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Week Ending Friday, April 27, 2007

Statement on Earth Day
April 20, 2007

As we observe the 38th Earth Day this
Sunday, we celebrate the rich blessings of
our Nation’s natural resources, and we renew
our commitment to protecting our environ-
ment so we leave our children and grand-
children a flourishing land.

By encouraging cooperative conservation,
innovation, and new technologies, my admin-
istration has compiled a strong environ-
mental record. This Earth Day, harmful air
pollutant levels are down more than 10 per-
cent since 2001. Millions more Americans
are drinking cleaner, safer water. We have
removed hazardous fuels from more than 19
million acres of Federal land. We have cre-
ated, restored, or protected more than 2.5
million acres of wetlands, and we have con-
served almost 200 million of acres of habitat
through Farm Bill conservation programs.
And we are taking positive steps to confront
the important challenge of climate change.
Our work is not done. We also have a respon-
sibility to pass on to future generations our
commitment to the environment.

To do so, we must ensure that future gen-
erations have a strong connection to nature.
This will require working together to protect
and conserve not only nationally significant
natural wonders but also local parks, ponds,
and working lands where parents and men-
tors can teach young people about the out-
doors through recreational activities such as
fishing, hunting, biking, and nature watching.
And we must also encourage Americans of
all ages to get involved in conservation-re-
lated volunteer activities.

I call on all Americans to commemorate
this Earth Day by recommitting to being
good stewards of our land and oceans. When
we do so, we take an important step forward
to a more vibrant future for our country.

NoOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

Proclamation 8130—National Crime
Victims’ Rights Week, 2007

April 20, 2007

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

National Crime Victims’ Rights Week is
an opportunity to underscore our commit-
ment to protecting the rights of crime victims
and to recognize those who bring hope and
healing to these individuals and their fami-
lies. During this week, we especially remem-
ber and mourn the victims of the senseless
acts of violence at Virginia Tech. A grieving
Nation honors the innocent lives lost in this
tragedy, and we pray for the families of the
victims.

My Administration is committed to help-
ing safeguard our communities and to ensur-
ing that the rights of those who have been
victimized by crime are protected. My Fam-
ily Justice Center Initiative, announced in
2003, is now providing assistance and serv-
ices for victims of domestic violence at cen-
ters nationwide. Additionally, last year I
signed into law the Adam Walsh Child Pro-
tection and Safety Act of 2006, which helps
protect our youth by increasing the penalties
for crimes against children and creating a Na-
tional Child Abuse Registry. My Administra-
tion also supports a Crime Victims’ Rights
Amendment to the Constitution to further
protect the basic rights of crime victims.

During National Crime Victims' Rights
Week and throughout the year, we remem-
ber and are grateful to our Nation’s victim
service providers, volunteers, law enforce-
ment, and community organizations that sup-
port victims of crime through their commit-
ment and compassion. To find out more in-
formation about victims’ rights and volunteer
opportunities,  individuals ~ may  visit
www.crimevictims.gov. Together, we can
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help ensure that crime victims have the rights
and protections they deserve.

Now, Therefore I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 22 through
April 28, 2007, as National Crime Victims’
Rights Week. I encourage all Americans to
help raise awareness and promote the cause
of victims’ rights in their communities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twentieth day of April, in the
year of our Lord two thousand seven, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirty-first.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:52 a.m., April 24, 2007]

NotE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on April 25. This item was not
received in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

Proclamation 8131—National Park
Week, 2007

April 20, 2007

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Americans take great pride in our coun-
try’s natural beauty, and our Nation is blessed
to have a park system of more than 80 million
acres that belongs to us all. During National
Park Week, we underscore our dedication to
conserving these national treasures, and we
pay tribute to the dedicated employees and
volunteers of the National Park Service who
care for them.

Established in 1916, the National Park
Service now oversees a National Park System
that has grown to include almost 400 sites,
with parks in nearly every State. These parks
protect beautiful landscapes, tell important
stories about our country’s past, and encour-
age our citizens to conserve our natural envi-
ronment and celebrate our national history.
They are places to learn, exercise, and spend
time with family and friends. Through her
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work with the Junior Rangers and the Na-
tional Park Foundation, First Lady Laura
Bush and others are working to expand ac-
cess to the riches of our parks.

In anticipation of the 100th anniversary of
the National Park Service in 2016, my Ad-
ministration has launched the National Parks
Centennial Initiative. The initiative calls
upon government, the private sector, and our
citizenry to share in an effort to help prepare
our parks for another century of conserva-
tion, preservation, and enjoyment. We will
work to enhance park habitats, expand visitor
services, increase educational opportunities,
implement new technologies, and hire addi-
tional seasonal park rangers. By maintaining
and improving our park system, we can en-
sure that our national parks will thrive for
the next 100 years and beyond.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 22 through
April 29, 2007, as National Park Week. This
year’s theme is “Your National Parks: Ex-
plore, Learn, and Protect.” I invite all my
fellow citizens to join me in celebrating
America’s national parks by visiting these
wonderful spaces, discovering all they have
to offer, and becoming active participants in
park conservation.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twentieth day of April, in the
year of our Lord two thousand seven, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirty-first.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:52 a.m., April 24, 2007]

NotE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on April 25. This item was not
received in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.
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Statement on the Death of
Representative Juanita
Millender-McDonald
April 22, 2007

Laura and I are deeply saddened by the
death of Congresswoman Juanita Millender-
McDonald of California. She was a dedicated
public servant who tirelessly and honorably
served her country for many years. We hold
Rep. Millender-McDonald’s family, friends,
staff, and constituents in our thoughts and
prayers.

Remarks Following a Meeting With
Military Leaders and an Exchange
With Reporters

April 23, 2007

The President. It’s my high honor to wel-
come General David Petraeus back to the
Oval Office, and I appreciate Deputy Sec-
retary England and General Pace joining us.
General Petraeus has taken on a very impor-
tant assignment for the security of our coun-
try and for the peace of the world, and that
is to help this young Iraqi democracy become
stable, evolve into a country that can defend
itself and govern itself and serve as an ally
in this war against extremists and radicals
who wish to do us harm.

General Petracus has been there for a
brief period of time, on his second tour.
About a little over half of the troops—around
half of the troops he’s requested have arrived
on the scene. These troops are all aimed at
helping the Iragi Government find the
breathing space necessary to do what the
people want them to do, and that is to rec-
oncile and move forward with a government
of and by and for the Iraqi people. So, Gen-
eral Petraeus, we welcome you here.

Gen. David H. Petraeus. Thank you.

The President. 1t's a tough time there,
as the General will tell the Congress. He’s
here not only to check in with me and other
members of my team, but also, he’ll be going
up to the Hill, going up to the joint session
of the Congress to brief the Members, both
Republican and Democrat, about what’s
going right and what’s not going right. He’s
a straightforward man who is implementing
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a very good plan to achieve our strategic ob-
jectives.

As the General will tell the folks on Capitol
Hill, there’s been some progress. There’s
been some horrific bombings, of course.
There’s also a decline in sectarian violence.
And T appreciate you coming, and I really
thank you and your family for your service
to our country.

I'll answer a couple of questions. Deb
[Deb Riechmann, Associated Press].

Emergency Supplemental Appropriations

Q. Mr. President, Senator Reid says you're
in denial about Iraq and that Congress is
going to pass a bill that includes a fair and
reasonable timetable for withdrawal. Could
you compromise? Could you accept anything
that looks like that at all?

The President. 1 believe strongly that
politicians in Washington shouldn’t be telling
generals how to do their job, and I believe
artificial timetables of withdrawal would be
a mistake. A artificial timetable of withdrawal
would say to an enemy, just wait them out.
It would say to the Iraqis, dont do hard
things necessary to achieve our objectives.
And it would be discouraging for our troops.
And therefore, I will strongly reject a artifi-
cial timetable withdrawal and/or Washington
politicians trying to tell those who wear the
uniform how to do their job.

I will, of course, be willing to work with
the Congress, both Republicans and Demo-
crats, on a way forward. That’s what I said
during the Cabinet Room. But I also made
it clear that no matter how tough it may look,
that for the Congress to micromanage this
process is a mistake.

Steve [Steve Holland, Reuters].

Attorney General Alberto R. Gonzales

Q. The Attorney General is still getting a
lot of criticism over the U.S. attorneys situa-
tion. Was his explanation sufficient, or is
there more he needs to do to try to turn
things around?

The President. The Attorney General
went up and gave a very candid assessment
and answered every question he could pos-
sibly answer, honestly answer, in a way that
increased my confidence in his ability to do

the job.
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One of the things that’s important for the
American people to understand is that the
Attorney General has a right to recommend
to me to replace U.S. attorneys; U.S. attor-
neys serve at the pleasure of the President.
In other words, we have named them, and
I have the right to replace them with some-
body else. And as the investigation, the hear-
ings went forward, it was clear that the Attor-
ney General broke no law, did no wrong-
doing. And some Senators didn’t like his ex-
planation, but he answered as honestly as he
could. This is an honest, honorable man, in
whom I have confidence.

Thank you all for coming. General, it’s
good to have you here.

Gen. Petraeus. Great to be here, Mr.
President. Thank you.

NoTE: The President spoke at 9:44 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. Participating in
the meeting were Gen. David H. Petraeus, USA,
commanding general, Multi-National Force—
Iraq; Deputy Secretary of Defense Gordon Eng-
land; and Gen. Peter Pace, USMC, Chairman,
Joint Chiefs of Staff.

Remarks Following Discussions With
President Alan Garcia Perez of Peru

April 23,2007

President Bush. Que es mi honor para
recibir el Presidente de Peru. It's my honor
to receive the President of Peru. I appreciate
very much the President’s time. I thank you
for coming to visit the United States. Es hom-
bre muy amable. He talks—he gives good ad-
vice.

We talked about the neighborhood. As we
discussed, the United States wants the peo-
ple of South America to fully understand, we
care about their future, that we want there
to be prosperity in the region, that we respect
leaders who provide basic education and
health care. So we had a very constructive
conversation.

The President is here to urge the Con-
gress, both Republicans and Democrats, to
pass the free trade agreement with Peru, and
I urge them to vote yes. We talked about
our mutual desire to succeed in preventing
drugs from coming to the United States and
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preventing U.S. citizens from using drugs in
the first place.

The President’s got a very clear vision of
South America, and I really appreciated his
advice and his counsel. It always helps for
a person sitting here in the United States to
get clarity of what the environment is like.

And finally, T expressed our country’s
deepest condolence to the student, the Peru-
vian student who lost his life on the campus
at Virginia Tech. And our prayers go to this
person’s family, and we ask for God’s bless-
ings on the family.

Bienvenidos, hombre.

President Garcia. Thank you very much.
Thank you very much, Mr. President. First
of all, we would like to express our deepest
condolences to the United States and to you,
Mr. President, for all the victims that died
in Virginia Tech. A Peruvian student lost his
life there, and our prayers and our thoughts
are with their families.

Second of all, I am here in the United
States to promote the FTA between the
United States and Peru. It is vital for our
country. It is fundamental to continue this
path of growth and social redistribution that
we have started in my country.

We have achieved an 8 percent annual
growth in my country. This year, we're ex-
pecting a similar growth, 8 percent annually,
with a 1 percent inflation, which creates
more job opportunities. But this growth, as
towards development, needs a greater space
and a greater degree of investment, and for
that, the FTA is essential. It would help us
keep and maintain a strong democracy, a de-
mocracy that takes care of the poorest and
that provides work to the unemployed. It is
important to show the world that a democ-
racy, with investment leads to development.
And development is not achieved by becom-
ing static and not opening our doors to the
market.

The United States, ever since its Founding
Fathers, has had an ideal, a mission to the
world. In the forties, it sacrificed the lives
of many young people to achieve the free-
dom of the world. Nowadays, we need to
focus on democracy and free trade. And I
am sure that both Republicans and Demo-
crats would understand that this is key to the
mission the United States has for the world.
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President Bush and I talked about our con-
tribution to the hemisphere and to humanity,
to mankind, and that is the fight against drugs
and the fight against coke. We have started
a head-on fight against drug trafficking in my
country, against money laundering, and
against coca leaf production by offering farm-
ers alternative crops, which is a way for them
to earn a living in a just and legal way.

I have also congratulated President Bush
on the very intelligent action he took against
North Korea. It could have become a very
serious problem for the world had it not been
for the tactful intervention by the United
States and its allied countries.

President Bush. Thank you.

President Garcia. In his last trip to Latin
America, in spite of some political reactions,
which are typical, it has been essential to see
the President work with Brazil on ethanol
as the new fuel. This will help us refocus
on Latin America, which is very favorable for
the region.

If President Bush allows me, I am sure
that during the time that we will coexist as
Presidents, he will achieve great things in the
world. And he will visit Peru next year. But
thank you very much, Mr. President, for the
relationship we have of friendship. You are
a very nice person, and I'm sure that our
relationship will continue to grow.

Thank you very much.

President Bush. Thank you, sir. Thank
you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:06 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. President Garcia
spoke in Spanish, and his remarks were translated
by an interpreter. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language transcript
of these remarks.

Remarks Following a Meeting on
Medicare Prescription Drug Benefits

April 23,2007

Thank you all for coming. Today I have
been discussing the Medicare Part D reforms
that Congress passed and I signed and that
Mike Leavitt and a lot of other people helped
to implement.

This reform of Medicare has been a great
success. Most importantly, it’s been a great
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success for our senior citizens. The cost of
the prescription drug plan has been less than
anticipated. The individual stories about peo-
ple saving money and getting better health
care has warmed my heart.

It took a monumental effort by a lot of
citizens around the country to make the op-
tions that our seniors were given easy to un-
derstand. In other words, we reformed Medi-
care and gave seniors a lot of choices, and
it took a lot of loving Americans a lot of time
to make these choices available for our senior
citizens. Now that the plan is in place, 39
million have signed up for it, drug costs are
less than anticipated, and the cost to the tax-
payer is about $200 billion less than antici-
pated.

