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consequences of World War II. See, like your 
relatives, my dad joined the Navy after our 
country was attacked. That’s what’s hap-
pening today, by the way. Thousands of 
young Americans have joined the military; 
many have reenlisted; a lot are continuing 
to join, because they understand the Nation 
was under attack. 

Same thing happened in the forties. And 
like your relatives and my dad, thousands 
fought—thousands died in a bloody conflict. 
I think it’s—found it really interesting when 
I was flying on Air Force One to Memphis, 
talking to the Prime Minister of the former 
enemy about keeping the peace. See, we 
were talking about North Korea, how we can 
work together to make sure the Korean Pe-
ninsula is nuclear-weapons free. We were 
talking about the fact that Japan has 1,000 
troops in Iraq. See, the Prime Minister 
knows what I know, that when you find a 
young democracy that’s willing to reject ex-
tremists and radicals, it’s in our interest, it’s 
in our mutual interests as free societies to 
support societies based upon liberty. We 
talked about the scourge of HIV/AIDS on 
the continent of Africa, and why our nations 
ought to be involved with helping to eradi-
cate that pandemic. To whom much is given, 
much is required. See, that’s what we were 
talking about, the peace. 

Isn’t it interesting? My dad fought the Jap-
anese, and his son is talking about keeping 
the peace. Something happened. What hap-
pened was, Japan adopted a Japanese-style 
democracy. The lesson is, liberty has got the 
capacity to transform enemies into allies. 
Liberty has got the capacity to transform a 
region of hopelessness and despair into a re-
gion of light and optimism. The best way to 
defeat this enemy in the long run is to deny 
them the recruiting tools and recruitments 
made possible by resentment and hatred. 
Liberty is a powerful force. 

Someday, elected officials in the United 
States will be sitting down with duly elected 
leaders in the Middle East talking about how 
to keep the peace, and a generation of Amer-
icans is going to be better off for it. 

The stakes are high in the election. And 
I thank you for giving me a chance to come 
and visit with you and talk about the stakes. 
And I ask you to go—go from here and find 

fellow Republicans and discerning Demo-
crats and wise independents, and tell them 
we have an obligation to vote, and make sure 
they clearly understand the stakes. If you 
want your taxes low, if you want more money 
in your pocket so you can save, spend, or 
invest, vote for John Ensign and Dean Hell-
er. 

Remind them that we’re at war. And if you 
want your Government to do everything in 
our power to protect you and to stay on the 
offense and to lay the foundation of peace 
for generations to come, you vote for Dean 
Heller and you vote for John Ensign. 

I can’t wait to tell Laura how much fun 
it was to come to Elko. You got beautiful 
country here, and you got great people. And 
it’s my honor to be with you. 

God bless you, and God bless the United 
States. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:35 p.m. at the 
Elko Regional Airport. In his remarks, he referred 
to Mayor Michael J. Franzoia of Elko, NV, and 
his wife, Anita; former President Saddam Hussein 
of Iraq; Usama bin Laden, leader of the Al Qaida 
terrorist organization; and former Prime Minister 
Junichiro Koizumi of Japan. 

Proclamation 8081—World Freedom 
Day, 2006 
November 2, 2006 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
On November 9, 1989, the Berlin Wall was 

torn down by the desire of a people to be 
free. On World Freedom Day, we com-
memorate this historic event and reflect on 
liberty’s power to change lives and raise soci-
eties. 

After decades of oppression, the fall of the 
Berlin Wall brought the light of liberty to 
the people of East Berlin, and the events that 
followed set the course for a new era of free-
dom in Germany and in much of Central and 
Eastern Europe. Today, we again face an ide-
ological struggle with the enemies of free-
dom, democracy, and moderation. In this 
struggle, America will continue to stand with 
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those who seek to build societies where peo-
ple live in freedom and at peace with each 
other and the world. 

The collapse of the Berlin Wall dem-
onstrated that when liberty flourishes, na-
tions become more tolerant, hopeful, and se-
cure. On World Freedom Day, we celebrate 
the power of freedom and democracy. We 
are also reminded that free countries have 
the responsibility to work together to protect 
the fundamental rights of all people and help 
others realize the blessings of liberty. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim November 9, 
2006, as World Freedom Day. I call upon 
the people of the United States to observe 
this day with appropriate ceremonies and ac-
tivities, reaffirming our dedication to free-
dom and democracy. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this second day of November, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand six, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-first. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., November 6, 2006] 

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the 
Federal Register on November 7. 

Remarks at a Missouri Victory 2006 
Rally in Springfield, Missouri 
November 3, 2006 

The President. Thank you all. Thanks for 
coming. Thank you for the warm welcome. 
It’s good to be back here in southwest Mis-
souri. This isn’t my first time here. It’s not 
going to be my last time here, either. The 
reason why is, I like the people from this 
part of the world. Good, down-to-earth, com-
monsense people live in southwest Missouri. 
And that’s the kind of Senator you need in 
Washington, DC, from this State—good and 
decent, down-to-earth and talented. 

I appreciate you coming, giving me a 
chance to share with you some of my 
thoughts about Jim Talent. I’ve gotten to 

know him. He’s effective. He’s a leader. He 
does not need to take a political opinion poll 
to tell him where to stand. I want to thank 
you for supporting him, and I urge you to 
turn out the vote for Jim Talent. Jim’s elec-
tion will be good for Missouri, and it will 
be good for the United States of America. 

I not only feel that way in my family; so 
does Laura. She sends her love to our friends 
here in Missouri. She sends her support to 
the Talents, and she, like me, urges you to 
get out and vote on November the 7th. 

I’m proud to be here with Brenda Talent 
and their daughter, Chrissy. I don’t know if 
you know much about the Talent family, but 
this man puts his family first. He just doesn’t 
talk family values; he lives family values. And 
that’s the kind of Senator you need from the 
State of Missouri. 

I’m proud to be here with the Governor, 
this boy’s son—that boy’s son. Where is the 
Governor? Blunt—how you doing, Blunt? 
Governor Matt Blunt. It looks like it’s—[ap-
plause]. People from this part of the world 
know how to find and elect and nourish good 
public servants. You not only nourished one 
Blunt; you nourished another Blunt. I’m 
proud to be up here with the majority whip 
of the United States Congress, Congressman 
Roy Blunt. 

I want to thank an effective Senator for 
joining us today. He’s the senior Senator 
from Missouri. He doesn’t like me to empha-
size the senior part. He is—[laughter]—he 
likes—he, like Jim Talent, every time I’m 
around him, talk about one thing, what’s 
good for Missouri—and that’s Senator Kit 
Bond. 

I want to thank the Lieutenant Governor, 
Peter Kinder, for joining us. I appreciate all 
the elected officials. I want to thank all the 
grassroots activists who are here. Grassroots 
activists are those who put up the signs, those 
who make the phone calls, those who turn 
out the vote. When Jim Talent wins, it’s going 
to be because he’s a man of character, be-
cause he’s got good ideas, and because you’re 
going to help turn out the vote to get him 
elected on November the 7th. 

We’re going to sprint to the finish line. 
We got 4 days to go. What’s interesting, how-
ever, is in Washington, DC, the pundits have 
already decided who’s going to win. 
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