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and endless second-guessing. The party of
FDR and the party of Harry Truman has be-
come the party of cut-and-run.

Our party’s record is clear. We see the
stakes. We understand the nature of the
enemy. We know that the enemy wants to
attack us again. We will not wait to respond
to the enemy. We're not going to wait for
them to attack us in order to respond. We
will fight them wherever they make a stand.
We will settle for nothing less than victory.

Thanks for coming. God bless.

NotE: The President spoke at 1:34 p.m. at the
Birmingham Jefferson Convention Complex. In
his remarks, he referred to Mayor Tony Petelos
of Hoover, AL; former President Saddam Hussein
of Iraq; and Usama bin Laden, leader of the Al
Qaida terrorist organization.

Statement on Senate Action on the
“Military Commissions Act of 2006”
September 28, 2006

Today the Senate sent a strong signal to
the terrorists that we will continue using
every element of national power to pursue
our enemies and to prevent attacks on Amer-
ica. The Military Commissions Act of 2006
will allow the continuation of a CIA program
that has been one of America’s most potent
tools in fighting the war on terror. Under this
program, suspected terrorists have been de-
tained and questioned about threats against
our country. Information we have learned
from the program has helped save lives at
home and abroad. By authorizing the cre-
ation of military commissions, the act will
also allow us to prosecute suspected terrorists
for war crimes.

Our most solemn responsibility is pro-
tecting America’s security, and I thank the
Senate for passing this vital legislation.

NOTE: The statement referred to S. 3930.

Message on the Observance of Yom
Kippur, 5767
September 28, 2006

Know therefore that the LORD your God
is God, the faithful God who keeps covenant
and steadfast love with those who love him
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and keep his commandments, to a thousand
generations . . .

Deuteronomy 7:9

On this most holy day of the Jewish cal-
endar, Jews celebrate God’s goodness and re-
flect on their lives. Yom Kippur is a solemn
time to express thanksgiving that the Al-
mighty remembers the names of all His chil-
dren. During this blessed Day of Atonement,
Jewish people gather in synagogues, consider
their deeds and actions, and celebrate as the
sound of the Shofar proclaims the forgiveness
and mercy shown by the Creator of life.

As the High Holy Days come to an end,
the Jewish people in America and around the
world remind us of the gift of religious free-
dom and the blessings of God’s steadfast
love. On Yom Kippur and throughout the
year, your deep commitment to faith helps
make the world a more hopeful and peaceful
place.

Laura and I send our best wishes for a
blessed Yom Kippur.

George W. Bush

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message.

Proclamation 8057—Child Health
Day, 2006
September 28, 2006

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

America’s young people enjoy a future of
hope and promise, and we must be com-
mitted to supporting them through each op-
portunity and challenge they face ahead.
Each year on Child Health Day, we empha-
size the importance of keeping our children
safe, encouraging them to practice healthy
habits, and educating and empowering them
to avoid risky behavior.

Parents are children’s first teachers, and
they play a crucial role in promoting good
health and helping young people grow into
responsible, moral, and productive adults. Vi-
olence, illegal drugs, alcohol, smoking, and
early sexual activity are some of the top
causes of disease and early death among our
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youth. By being vigilant and talking with their
children about the issues they face, parents
can teach children to make the right deci-
sions when they are challenged by peer pres-
sure or tempted to participate in dangerous
activities.

My Administration recognizes the impor-
tance of investing in the health and well-
being of our young people, and we remain
committed to helping our children build
healthy and successful lives. Through the
Helping America’s Youth Initiative, led by
First Lady Laura Bush, we are encouraging
children to make good choices, educating
parents and communities on the importance
of positive youth development, and sup-
porting organizations that are dedicated to
the success of America’s children.

Every day, parents strive to raise their chil-
dren to be strong and successful adults. By
working together, families, teachers, men-
tors, and government and community leaders
can help ensure young people enjoy the op-
portunity to have long and healthy lives.

The Congress, by a joint resolution ap-
proved May 18, 1928, as amended (36 U.S.C.
105), has called for the designation of the
first Monday in October as “Child Health
Day” and has requested the President to
issue a proclamation in observance of this
day.

>11\10w Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim Monday, October 2,
2006, as Child Health Day. I call upon fami-
lies, schools, child health professionals, faith-
based and community organizations, and
State and local governments to reach out to
our Nation’s young people, encourage them
to avoid dangerous behavior, and help make
the right choices to achieve their dreams.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-eighth day of Sep-
tember, in the year of our Lord two thousand
six, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and thir-
ty-first.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., October 3, 2006]

NoTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on October 4.
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Remarks to the Reserve Officers
Association
September 29, 2006

Thanks, Captain Smith, for your kind in-
troduction. Thank you all for being here, and
thank you for the warm welcome. I am hon-
ored to stand with the men and women of
the Reserve Officers Association. For more
than 80 years, this organization has stood up
for America and its citizen soldiers, and I ap-
preciate your contribution to our country.
We're safer because you stand ready to put
on the uniform. I am grateful for your serv-
ice, and I am proud to be your Commander
in Chief.

I want to speak to you today about the
struggle between moderation and extremism
that is unfolding across the broader Middle
East. At this moment, terrorists and extrem-
ists are fighting to overthrow moderate gov-
ernments in the region so they can take con-
trol of countries and use them as bases from
which to attack America and from which to
impose their hateful ideology. This is the
challenge of our time. This is the call of a
generation, to stand against the extremists
and support moderate leaders across the
broader Middle East, to help us all secure
a future of peace.

This week in Washington, I met with two
courageous leaders who are working for
peace, President Karzai of Afghanistan and
President Musharraf of Pakistan. These lead-
ers understand the stakes in the struggle, in
the ideological struggle of the 21st century.
They understand the stakes from a personal
perspective as well, since the extremists have
tried to assassinate them. They are coura-
geous people. They have seen the destruction
that terrorists have caused in their own coun-
try, and they know this, that the only way
to stop them is to work together and to stay
on the offense. By standing with brave lead-
ers like these, we are defending civilization
itself and we’re building a more peaceful
world for our children and grandchildren.

I appreciate very much the Ambassador
from Afghanistan, Ambassador Jawad, and
Ambassador Durrani from Pakistan for join-
ing us here today. Thank you all for coming.
I appreciate members of my administration
who have joined us. I appreciate people



