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such as those described in subsection (b)(1),
participate in the development of informa-
tion regarding the overall costs of services
for common episodes of care and the treat-
ment of common chronic diseases.

(d) Promoting Quality and Efficiency of
Care. Each agency shall develop and identify,
for beneficiaries, enrollees, and providers,
approaches that encourage and facilitate the
provision and receipt of high-quality and effi-
cient health care. Such approaches may in-
clude pay-for-performance models of reim-
bursement consistent with current law. An
agency will satisfy the requirements of this
subsection if it makes available to bene-
ficiaries or enrollees consumer-directed
health care insurance products.

Sec. 4. Implementation Date. Agencies
shall comply with the requirements of this
order by January 1, 2007.

Sec. 5. Administration and Judicial Re-
view.

(a) This order does not assume or rely
upon additional Federal resources or spend-
ing to promote quality and efficient health
care. Further, the actions directed by this
order shall be carried out subject to the avail-
ability of appropriations and to the maximum
extent permitted by law.

(b) This order shall be implemented in
new contracts or new contract cycles as they
may be renewed from time to time. Renego-
tiation outside of the normal contract cycle
processes should be avoided.

(c) This order is not intended to, and does
not, create any right or benefit, substantive
or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity
against the United States, its departments,
agencies, or entities, its officers, employees,
or agents, or any other person.

George W. Bush

The White House,
August 22, 2006.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., August 25, 2006]

NoOTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on August 28.
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Proclamation 8041—Minority
Enterprise Development Week, 2006

August 22, 2006

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

During Minority Enterprise Development
Week, we celebrate the outstanding progress
made by minority business owners, recognize
their important contributions to our Nation’s
vibrant economy, and emphasize our com-
mitment to helping them succeed.

Throughout our country, minority entre-
preneurs strengthen our economic growth
and keep our Nation moving forward. As
Ronald Reagan said, entrepreneurs are the
“explorers of the modern era,” and minority
business owners help expand opportunities
for their communities and their fellow citi-
zens. A free society in which people have the
opportunity to pursue their goals, no matter
who they are or where they are from, is a
stronger and more just society.

Over the past 3 years, our economy has
grown by nearly $1.3 trillion, and minority
businesses have contributed to that growth.
Since 2001, my Administration has worked
with the Congress to deliver the largest tax
relief in two decades, leaving more money
for minority business owners to reinvest. We
are also undertaking initiatives to widen the
ownership of businesses. With these re-
sources, minority enterprises are hiring more
employees, improving their communities,
and helping fuel our country’s economic re-
surgence.

Minority businesses throughout our Na-
tion remain strong, and our country benefits
from the positive impact they have on our
economy. Minority business owners rep-
resent the hopeful spirit of America, and all
across this land, Americans continue to
achieve their dreams and build better futures
for themselves and their families. During Mi-
nority Enterprise Development Week, we
underscore our commitment to helping en-
trepreneurs realize the promise of our great
Nation.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
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the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim August 27
through September 2, 2006, as Minority En-
terprise Development Week. I call upon all
Americans to celebrate this week with appro-
priate programs, ceremonies, and activities
to recognize the many contributions of our
Nation’s minority enterprises.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-second day of August,
in the year of our Lord two thousand six,
and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and thir-
ty-first.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:46 a.m., August 24, 2006]

NoTE: This proclamation was release by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on August 23, and it
was published in the Federal Register on August
25.

Remarks Following a Meeting With
Rockey Vaccarella

August 23, 2006

The President. 1 just had coffee with
Rockey Vaccarella, St. Bernard Parish, Lou-
isiana. He caught my attention because he
decided to come up to Washington, DC, and
make it clear to me and others here in the
Government that there’s people down there
still hurting in south Louisiana and along the
gulf coast.

And Roc is a plain-spoken guy. He’s the
kind of fellow I feel comfortable talking to.
I told him that I understand that there’s peo-
ple down there that still need help. And I
told him the Federal Government will work
with the State and local authorities to get the
help to them as quickly as possible.

Rockey Vaccarella. That’s right.

The President. He met with my friend
Don Powell. Don’s job is to cut through bu-
reaucracy. I told Rockey the first obligation
of the Federal Government is to write a
check big enough to help the people down
there. And I want to thank the Members of
Congress of both political parties that helped
us pass over $110 billion of appropriations.
And that’s going to help the folks. And I told

Aug. 23 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2006

him that to the extent that there’s still bu-
reaucratic hurdles and the need for the Fed-
eral Government to help eradicate those hur-
dles, we want to do that.

Now, I know we’re coming up on the first-
year anniversary of Katrina, and it’s a time
to remember, a time to particularly remem-
ber the suffering that people went through.
Rockey lost everything. He lost—he and his
family had every possession they had wiped
out. And it’s a time to remember that people
suffer, and it’s a time to recommit ourselves
to helping them. But I also want people to
remember that a one-year anniversary is just
that, because it’s going to require a long time
to help these people rebuild.

And thank you for your spirit.

Mr. Vaccarella. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent.

The President. It’s an amazing country,
isn’t it, where

Mr. Vaccarella. 1t is. You know, it’s really
amazing when a small man like me from St.
Bernard Parish can meet the President of the
United States. The President is a people per-
son. I knew that from the beginning. I was
confident that I could meet President Bush.

And my mission was very simple. I wanted
to thank President Bush for the millions of
FEMA trailers that were brought down
there. They gave roofs over people’s head.
People had the chance to have baths—air
condition. We have TV; we have toiletry; we
have things that are necessities that we can
live upon.

But now, I wanted to remind the President
that the job’s not done, and he knows that.
And T just don’t want the Government and
President Bush to forget about us. And I just
wish the President could have another term
in Washington.

The President. Wait a minute. [Laughter]

Mr. Vaccarella. You know, I wish you had
another 4 years, man. If we had this Presi-
dent for another 4 years, I think we’'d be
great. But we're going to move on.

Mr. President, it’s been my pleasure.

The President. Youre a good man,
Rockey. Thank you all.

Myr. Vaccarella. You are too. Thanks a

bunch.




