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541 

Week Ending Friday, May 4, 2007 

Proclamation 8135—Law Day, 
U.S.A., 2007 
April 27, 2007 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Our Nation is built upon the rule of law 

and guided by our founding promise of free-
dom, equality, and justice for all. Law Day 
is an opportunity to celebrate the Constitu-
tion and the laws that protect our rights and 
liberties and to recognize our responsibility 
as citizens to uphold the values of a free and 
just society. 

Generations of Americans have served the 
cause of justice and shaped our legal institu-
tions to ensure that the blessings of liberty 
extend to every citizen. The men and women 
of America’s legal community have worked 
to defend the Constitution, protect the inno-
cent, and secure the rights of their fellow 
citizens. Their efforts have helped make our 
Nation a shining example of justice. 

America’s faith in the rule of law has en-
dured through the centuries. Today, we 
strive to prepare our next generation of lead-
ers to carry on America’s tradition of freedom 
and democracy. The theme of this year’s Law 
Day, ‘‘Liberty Under Law: Empowering 
Youth, Assuring Democracy,’’ highlights the 
importance of teaching our young people 
about the vital role they can play in our 
democratic society. We all have a duty to 
help our youth become responsible citizens 
by promoting the virtues that sustain our de-
mocracy and fostering a deeper under-
standing and respect for our Constitution and 
laws. These young men and women will 
shape the future of our country, and their 
spirit and character will help promote justice, 
equality, and opportunity throughout our 
country. 

The strength of our legal system requires 
the ongoing commitment of every citizen. As 

we observe Law Day, we celebrate our Na-
tion’s legal heritage and honor those who 
work to advance the cause of justice. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
in accordance with Public Law 87–20, as 
amended, do hereby proclaim May 1, 2007, 
as Law Day, U.S.A. I call upon all the people 
of the United States to observe this day with 
appropriate ceremonies and activities. I also 
call upon Government officials to display the 
flag of the United States in support of this 
national observance. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-seventh day of April, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand seven, 
and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and thir-
ty-first. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., May 1, 2007] 

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on April 28, and it was 
published in the Federal Register on May 2. 

The President’s Radio Address 
April 28, 2007 

Good morning. This weekend I am trav-
eling to Florida to address the graduating 
class of Miami Dade College. This college 
serves one of our Nation’s most vibrant and 
diverse communities. Miami is home to peo-
ple whose families have been in our country 
for generations and to people who have only 
just arrived. This diversity is one of the great 
strengths of that city, and it is one of the 
great strengths of our country. 

The opportunities America offers make 
our land a beacon of hope for people from 
every corner of the world. America’s ability 
to assimilate new immigrants has set us apart 
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from other nations. In this country, our ori-
gins matter less than our dreams. What 
makes us Americans is our shared belief in 
democracy and liberty. Our Nation now faces 
a critical challenge: to build an immigration 
system that upholds these ideals and meets 
America’s needs in the 21st century. 

In Washington, we are in the midst of an 
important discussion about immigration. Our 
current immigration system is in need of re-
form. We need a system where our laws are 
respected. We need a system that meets the 
legitimate needs of our economy. And we 
need a system that treats people with dignity 
and helps newcomers assimilate into our so-
ciety. 

We must address all elements of this prob-
lem together or none of them will be solved 
at all. And we must do it in a way that learns 
from the mistakes that caused previous re-
forms to fail. So I support comprehensive im-
migration reform that will allow us to secure 
our borders and enforce our laws, keep us 
competitive in the global economy, and re-
solve the status of those already here, without 
amnesty and without animosity. 

I know convictions run deep on the matter 
of immigration. Yet I am confident we can 
have a serious, civil, and conclusive debate. 
My administration is working closely with 
Members of Congress from both sides of the 
aisle. We are addressing our differences in 
good faith, and we are working to build con-
sensus. And I am pleased that some of those 
who had doubts about comprehensive reform 
last year are now open to supporting it. 

There is a desire on the part of Repub-
licans and Democrats alike to get this prob-
lem solved. And by working together, we can 
enact comprehensive immigration reform 
this year. 

Our Nation deserves an immigration sys-
tem that secures our borders and honors our 
proud history as a nation of immigrants. By 
working together, we will enforce our laws 
and ensure that America forever remains a 
land of opportunity and a great hope on the 
horizon. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 5:40 p.m. on 
April 26 in the Map Room at the White House 
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on April 28. The tran-
script was made available by the Office of the 

Press Secretary on April 27 but was embargoed 
for release until the broadcast. The Office of the 
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language 
transcript of this address. 

