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I repeat, this is a good agreement for the
United States. And equally important, it’s a
good agreement for Russia, and it’s a good
agreement for the international trading com-
munity. And I thank you very much, Vladi-
mir, for working hard on this agreement.

As usual, we've had a very important dia-
log. And we talked about common interests
and how we can work together to solve some
of the world’s problems, including North
Korea and Iran. And I want to thank you
for your time and friendship.

President Putin. On my part, I would like
to add that we’ve been in the process of dif-
ficult and lengthy work, 5 years of intense
effort which has been culminated today with
the signing of a protocol on Russia’s acces-
sion to the World Trade Organization, which
has been a successful outcome of this effort.

And I would like to underscore that this
would not have been possible to achieve
without expert and professional involvement
both on the side of the U.S. and Russia, and
without good will expressed in this—should
I say, in the right term would be to use
here—very businesslike approach in their

dealing.

On top of that, it would not have been
possible without a political will, which has
been here expressed by the President of the
United States of America. And I agree with
you, George, that this lays out very favorable
conditions to us to jointly tackle the very per-
tinent and acute problems of international
relations together.

It also lays out favorable conditions to fur-
ther develop the scope and volume of com-
merce and economic interaction between the
business partners—between our two coun-
tries involved with other countries.

NoTE: The President spoke at 4:16 p.m. at the
Sheraton Hanoi. In his remarks, he referred to
Minister of Economic Development and Trade
German Oskarovich Gref of Russia; and Ambas-
sador Susan C. Schwab, U.S. Trade Representa-
tive. President Putin spoke in Russian, and his
remarks were translated by an interpreter.
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Thank you all very much for—thank you
very much for joining me and the Secretary
of State. I find it really interesting that my
first meeting in Ho Chi Minh City is at the
stock exchange, and I'm meeting with entre-
preneurs, people who have taken a look at
the markets in Vietham and have decided
that this is a good place to invest.

I want to thank you all for coming to share
some of your stories with me. I'm very inter-
ested in hearing what the opportunities are
like and the obstacles you face and how, per-
haps, the United States can help foster the
market economy that is growing here.

I must tell you, I am, first of all, unbeliev-
ably grateful for the welcome that Laura and
I have been received with here in Ho Chi
Minh City—I've never seen as many people
line the streets with such a friendly attitude.
Secondly, when I read about the recent eco-
nomic history of Vietnam, I am amazed at
the size of the growth and the fact that are
people are beginning to realize dreams. I rec-
ognize that some of you here at the table
were born in Vietnam, came to the United
States in the midseventies, and have decided
to return. And I'm really interested in hear-
ing what that has been like and the contrast
in lifestyles and why you made the decisions
you made.

And I do want to hear from you all.

NoTE: The President spoke at 9:15 a.m. at the
Ho Chi Minh City Securities Trading Center.
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Laura and I are honored to be here at the
center of an effort to help Vietnam battle
HIV/AIDS. And Doctor, thank you for this
wonderful tour. We've got a comprehensive
strategy involved through our PEPFAR pro-
gram with the country. We've got a very



