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for the better. From Kabul to Baghdad to
Beirut and beyond, we've seen the birth of
democratic governments that are striving to
serve their people, reject terror, and work
for peace. We're also seeing those who op-
pose democracy fighting its progress with all
the destructive power they can muster. We
see this in Hizballah’s attacks on Israel, in
the suicide bombings that kill innocent
Iraqis, and in Al Qaida’s campaign of terror
across the world.

The enemies of freedom have shown their
ability to set back our efforts with deadly at-
tacks, but ultimately they will fail. They will
fail because courageous leaders in the region
have stepped forward to defend freedom and
set the Middle East on a better course. And
they will fail because millions of people who
have suffered decades of oppression and vio-
lence will choose to live in peace with their
neighbors.

In Iraq, we will help Prime Minister
Maliki’s unity Government defeat the terror-
ists, insurgents, and illegal militias and estab-
lish a democracy in the heart of the Middle
East. In Lebanon, we will stand with the
democratic Government in its efforts to rid
the country of terrorists and foreign influ-
ence and bring about a better life for the
Lebanese people. In the Palestinian Terri-
tories, we will work with President Abbas to
support the forces of moderation and achieve
our shared vision of two democratic states,
Israel and Palestine, living side by side in
peace and security.

This moment of conflict in the Middle
East is painful and tragic, yet it is also a mo-
ment of opportunity for broader change in
the region. Transforming countries that have
suffered decades of tyranny and violence is
difficult, and it will take time to achieve. But
the consequences will be profound—for our
country and the world. When the Middle
East grows in liberty and democracy, it will
also grow in peace, and that will make Amer-
ica and all free nations more secure.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 2 p.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House for broadcast
at 10:06 a.m. on July 29. The transcript was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary on
July 28 but was embargoed for release until the
broadcast. In his address, the President referred
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to Prime Minister Tony Blair of the United King-
dom; Prime Minister Ehud Olmert of Israel;
Prime Minister Fuad Siniora of Lebanon; Prime
Minister Nuri al-Maliki of Iraq; and President
Mahmoud Abbas (Abu Mazen) of the Palestinian
Authority. The Office of the Press Secretary also
released a Spanish language transcript of this ad-
dress.

Remarks on the Situation in the
Middle East

July 30, 2006

The current situation in the Middle East
is a reminder that all of us must work to-
gether to achieve a sustainable peace. Amer-
ica mourns the loss of innocent life. It’s a
tragic occasion when innocent people are
killed. And so our sympathies go out to those
who've lost their lives today and lost their
lives throughout this crisis.

I've been in touch with Secretary of State
Rice twice today. She’ll be returning tomor-
row, where she’ll brief me on her discussions
with leaders in the Middle East. I also talked
to Tony Blair. The United States is resolved
to work with members of the United Nations
Security Council to develop a resolution that
will enable the region to have a sustainable
peace, a peace that lasts, a peace that will
enable mothers and fathers to raise their chil-
dren in a hopeful world.

May God bless those who lost their lives.
Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:12 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Prime Minister Tony Blair of the
United Kingdom.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Certifying Exports to the People’s
Republic of China

July 28, 2006

Dear Mr. Speaker:  (Dear Mr. President:)

In accordance with the provisions of sec-
tion 1512 of the Strom Thurmond National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
1999 (Public Law 105-261), I hereby certify
that the export to the People’s Republic of
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China of the following items is not detri-
mental to the United States space launch in-
dustry, and that the material and equipment,
including any indirect technical benefit that
could be derived from such exports, will not
measurably improve the missile or space
launch capabilities of the People’s Republic
of China.

1. Two million pounds of bulk graphite for
use by Smarteem Precision Manufacturing
Company, Qingdao Dezong Trading Com-
pany, Qingdao Haier Moulds Company, Hi-
P Shanghai Precision Mold and Die, Shang-
hai Sharp Mold and Manufacturing, Shang-
hai Koito Automotive Lamp Company,
Ningbo Yongyao Graphite Product, Heibei
Ningjin Matsimiya Semiconductor, Heibei

Ningjin Yangguang Electrodes, Jiaxiang
Zhengda Xingxin Electrodes, Shanghai
Shenhe Thermo-Magnetics and  Genic

(Shanghai) Company to manufacture elec-
trodes, dies and molds for the production and
handling of plastic, rubber, copper, tin, alu-
minum, and iron components.

2. One 36-inch micronizer to be used by
Jiangsu Sopo Chemical of Zhenjiang, China,
for processing azodicarbonomide for use in
manufacturing plastics.

3. One 42-inch micronizer to be used by
Cabot Performance Products Company,
LTD. of Tianjin, China, for manufacturing
carbon black to be used in rubber and plas-
tics manufacturing.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NoTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate.
The letter was released by the Office of the Press
Secretary on July 31.

Remarks at a White House Tee-Ball
Game

July 30, 2006

Thank you very much. You know, as we
listen to our national anthem, it reminds us
how blessed we are to live in a land where
our boys and girls can grow up in a peaceful
world. And on today, our hopes for peace
for boys and girls everywhere extends across
the world, especially in the Middle East. To-
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day’s actions in the Middle East remind us
that the United States and friends and allies
must work for a sustainable peace, particu-
larly for the sake of children.

And so I want to welcome you here to the
White House. What an honor to be with the
Commissioner, Willie Mays. See, when I was
growing up, I wanted to be the Willie Mays
of my generation, but I couldn’t hit a curve
ball. So instead, I ended up being President.

Laura and I welcome you here, along with
the Commissioner. It’s a proud day for us
to welcome—a little hot for baseball, but I
know these teams are up for it. First, I want
to welcome the Civitan Club of Frederick
Challengers from Thurmont, Maryland.
We're glad you all are here. We also want
to welcome the Mayor, Mayor Marty Burns
of Thurmont. Welcome, Mr. Mayor. Thanks
for coming. There he is. Marty used to work
at Camp David, by the way.

I also want to welcome the Challenger
Braves from Shady Spring, West Virginia.

We welcome both teams, the coaches, the
helpers, and the families. We're glad you're
here. We're lucky today to have not only one
Major Leaguer but three Major Leaguers
with us—coaching first base, the lefty, Al
Leiter; welcome, Al—at third base, Dan Wil-
son. Glad you're here, Dan, thanks for com-
ing. Proud you're here.

We welcome Steve Keener, who is the
President and CEO of Little League Inter-
national. We want to thank the Girl Scout
Council of the Nation’s Capital who carried
the colors. I want to thank Nichola Kouzes,
who sang the national anthem. Nichola, you
did a fabulous job here on the South Lawn.
Thank you. She did a good job, didn’t she?
Not only a good job but a great job.

We're lucky today to have an old hand at
calling this game—the former announcer of
the Washington Senators, Charlie Brotman.
Welcome, Charlie. Glad you're here; thanks
for coming. Glad you're here.

And finally, we have a tradition here, and
that is we actually don’t throw out the first
ball; we actually put the first ball on the tee.
And joining me today is Kevin Turley. He’s
a Special Olympics gold medalist. Kevin,
thanks for coming. Thank you for being a
part of this.



