlemen, I'm
very happy to have the opportunity to meet
you here. As President Bush said, just now
we had a very friendly and candid discussion.
To start with the discussion, I expressed my
heartfelt thanks to the American side for the
warm reception afforded to me during my
visit to the United States in April this year
by President Bush, the American Govern-
ment, and the American people.

In addition, we also had an in-depth dis-
cussion on the China-U.S. relationship and
major international issues of mutual interest.
Both President Bush and I speak highly of
the development of China-U.S. relationship
as it is today. We also are happy to see that
the agreement President Bush and I reached
on comprehensively moving forward the con-
structive and cooperative China-U.S. rela-
tionship is being gradually implemented.

We both agreed to continue to view and
handle the China-U.S. relationship from a
strategic plane—I mean a long-term perspec-
tive. In addition, we also agreed to work hard
to expand the convergent interests between
the two countries and step up our pragmatic
cooperation in the economic, trade, energy,
science, technology, counterterrorism, non-
proliferation, and the military fields.
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At the same time, we also believe that we
need to respect and properly address each
other’s concerns and properly handle the
sensitive issues in the bilateral relationship
so that we can continue to move forward this
relationship.

We both believe that against the current
backdrop of a complex and volatile inter-
national situation, to enhance the consulta-
tion and the coordination between China and
the United States on major regional as well
as international issues, serves the interests of
both countries. This is also crucial to inter-
national peace and stability.

Both sides expressed their commitment to
maintain peace and stability on the Korean
Peninsula and in Northeast Asia as a whole,
and both sides agreed to continue their ef-
forts to move forward the six-party talks so
that at the end of the day, the entire Korean
Peninsula could be denuclearized in a peace-
ful way through dialog and in negotiations.

Both sides indicated their willingness to
work together to continue to seek a peaceful
solution to the Iranian nuclear issue. We also
discussed the situation in the Middle East.

In this afternoon’s discussion, we also
spent quite a lot of time in an in-depth man-
ner on our economic ties and trade and on
the Taiwan question.

I am satisfied with the discussion with
President Bush. Thank you.

President Bush. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent.

NoTE: The President spoke at 3:53 p.m. at the
Konstantinovsky Palace Complex. President Hu
spoke in Chinese, and his remarks were translated
by an interpreter.

G-8 Leaders’ Statement on the
Situation in the Middle East
July 16,2006

Today, we the G-8 Leaders express our
deepening concern about the situation in the
Middle East, in particular the rising civilian
casualties on all sides and the damage to in-
frastructure. We are united in our determina-
tion to pursue efforts to restore peace. We
offer our full support for the UN Secretary
General’s mission presently in the region.
The root cause of the problems in the region