The lesson is, is that when you trust people
to make decisions in their lives, when you
have competition, it is likely you'll get lower
price and better quality. It is the spirit of
this reform that needs to be now extended
to Medicare overall.

The trustees report will be coming out
today on Social Security and Medicare. It will
make clear that senior citizens are in great
shape when it comes to the government mak-
ing their promises. It'll make clear that baby
boomers like me are in good shape, that the
government will meet its promises. But for
a younger generation of Americans, it sends
yet another warning signal to the United
States Congress that now is the time to work
to make sure the Social Security is solvent
for the future, as is Medicare.

And as we begin to think through solutions
for Medicare, we ought to make sure that
we remember the principles inherent in this
Medicare reform that has worked so well for
our seniors—and that principle is, competi-
tion works. Competition can lower price and
improve the quality of people who are a ben-
eficiary of such a plan.

Thank you all very much for coming.

NotE: The President spoke at 1:40 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House.
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Remarks Honoring the 2007 Super
Bowl Champion Indianapolis Colts
April 23, 2007

The President. Thank you all. Please be
seated. How about it? Like, the Indianapolis
Colts here on the South Lawn—congratula-
tions. Welcome to the Super Bowl champs.

I want to welcome Jim Irsay and Meg and
Carlie, Casey, and Kalen. I had the honor
of calling Jim after they won. I understand
how hard it is to be an owner of a sports
team and win. [Laughter] I never did it—
[laughter]—but he has, and I congratulate
the organization. I congratulate Bill Polian
as well. T want to thank all the front office
personnel, the schedulers, the ticket sellers,
the travel arrangers, the people who never
get any credit. I appreciate you being part
of a fine organization. And we’re here on the
South Lawn to congratulate you.

I congratulate the head coach of the Indi-
anapolis Colts, Tony Dungy. And I'm glad
his wife, Lauren, is here as well. Tony Dungy
is the first African American coach to ever
win a Super Bowl. That in itself is a great
honor. But interestingly enough, he is a man
who has used his—a position of notoriety to
behave in a quiet and strong way in the face
of personal tragedy that has influenced a lot
of our fellow citizens. And I want to thank
you for your courage.

Alphonso Jackson is here with us, Sec-
retary of the Department of Housing and
Urban Development. Prior to today, he told
me he was a Cowboy fan. [Laughter] Like,
what are you doing here, A.J.? Oh, okay, you
wanted to see the coach. All right, good. Yes.
I thank Randy Tobias, who was an executive
from Indianapolis but ran our HIV/AIDS ini-
tiative—by the way, helped people in Africa
receive antiretroviral drugs. When we came
in, there was 50,000 people receiving
antiretroviral drugs; now there’s 850,000
people receiving antiretroviral drugs. Tobias,
thank you for your compassion. Al Hubbard,
Economic Adviser to the President, is here
Indianapolis Colt fan.

I want to thank Members of the Congress
who have joined us today, starting with Sen-
ator Evan Bayh and Susan. It's good to see
the Bayh lads with them. Thank you all for
coming. Appreciate you being here. Dan
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Burton—appreciate you coming, Dan, and,
Samia, I'm glad you're here. Thanks for com-
ing, Samia. Mark Souder, Julia Carson, Mike
Pence, Baron Hill, Joe Donnelly, and Brad
Ellsworth—glad you all are here. Some of
these guys get elected for the first time, and
the first thing that happens is, the Indianap-
olis Colts win the Super Bowl. You're not
taking credit, are you? [Laughter]

I want to thank all the coaches who are
here. I want to thank the families of the Colt
family who have helped this organization
flourish. I want to—most of all, I want to
thank the players. I am proud of you; the
country is proud of you. The people from
Indiana have supported you, and you didn’t
let them down. As a matter fact, this is—
last time you won as Colts, though, was 1971.
Interesting, I thought about that. Most of you
weren’t even born. I was, and that’s when
they beat our Cowboys, A.]. [Laughter] But
you've—as Bill put it, he said, “Finally.” And
a lot of Indianapolis fans said, “Thank good-
ness.” They love to support this team, and
you didn’t let them down.

It was a pretty tough season, though, when
you think about it. It wasn’t one of these run-
aways. It looked like it was going to be a
runaway—>Secretary Rice, if you want to
come in, please, yes. So, like, youre a big
Dungy fan, aren’t you?

Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice.
Yes, sir.

The President. That's right; that's what
I thought.

So the season started off good, like you
won the first nine games, and then it ap-
peared this championship team was going to
fizzle; it wasn’t going to make it. And so
they—you lost four out of seven. And they
started to, like, write you off, right? They
kind of say—you probably—some of these
sports writers started to say, you know, well,
they don’t have what it takes; they can kind
of do okay until it comes to the big one, and
then they just don’t have the character nec-
essary to make it work. They did okay in the
wild card, and you move your way through
the playoffs, and then all of a sudden, the
guy on Super Bowl 41 runs the kickoff back.
[Laughter] Tm sure a lot of those skeptics
were saying, “Told you so; the Indianapolis
Colts, good players, fine people, just don’t
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have what it takes to win.” But as the coach
said, “Our guys just kept saying, ‘We're going
to fight; we're not going to be denied.” That
heart will take you a long way.”

And so this is a victory for good hearts—
good hearts off the field and good hearts on
the field. And we congratulate you. Thank
you for winning.

So a lot of people here in the White House
compound have been really looking forward
to seeing Peyton Manning. They wanted to
see a guy who gets more air time than I do.
[Laughter] I met Peyton Manning. He said,
“T'm going to be here during your Presi-
dency. We will be here having won the Super
Bowl.” And sure enough, he delivered. And,
Peyton, thank you for being a fine person
and a good quarterback.

I'm sure Marvin Harrison and Reggie
Wayne are saying, thanks for being a good
quarterback; thanks for getting us the ball.
After all, these two players ranked second
and third in the NFL in receiving in the—
during the regular season. That’s called bal-
anced attack, particularly when you added
that LSU guy, Joseph. Where’s Joseph?
There he is. Yes, sir. [Laughter] Congratula-
tions to you. Dominic Rhodes led the NFL
in rushing yards in the post-season. You had
people who can catch the ball, a guy who
can throw the ball, and people who can run
the ball.

People held your defense as suspect, but
not when it counted. I can remember all the
analysts saying, “Well, the defense is a little
short this year. They may have the offensive
firepower, but they can’t play on the other
side of the ball.” Until it mattered, and then
the defense stood up and helped this team
become a Super Bowl champ.

And so to the offense, congratulations on
doing what people expected. To the defense,
thanks for helping this team be here in the
White House as well.

It's good to be the presence of Adam
Vinatieri—again. [Laughter] The man knows
how to pick a winner—{laughter]—and help
contribute to a winner. You know, in 2005,
he didn’t make it to the White House, and
I asked why. It was a simple matter of he
and his wife were having a child. I hope the
kid is doing well.

Adam Vinatieri. Thank you.

513

The President. We're glad youre here,
Adam; thank you very much.

I appreciate what guard Ryan Lilja said.
He said, “The whole team has fought hard
the whole season, through ups and downs.”
Isn’t that what life is about; isn't it, really?
Through the ups—it’s easy to fight hard in
the ups. It's when the downs come that
you've got to be a fighter. He said, “I couldn’t
be prouder to be a part of this football team.”

And I couldn’t be prouder to welcome the
football team to the South Lawn of the White
House. I appreciate what this team does. I
appreciate the example you set. 1 appreciate
the fact that you understand that off the field,
a lot of people are looking at you to deter-
mine whether or not they want to be like

ou.

g I thank you very much for the “Bleed
Blood Blue Drive”—that’s hard for a guy
from west Texas to say—[laughter]—"Bleed
Blood Blue Drive,” in which you've encour-
aged 2,000 people to donate blood. I appre-
ciate the book drives that you've held to pro-
mote literacy in the State of Indiana. I appre-
ciate the food drives that you've held to fight
hunger in the State of Indiana. I appreciate
the Colts Football Fund.

Most of all, I appreciate you all. Thanks
for coming. God bless.

Jim Irsay. Mr. President, we have a spe-
cial gift to present to you from the Irsay fam-
ily and the Colts organization. I knew that
you'd love these specially made cowboy hats.
We have some special dedications inside
there for you, sir, and I hope you'll enjoy
it.

The President. Thank you. Thank you, sir.

Mr. Irsay. You're welcome.

The President. Pretty snazzy, huh?
[Laughter] Yes, thank you.

Tony Dungy. And on behalf of the team,
we got you a Bush Colts jersey. We normally
go number 1, but in this case, we had to
g0 43.

The President. Yes, that's right. Thank
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:08 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Jim Irsay, owner, Bill Polian, presi-
dent, Marvin Harrison and Reggie Wayne, wide
receivers, Joseph Addai, running back, Dominic
Rhodes, former running back, Adam Vinatieri,
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kicker, and Ryan Lilja, offensive guard, Indianap-
olis Colts; and Meg Coyle Irsay, wife of Jim Irsay,
and their daughters, Carlie, Casey, and Kalen.

Statement on the Death of
Boris Yeltsin
April 23, 2007

Laura and I are deeply saddened by the
death of former Russian President Boris
Yeltsin. President Yeltsin was an historic fig-
ure who served his country during a time of
momentous change. He played a key role as
the Soviet Union dissolved, helped lay the
foundations of freedom in Russia, and be-
came the first democratically elected leader
in that country’s history. I appreciate the ef-
forts that President Yeltsin made to build a
strong relationship between Russia and the
United States. We offer our sincerest condo-
lences to the Yeltsin family and to the Rus-
sian people.

Statement on the Identity Theft Task
Force Report
April 23, 2007

I commend Attorney General Alberto
Gonzales and Chairman of the Federal Trade
Commission Deborah Majoras for their work
on the Identity Theft Task Force report re-
leased today. The report is the culmination
of many months of hard work by numerous
Federal agencies. Identity theft is a serious
problem in America, and my administration
is working to combat this crime and to assist
its victims. I thank the Attorney General, the
Chairman, and their staffs for taking on this
difficult and important assignment.

Remarks on Congressional Action on
Emergency Supplemental
Appropriations

April 24, 2007

Good morning. Seventy-eight days ago, I
sent Congress a request for emergency war
funding that our troops urgently need. I
made it clear to Democratic leaders on Cap-
itol Hill that I'm willing to discuss our dif-
ferences on the way forward in Iraq. But I
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also made it clear, our troops should not be
caught in the middle of that discussion.

Yesterday Democratic leaders announced
that they plan to send me a bill that will fund
our troops only if we agree to handcuff our
generals, add billions of dollars in unrelated
spending, and begin to pull out of Iraq by
an arbitrary date. I'm disappointed that the
Democratic leadership has chosen this
course.

The bill they announced yesterday in-
cludes some of the worst parts of the meas-
ures they had earlier passed with narrow ma-
jorities in the House and the Senate. They
know I'm going to veto a bill containing these
provisions, and they know that my veto will
be sustained. But instead of fashioning a bill
I could sign, the Democratic leaders chose
to further delay funding our troops, and they
chose to make a political statement. That’s
their right, but it is wrong for our troops,
and it’s wrong for our country.

To accept the bill proposed by the Demo-
cratic leadership would be to accept a policy
that directly contradicts the judgment of our
military commanders. I strongly believe that
the Democrats” proposal would undermine
our troops and threaten the safety of the
American people here at home. And here is
why.

First, a proposal would mandate the with-
drawal of American troops beginning as early
as July 1st of this year, and no later than Oc-
tober 1st of this year, despite the fact that
General Petraeus has not yet received all the
reinforcements he needs. It makes no sense
to tell the enemy when you start to plan with-
drawing. If we were to do so, the enemy
would simply mark their calendars and begin
plotting how to take over a country when we
leave.

We know what could happen next. Just as
Al Qaida used Afghanistan as a base to plan
attacks of September the 11th, Al Qaida
could make Iraq a base to plan even more
deadly attacks. The lesson of 9/11 is that al-
lowing terrorists to find a sanctuary anywhere
in the world can have deadly consequences
on the streets of our own cities.

Precipitous withdrawal from Iraq is not a
plan to bring peace to the region or to make
our people safer at home. Instead, it would
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embolden our enemies and confirm their be-
lief that America is weak. It could unleash
chaos in Iraq that could spread across the
entire region. It would be an invitation to
the enemy to attack America and our friends
around the world. And, ultimately, a precipi-
tous withdrawal would increase the prob-
ability that American troops would one day
have to return to Iraq and confront an enemy
that’s even more dangerous.

Second, the Democratic leadership’s pro-
posal is aimed at restricting the ability of our
generals to direct the fight in Iraq. They've
imposed legislative mandates—they passed
legislative mandates telling them which en-
emies they can engage and which they can-
not. That means our commanders in the mid-
dle of a combat zone would have to take
fighting directions from legislators 6,000
miles away on Capitol Hill. The result would
be a marked advantage for our enemies and
a greater danger for our troops.

Third, the bill proposed by Democratic
leaders would spend billions of dollars on
projects completely unrelated to the war.
Proposed legislation does remove some of
the most egregious porkbarrel projects that
Democratic leaders had inserted in earlier
bills. Yet it still includes huge amounts of do-
mestic spending that has no place in an emer-
gency war funding bill. We should debate
those provisions on their own merits, during
the normal process, but funding for our
troops should not be held hostage while that
debate unfolds.

I know that Americans have serious con-
cerns about this war. People want our troops
to come home, and so do I. But no matter
how frustrating the fight can be and no mat-
ter how much we wish the war was over, the
security of our country depends directly on
the outcome in Iraq. The price of giving up
there would be paid in American lives for
years to come. It would be an unforgivable
mistake for leaders in Washington to allow
politics and impatience to stand in the way
of protecting the American people.

Last November, the American people said
they were frustrated and wanted change in
our strategy in Iraq. I listened. Today, Gen-
eral David Petraeus is carrying out a strategy
that is dramatically different from our pre-
vious course. The American people did not
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vote for failure, and that is precisely what
the Democratic leadership’s bill would guar-
antee.

