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We fight for this day, because the security
of our own citizens depends on it. This is
the great ideological struggle of the 21st cen-
tury—and it is the calling of our generation.
All civilized nations are bound together in
this struggle between moderation and extre-
mism. By coming together, we will roll back
this grave threat to our way of life. We will
help the people of the Middle East claim
their freedom, and we will leave a safer and
more hopeful world for our children and our
grandchildren.

God bless.

NoTE: The President spoke at 1:15 p.m. at the
Capital Hilton Hotel. In his remarks, he referred
to Gen. John W. Hendrix, USA, (Ret.), chairman
of the board, and Vice Adm. Norbert R. Ryan,
Jr., USN, (Ret.), president, Military Officers Asso-
ciation of America; President Mahmud Ahmadi-
nejad of Iran; and A.Q. Khan, former head of
Pakistan’s nuclear weapons program.

Remarks on the Nomination of Mary
Peters To Be Secretary of
Transportation

September 5, 2006

The President. Good afternoon and wel-
come to the White House. I'm pleased to
announce that I intend to nominate Mary Pe-
ters to be the next Secretary of Transpor-
tation.

Our Nation’s transportation infrastructure
is vital to our prosperity and competitiveness;
it’s critical to the everyday lives of our citi-
zens. The Secretary of Transportation is re-
sponsible for maintaining a safe, reliable, and
efficient transportation system. In addition,
the Secretary of Transportation plays an im-
portant role in our Nation’s coordinated ef-
forts to guard against terrorist threats to our
aircraft, our seaports, and our infrastructure.
It is the job that requires vision and strong
leadership.

Mary Peters is the right person for this
job. She brings a lifetime of experience on
transportation issues, from both the private
and public sectors. She now serves as a senior
executive for transportation policy at a major
engineering firm. Before that, Mary served
in my administration as the head of the Fed-
eral Highway Administration. As Adminis-
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trator, Mary led efforts to improve safety and
security, reduce traffic congestion, and mod-
ernize America’s roads and bridges.

And before coming to Washington, Mary
served in the Arizona Department of Trans-
portation for more than 15 years, rising
through the ranks to become the director in
1998. Mary has a reputation for character
and common sense. She’s an innovative
thinker. She knows how to set priorities and
to solve problems. And as a member of my
Cabinet, Mary will work closely with State
and local leaders to ensure that America has
a state-of-the-art transportation system that
meets the needs of our growing economy.

When confirmed by the Senate, Mary will
succeed one of our Nation’s finest Secre-
taries of Transportation in Norm Mineta.
When I came to Washington, I asked Norm
to continue his service by joining my Cabinet.
And he shows that when we put politics
aside, people from different political parties
can work together to achieve results for the
American people.

He was the Secretary of Transportation on
September the 11th, 2001, and he led the
unprecedented effort to bring tens of thou-
sands of passengers aboard commercial air-
craft to safe landings. And since then, he’s
worked to strengthen the security at Amer-
ica’s airports and seaports. He’s played a crit-
ical role in keeping America safe from ter-
rorist attacks. Norm also worked hard to
modernize the aviation market. And after
Hurricane Katrina, Norm and his team
swung into action to repair and reopen major
highways and seaports and airports and pipe-
lines along America’s gulf coast.

Norm Mineta has served America with in-
tegrity and dedication and distinction. He
leaves office as the longest-serving Secretary
of Transportation in our Nation’s history. I
appreciate Norm’s lifetime of service to our
country. I wish him and Deni and all his fam-
ily all the best. T also want to thank Maria
Cino for her outstanding leadership of the
Department since Norm stepped down in
July.

Mary Peters knows the legacy she has to
live up to at the Department of Transpor-
tation. She will take this new post during a
time of historic challenges for our economy
and our transportation system. I want to
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thank Mary for her willingness to serve yet
again. She’s going to make an outstanding
Secretary of Transportation, and I call upon
the United States Senate to confirm her
promptly. Congratulations.

[At this point, Secretary-designate Peters
made brief remarks.]

The President. Good job, thank you.
Thank you all.

NotTE: The President spoke at 2:36 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Danealia “Deni” Mineta,
wife of former Secretary of Transportation Nor-
man Y. Mineta; and Maria Cino, Acting Secretary
of Transportation. The transcript released by the
Office of the Press Secretary also included the
remarks of Secretary-designate Peters.

Statement on the Resignation of

Mark B. McClellan as Administrator
of the Centers for Medicare &
Medicaid Services

September 5, 2006

Mark McClellan has served my adminis-
tration in a number of pivotal positions and
in doing so has bettered the lives of millions
of Americans. He played an instrumental role
in transforming the Nation’s health care sys-
tem, and his efforts will continue to make
a difference for generations.

Mark first served as a member of my
Council of Economic Advisors, focusing on
health care and related economic issues. He
then became head of the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration, where he provided steady lead-
ership to empower consumers and to ensure
rapid access to products that are safe and
effective. For the last 2% years, Mark has
run the Center for Medicare and Medicaid
Services in the Department of Health and
Human Services. As CMS Administrator,
Mark was critical in the successful imple-
mentation of the Medicare prescription drug
benefit—the most important health care re-
form in 40 years. He has also worked to en-
sure that price and quality information are
available to consumers and led reforms that
brought principles of private sector competi-
tion to Government programs, thereby mov-
ing the country toward a system in which
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Americans will receive better care at lower
overall prices.

Mark has been a trusted adviser, and he
leaves behind a strong record of accomplish-
ment. I wish all the best to Mark, his wife,
Stephanie, and their children.

Proclamation 8046—National Days
of Prayer and Remembrance, 2006

September 5, 2006

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

This year, we mark the fifth anniversary
of the brutal and ruthless terrorist attacks
carried out against our Nation on September
11, 2001. We will always remember the thou-
sands of lives lost, and the innocent men,
women, and children forever changed by
those acts of evil. During these National
Days of Prayer and Remembrance, we honor
the heroism of the police officers, fire-
fighters, rescue personnel, members of the
military, and private citizens who responded
selflessly in the face of terror. We also honor
the courage and spirit of the mothers and
fathers, sons and daughters, brothers and sis-
ters, and husbands and wives who continue
to grieve for their irreplaceable loss.

As we pray for the families of the victims
and reflect upon that defining moment in our
history, we are inspired by the knowledge
that from the pain and sorrow of that Sep-
tember morning rose a Nation united by our
love for freedom. We remember that we are
a people determined to defend our way of
life and to care for our neighbors in need.
The scenes of distress and devastation we
witnessed in the heart of New York City, at
the Pentagon, and in Pennsylvania were over-
come by sacrifice, bravery, and compassion.
We resolved to answer history’s call to bring
justice to our enemies and to ensure the sur-
vival and success of liberty. Since that day,
we have confronted a murderous ideology by
taking the fight to our adversaries and by
spreading the universal hope of freedom to
millions around the world.

We are grateful for the service and sac-
rifice of the men and women of our Armed



