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first comprehensive energy bill in more than 
a decade. 

My Administration’s Advanced Energy 
Initiative seeks to diversify energy resources 
by substantially increasing funding for clean- 
energy research. To change how we power 
our homes and offices, we will invest more 
in zero-emission coal-fired plants, revolu-
tionary solar and wind technologies, and 
clean, safe nuclear energy. We will focus on 
improving hybrid and hydrogen technologies 
for our automobiles and increasing the use 
of biofuels. By harnessing the power of tech-
nology, we can grow our economy, protect 
our environment, and enhance our energy 
security. 

Technology is also helping develop new 
energy-saving products that give our con-
sumers better performance at a lower cost. 
At home, energy-efficient windows reduce 
the loss of hot and cold air, and high effi-
ciency light-bulbs last longer than traditional 
bulbs while requiring less electricity. The 
Federal Government’s Energy Savers 
website, energysavers.gov, offers more infor-
mation about how to use less energy in 
homes, offices, and vehicles, and how con-
sumers can save money on energy costs. 

Meeting our growing energy needs will re-
quire creativity, determination, and dis-
cipline. By working together, we can foster 
economic growth, improve our environment, 
and leave behind a safer, cleaner, more pros-
perous world for future generations. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim October 2006 as 
National Energy Awareness Month. I en-
courage Americans to take steps to conserve 
energy and develop responsible habits that 
will reduce energy consumption in their ev-
eryday lives. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twelfth day of October, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand six, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-first. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:51 a.m., October 16, 2006] 

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the 
Federal Register on October 17. 

Proclamation 8069—White Cane 
Safety Day, 2006 
October 12, 2006 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Our Nation believes in the promise of all 

our citizens, and we must work to ensure that 
the opportunities of America are more acces-
sible to every person. Many Americans who 
are blind or visually impaired use white canes 
to enable them to enjoy greater mobility, en-
gage in productive work, and participate fully 
in all aspects of life. On White Cane Safety 
Day, we celebrate the many achievements of 
Americans who are blind or visually im-
paired, and we recognize the white cane as 
an important symbol of their determination 
and independence. 

My Administration remains committed to 
removing barriers that confront Americans 
with disabilities. Since we launched the New 
Freedom Initiative 5 years ago, we have 
worked to improve access to community life, 
expand educational opportunities, strengthen 
training and employment services, and pro-
mote the development of technology for peo-
ple with disabilities. We are building on the 
progress of the Americans with Disabilities 
Act and working to make America a place 
where all citizens have the opportunity to re-
alize their full potential. 

The Congress, by joint resolution (Public 
Law 88–628) approved on October 6, 1964, 
as amended, has designated October 15 of 
each year as ‘‘White Cane Safety Day.’’ 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim October 15, 2006, as 
White Cane Safety Day. I call upon public 
officials, business leaders, educators, librar-
ians, and all the people of the United States 
to join as we work to ensure that the benefits 
and privileges of life in our great Nation are 
available to Americans who are blind or vis-
ually impaired, and to observe this day with 
appropriate ceremonies, activities, and pro-
grams. 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 13:27 Oct 17, 2006 Jkt 208250 PO 00000 Frm 00050 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P41OCT4.013 P41OCT4



1815 Administration of George W. Bush, 2006 / Oct. 13 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twelfth day of October, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand six, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-first. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:51 a.m., October 16, 2006] 

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the 
Federal Register on October 17. 

Statement on Signing the Rio Grande 
Natural Area Act 
October 12, 2006 

Today, I have signed into law S. 56, the 
‘‘Rio Grande Natural Area Act.’’ The Act es-
tablishes the Rio Grande Natural Area in 
Colorado to help protect natural resources 
on Federal and non-Federal lands. 

The Act establishes a commission to per-
form specified functions relating to the Nat-
ural Area. The Commission consists of nine 
individuals appointed by the Secretary of the 
Interior, of whom one must represent the 
Colorado State Director of the Bureau of 
Land Management, one must be a specified 
Federal employee, three must be appointed 
on the recommendation of the Governor of 
Colorado to represent various Colorado gov-
ernmental entities, and four must be knowl-
edgeable, experienced local citizens to rep-
resent the general public. Thus, the Act lim-
its the qualifications of the pool of persons 
from whom the Secretary may select ap-
pointees to the Commission in a manner that 
rules out a large portion of those persons best 
qualified by experience and knowledge to fill 
the positions, which the Appointments 
Clause of the Constitution does not permit 
if the appointees exercise significant govern-
mental authority. To faithfully execute the 
Act to the maximum extent consistent with 
the Appointments Clause, the executive 
branch shall construe the provisions of the 
Act specifying functions for the Commission 
as specifying functions that are advisory only. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
October 12, 2006. 

NOTE: This statement was released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on October 13. S. 56, ap-
proved October 12, was assigned Public Law No. 
109–337. 

Statement on Signing the National 
Heritage Areas Act of 2006 
October 12, 2006 

Today, I have signed into law S. 203, the 
‘‘National Heritage Areas Act of 2006.’’ The 
Act establishes national heritage areas and 
reduces the royalty rate on certain minerals. 

A number of provisions of the Act purport 
to give to management entities or local co-
ordinating entities, composed of individuals 
who are not officers of the United States ap-
pointed in accordance with the Appoint-
ments Clause of the Constitution, significant 
governmental authority, such as authority to 
make grants from Federal appropriated 
funds to implement management plans for 
heritage areas. As is consistent with the Ap-
pointments Clause and with requirements in 
the Act concerning approval by the Secretary 
of the Interior of the management plans, the 
executive branch shall construe the provi-
sions to require exercise by the Secretary of 
the Interior of the significant governmental 
authority given by the provisions, specifically 
including the exercise by the Secretary of 
final authority over any disbursement of Fed-
eral appropriated funds by a management 
entity or local coordinating entity. 

George W. Bush 
The White House, 
October 12, 2006. 

NOTE: This statement was released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on October 13. S. 203, ap-
proved October 12, was assigned Public Law No. 
109–338. 

Remarks on Signing the SAFE Port 
Act 
October 13, 2006 

Thank you all. Please be seated. Thank 
you, and welcome. I’m pleased to have you 
here as I sign a bill that will help protect 
the American people and our ports. The 
SAFE Port Act will make this Nation more 
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