It’s not too late for Congress to do the right
thing and to send me a bill that gives our
troops and their commanders the funds and
flexibility they need. I'm willing to meet with
leaders in Congress as many times as it takes
to resolve our differences. Yet if the Demo-
cratic leaders insist on using the bill to make
a political statement, they will leave me with
only one option: I will veto it. And then I'll
work with Congress to pass a clean bill that
funds our troops without handcuffing our
commanders, spending billions of dollars un-
related to the war, and forcing our Nation
to withdraw on the enemy’s terms.

Thank you.

NoTE: The President spoke at 11:13 a.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Gen. David H. Petracus, USA,
commanding general, Multi-National Force—
Iraq.

Remarks at the Harlem Village
Academy Charter School in New
York City

April 24,2007

Thank you for the warm welcome. I appre-
ciate you making a Texan feel right at home
here in Harlem. [Laughter] I have had a re-
markable experience here at Harlem Village
Academy Charter School.

You know, it’s interesting, one of the chil-
dren said, “Why here? Why did you come
here, Mr. President? Of all the schools in
the country, why this school?” And my an-
swer is, because the President has an oppor-
tunity to herald excellence, and I have seized
that opportunity. I have come to a school
where some may say, “These children can’t
possibly exceed high standards”—but, in fact,
they are. Secondly, I wanted to be nice to
the chairman of the House Ways and Means
Committee.

I think any time I can thank a teacher,
I need to do so. So for the teachers here,
thank you for teaching; for the principals
[applause].

Interestingly enough, this week is called
National Charter School Week—I mean,
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next week is called National Charter School
Week, so a good way to herald National
Charter School Week is, come to a charter
school, particularly one that's working. I'm
a big believer in charter schools. I think char-
ter schools make a lot of sense, whether it
be here in Harlem or anywhere else in the
United States.

And so a way to express support for a char-
ter school is to come to one that's working
and say to people, if you find excellence, you
might want to take a look at why; what is
it about this school that enables a parent to
say, I really enjoy sending my child here. Or
what is it about this school, where a child
looks at the President and says, I don’t mind
being tested, because I know that theyre
going to help correct problems early, before
it’s too late. This school is working, and I
appreciate you letting me come to talk about
not only this school but also about an impor-
tant piece of legislation called the No Child
Left Behind Act.

Before I do so, I thank Deborah for being
what I call an educational entrepreneur. That
means that—[applause]. So I said to Debo-
rah—you know, I've never met Deborah be-
fore, and I said, how did you get involved
in this school? She had a personal tragedy,
and rather than allowing the personal tragedy
to drag her down, she said, “T want to make
a contribution. And I can’t think of a better
contribution than to help start a charter
school”—as a matter of fact, not only one
but two. I also thought it was interesting, she
said, “If you're going to be somebody who
helps start charter schools and works to make
charter schools excellent, that you better be
on the frontlines of education.” So she be-
came the principal of this school.

If you're interested in helping your com-
munity—whether you be an individual, such
as a Deborah, or a corporation, for exam-
ple—promote school excellence, do some-
thing for the community in which you live.
A lot of times if you wait for government,
things won't happen. She’s proven my case.
She says, “I want to be involved, and I want
to start some schools.” Corporate America
needs to take the same interest in local
schools if they expect there to be a—if we
expect our country to realize its promise.
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Mateo Myers introduces Dr. Kenny and
introduces me—Mateo Myers. So I said to
a lot of the kids here at this school, “How
many of you want to go to college?” They
all rose—raised their hand. That’s a good
sign. In other words, this school believes in
high expectations and putting in a child’s
mind the possibilities of achieving a dream.

I appreciate very much Joel Klein. You talk
about a guy who has taken on a tough job
and, in my judgment, my humble judgment,
is doing it with excellence, is Joel Klein. As
a result of that endorsement, he may never
find work again in New York, but neverthe-
less—([laughter].

See, I love it when somebody heralds that
which is working and takes on that which is
not working. I like a man who says, “The
status quo is unacceptable,” when it’s unac-
ceptable and is willing to do hard work, all
aimed at making sure every child gets a good
education. And we appreciate the standard
youve set and appreciate the example you
have shown, Joel.

I want thank Ed Lewis, chairman of Vil-
lage Academies. Ed Lewis is a successful
businessman who, instead of taking his suc-
cesses and disappearing, has taken his suc-
cesses and used that which enabled him to
be successful to plow back into a community.
And that’s an example a lot of other people
need to see.

People say to me all the time, “What can
I do, Mr. President? How can I contribute?”
Well, if you want to contribute, work on
school excellence. I can’t think of a better
way to contribute to the future of the United
States than to promote alternatives if the
school systems in your community aren’t—
isn’t working. In other words, just don’t set
the status quo if children are not meeting
standards; challenge that status quo, and do
something about it.

I appreciate very much Nick Timpone,
who is the principal here at Harlem Village.
[Applause] That’s a good sign. Like, I'd be
worried about the silence, you know. [Laugh-
ter] It turns out that good schools such as
this have good principals, people who work
hard, people who, you know, motivate the
teaching staff, people who listen to parents.
And T appreciate you very much being at the
center of this important school.



Administration of George W. Bush, 2007 / Apr. 24

Traveling with me today is the Secretary
of Education, Margaret Spellings. I appre-
ciate you coming, Madam Secretary. Her job
is to work with local school districts so that
the Federal, State, and local relationship is
a collaborative relationship that actually
works and doesn’t get in each other’s way.
And her job is to implement No Child Left
Behind. And I couldn’t have picked anybody
better to do so.

I want to thank, again, Charlie Rangel. He
is the chairman of the Ways and Means Com-
mittee. You can imagine what it’s like trav-
eling in the Presidential limousine down
Adam Clayton Powell Boulevard hearing
Rangel say, “I was raised over here, and
here’s the hotel I worked in when I was a
boy.” You know, the people in Harlem have
got a fantastic Congressman in Charles Ran-
gel. He cares deeply—applause]. He can
agree with me a few more times, but—
[laughter]—I don’t expect him to. But I do
expect him to do what he does, which is work
for the good of the country. And I'm really
proud to be with you. Thanks for coming,
Charlie.

Peter King, Congressman Peter King and
Vito Fossella is with us today. Both of these
Congressmen care about education. I appre-
ciate the members of the New York charter
school community who have taken time to
come. I want to thank the Harlem commu-
nity leaders who have joined us today.
Thanks for letting me be here. I particularly
want to thank the students for letting me
come by to say hello. I've really enjoyed my
trip here, and you've impressed me.

I do want to say something about Virginia
Tech, the Virginia Tech community. It's a
community that still hurts, and the people
in Blacksburg, Virginia, must know that citi-
zens, whether they be in Harlem or any-
where else in the country, still hold those
folks in their prayers.

Schools should be places of safety; they
should be a sanctuary of learning. And when
that sanctuary is violated, the impact is felt
all across the country. It’s felt in every class-
room. And I know you’ve worried about such
violence here, as a result of the Virginia Tech.
And T want to thank the principals and teach-
ers for reacting and helping calm nerves and
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assure people that this is a place of safety
and a sanctuary for learning,

I have asked people in my administration
to travel around the country, to listen to folks
at the State and local level to determine what
lessons can be learned from the Virginia
Tech horror. Margaret Spellings is going to
be a part of this team, as is the Justice De-
partment, Health and Human Services. We,
of course, will provide whatever assistance
we can to Virginia Tech, but we also want
to be a part of a review of broader questions
that have been raised.

And so they’re going to travel the country.
They're going to talk with mental health ex-
perts and educators and State and local offi-
cials, and come back and summarize what
they have learned. And we’ll share the sum-
maries of what they've learned, all in the
hopes of learning lessons from a horrible mo-
ment. It was—it’s a tough time down there.

I want to talk about schools, and I want
to talk about educational excellence for every
single child. And I want to emphasize that
in my remarks—my hopes of the public
school systems in every State and every com-
munity excel. That’s our goal. The public
school systems have provided great opportu-
nities for a lot of Americans. One of the great
assets of the United States of America is a
public school system that works.

I also believe that parental involvement is
an important aspect of having a public school
system that works, and I like the fact that
charter schools encourage parental involve-
ment. I like to be able to sit with parents
and say, I have chose school for my child—
chosen the school for my child—I could use
alittle extra help. [Laughter]

Isn’t that an interesting concept? “I made
the choice to send my child here.” That has
got a nice ring to it as far as I'm concerned.
I appreciate the fact that the teachers involve
the parents in the child’s education. There’s
a lot of information flows that take place be-
tween the parent and the child, and the child
and the teacher. I appreciate the fact that
teachers give parents their cell phone num-
bers. I think that’s an important way to make
sure parents are involved in the education
of their children.
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I appreciate the fact that folks here set
high standards. I know this isn’t all that pro-
found, but when you set low standards, you
get bad results. I used to call it the soft big-
otry of low expectations. You kind of say,
well, certain people can’t learn; therefore,
let’s make sure the standards are low. This
school challenges that soft bigotry and insists
upon high standards. And guess what? That’s
what parents want. Parents want their chil-
dren challenged. Parents believe that high
standards are good for their children.

I appreciate the fact that people go to
school here from 7:30 a.m. until 5:45 p.m.
That's innovation. That means somebody
here is saying, “I'm going to adjust the time
the children go to school so that we can
achieve high standards.” I like the idea of
schools having flexibility to meet the needs
of their parents and their children. Maybe
some schools around the country couldn’t
have that kind of innovation because the
rules and the process say, well, you can’t ad-
just that way. What I like are schools that
focus on results, and then adjust the process
to meet the results.

I appreciate the fact that parents choose
this school because it’s safe. That’s what par-
ents want—they want safety for their chil-
dren. I met with Vanessa Freeman. Her
daughter, Krystal, goes to this school. She
was struggling at her old school. The teacher
said she was acting up in class in the old
school. In other words, the parent, Vanessa,
recognized there was a problem and—my
mother probably got a few of those calls
too—(laughter]—but,  anyway, Vanessa
transferred Krystal here to the Harlem Vil-
lage Academy. She’s learning algebra. She
said her math teacher—her math teacher
says her progress has given her goose bumps.

In other words, something has changed
here at this school. In other words, there is
progress being made because the parent had
an option to choose something different
when the other school wasn’t working. It’s
a powerful catalyst for reform, by the way,
to give people those options. That's why I'm
a strong supporter of the charter school
movement—I appreciate providing different
options.

I want you to know that it is a national
objective, an important national goal to make
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sure every child realizes his or her full poten-
tial. And that is the whole philosophy behind
the No Child Left Behind Act. You know,
when we put our mind to it, actually, Repub-
licans and Democrats can work together; we
did so to get this important piece of legisla-
tion passed.

The philosophy behind the bill is this:
When the Federal Government spends
money, we should expect results. And by the
way, when the State spends money, it ought
to expect results too. Instead of just spending
money and hoping for the best, the core phi-
losophy of the No Child Left Behind says,
we’ll spend money, and we expect you to
measure, and we expect you to post your
scores, and we expect you to meet standards,
because if you don’t, you're failing in your
obligation to educate every child.

Now, if you believe certain children can’t
learn, then you shouldn’t measure. In other
words, if you think that, well, it’s just a hope-
less exercise, let’s just move kids through the
school system, then that makes sense not to
measure—why would you—why waste the
time? I believe every child can learn, and
therefore, 1 believe every school should
measure in return for Federal money, and
then put the scores up early.

I'll tell you why. I want the parents to be
involved with education. And one way you're
involved with education is, you're able to
compare the test scores of your school to
your neighborhood school. It’s an interesting
way to determine whether or not high stand-
ards are being met. In some cases, a parent
will say, “This is the greatest school possible,”
and yet when the test scores get posted, the
reality comes home.

Secondly, I don’t see how you can solve
problems unless you measure problems.
How do you know whether a child needs
extra help in reading unless you measure?
In other words, the accountability system is
step one of a diagnostic process that ends
up making sure that each child gets the help
that’s needed to meet standards, high stand-
ards. And so the No Child Left Behind Act—
a simple way of describing it says, if you set
high standards, we’ll give you money, but we
expect you to meet those standards, and if
not, there ought to be different options for
the parents.
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I appreciate the results of this school. In
other words, it’s interesting, isn't it, that the
President can come and say, you've got good
results here—because you measure. Teach-
ers use the assessment to see what concepts
students are mastering and which concepts
ought to be continued and which concepts
ought to be dropped. The data from this
school that you—as a result of measurement,
helps teachers tailor their lesson plans to the
specific needs of the child. Isn’t that inter-
esting—the education system tailoring the
needs to fit the—tailor the curriculum to fit
the needs of the child. That may sound sim-
ple, but it'’s an unusual concept for a lot of
schools.

The school has a rapid response account-
ability system. In other words, you don't
measure once and just kind of hope for the
best for the remainder of the year; you track
student progress closely from week to week.
When student struggle, they receive one-on-
one tutoring during the school day; if a child
struggles, there is extra help on a Saturday,
hence, No Child Left Behind. As opposed
to the old system, where you just shuffled
children through and hope for the best at
the end, this school measures on a regular
basis to make sure that we're dealing not with
guesswork, but with results.

I appreciate the fact that this school
opened in the fall of 2003. I want you to
hear this statistic: During the first year, less
than 20 percent of the fifth graders could
meet State standards in math, only 20 per-
cent—[applause]—wait a minute; that’s
nothing to applaud for. [Laughter] That’s,
like, pitiful. Last year, 96 percent of the stu-
dents from the same class were meeting State
standards.

One of the students was Kevin Smith. His
mother says that when Kevin came to the
Harlem Village Academy in 2003, he strug-
gled. And now she says, “He can do it with
his eyes closed.” That's a math student right
there. [Laughter] Deborah Kenny says, “Our
school proves that children can achieve grade
level, even when they start behind.” And
that’s the spirit.

