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Message on the 90th Anniversary of
the National Park Service

August 24, 2006

I send greetings to those celebrating the
90th anniversary of the National Park Serv-
ice.

Americans take great pride in our coun-
try’s natural and historic treasures, and the
National Park Service plays an important role
in ensuring that our rich heritage is preserved
and enjoyed for generations to come. Since
its establishment in 1916, the National Park
Service has grown to include almost 400 sites,
with parks in nearly every state. These parks
protect beautiful landscapes, tell important
stories about our country’s past, and encour-
age our citizens to conserve our natural envi-
ronment and celebrate our national history.

Over the past five years, the National Park
Service has made significant progress in con-
serving our natural resources and improving
the condition of park facilities. I call on all
Americans to help in these efforts and to en-
hance our parks as we get ready for the Na-
tional Park Services” centennial celebration.
Through continued cooperation and partner-
ship, our national parks can endure for the
next 100 years and beyond.

I appreciate the volunteers and employees
of the National Park Service who dedicate
their time and talents to maintaining and en-
hancing our national parks. Your efforts help
advance environmental stewardship, pro-
mote outdoor recreation, and preserve our
national memory.

Laura and I send our best wishes on this
special occasion.

George W. Bush

NoOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on August 25. An original
was not available for verification of the content
of this message.
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Memorandum on the Future of
America’s National Parks

August 24, 2006

Memorandum for the Secretary of the
Interior

Subject: The Future of America’s National
Parks

In honoring its 90th anniversary, I have
called on the National Park Service, and
every American, to continue the cooperation
necessary for our vibrant national parks to
endure for the next 100 years and beyond.

Over the past 5 years, the National Park
Service has built a strong foundation for the
future, with 6,000 park improvements com-
pleted or underway. We should further en-
hance our national parks during the decade
leading up to the 2016 centennial celebra-
tion.

Therefore, I direct you to establish specific
performance goals for our national parks
that, when achieved, will help prepare them
for another century of conservation, preser-
vation, and enjoyment. These goals should
integrate the assessments of the past 5 years
used in monitoring natural resources and im-
proving the condition of park facilities. You
are to identify signature projects and pro-
grams that are consistent with these goals
and that continue the National Park Service
legacy of leveraging philanthropic, partner-
ship, and government investments for the
benefit of national parks and their visitors.

You are directed to consult with the Direc-
tor of the Office of Management and Budget
and the Chairman of the Council on Envi-
ronmental Quality as appropriate in imple-
menting this memorandum. I encourage you
to invite and receive suggestions from those
who desire to preserve the scenic, cultural,
historical, geological, and recreational values
of our national parks.

You are to report the results of the imple-
mentation of this memorandum to me by

May 31, 2007.

George W. Bush

NoOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on August 25. An origi-
nal was not available for verification of the content
of this memorandum.



