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we throw up walls and barriers around the
United States of America; why don’t we just
try to isolate ourselves from competition.”

That’s not the America I know. The Amer-
ica I know is a country that is confident—
confident in our capacity to compete, entre-
preneurial by nature. There are some smart
things we can do, and will do, to make sure
we remain competitive. But one thing we
must never do is to not be willing to do the
right policies so we can remain the economic
leader of the world. We owe it to our people
to put good policies in place. We owe it to
future generations of Americans to keep the
entrepreneurial spirit strong, and here are
some ideas as part of a strategy to do just
that.

I want to appreciate what you're doing for
the country. I thank you for the risks you
take. I thank you for the folks you employ.
Government is not going to stand in your
way; we want to stand side by side with you
to make sure the entrepreneurial spirit re-
mains strong here in the country.

God bless.

NotE: The President spoke at 1:47 p.m. at the
Grand Hyatt Washington. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to John Engler, president and chief execu-
tive officer, National Association of Manufactur-
ers.

Proclamation 8038—50th
Anniversary of Our National Motto,
“In God We Trust,” 2006

July 27, 2006

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

On the 50th anniversary of our national
motto, “In God We Trust,” we reflect on
these words that guide millions of Americans,
recognize the blessings of the Creator, and
offer our thanks for His great gift of liberty.

From its earliest days, the United States
has been a Nation of faith. During the War
of 1812, as the morning light revealed that
the battle-torn American flag still flew above
Fort McHenry, Francis Scott Key penned,
“And this be our motto: In God is our
trust!”” His poem became our National An-
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them, reminding generations of Americans
to “Praise the Power that hath made and pre-
served us a nation.” On July 30, 1956, Presi-
dent Dwight Eisenhower signed the law offi-
cially establishing “In God We Trust” as our
national motto.

Today, our country stands strong as a bea-
con of religious freedom. Our citizens, what-
ever their faith or background, worship freely
and millions answer the universal call to love
their neighbor and serve a cause greater than
self.

As we commemorate the 50th anniversary
of our national motto and remember with
thanksgiving God’s mercies throughout our
history, we recognize a divine plan that
stands above all human plans and continue
to seek His will.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim July 30, 2006, as the 50th
Anniversary of our National Motto, “In God
We Trust.” I call upon the people of the
United States to observe this day with appro-
priate programs, ceremonies, and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-seventh day of July, in
the year of our Lord two thousand six, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirty-first.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., July 31, 2006]

NoOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on August 1.

Proclamation 8039—To Implement
the United States-Bahrain Free
Trade Agreement, and for Other
Purposes

July 27, 2006

By the President of the United States
of America
A Proclamation

1. On September 14, 2004, the United
States entered into the United States-Bah-
rain Free Trade Agreement (USBFTA). The

USBFTA was approved by the Congress in
section 101(a) of the United States-Bahrain