We can see that No Child Left Behind is
working nationwide. There’s an achievement
gap in America that better be closed if we
want America to remain the leader of the
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world. It is unacceptable to me and it should
be unacceptable to people across the coun-
try, we have an achievement gap in America.

It’s amazing what happens, though, when
you measure. The percentage of New York
City fourth graders meeting State standards
in reading has increased by more than 12
percent over 5 years. The percentage of
fourth graders doing math at grade level has
increased by 19 points. Congratulations, Joel,
for holding people to account. I know, people
say, “I don’t like to test; youre testing too
much.” I don’t see how you can solve prob-
lems unless you diagnose the problems. I
don’t see how you can met—high standards
unless you test.

I appreciate the fact that nationwide, 9-
year-olds have made more progress in 5 years
than in the previous 28 years combined on
these tests in reading. How about that? In
other words, were beginning to make
progress early. The pipeline is beginning to
be full of little readers that are competent
readers. And the fundamental question is,
what do we do in junior high and high
school? Do we keep the progress going, or
do we fall off when it comes to holding peo-
ple to account?

I believe strongly that we ought to bring
the same standards to high school that we've
had in elementary—one through eight, or
three through eight. That's what I believe.
I believe if you want to make sure a high
school diploma means something, you better
have high accountability in high schools. We
want the high school diploma to say, this per-
son is ready to compete in a world in which
the graduates are going to be competing with
Chinese or Indian workers. In other words,
it matters what happens now in our schools
more so than ever before.

And so part of the initiative to make sure
that we continue to set high standards is to
bring these standards to high school. I be-
lieve strongly that we ought to—the Federal
Government has a role in expanding Ad-
vanced Placement courses all across the
United States of America. I'm a big believer
in AP. T think AP holds people to account
and challenges people to realize their full po-
tential.
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We've got an effort right now to encourage
30,000 math and science professionals to be-
come part-time teachers. Why would you en-
courage math and science professionals? Be-
cause if you've got the capability of com-
peting globally in math and science, you're
going to be getting a good job, is why. It’s
a practical application of U.S. resources to
encourage 30,000 math and science profes-
sionals to enter classrooms to encourage peo-
ple to be interested in math and science.

You know, I met a math teacher here. The
man went to Harvard—now, we’re not going
to hold that against him, but nevertheless—
[laughter]|—he’s out there somewhere.
[Laughter] He’s teaching math. He’d been
doing a lot of things, and he’s teaching math
right here at this important charter school,
because he understands the importance of
teaching a child math, in terms of that child
being able to find good work and be a pro-
ductive citizen in this challenging 21st cen-
tury.

Here are some ways we can improve the
No Child Left Behind Act. My funding re-
quest has money for underperforming
schools, when you recognize there’s failure
and these schools need help. I'm a strong
believer in making sure that money follows
children. And so when we find a child failing
in meeting high standards, there ought to be
extra tutorial money for that child. In other
words, the measurement system not only
helps determine who’s falling behind, but it
helps determine whether or not that child
ought to get extra money now, early, before
it’s too late. That's been an integral part of
No Child Left Behind. It’s going to be a sig-
nificant part of No Child Left Behind as we
go forward.

I believe strongly that we've got to make
sure that we—if a school just won't change
and continues to fail, that principals ought
to be given additional staffing freedom. In
other words, there ought to be flexibility—
more flexibility as opposed to less flexibility
when a school fails.

I think we ought to empower mayors and
other elected officials to take a more active
hand in improving their schools. If you find
failure, it’s important to do something dif-
ferently. And one way to do so is to encour-
age more power in the hands of our mayors
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to break through bureaucratic logjams that
are preventing people from achieving edu-
cational excellence.

And we ought to make it easier for officials
to reorganize failing schools into charter
schools. We just cannot allow the status quo
to exist when we find failure.

Another way we can help is to encourage
our Nation’s best teachers to take jobs in
some of the toughest neighborhoods. And so
we proposed increasing the investment in the
Teacher Incentive Fund to nearly $200 mil-
lion next year. In other words, there’s a way
for the Federal Government to encourage
teachers to take on jobs that are important
jobs and making sure that every child gets
a good education with a good teacher. The
fund rewards teachers who defy low expecta-
tions. It provides incentives for people to
come into districts all around the United
States to challenge the softy bigotry that I
was talking about.

Third, parents of students in underper-
forming schools must have better choices.
You find your child stuck in a school that
won't teach and won’t change, you ought to
have a different option. I can’t think of a bet-
ter way to get somebody’s attention that
we're tired of mediocrity than to give a par-
ent an option. I think there’s a better—no
better way to send a signal that folks are tired
of mediocrity when it comes to our class-
rooms than say to a parent, you should have
a different opportunity for your child, wheth-
er it be a charter school or a better per-
forming public school.

In Washington, DC, we did an inter-
esting—made an interesting initiative, and
that is, is that we provided scholarship money
for poor students to go to any school they
wanted. I like that idea. I think it makes a
lot of sense. You know, we have Pell grants
for poor students to go to college. I think
we ought to have Federal taxpayers” money
to go to poor parents so they can choose a
different type of school if they're dissatisfied
with the school their child is going to. And
so I would strongly urge Congress to reau-
thorize and refund the D.C. School Choice
Program and take a good look at our program
that intends to expand that program.

I do want to congratulate Governor Spitzer
and Mayor Bloomberg for working with the
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Chancellor here to increase the number of
charter schools here in New York. I appre-
ciate the fact that they're taking a bold initia-
tive. As I understand, they want to double
the number of charter schools available for
the students here in New York, and that’s
a good thing. You know, Margaret is going
to help you, to the extent that she can.

So now we're in the process of rewriting
this bill—reauthorizing it. Here’s my attitude
about this: One, Congress shouldn’t weaken
the bill. It's working. The No Child Left Be-
hind Act is working. These test scores are
on the rise. Accountability makes a signifi-
cant difference in educational excellence.

And so therefore, when Republicans and
Democrats take a look at this bill, I strongly
urge them to not weaken the bill, not to back-
slide, not to say, accountability isn’t that im-
portant. It is important. We'll work with the
school districts on flexibility when it comes
to the accountability system. And I mean that
there are certain ways that we can make
this—the accountability system actually work
better than it’s worked in the past.

But we will not allow this good piece of
legislation to be weakened. And if you're a
parent, you should insist that the No Child
Left Behind Act remain a strong account-
ability tool so that every child in this country
gets a good education. I'll reach out to both
Republicans and Democrats again. Last time
I signed the bill, I was on the stage with one
of Charlie’s good friends and colleagues,
Congressman George Miller from California,
Ted Kennedy, and two Republican col-
leagues of theirs. And it was—we worked
well together.

And so my pledge is that I will continue
to reach out and work with the new leader-
ship of the Congress, all aimed at making
sure this piece of legislation goes forward and
making sure it’s funded, so that we can say,
once again, we've got law in place that will
enable us to give every child as good an edu-
cation as possible so that not one child, not
one, is left behind in our country.

It’s such an honor to be here. I love com-
ing to a place where people defy expecta-
tions. I love coming to a place where you
said, we're going to try to do something in
a different way, that the status quo is not
acceptable, so here we go. I love being with
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educational entrepreneurs, good principals,
strong teachers, caring parents, and students
who are going to be leading this Nation in
the 21st century.

God bless.

NoTE: The President spoke at 2 p.m. In his re-
marks, he referred to Deborah Kenny, founder
and chief executive officer, Village Academies;
Mateo Myers, student, and Justin Fong, math
teacher and department chair, Harlem Village
Academy Charter School; Joel I. Klein, chancellor,
New York City Department of Education; Mayor
Michael R. Bloomberg of New York City; and
Gov. Eliot Spitzer of New York. The Office of
the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks.

Statement on the Interagency Task
Force on Returning Global War on
Terror Heroes

April 24, 2007

The brave men and women who have vol-
unteered to protect and defend our country
deserve to receive the highest level of sup-
port from our grateful Nation. Today Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs Jim Nicholson and
members of the Interagency Task Force on
Returning Global War on Terror Heroes re-
leased a government-wide action plan that
sets out steps to improve our care for Amer-
ica’s troops and veterans.

The task force has proposed specific rec-
ommendations to immediately begin ad-
dressing the problems and gaps in services
that were identified across the veterans and
military healthcare systems. These rec-
ommendations include directing the Depart-
ment of Defense and the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs to develop a joint process for
disability determination. Additionally, I have
asked Secretary Nicholson to communicate
directly with the members of the Commis-
sion on Care for America’s Returning
Wounded Warriors to ensure that both
groups exchange ideas and information that
will efficiently advance reform efforts.

I commend the work of the task force, wel-
come its recommendations, and have di-
rected Secretary Nicholson to work with all
agencies involved on the recommendations
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and to report back to me within 45 days on
how these measures are being implemented.

Message on Armenian
Remembrance Day
April 24, 2007

Each year on this day, we pause to remem-
ber the victims of one of the greatest trage-
dies of the 20th century, when as many as
1.5 million Armenians lost their lives in the
final years of the Ottoman Empire, many of
them victims of mass killings and forced
exile. I join my fellow Americans and Arme-
nian people around the world in commemo-
rating this tragedy and honoring the memory
of the innocent lives that were taken. The
world must never forget this painful chapter
of its history.

All who cherish freedom and value the
sanctity of human life look back on these hor-
rific events in sorrow and disbelief. Many of
those who survived were forced from their
ancestral home and spread across the globe.
Yet, in the midst of this terrible struggle, the
world witnessed the indomitable spirit and
character of the Armenian people. Many of
the brave survivors came to America, where
they have preserved a deep connection with
their history and culture. Generations of Ar-
menians in the United States have enriched
our country and inspired us with their cour-
age and conviction.

Today, we remember the past and also
look forward to a brighter future. We com-
mend the individuals in Armenia and Turkey
who are working to normalize the relation-
ship between their two counties [countries].*
A sincere and open examination of the his-
toric events of the late-Ottoman period is an
essential part of this process. The United
States supports and encourages those in both
countries who are working to build a shared
understanding of history as a basis for a more
hopeful future.

We value the strong and vibrant ties be-
tween the United States and Armenia. Our
Nation is grateful for Armenia’s contributions
to the war on terror, particularly for its efforts
to help build a peaceful and democratic Iraq.
The United States remains committed to

* White House correction.
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working with Armenia and Azerbaijan to pro-
mote a peaceful settlement of the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict. We are also working to
promote democratic and economic reform in
Armenia that will advance the cause of free-
dom and justice.

Laura and I express our deepest condo-
lences to Armenian people around the world
on this solemn day of remembrance. We
stand together in our determination to build
a more peaceful, more prosperous, and more
just world.

George W. Bush

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message.

Proclamation 8132—Malaria
Awareness Day, 2007
April 24, 2007

By the President of the United States
ofy America

A Proclamation

Americans are fortunate to live in a land
that eliminated malaria decades ago. Today,
our country helps fight this disease in Africa,
because we believe in the timeless truth: To
whom much is given, much is required. On
Malaria Awareness Day, we renew our com-
mitment to helping combat malaria in Africa
and around the world.

Tragically, one child in Africa dies every
30 seconds from malaria, a disease that is
highly treatable and preventable. To reduce
malaria’s mortality rate in the hardest-hit Af-
rican countries, I announced the President’s
Malaria Initiative in 2005, a five-year, $1.2
billion program. At last year’s White House
Summit on Malaria, Laura and I were
pleased to announce the expansion of this
initiative to several additional countries.
These efforts are making a difference, and
millions of people have already benefited
from insecticide-treated bed nets, indoor
spraying, and anti-malaria medicine.

Across our Nation, Americans are answer-
ing the call to act. By simply donating an
insecticide-treated bed net, one individual
can help save a life. For more information
about how to help and for a list of humani-
tarian organizations, visit fightingmalaria.gov.
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Americans are a compassionate people
who care deeply about the plight of others
and the future of our world, and we can all
be proud of the work our Nation is doing
to fight disease and despair. By standing with
the people of Africa in the fight against ma-
laria, we can help lift a burden of unneces-
sary suffering, provide hope and health, and
forge lasting friendships.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 25, 2007,
as Malaria Awareness Day. 1 encourage
Americans to answer the universal call to love
a neighbor and join in our goal of eradicating
malaria on the African continent.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-fourth day of April, in
the year of our Lord two thousand seven,
and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and thir-
ty-first.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., April 27, 2007]

NoOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on April 30.

Remarks on the Observance of
Malaria Awareness Day
April 25, 2007

Thank you for coming. Welcome to the
White House. The Rose Garden has wit-
nessed many historic events. This afternoon
we gather to mark something completely
new, the first ever Malaria Awareness Day
in the United States, and I'm glad you're here
to join us.

On Malaria Awareness Day, we focus our
attention on all who suffer from this terrible
disease, especially the millions on the con-
tinent of Africa. We remember the millions
more who've died from this entirely prevent-
able and treatable disease. As a compas-
sionate nation, we are called to spread aware-
ness about malaria, and we're called to act.
That’s what compassionate people do—when
they see a problem, they act. And that’s what
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we're here to talk about. On this special day,
we renew our commitment to lead the world
toward an urgent goal, and that is to turn
the tide against malaria in Africa and around
the globe.

I want to thank Laura for being my wife—
[laughter]—and taking the lead on this. Mr.
Secretary, thank you for joining us—Mike
Leavitt, the Department of Health and
Human Services. Ambassador ~Randy
Tobias—he now runs USAID. Prior to this
job, he led America’s monumental effort to
confront and deal with the HIV/AIDS epi-
demic on the continent of Africa. Thank you
for your leadership. Karen P., it’s good to
see you; Ambassador Hughes is with us.

