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• Resumption of dialogue between Pales-
tinian and Israeli political officials. 

These proposals are our contribution to 
the international effort underway to restore 
calm to the Middle East and provide a basis 
for progress towards a sustainable peace, in 
accordance with the relevant UN Security 
Council Resolutions. The Quartet will con-
tinue to play a central role. The G–8 wel-
comes the positive efforts of Egypt, Saudi 
Arabia and Jordan as well as other respon-
sible regional actors to return the region to 
peace. We look forward to the report of the 
Secretary General’s mission to the Security 
Council later this week which we believe 
could provide a framework for achieving our 
common objectives. 

NOTE: The statement referred to Secretary-Gen-
eral Kofi Annan of the United Nations; and Presi-
dent Mahmoud Abbas (Abu Mazen) of the Pales-
tinian Authority. An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint statement. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders on 
Review of Title III of the Cuban 
Liberty and Democratic Solidarity 
(LIBERTAD) Act of 1996 
July 16, 2006 

Dear lllll : 
Consistent with section 306(c)(2) of the 

Cuban Liberty and Democratic Solidarity 
(LIBERTAD) Act of 1996 (Public Law 104– 
114) (the ‘‘Act’’), I hereby determine and re-
port to the Congress that suspension for 6 
months beyond August 1, 2006, of the right 
to bring an action under title III of the Act 
is necessary to the national interests of the 
United States and will expedite a transition 
to democracy in Cuba. 

Sincerely, 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Richard G. 
Lugar, chairman, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., rank-
ing member, Senate Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions; Thad Cochran, chairman, and Robert C. 
Byrd, ranking member, Senate Committee on Ap-
propriations; Henry J. Hyde, chairman, and Tom 
Lantos, ranking member, House Committee on 
International Relations; and Jerry Lewis, chair-
man, and David R. Obey, ranking member, House 

Committee on Appropriations. This letter was re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary on July 
17. 

Remarks Following Discussions With 
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh of 
India in Strelna 

July 17, 2006 

President Bush. Thanks for coming over 
this morning. It’s always a pleasure to be in 
your company. You’re one of the really true 
gentlemen in the international arena. And 
you’ve got a wonderful heart. I know you’ve 
been through difficult times, and America 
mourns the loss of innocent life as a result 
of the terrorist attacks. 

One of the issues that we’ve been dis-
cussing here at the G–8 is the recent terrorist 
activities in the Middle East. Yesterday, in 
working with other members of the G–8, we 
cobbled together a very important statement. 
I’m most pleased that the leaders came to-
gether to say, ‘‘Look, we condemn violence; 
we honor innocent life.’’ 

However, for the first time, we’ve really 
begun to address with clarity the root causes 
of the conflict, the recent conflict in the Mid-
dle East, and that is terrorist activity—mainly 
Hizballah, that’s housed and encouraged by 
Syria, financed by Iran, are making these 
moves to stop the progress of peace. We 
would hope that by addressing the conditions 
of this violence, we could get to a situation 
where there was calm. We’re going to work 
hard as nations to address the root cause. 
Yesterday was an important statement. The 
reason I tell you that is that you’ll find nations 
willing to work together for the common 
good here. 

I also look forward to discussing with you 
our trade matters as well as the wonderful 
deal you and I negotiated. Our Congress is 
working on that important piece of legislation 
that will encourage and allow India and U.S. 
cooperation, and I’m optimistic that we will 
get that passed. 

At any rate, welcome, and thank you, sir. 
I’d be glad for you to make some comments. 
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Prime Minister Singh. Mr. President, 
thank you very much for your words of sym-
pathy and support in the wake of these ter-
rible terrorist acts in Mumbai and—[inaudi-
ble]. I’ve just been there—200 people, inno-
cent men, women, and children, have per-
ished, about 800 citizens injured—[inaudi-
ble]—in various hospitals. It was such a mov-
ing sight, people without limbs and always 
sad. And I’m grateful to you—you gave me 
help from Germany, and I deeply appreciate 
your generosity. Your kindness, your sym-
pathy and support mean a great deal to me, 
President—[inaudible]. 

Sir, your visit to our country in March, and 
in the company of the First Lady, was a land-
mark. [Inaudible]—are working together be-
tween our two countries. And I’m glad to 
report to you that we are making progress 
in all directions. India was the idea of getting 
the business community of our two countries 
engaged. You suggested we set up a CEOs 
forum. That forum is very active. It has pro-
duced a number of good ideas. We’ll follow 
it up by an investors’ summit towards the end 
of the year. 

Sir, India is still very largely an agricultural 
country; 65 percent of all people live on land. 
And the initiative that you took, and—[in-
audible]—put also your ideas and knowledge, 
initiated a second green revolution in our 
country. We have now agreed on a roadmap. 
We have identified sectors like agricultural 
education, food processing, water manage-
ment—[inaudible]—as the key areas which 
will be the focus of this agriculture initiative. 
It means a great deal to us, to build a new 
trust to agricultural innovation, agricultural 
productivity. And I thank you for active sup-
port. 

In science and technology also, Mr. Presi-
dent, we have now agreed to work together 
and invite national—[inaudible]—and 
science and technology coordinators—[in-
audible]. They have no outline, a roadmap. 
And I am very happy that both our adminis-
trations are working very hard to give con-
crete meaning and substance to our coopera-
tion. 

And I thank you, Mr. President, for your 
efforts and Secretary Rice’s effort in getting 
the legislation with regard to nuclear co-
operation moving through the Congress. We 

have followed really intensely what has been 
written into these bills. And I must confess 
to you that while we deeply appreciate your 
personal involvement, Secretary Rice’s mag-
nificent efforts when she appeared before 
the Congress—there are some concerns 
which worry us, and we believe, our Par-
liament. And like you, we are a democracy; 
we have a Parliament which is very jealous 
of what we do and what we don’t do. And 
we have—these concerns are made, and I 
sincerely hope that we can find constructive 
solutions to all these problems. So this truly 
is landmark cooperation. 

I recall it—I said to you that, Mr. Presi-
dent, that this is a—[inaudible]—consider-
ation of India and the U.S.—[inaudible]. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:11 a.m. in Cot-
tage Nine at the Konstantinovsky Palace Complex. 

Remarks Following Discussions With 
President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva of 
Brazil in Strelna 
July 17, 2006 

President Bush. It’s an honor for me to 
have a discussion with my friend the Presi-
dent of Brazil. He represents a great country, 
right in the heart of our neighborhood. 

We’ve got a lot to discuss. I’m, of course, 
interested in his views about different nations 
in our neighborhood. He’s a man who looks 
at the world and is able to give a good assess-
ment. 

I’m interested in continuing our dialog 
about alternative energy. Brazil has been a 
leader in development of biofuels. I’m inter-
ested, as well, in talking to the President 
about how we can move the Doha round of 
WTO forward. He’s one of the leaders when 
it comes to trade discussions. A lot of the 
world looks to his—to him for judgment. And 
so I view this as a very important meeting. 
We’re committed to a successful Doha 
round. In order for the round to be success-
ful, the United States and Brazil must con-
tinue to strategize. 

And so, Mr. President, welcome. You’re 
looking good. You’re looking good. 

President Lula da Silva. This is because 
of the election campaign that’s going on. 
[Laughter] 
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