Admiral Ziemer—so if you want to solve
a problem, you put a problem-solver in
charge. And that's what Admiral Ziemer
does; he’s a problem-solver. It makes it easier
for me, when I say to other nations—like
with President Lula. He came to visit at
Camp David. We were trying to figure out
ways we can work together to show our hemi-
sphere and the world that Brazil and the
United States shares a compassion about
people. And so I said, why don’t we work
together to eradicate malaria in parts of Afri-
ca? Call Ziemer—{laughter]—he’ll see to it
that the strategy gets implemented. To show
that we're a serious nation, we have named
a coordinator, somebody in charge. It’s im-
portant for me and Laura to know that a good
man is handling this responsibility to imple-
menting a strategy. So, appreciate what
you're doing. I know you know that we take
this initiative seriously.

Mr. Chairman, Donald Payne, thank you
for coming. We're proud you're here. We—
I respect you, and I respect your concern
for the people of Africa, and to make sure
that the United States of America stays en-
gaged in that continent in a constructive way.
It’s good to see Chris Smith. Thank you for
coming, Chris. We’re proud you're here.

I appreciate very much the fact that the
World Bank is taking the lead in eradicating
poverty in places like Africa, and Paul
Wolfowitz, thank you for your leadership of
the World Bank. And I appreciate the fact
that Ann Veneman is joining us, the Execu-
tive Director of UNICEF, which is the larg-
est purchaser of bed nets in the world. These
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people are here because they're committed
to joining us to solve a problem that can be
solved.

I also thank other members of my adminis-
tration here. Thank you for coming, and
thank you for your interest. I want to thank
the members of the diplomatic corps for join-
ing us. I appreciate you coming. I see ambas-
sadors from countries that will be helped by
this initiative, and I see ambassadors from
countries that we expect to join us in this
initiative.

I'm looking forward to—Mr. Ambassador,
to talking to Prime Minister Abe about what
Japan can do with the United States to solve
this problem. I'm honored you’re here. I'm
looking forward to seeing the Prime Minister
tomorrow evening for dinner. I thank our
dance company that will be joining us in a
minute. I know you're going to look forward
to seeing them; so am I. So I'm warming up
out here. [Laughter] I thank our domestic
and international partners. I see so many
people who are—who care about the lives
of others and are willing to do something
about it. And I really appreciate you all com-
ing.

As we mark the first Malaria Awareness
Day, it makes sense to begin with some facts.
Every year, more than a million people die
of malaria, and the vast majority of them are
children under 5 years old. It’s a sad statistic.
In some countries, malaria takes even more
lives than HIV/AIDS. Malaria imposes a crip-
pling economic burden in sub-Sahara Africa,
where so many are struggling to lift their
families out of poverty.

All of that may seem like a cause for de-
spair, but it’s not. The world knows exactly
what it takes to treat and prevent malaria.
We've seen this disease defeated before,
right here in Washington.

I'm sure a lot of our citizens don’t remem-
ber this fact, but about a century ago, malaria
was a serious problem. The hot and humid
summers created a dangerous breeding
ground for mosquitoes, and Congress would
often flee the capital for months at a time.
Other than that, the consequences were all
negative. [Laughter] Some foreign ambas-
sadors to the United States are even reported
to have received hardship pay for duties here
in Washington. Yet, through the years, be-
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cause of patient and persistent action, ma-
laria was almost entirely eradicated in Wash-
ington and throughout the United States.

In other words, we've solved this problem
before. And the fundamental question is, do
we have the will to do the same thing on
another continent? That’s really what—the
question that faces this country and other na-
tions around the world. My commitment is,
you bet we have the will. And we've got a
strategy to do so.

Defeating malaria is going to be a chal-
lenge, but it’s not going to require a miracle.
That's what I'm here to tell you. It's going
to require a smart and sustained campaign.

And so what does that mean? Well, first,
it means distributing insecticide-treated bed
nets; secondly, expanding indoor insecticide
spraying; thirdly, providing antimalaria medi-
cine to pregnant women; and delivering cut-
ting-edge drugs to people living with the dis-
ease. Those are the four steps necessary to
achieve our objective.

Thanks to our leadership in science and
technology, we have a unique ability to help
in all these areas. We have a responsibility
to turn that ability into action. When America
sees suffering and know that our Nation—
when Americans see suffering and know that
our Nation can help stop it, they expect our
Government to respond. Most Americans be-
lieve in this timeless truth: To whom much
is given, much is required. And I believe in
that as well.

We have a strategic interest in reducing
death and disease in emerging nations of Af-
rica. Societies with healthy and prosperous
people are more likely to be sources of sta-
bility and peace, not breeding grounds for
extremists and terror. It’s in our strategic in-
terests that we follow through on our
pledges.

I launched the President’s Malaria Initia-
tive in 2005. Through this initiative, as Laura
mentioned, we're spending $1.2 billion over
5 years to provide bed nets and indoor spray-
ing and antimalaria medicine in 15 heavily
affected African countries. We're working to-
ward an historic goal to cut the number of
malaria-related deaths in country by half.
The Admiral has got a goal. It’s a measurable

goal.
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The key element to this initiative is ac-
countability. I mean, it's a realistic agenda
with a measurable goal. And today is a good
day to report to the American people on the
impact their dollars are having. During the
first year of our initiative, we expanded ma-
laria protection to more than 6 million Afri-
cans. We're still early in the second year, but
so far, we've reached another 5 million peo-
ple, and by the end of 2007, we expect to
reach a total of 30 million. Admiral, you're
doing good work, and the American people
deserve a lot of credit for supporting you.

A good effort of our—of this strategy
comes from the Zanzibar islands off the east
coast of Tanzania. This area was once a hot-
bed for malaria infection. Then, with the sup-
port of our malaria initiative, local residents
launched a campaign called “Kataa Malaria,”
which is Swahili for “Reject Malaria.” Work-
ers went door to door to teach people how
to use beds, they—how to use bed nets. They
launched TV and radio ads. They spoke in
mosques about malaria prevention and treat-
ment. And the efforts worked. One Zanzibar
island reported that malaria cases during the
first 9 months of last year dropped by a stun-
ning 87 percent.

Another example comes from Senegal on
the west coast of Africa. In one village, ma-
laria kills half of all the children before their
age of 5. Imagine growing up in a village like
that; imagine being a mom in a village like
that.

Not long ago, it looked like a 2-year-old
fellow named Demba Balde was going to be
one of the unlucky children. His mother took
him to the village health hut, which receives
funding from our malaria initiative. And
thanks to enhanced awareness, correct diag-
nosis, and prompt treatment, young Demba
won his battle with malaria.

Every life matters to the American people.
Every life is precious. Stories like these are
cause for hope, and they would not be pos-
sible without the courage and commitment
of our partners in Africa. This week, nations
across Africa are marking their own Malaria
Awareness Days.

In Angola, the Ministry of Health is help-
ing to lead a “Caravan for Life,” in which
health workers travel the countryside in
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trucks loaded with bed nets and medicines
and educational materials.

In Benin, almost a million dollars worth
of bed nets and medicines is being distrib-
uted at an event in the capital city.

In Mozambique, local residents attended
a soccer tournament that featured songs and
skits on how to prevent malaria.

We're committed to helping our African
partners build on these efforts, and so T want
to share with you two new endeavors. First,
America will expand our cooperation with
the Government of Uganda and the non-
profit group Malaria No More to distribute
more than a half a million bed nets in Ugan-
da. We're going to focus this distribution on
children and pregnant mothers in areas of
the country with the greatest vulnerability.
And when we're finished with this effort, half
of all the households in Uganda will own a
bed net to protect against malaria.

The second new commitment is Mada-
gascar. There, we will team up with Malaria
No More and the American Red Cross to
distribute bed nets to nearly 1.4 million chil-
dren under the age of 5. This delivery cam-
paign will include polio vaccines to promote
good overall health for children across the
island. We're attacking this problem one spot
at a time with a comprehensive strategy.

These efforts are a good start, but on this
Malaria Awareness Day, we've got to under-
stand, it’s just a start, and there’s a lot of
work to be done. Nations around this world
have a role to play. At the G-8, I'm going
to raise this issue with our partners around
the table. I'm going to remind them, to
whom much is given, much is required, and
that the United States will lead, but we ex-
pect others to follow, side by side.

Private citizens and organizations have an
important role to play. Last December, as
Laura mentioned, we held the White House
Summit on Malaria to urge more nonprofit
groups and corporations and individuals to
join the effort to wipe out this disease. The
response has been encouraging. We're seeing
inspiring acts of selflessness from what I've
called America’s armies of compassion.

There’s an interesting development taking
place tonight. If you happen to tune into
“American Idol,” you will see the first ever
“Idol Gives Back” campaign. This campaign
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will urge viewers to donate to a variety of
charities, including groups devoted to fight-
ing malaria. For all you “Idol” viewers, join
this battle, join the cause to help save lives.
I'm not so sure I'm going to watch it tonight,
but this show does have a large group of
viewers, and I really appreciate the pro-
ducers for joining us.

Major League Soccer is running a pro-
motional campaign that encourages fans to
make a donation to cover the cost of bed
nets for a family in Africa. College students
on more than 50 campuses are holding
“Music to End Malaria” events to generate
awareness and raise funds. The Magnum
Photos agency has launched a photo narrative
that depicts the devastating toll of malaria.
Awareness is a part of solving the problem.

You don’t have to be a part of an organiza-
tion to make a difference. In an elementary
school in Parkersburg, West Virginia, 63 chil-
dren raised enough money to buy 15 bed
nets. This past Christmas, our family—some
of our family gathered in Camp David, and
my brother gave us bed nets as a Christmas
gift. You can do the same thing here in Amer-
ica. You can make an individual contribution
to save somebody’s life.

I want to tell you what this third grader
explained, why he contributed to the pro-
gram. He said, “T want to fight malaria be-
cause it’s helpful, and T want to help kids
in Africa because it’s the right thing to do.”
And it is the right thing to do. And that’s
why we're gathered here in the Rose Garden,
to commit this Nation to doing the right thing
and to call upon citizens in this country to
do the right thing.

America is a country that gives medicine
to the sick and food to the hungry and protec-
tion to the threatened because it’s the right
thing to do. The Malaria Awareness Day is
a chance for me to thank all Americans who
have donated to this cause and urge others
to do the same. It's a day to call on nations
around the world to join us in a great human-
itarian effort. And it’s a day to remind our
fellow citizens that when you help somebody
live a life, it strengthens our soul and en-
hances our spirit.

Thanks for coming, and God bless.
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NoTE: The President spoke at 1:10 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to R. Timothy Ziemer, Coordinator,
President’s Malaria Initiative; President Luiz
Inacio Lula da Silva of Brazil; Representatives
Donald M. Payne and Christopher H. Smith of
New Jersey; Japan’s Ambassador to the U.S.
Ryozo Kato; and Prime Minister Shinzo Abe of
Japan. The transcript released by the Office of
the Press Secretary also included the remarks of
the First Lady, who introduced the President.

Remarks Following a Meeting on
Financial Literacy

April 25,2007

April is Financial Literacy Month, and so
I've asked some of our Nation’s most caring
citizens to come and to talk to us about how
to develop and hone a strategy that will help
more of our American citizens become finan-
cially literate. If you're not sure how interest
works, it’s hard to be a good homeowner.
If you don’t understand rates of return, it’s
hard to be a good investor. If you're not sure
how money works, it will be missed oppor-
tunity for people from all walks of life.

It is in this country’s interest that people
in every neighborhood, from every back-
ground, understand the financial literacy
world, understand what it means when peo-
ple talks terms related to their money. The
more financially literate our society is, the
more hopeful our society becomes.

And ours is a great system. It is a system
that means somebody can come to America
or live in America with nothing and end up
with a lot; a system where people can realize
dreams and work hard and realize those
dreams. But unless we have a financially lit-
erate society, not enough people are going
to be able realize the great promise of Amer-
ica.

And so I want to thank the Secretary of
Treasury and the Secretary of Education,
Secretary of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment for agreeing to be a part of the com-
mittee to make sure the Federal effort to-
ward financial literacy is well coordinated
with the private sector. And I thank those
from the private sector for joining us. We've
got people from corporate America; we've
got people from faith-based America; we've
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got people from community-based-program
America. We've got people from all walks of
life, all around the country, who are deeply
concerned about making sure this country is
as financially literate as possible, and I thank
you for coming. 1 appreciate you joining us.

Mr. Secretary, thanks for chairing the
project.

God bless.

NotE: The President spoke at 4:10 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House.

Remarks Honoring the 2007
National and State Teachers of the
Year

April 26,2007

She forgot to add “and loves a teacher.”
[Laughter] I made a good move when I mar-
ried a teacher, and Laura and I are honored
to welcome you here to the Rose Garden.
Thanks for coming, and thanks for teaching.

This is a special day for all who care deeply
about education, because we fully under-
stand that without a good teacher it’s hard
to achieve national goals and objectives. And
so the Teacher of the Year ceremony is a
chance to pay homage to some really fine
public servants and great Americans, so we
welcome you.

I appreciate the Secretary of Education
joining us. I want to thank Congressman John
Boozman and his wife, Cathy, from Arkansas.
We thank Jay Inslee, from Washington, for
joining us; thank you, Congressman. Dennis
Moore and Stephanie, from Kansas, have
joined us, as has Rick Larsen from Wash-
ington. I wonder why all these Washington
Congressmen have joined us. [Laughter]

Laura and I just had a chance to thank
every State Teacher of the Year. It’s an honor
to welcome you to the Oval Office. It is a
shrine to democracy and a wonderful place
to give our personal thanks to a job well done.

I do want to recognize the finalists this
year: Justin Minkel from Arkansas; Josh An-
derson from Kansas; Tamara Tiong from
New Mexico; Andrea Peterson, the Teacher
of the Year. And we've got to recognize Joel,
the husband of the Teacher of the Year.
Thank you, Joel. [Laughter] And mom and
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dad—I'm going to say something about mom
and dad in a minute.

I want to thank Gene Wilhoit, executive
director of the Council of Chief State School
Officers, for sponsoring this event. Rhonda
Mims, the president of ING Foundation,
Tom Waldron, the executive vice president
of ING, and all the chief state school officers
here today, thanks for coming. Thanks for
honoring the teachers.

When you really think about it, few profes-
sionals have as direct an impact on our future
as our teachers. Teachers are among our chil-
dren’s first role models, counselors, and
friends. Teachers awaken young minds, and
teachers encourage ingenuity and unleash
fertile imaginations.

It’s demanding work to be a teacher, even
during its best moments. Sometimes, teach-
ers come across students who require them
to summon every last ounce of patience and
understanding. When those times come, I
just ask you remember, one day that student
may become the President. [Laughter]

We ask a lot of our teachers, and we owe
them a lot in return. One of the first priorities
as President was to work with members of
both parties to pass what’s called the No
Child Left Behind Act. I am—I can’t tell you
how important this Act is to make sure every
child learns to read, write, and add and sub-
tract. The Act insists upon high standards,
standards that you all set in your classrooms.
Otherwise, you wouldn’t be a Teacher of the
Year. It says that it’s important to measure
to determine whether or not our children are
learning and meeting standards. Measure-
ment is not a tool to punish; measurement
is a tool to correct and reward.

The No Child Left Behind Act is working.
In reading, 9-year-olds have made more
progress in 5 years than the previous 28 years
combined. A President couldn’t report that
to the Nation unless we actually measured
to determine whether that was true. In math,
9-year-olds and 13-year-olds have earned
their highest test scores ever. In both reading
and math, African American and Hispanic
students are scoring higher and beginning to
close the achievement gap with their peers.

The structure of the No Child Left Behind
Act, the strategy of the Act makes a lot of
sense. And that’s why the Congress needs to
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reauthorize this good law. But the Act
wouldn’t be working without really dedicated
teachers making sure our children learn.

Teaching is more than a profession; it’s a
calling. And that calling came early to our
Teacher of the Year. Andrea Patterson—Pe-
terson knows the importance of education in
her life. After all, as she explained to me in
the Oval Office, her first role model was her
dad, who has taught for more than 30 years.
And we welcome you. And we congratulate
you on being such a fine dad that your daugh-
ter stands here in the Rose Garden as the
National Teacher of the Year.

Andrea has got two sisters-in-law who are
teachers and a mother-in-law who is a teach-
er. This is a family that really cares about
good grammar. [Laughter] 1 probably
wouldn’t do all that well at the dinner table.
[Laughter] When you come from a family
of teachers, you tend to develop a life-long
appreciation of learning, and more impor-
tantly, it enables you to find creative ways
to instill that appreciation in others.

Andrea has done some—a lot of amazing
work as a music teacher at Monte Cristo Ele-
mentary School in Granite Falls, Wash-
ington. In her 10 years at Monte Cristo, she
has built an impressive music program, al-
most from scratch. She helped the school
purchase instruments, organized an after-
school choir, and helped obtain computer
programs that allow students to compose
their own music. She has integrated music
education into other subjects. She’s taken
novels that children were reading in other
classes and turned them into musical produc-
tions. She’s used musical notes to explain
fractions. She’s helped students reach out to
the community by developing a music pro-
gram that honored local veterans. She’s used
music to reach students who are not doing
well in the traditional classroom setting.

She’s more than a music teacher. One par-
ent said of Andrea this: “Mrs. Peterson is pas-
sionate about her job, and it shows.” In fact,
like any good teacher, Andrea juggles respon-
sibilities that would exhaust all of us. For ex-
ample, in the past few months, she’s taught
classes full time, she carried out her obliga-
tions as Washington State Teacher of the
Year, and took part in the National Teacher
of the Year activities. And to top it all off,
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4 weeks ago she gave birth to a daughter
named Faith. That’s what we call multi-
tasking. [Laughter] Faith probably doesn’t
know it yet, but she’s lucky to have a mom
and a dad like the Petersons.

There are a few other teachers who I think
deserve mention today, and those are the
teachers at Virginia Tech. They did all they
could to protect their students from a day
of horror, and they’re doing all they can to
help them heal in the aftermath. One teacher
gave his life by using his body to barricade
a classroom door while his students jumped
to safety from windows. Americans every-
where hold the teachers and students and
parents of the Virginia Tech community in
our thoughts and in our prayers.

This tragedy has affected at least one of
the teachers here in a very personal way, and
that would be Susan Evans, who earned her
master’s degree at Virginia Tech, and we
thank you for wearing the Virginia Tech scarf
today.

Our Nation is still seeking to make sense
of this tragedy, and so are America’s children.
In fact, one of your hardest jobs is to explain
horrific acts to the students. It’s a hard job,
but I want to thank America’s teachers for
comforting and encouraging our Nation’s
youth during difficult moments such as the
tragedy at Virginia Tech.

We're fortunate to have teachers like we
do in America, men and women who are
drawn to the classroom with a desire to serve
something larger than themselves. So on be-
half of a grateful nation, I thank you for your
hard work and your dedication. I thank you
for preparing our young children for the chal-
lenges of the 21st century. And I thank you
for all you do every day to help build a better
America.

Congratulations, and welcome to the
White House.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:17 a.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Thomas P. Waldron, executive vice
president, human resources and brand, ING
North America Insurance Corp.; and Susan
Evans, 2007 Virginia State Teacher of the Year.
The transcript released by the Office of the Press
Secretary also included the remarks of the First
Lady, who introduced the President. The Office
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of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks.

Statement on the Death of
Jack J. Valenti
April 26, 2007

Laura and I are saddened by Jack Valenti’s
death. Jack Valenti was a great American and
a great Texan. He bravely flew combat mis-
sions during World War II and ably served
in the White House. From protecting fami-
lies by creating the movie rating system to
advocating for intellectual property rights,
Jack Valenti helped transform the motion
picture industry. He leaves a powerful legacy
in Washington, in Hollywood, and across our
Nation.

Our thoughts and prayers are with Jack’s
wife, Mary Margaret, his children, and his
friends and colleagues.

Proclamation 8133—Asian/Pacific
American Heritage Month, 2007
April 26, 2007

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

During Asian/Pacific American Heritage
Month, we honor the many contributions
citizens of Asian and Pacific Island ancestry
have made to our great land.

The millions of Americans who trace their
origins to nations in the Asian/Pacific region
have enriched America. The entrepreneur-
ship and innovation of Asian/Pacific Ameri-
cans have strengthened our economy. Asian/
Pacific Americans enrich our Nation with
their strong values of love of family and com-
munity. Many Asian/Pacific Americans are
serving the cause of freedom and peace
around the world, and our Nation is grateful
for their service. These good men and
women defend our safety and contribute to
the character and greatness of America.

To honor the achievements and contribu-
tions of Asian/Pacific Americans, the Con-
gress, by Public Law 102-450, as amended,
has designated the month of May each year
as “Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month.”
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Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim May 2007 as Asian/Pa-
cific American Heritage Month. I call upon
the people of the United States to learn more
about the history of Asian/Pacific Americans
and their many contributions to our Nation
and to observe this month with appropriate
programs and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-sixth day of April, in
the year of our Lord two thousand seven,
and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and thir-
ty-first.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:00 a.m., April 30, 2007]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on May 1.

The President’s News Conference
With Prime Minister Shinzo Abe of
Japan at Camp David, Maryland
April 27, 2007

President Bush. Thank you. Welcome.
Mr. Prime Minister, Shinzo, welcome to
Camp David. I thank you very much for mak-
ing the long journey. I also thank you for
bringing your gracious wife to dinner last
night.

The Abes and Laura and I had a really
good dinner. It was very relaxed. The Prime
Minister married very well. I was so im-
pressed by Akie’s compassion, her intel-
ligence. And I will tell you, Shinzo, that
Laura feels like she has a new friend now,
and so do I. So we're really glad you're here.

We had the kind of discussion you'd expect
allies to have. I would describe the talks as—
first of all, Shinzo and I met alone for a good
period of time. Our talks were very relaxed,
but they were strategic. We think about the
interest of our country, and we think about
the interest of maintaining peace in the
world. The alliance between Japan and the
United States has never been stronger, and
the Prime Minister and I will work hard to
keep it that way. It’s in the interest of our
peoples that we work closely.
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I told Shinzo one way to do so, of course,
is to visit. I hope he comes to my ranch soon.
I looked forward to welcoming here to Camp
David, but I also look forward to taking him
down there, where one might call it a little
slice of heaven.

We talked about the fact that our alli-
ance—and it is a global alliance—is rooted
in common values, especially our commit-
ment to freedom and democracy. We dis-
cussed ways we can continue to partner to-
gether. There’s no more important partner-
ship than that through the six-party talks. We
spent a lot of time talking about North Korea
and our mutual desire for North Korea to
meet its obligations. Our partners in the six-
party talks are patient, but our patience is
not unlimited. We expect North Korea to
meet all its commitments under the Feb-
ruary 13th agreement, and we will continue
working closely with our partners.

In Iran, we speak with one voice to the
regime in Iran. Our nations have fully imple-
mented the sanctions imposed by the U.N.
Security Council in response to Iran’s pursuit
of nuclear weapons. Further defiance by Iran
will only lead to additional sanctions and to
further isolation from the international com-
munity.

Japan is the second largest donor to the
people of Iraq and the third largest donor
nation to the people of Afghanistan. And I
thank you, Shinzo, and I thank the people
of Japan for helping these young democracies
survive in a troubled world. I firmly believe
that we're helping lay a foundation for peace
for generations to come.

Over lunch, the Prime Minister and I will
discuss his upcoming trip to the Middle East.
I will remind him, he’ll be traveling into an
important region, where extremists and radi-
cals are trying to prevent the hopes of mod-
erate people, trying to stop the peaceful soci-
eties from emerging. I'm looking forward to
hearing about your trip before you leave, and
I'm looking forward to hearing from you after
you've been there.

Shinzo and I talked about trade and the
Doha round. We have a lot of bilateral trade
between our two nations. Last year, it totaled
more than $270 billion, and that’s positive
for the American people and the people of

Japan.
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Any time you have a lot of trade, there’s
always complicated trade issues. One such
issue, of course, I brought up to the Prime
Minister is, I'm absolutely convinced the Jap-
anese people will be better off when they
eat American beef. It’s good beef; it’s healthy
beef. As a matter of fact, I'm going to feed
the Prime Minister and his delegation a good
hamburger today for lunch.

But we also talked about the World Trade
Organization and the Doha round and how
Japan wants to be constructive in getting this
round completed, not only to enhance the
prosperity in our own countries but to help
the developing world, help lift millions of
people out of poverty.

We talked about the environment and en-
ergy. I appreciated very much Shinzo’s vision
of using technologies to help our energy se-
curity, our economic security, and at the
same time, be responsible stewards of the
environment. There’s a lot of work that Japan
and the United States can do together, par-
ticularly in fields like emission-free nuclear
energy, nuclear power. I mean, the truth of
the matter is, if people really want to solve
the issue of greenhouse gases, civilian nu-
clear power, powering our energy grids by
nuclear power is the best alternative avail-
able. We can work on new technologies
through our joint nuclear energy action plan
and through the Global Nuclear Energy Part-
nership to bring technologies on the market
as quickly as possible to assure people that
we can deal with the waste, for example, in
a responsible way.

Over lunch I'm going to also remind
Shinzo about my deep desire to have our
folks driving automobiles powered by ethanol
and biodiesels. And I'm going to share with
him our strategy about reducing gasoline
consumption in the United States by 20 per-
cent over the next 10 years as a result of
ethanol, as well as our cellulosic ethanol tech-
nologies that are hopefully coming to market
quickly.

All in all, we've had a very constructive,
strong dialog, and I am really pleased you
came. Mr. Prime Minister.

Prime Minister Abe. Last night we were
invited by George and Laura, and myself and
my wife were able to enjoy a very wonderful
time together. And today we had one-on-one
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meeting and also had a larger meeting. And
we had very substantive discussions. The
greatest—the biggest objective of this visit
this time was to reaffirm the irreplaceable
Japan-U.S. alliance and to make—grow this
stronger as an unshakable alliance.

President and the—I would like to thank
the President and the American people for
their very warm welcome yesterday. I visited
Bethesda Navy Hospital and the Arlington
Cemetery and prayed for the repose of the
souls of those who died for the cause of sta-
bilization and reconstruction of Iraq and Af-
ghanistan and prayed for early recovery of
those injured. And I would like to pay respect
and express gratitude for the noble sacrifice
the United States is making.

And in our meeting, the President ex-
pressed his strong determination to carry
through the task of Iraq’s reconstruction.
And T told the President that Japan under-
stands and supports U.S. efforts of further
stabilization and reconstruction of Iraq, and
Japan will carry on its own efforts to the same
end. T also told him that Japan will be with
the United States at all times and that we
feel proud as an ally of the United States.

Through this meeting, I've renewed my
determination to work with the United States
on various challenges facing the international
community on the basis of our common val-
ues. We were able to speak our minds with
regard to our respective political convictions
in the midst of this very open and free atmos-
phere at Camp David and I—and deepen
our mutual trust.

I explained to the President that as the
mission that my administration, I will strive
to move Japan beyond the post-war regime.
As part of this endeavor, I explained to the
President that I launched on the eve of this
trip a blue-ribbon panel for the purpose of
reshaping the legal foundation for national
security in a way that will benefit—that will
befit the times, now that the security envi-
ronment surrounding ]apan is undergoing
major change.

With regard to the economy, I told the
President that I'm determined to carry it
through, structural reforms in Japan, because
Japan’s growth is important for the growth
of the United States as well as the entire
world. And I received strong words of sup-
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port from the President for this direction that
Japan is seeking.

Now, we agree that we need to build on
response to—we agreed that we need to
build our response to the North Korean nu-
clear issue and the numerous challenges in
East Asia on the Japan-U.S. alliance. And we
agreed to step up cooperation in security,
economic and cultural exchanges, and many
other areas to further strengthen this irre-
placeable alliance between Japan and the
United States. And I welcomed the conclu-
sion of documents that provide for the
strengthening of concrete cooperation in
such areas as the economy, cultural ex-
change, and nuclear energy.

We did take a lot of time to discuss North
Korean nuclear issues. We agreed to work
together to realize a more peaceful and stable
Korean Peninsula by making North Korea
completely give up its nuclear weapons and
programs through the six-party talks.

With regard to the abduction issue, Presi-
dent Bush once again expresses unvarying
commitment to support the Government of
Japan, saying that to this day, the strong im-
pressions he got when he met Mrs. Yokata
around this time last year still remains. And
I told President that before my departure this
time, Mrs. Yokata had told me, ever since
she last heard from her daughter, Megumi,
that the most moving moment was her meet-
ing with the President. So the President ex-
pressed his, as I said, unvarying commitment
to support of the Government of Japan on
this abduction issue.

We agree that the current state of the six-
party talks as well as North Korea’s attitude
towards the abduction issue are regrettable.
And we’ll work for closer coordination be-
tween our two countries to achieve progress.

Let me also point out, as the President
mentioned earlier, that an important
progress has been made on the climate
change issue. And I finalized with the Presi-
dent a joint statement on the subject matter.
It is gratifying that we agreed—Japan and
the United States agreed at the leaders level
to study jointly an intensified dialog on ways
and means to make progress towards the ulti-
mate objective of stabilizing greenhouse gas
concentrations in the atmosphere, to resolve
the environmental issues, and to resolve the
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greenhouse gas issue. I believe this rep-
resents an important progress.

It is essential that the world community
act on the climate change issue in concert,
and Japan and the United States agreed to
work together on this front. Thank you.

President Bush. Two questions a side.
Deb [Deb Riechmann, Associated Press],
would you start off, please?

Six-Party Talks

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Some peo-
ple are concerned that you're going soft on
North Korea. You said you had

President Bush. Said—what did you just
say? There’s an echo in here.

Q. Some people say you're going soft on
North Korea.

President Bush. Oh, okay. Yes.

Q. You said you had unlimited patience
with the regime. They've missed their dead-
line on shutting down their nuclear reac-
tor:

President Bush. No, 1 said our patience
is not unlimited.

Q. Not unlimited. My question, sir, is how
long are you willing to wait to have them
shut this down? Are we talking days, weeks,
months? And

President Bush. No, 1 appreciate that
very much. Do you want to ask the Prime
Minister something too? It’s an old U.S. trick
here.

Q. Prime Minister Abe

President Bush. Keep plowing through it.
[Laughter]

0. are you worried that America is
softening its stance on Kim Jong II?

President Bush. I have always believed
that the best way to solve these difficult prob-
lems is through diplomacy. That’s the first
choice of the United States, to solve difficult
problems diplomatically. I also believe that
the best way for—and the difficult problem,
of course, was to convincing the leader of
North Korea to give up his nuclear weapons
program.

I also felt the best way forward was not
for the United States to carry this diplomatic
mission alone, and therefore, worked very
hard and closely with our Japanese allies to
convince others to come to the table beside
the United States. And now we have what
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we call the six-party talks, which is the United
States, Japan, and China and South Korea
and Russia, all saying the same message to
North Korea, that we expect you to honor
agreements you made, which include not
only stopping their—locking down their
plant but also dismantling their programs—
and all programs—giving up weapons pro-
grams and weapons. That’s what they've said
they would do.

We recently had a bump in the road to
getting them to honor their agreement, and
that is, there is a financial arrangement that
we’re now trying to clarify for the North Ko-
reans, so that that will enable them to have
no excuse for moving forward. And that’s
where we are right now.

The interesting thing about our position
is that if it looks like the North Korean leader
is not going to honor his agreement, if it looks
like that there are reasons other than the fi-
nancial arrangements that will cause him to
say, “Well, I really don’t mean what I said,”
we now have a structure in place to continue
to provide a strong message to the North Ko-
rean. We have the capability of more sanc-
tions. We have the capability of convincing
other nations to send a clear message.

So I like our position in terms of achieving
this mission in a diplomatic way. And I want
to thank the Prime Minister for being a
strong advocate of sending a clear message
to the North Korean leader that there’s a bet-
ter way forward than to defy the world.

On all issues, there is a—whether it’s this
issue or any other issue—is that we will work
with our partners to determine how long. But
as I said, our patience is not unlimited. And
that’s the operative word for the leader in
North Korea to understand. We hope he
moves forward soon, obviously. Just like in—
somebody asked me the other day, how long
in Darfur? Well, the leaders will find out the
definition of how long when we make it clear
we’'re moving in a different direction. There’s
still time for the North Korean leader to
make the right choice.

Prime Minister Abe. Well, today this
issue had very candid exchange of views. And
our understanding of the issue and the direc-
tion we are pursuing, we completely see eye
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to eye on this matter, and we’ve had com-
pletely the same attitude. We’ll continue to
deal with the North Korean issue.

Well, we have to make the North Koreans
understand that unless they keep up their
promise, the difficult conditions they find
themselves under—the food situation and
economic situation—they’ll not be able to re-
solve those difficulties. And in fact, the situa-
tion would only worsen. So they need to re-
spond appropriately on these issues, other-
wise we will have to take a tougher response
on our side.

In agreement with the procedures set
down by the six-party talks, we’ll have to con-
tinue to watch whether the North Koreans
will actually act. In our negotiations with
North Koreans, we now have learned full
well their negotiating ploys. And between
Japan and the United States, we’ll maintain
close coordination for the resolution of this
issue.

North Korea/Abduction of Japanese
Citizens

Q. Once again, allow me to ask questions
related to North Korea. In Japan, the inter-
pretation is that the United States have be-
come softer on the BDA, Banco Delta Asia
issue, and some people are concerned. Now
Mr. Abe, in your meeting today, did you ask
President Bush to step up the American
pressures on North Korea?

And a question for Mr. President—I un-
derstand the United States has agreed with
North Korea to start negotiations on lifting
the terrorist state designation. And is it right
to consider that a precondition for lifting
would be the abduction issue resolution?

Prime Minister Abe. Well, to resolve the
North Korean issues, of course, dialog is
needed. But in resolving those issues and in
negotiating with North Koreans, there is a
need for pressure. And on that score, we—
George and I fully agree. And we reaffirmed
that point today. Should the North Koreans
fail to keep their promise, we will step up
our pressures on North Korea. And on that
point, again, I believe we see eye to eye.

As for the importance of the abduction
issue, George and our American friends, I'm
sure, are fully aware, and they understand
our thinking, and they support our position.
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In resolving that abduction issue, as well,
Japan and the United States will cooperate
with each other when we need to cooperate
with each other. And the President thinks
the same way.

President Bush. We have shown the
North Korean leader that obstinance on this
issue, that there’s a price to pay. In other
words, we have come together as a group
of nations, all aiming to achieve the same ob-
jective, and that is for the leader to—of
North Korea to verifiably give up the weap-
ons programs that he has, just like he said
he would do. And we have proven that we
can work in a collaboration to deny certain
benefits to the North Korean Government
and people. That’s what we’ve shown so far.

I think it’s wise to show the North Korean
leader, as well, that there is a better way for-
ward. I wouldn’t call that soft; I'd call that
wise diplomacy. It’s his choice to make, ulti-
mately, not our choice, as to whether he hon-
ors the agreement he agreed to. Our objec-
tive is to hold him to account. But he’s got
different ways forward, and we have made
that avenue available for his choice. And so
the meeting today, of course, is to hope for
the best and plan for the worst. We’re hoping
that the North Korea leader continues to
make the right choice for his country. But
if he should choose not to, we've got a strat-
egy to make sure that the pressure we've ini-
tially applied is even greater. That’s our plan.

And so it is—he ought to know that if he
makes right choices, there is a way for him
to be able to deal with a listing that our Gov-
ernment has placed on him; in other words,
there’s a way forward. And this is—what
you're referring to is the beginning of a proc-
ess; it’s the beginning of an opportunity for
him to be in a different position, vis-a-vis the
United States Government, on a variety of
fronts.

Any discussion about ways forward, how-
ever, shouldn’t—should not obscure my
strong sentiment about the abductee issue.
The Prime Minister mentioned how Mrs.
Yokata was affected by her visit to the Oval
Office. Well, T was affected by her visit to
the Oval Office. It broke my heart to be in
the presence of a Japanese mother whose
love for her daughter has not diminished over
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time, and her grief is sincere and real. T re-
member her bringing the picture of the child
as she remembers her, right there where I
go to work every day, and sitting it on the
couch next to her.

So I'm deeply affected by her. She needs
to understand that her visit added a human
dimension to an issue which is obviously very
important to the Japanese people. And I will
never forget her visit, and I will work with
my friend and the Japanese Government to
get this issue resolved in a way that touches
the human heart, in a way that—it’s got more
than just a kind of a diplomatic ring to it,
as far as I'm concerned. It’s a human issue
now to me; it’s a tangible, emotional issue.
And thank you for bringing the question up.

Toby [Tabassum Zakaria, Reuters].

Emergency Supplemental Appropriations

Q. Mr. President, the Democrats have
voted for a withdrawal timetable from Iraq,
which you have said that you will veto. What
ideas do you have for breaking this logjam
going forward? And would you be willing to
veto a second bill?

President Bush. Well, first of all, I haven’t
vetoed the first bill yet. But I'm going to.
And the reason why I'm going to is because
the Members of Congress have made mili-
tary decisions on behalf of the military.
Theyre telling our generals what to do.
They're withdrawing before we've even fin-
ished reinforcing our troops in Baghdad.
They're sending, in my judgment, a bad mes-
sage to the Iraqis and to an enemy and, most
importantly, to our military folks. And so I
made it clear I'd veto.

And, by the way, they're adding spending
that shouldn’t belong in the bill in the first
place. Maybe they're important issues, but
they ought to be—these spending bills ought
to be—or spending issues ought to be de-
bated in the normal course of business. And
so I've said this all along; my position has
been consistent.

I'm sorry it’s come to this. In other words,
I'm sorry that we've had this, you know, the
issue evolve the way it has. But nevertheless,
it is what it is, and it will be vetoed, and
my veto will be sustained. And then the ques-
tion is the way forward. And my suggestion
is that—and I invite the leaders of the House
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and the Senate, both parties, to come down
soon after my veto so we can discuss a way
forward. And if the Congress wants to test
my will as to whether or not T'll accept a
timetable for withdrawal, I won’t accept one.
I just don’t think it’s in the interest of our
troops.

I think it—I'm just envisioning what it
would be like to be a young soldier in the
middle of Iraq and realizing that politicians
have all of the sudden made military deter-
minations. And in my judgment, that would
put a kid in harm’s way, more so than he
or she already is. I really think it’s a mistake
for Congress to try to tell generals, our mili-
tary experts, how to conduct a war.

And furthermore, the idea of putting all
kinds of extraneous spending on a bill, the
bill—purpose of which is to fund our troops,
is—I just don’t accept that. So if they want
to try again, that which I have said was unac-
ceptable, then of course I'll veto it, but I
hope it doesn’t come to that. I believe we
can work a way forward. And I think we can
come to our senses and make sure that we
get the money to the troops in a timely fash-
ion. It's important to have a political debate,
but as I've consistently said, we don’t want
our troops in between the debate. And Con-
gress needs to get this money to the Pen-
tagon so the Pentagon can get the money
to the troops and so our readiness will be
up to par and people—training missions will
go forward.

I know Congress, no matter what their po-
sition is on the war, doesn’t want to affect
readiness, and they don’t want to affect the
military families—I understand that—but
they're going to if they keep trying to pass
legislation that is—that just doesn’t—that
withdraws troops or micromanages the war.

And so I'm optimistic we can get a bill,
a good bill, and a bill that satisfies all our
objectives, and that’s to get the money to the
troops as quickly as possible.

Japan’s Comfort Women

Q. Well, a question on the wartime com-
fort women issue. Mr. Prime Minister, on
this issue, did you explain your thoughts to
President Bush? And on this matter, did you
talk about further factual investigations on
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the matter and any intent to apologize on
the issue?

Also, a question for Mr. President on the
comfort women issue. From the view—per-
spective of human rights and Asian history
perceptions, I wonder if you could express
your thoughts or views.

Prime Minister Abe. Well, in my meeting
with the congressional representatives yes-
terday, I explained my thoughts, and that is,
I do have deep-hearted sympathies that my
people had to serve as comfort women, were
placed in extreme hardships, and had to suf-
fer that sacrifice; and that I, as Prime Min-
ister of Japan, expressed my apologizes, and
also expressed my apologizes for the fact that
they were placed in that sort of circumstance.

Now, the 20th century was a century that
human rights were violated in many parts of
the world. So we have to make the 21st cen-
tury a century—a wonderful century in
which no human rights are violated. And I
myself and Japan wish to make significant
contributions to that end. And so I explained
these thoughts to President.

President Bush. The comfort women
issue is a regrettable chapter in the history
of the world, and I accept the Prime Min-
ister’s apology. I thought it was a very—I
thought his statements, Kono’s statement, as
well as statements here in the United States
were very straightforward and from his heart.
And I'm looking forward to working with this
man to lead our nations forward. And that’s
what we spent time discussing today.

We had a personal visit on the issue. And
he gave his—he told me what was on his
heart about the issue, and I appreciated his
candor. And our jobs are to, obviously, learn
lessons from the past. All of us need to learn
lessons from the past and lead our nations
forward. And that’s what the Prime Minister
is doing in a very capable way.

Listen, we thank you all for coming. Ap-
preciate your time. Have a nice weekend.
Mr. Prime Minister, thank you.

NOTE: The President’s news conference began at
11:09 a.m. In his remarks, he referred to Akie
Abe, wife of Prime Minister Abe; Chairman Kim
Jong 11 of North Korea; and Yohei Kono, Speaker
of Japan’s House of Representatives. Prime Min-
ister Abe and some reporters spoke in Japanese,
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and their remarks were translated by an inter-
preter.

Joint Statement by the United States
of America and Japan on Energy
Security, Clean Development, and
Climate Change

April 27, 2007

President Bush and Prime Minister Abe
agreed today that confronting the interlinked
challenges of energy security, clean develop-
ment, and climate change requires sustained
and effective global action. The United States
and Japan are working to ensure that the en-
ergy on which our economies depend re-
mains reliable, affordable, and secure by en-
couraging efficiency, diversity of supply, and
advances in technology. At the same time our
nations are making meaningful progress in
addressing air pollution and greenhouse
gases from our power and transportation sys-
tems. We remain committed to the ultimate
objective of stabilizing greenhouse gas con-
centrations in the atmosphere at a level that
would prevent dangerous anthropogenic in-
terference with the climate system, and will
further explore the steps forward to this ob-
jective.

The United States and Japan are also ad-
vancing the clean energy technology needed
to change for the better the way we power
our homes, businesses, and automobiles. We
are accelerating the development and de-
ployment of these technologies by providing
policy incentives to reduce the cost barriers
to their full commercialization. We especially
note the importance of advancing: energy ef-
ficiency and renewable energy, alternative
and renewable fuels, hydrogen, near-zero
emissions coal, nuclear energy, and fusion
energy. We will work together to advance our
nationally-defined objectives in these areas,
taking advantage of a wide range of policy
tools and measures including mandatory pro-
grams, incentives, and public-private tech-
nology partnerships. We will conduct a joint
quantitative study on the economic, techno-
logical, and climate benefits of energy effi-
ciency, in recognition of the trend toward na-
tional energy efficiency goals and programs
throughout the Asia-Pacific region.
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The United States and Japan will work
constructively with our international part-
ners, in particular the major energy con-
suming nations, to promote the commer-
cialization of advanced clean energy tech-
nologies. In this regard, we will also use the
G8, the UNFCCC, the Asia-Pacific Partner-
ship on Clean Development and Climate, the
International Energy Agency, APEC, the
Commission of Sustainable Development,
and other multilateral partnerships. We reaf-
firm the goals of the Reduce, Reuse and Re-
cycle (3R) Initiative set at the G8 Summit
at Sea Island in 2004. This includes the re-
duction of barriers to the international flow
of goods and materials for recycling and re-
manufacturing, recycled and remanufactured
products, and cleaner, more efficient tech-
nologies, consistent with existing environ-
mental and trade obligations and frame-
works. We also note that a report on the
Gleneagles Dialogue on Climate Change,
Clean Energy and Sustainable Development
will be received at the G8 summit meeting
to be hosted by Japan in 2008.

We will also endeavor under the Montreal
Protocol to ensure the recovery of the ozone
layer to pre-1980 levels by accelerating the
phase-out of HCFCs in a way that supports
energy efficiency and climate change objec-
tives. We will continue to exercise leadership
in the development of the Global Earth Ob-
servation System of Systems (GEOSS).

The United States and Japan recognize the
value of our bilateral High-Level Consulta-
tions on Climate Change and will enhance,
strengthen, and streamline that dialogue.
The United States will send a delegation of
senior-level officials to Japan before the G8
Summit in June to discuss further implemen-
tation of this statement.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Statement on North Korea Freedom
Week
April 27, 2007

I send greetings to all those observing
North Korea Freedom Week. Those living
in North Korea regrettably know firsthand
the meaning of deprivation of freedom. I
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have met in the Oval Office with some of
the courageous few who have managed to
escape from the country. I have heard first-
hand accounts of their suffering in North
Korea and of their dangerous journeys to
freedom. And I have seen how they now live
in freedom’s light. We will continue to
strengthen our commitment to bring free-
dom to all repressed peoples. I believe the
21st century will be freedom’s century for
all Koreans. One day every citizen of that
peninsula will live in dignity, freedom, and
prosperity at home and in peace with their
neighbors abroad. Until that day comes, we
will not rest in our efforts to support the
North Korean people as they strive to
achieve the rights and freedoms to which
they are entitled as human beings.

Proclamation 8134—National
Charter Schools Week, 2007

April 27, 2007

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Across our country, charter schools are
providing quality education for America’s
students. During National Charter Schools
Week, we recognize the important contribu-
tions of charter schools and underscore our
commitment to ensuring that all children re-
ceive the education they need to lead lives
of purpose and success.

Charter schools are public schools that
provide families with a valuable educational
alternative. Because they are not bound by
many regulatory requirements, charter
schools have the flexibility to innovate in
ways that will best meet students” academic
needs. Today, there are about 4,000 charter
schools in 40 States and the District of Co-
lumbia helping more than one million stu-
dents realize their full potential.

My Administration is dedicated to pro-
viding parents with more choices so that their
children will have the best opportunity to
gain the skills necessary to compete and suc-
ceed in the global economy. Through the No
Child Left Behind Act, we are setting high
standards, expanding parents’ options, and
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closing the achievement gap. Charter schools
are getting results and helping guide children
across the country on the path to a better
life.

This week we thank educational entre-
preneurs for supporting charter schools, and
we honor all those involved in charter schools
for helping their students reach high expecta-
tions.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 29 through
May 5, 2007, as National Charter Schools
Week. I applaud our Nation’s charter schools
and all those who make them a success, and
I call on parents of charter school students
to share their success stories and help Ameri-
cans understand more about the important
work of charter schools.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-seventh day of April, in
the year of our Lord two thousand seven,
and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and thir-
ty-first.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:00 a.m., April 30, 2007]

NoOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on May 1.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

April 21

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing.

In the evening, at the Washington Hilton
Hotel, the President and Mrs. Bush attended
the White House Correspondents’ Associa-
tion dinner.
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April 23

In the morning, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with President Vladimir
Putin of Russia. Later, he had an intelligence
briefing. Then, in the Situation Room, he
participated in a briefing by Gen. David H.
Petraeus, USA, commanding general, Multi-
National Force—Iraq.

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the
President met with Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs R. James Nicholson to discuss the find-
ings of the Task Force on Returning Global
War on Terror Heroes.

April 24

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, he traveled to New
York City, where, upon arrival in the after-
noon, he met with USA Freedom Corps vol-
unteer Charles “Chick” Lemonick.

Later in the afternoon, the President
toured Harlem Village Academy Charter
School and met with students, parents, and
teachers to discuss charter schools. Later, at
the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, he participated in
an interview with Charlie Rose of PBS’s
“Charlie Rose.” He then met with Gov. Eliot
Spitzer of New York.

In the evening, at a private residence, the
President attended a Republican National
Committee dinner. Later, he returned to
Washington, DC.

The White House announced that the
President will welcome Prime Minister
Fredrik Reinfeldt of Sweden to the White
House on May 15.

The White House announced that the
President and Mrs. Bush will travel to
Heiligendamm, Germany, to attend the
G-8 Summit on June 6-8. Prior to the Sum-
mit, the President will visit Prague, Czech
Republic, on June 5 for meetings with Presi-
dent Vaclav Klaus and Prime Minister Mirek
Topolanek of the Czech Republic. Following
the G-8, the President will travel to Jurata,
Poland, on June 8 for a meeting with Presi-
dent Lech Kaczynski of Poland. On June 9,
he will visit the Vatican for his first meeting
with Pope Benedict XVI, and Rome, Italy,
for meetings with President Giorgio
Napolitano and Prime Minister Romano
Prodi of Italy. The President will then pro-
ceed to Tirana, Albania, on June 10 to meet
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with President Alfred Moisiu and Prime
Minister Sali Berisha of Albania, before con-
cluding his trip in Sofia, Bulgaria, where he
will meet on June 11 with President Georgi
Parvanov and Prime Minister Sergei
Stanishev of Bulgaria.

The President announced the designation
of the following individuals as members of
a Presidential delegation to attend the fu-
neral service of former President Boris
Yeltsin of Russia on April 25: George H.W.
Bush and William J. Clinton (heads of dele-
gation); and William Joseph Burns.

The President declared a major disaster in
New York and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the
area struck by severe storms and inland and
coastal flooding on April 14-18.

April 25

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing.

In the afternoon, in Room 350 of the
Dwight D. Eisenhower Executive Office
Building, the President met with the Con-
gressional Hispanic Caucus and the Congres-
sional Hispanic Conference.

The White House announced that the
President will host President Alvaro Uribe
Velez of Colombia at the White House on
May 2.

The President announced his intention to
nominate James R. Keith to be Ambassador
to Malaysia.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Nancy J. Powell to be Ambassador
to Nepal.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Stephen A. Seche to be Ambas-
sador to Yemen.

The President announced his intention to
nominate James K. Glassman to be a mem-
ber of the Broadcasting Board of Governors
and, upon appointment, to nominate him to
be Chairman.

The President announced his intention to
appoint William Hogarth as a U.S. Commis-
sioner to the International Commission for
the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (Govern-
ment Representative).

The President announced his intention to
appoint Todd T. Semonite as the Federal
member of the Delaware River Basin Com-
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mission (Delaware, New Jersey, New York,
and Pennsylvania), and as the Federal mem-
ber of the Susquehanna River Basin Com-
mission (Maryland, New York, and Pennsyl-
vania).

The President announced his intention to
appoint the following individuals as members
of the Advisory Committee for Trade Policy
and Negotiations: Jennifer Dunn; Terry D.
Growcock; Herbert Fisk Johnson; James W.
Owens; Sidney Taurel; and William Gerald
Walter.

The President declared a major disaster in
Maine and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the
area struck by severe storms and inland and
coastal flooding beginning on April 15 and
continuing.

April 26

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, in the Oval Office,
he and Mrs. Bush participated in a photo op-
portunity with the 2007 National and State
Teachers of the Year.

In the evening, at Blair House, the Presi-
dent and Mrs. Bush visited Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe of Japan and his wife, Akie Abe.
Later, in the Yellow Oval Room, they hosted
a dinner for Prime Minister Abe and Mrs.
Abe.

The White House announced that the

President will welcome President Ali
Abdallah Salih of Yemen to the White House
on May 2.

The White House announced that the
President will welcome Prime Minister Lee
Hsien Loong of Singapore to the White
House on May 4.

The President declared a major disaster in
New Jersey and ordered Federal aid to sup-
plement State and local recovery efforts in
the area struck by severe storms and inland
and coastal flooding on April 14-20.

April 27

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, he traveled to Camp
David, MD, where he welcomed Prime Min-
ister Shinzo Abe of Japan. He then met with
Prime Minister Abe.

Later in the morning, the President had
lunch with Prime Minister Abe.
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The President announced the designation
of the following individuals as members of
a Presidential delegation to attend the 65th
anniversary of the Battle of the Coral Sea
from May 3-5: Dirk Kempthorne (head of
delegation); Robert D. McCallum, Jr.; and
Rear Adm. James D. Kelly.

The President declared a major disaster in
New Hampshire and ordered Federal aid to
supplement State and local recovery efforts
in the area struck by severe storms and flood-
ing beginning on April 15 and continuing.
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potentiary of the United States of America
to Nepal.

Stephen A. Seche,

of Virginia, a career member of the Senior
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor,
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America
to the Republic of Yemen.

Checklist
of White House Press Releases

Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

The following list does not include promotions of
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For-
eign Service officers.

Submitted April 26

James K. Glassman,

of Connecticut, to be a member of the
Broadcasting Board of Governors for a term
expiring August 13, 2010 (reappointment).

James K. Glassman,

of Connecticut, to be a member of the
Broadcasting Board of Governors for a term
expiring August 13, 2007, vice Kenneth Y.
Tomlinson, term expired.

James K. Glassman,
of Connecticut, to be Chairman of the
Broadcasting Board of Governors, vice Ken-
neth Y. Tomlinson.

James R. Keith,

of Virginia, a career member of the Senior
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor,
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America
to Malaysia.

Nancy J. Powell,

of Towa, a career member of the Senior For-
eign Service, class of Career Minister, to be
Ambassador ~ Extraordinary and  Pleni-

The following list contains releases of the Office
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of
Other White House Announcements.

Released April 23
Transcript of a press briefing by Deputy
Press Secretary Dana Perino

Statement by the Deputy Press Secretary an-
nouncing that the President signed S. 1002

Released April 24

Statement by the Deputy Press Secretary:
President Bush To Attend Group of Eight
(G-8) Summit in Germany and Travel to the
Czech Republic, Poland, Italy, Albania, and
Bulgaria

Statement by the Deputy Press Secretary:
Results of Syrian Elections

Statement by the Deputy Press Secretary:
Visit of Prime Minister Fredrik Reinfeldt of
Sweden

Statement by the Deputy Press Secretary on
disaster assistance to New York

Fact sheet: No Child Left Behind: Keeping
America Competitive in the 21st Century

Released April 25

Transcript of a press briefing by Deputy
Press Secretary Dana Perino
Transcript of a press gaggle by Deputy Press

Secretary Dana Perino, National Security
Council Senior Director for Asian Affairs
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Dennis Wilder, and National Security Coun-
cil Deputy National Security Adviser for
International Economic Affairs David H.
McCormick

Statement by the Deputy Press Secretary on
congressional action on emergency supple-
mental appropriations

Statement by the Deputy Press Secretary:
Visit of President Uribe of Colombia

Statement by the Deputy Press Secretary on
disaster assistance to Maine

Released April 26

Transcript of a press briefing by Deputy
Press Secretary Dana Perino

Transcript of a press gaggle by Deputy Press
Secretary Dana Perino, National Security
Council Director for European Affairs Judy
Ansley, and National Security Council Senior
Director for International Trade, Energy,
and the Environment Rod Hunter

Statement by the Deputy Press Secretary:
Visit of Yemeni President Salih
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Statement by the Deputy Press Secretary:
Visit of Singapore Prime Minister Lee Hsien
Loong

Statement by the Deputy Press Secretary on
disaster assistance to New Jersey

Released April 27

Statement by the Deputy Press Secretary on
disaster assistance to New Hampshire

Fact sheet: U.S.-Japan Cooperation To Tack-
le Global Trade, Energy, and Environmental
Challenges

Acts Approved
by the President

Approved April 23

S. 1002 / Public Law 110-19
Older Americans Reauthorization Technical
Corrections Act