Commencement Address at Miami 
Dade College—Kendall Campus in 
Miami, Florida 

April 28, 2007 

Thank you very much, Mr. President. 
You’re on your way. [Laughter] Christopher, 
thank you for your fine introduction. I 
know—see your mom over there. I know 
she’s awfully proud of you. [Laughter] Dr. 
Padron; Dr. Gray; members of the board of 
trustees; members of the administration; fac-
ulty and staff; former Governor Bush—al-
ways mi hermano—[laughter]—Senator 
Martinez; Congressman Lincoln Diaz-Balart; 
y tambien Mario Diaz-Balart; proud alumni, 
especially Congresswoman Ileana Ros- 
Lehtinen; distinguished guests; family, 
friends, and members of the class of 2007: 
Thank you for your warm welcome, and 
thank you for the honor of addressing you. 

This is a joyous day for the graduating class 
at Miami Dade College. Yet on campuses 
across America, our thoughts turn to the stu-
dents and faculty and staff at Virginia Tech. 
We remember lives cut short, teachers taken 
from their students, and young men and 
women who will never attend their com-
mencement ceremonies. Members of the 
Miami-Dade community share this sense of 
loss. One of the young victims was a former 
Miami Dade student who transferred to Vir-
ginia Tech—Daniel Cueva. Daniel’s family 
knows, or should know, that we pray for them 
today, and we offer our comfort to the fami-
lies who grieve the loss of a loved one during 
this commencement season. 

It is always a pleasure to be back here to 
Miami, and I thank Dr. Padron for asking 
me. It hasn’t escaped my attention that when 
you were looking for Bushes to invite— 
[laughter]—I came in fourth. [Laughter] 
Laura spoke at your North Campus com-
mencement in 2004, my mother spoke— 
[laughter]—brother Jeb has spoken here 
twice. [Laughter] Before I stepped on the 
stage, I asked him for some advice. I said, 
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‘‘Jeb, give me some advice.’’ He said, ‘‘Florid-
ians hold their politicians to strict term limits: 
8 years for a Governor, and 15 minutes for 
a commencement speaker.’’ [Laughter] I will 
do my best. 

This afternoon, some of you are graduating 
with high honors, and I congratulate you. 
That’s something I never experienced. 
[Laughter] Of course, today I have done 
something that most of you have never expe-
rienced; I made it to campus with absolutely 
no traffic. [Laughter] And I found a nice 
parking spot. [Laughter] 

The members of the class of 2007 have 
worked hard for this day. When you arrived 
on this campus, you set a goal for yourselves, 
and you met that goal with determination 
and discipline. Today you are leaving this fine 
college with a degree with your name on it 
and a promise of a better future. And I con-
gratulate you on this important achievement. 

To reach this day, you had the support of 
outstanding professors. They taught you well; 
they gave you extra help when you needed 
it; and they inspired you to aim high. I thank 
the faculty members for their dedication to 
their students and for their dedication to the 
teaching profession. 

To reach this day, you also had the support 
of loving families. Many of you had moms 
and dads who sacrificed to put you through 
school and to give you this opportunity. Oth-
ers of you put yourselves through school 
while providing for your own families. Those 
of you with young children found yourselves 
keeping tabs on two sets of homework— 
yours and theirs. I ask all the families—the 
moms and dads, husbands and wives, sons 
and daughters, to receive—to stand and re-
ceive the thanks of the class of 2007. 

As this graduating class goes forward, you 
enter a world of unbounded opportunity. 
America’s economy is prospering; our trade 
with the world is flourishing; and new possi-
bilities are opening every day. And the key 
to unlocking those possibilities is a good edu-
cation. 

Here at Miami Dade, the college adminis-
tration has teamed with local industries, from 
health care to aviation to information tech-
nology, to make sure the students who leave 
here do so with the skills that will enable 
them to succeed. The school slogan is ‘‘op-

portunity changes everything.’’ And in news-
papers and billboards and buses around this 
city, people can see how high you can rise 
with a degree from Miami Dade. 

Kathy Sparger graduated from Miami 
Dade with a degree in nursing, and today 
she is vice president of patient services and 
chief nursing officer at South Miami Hos-
pital. Jimmie Allen graduated from Miami 
Dade with a degree in architectural tech-
nology and went on to start his own architec-
ture firm. Robert Parker graduated from 
Miami Dade with a degree in criminal jus-
tice, and today he is the director of the 
Miami-Dade Police Department. These peo-
ple have followed different paths in life, but 
they all have one thing in common. Their 
road to success began right here at Miami 
Dade. 

And today you join their ranks as proud 
graduates of this fine college. If you leave 
here determined to succeed, as they did, you 
will achieve your dreams as well. I ask you 
to dream big, to be confident in your future, 
and use the diploma you receive today to 
stake your claim in this land of opportunity. 

The opportunities of America make our 
land a beacon of hope for people from every 
corner of the world. It says something about 
this college that more than half of the stu-
dents were raised speaking a language other 
than English. Some of you are the children 
and grandchildren of immigrants who risked 
everything to give you opportunities they 
never had. Others of you are immigrants 
yourself, who came to this country with the 
hope of a better life and the determination 
to work for it. Over the years, this school 
has helped open the door for opportunity for 
hundreds of thousands of immigrants, and 
that is why Miami Dade proudly calls itself 
‘‘democracy’s college.’’ 

This college has had a significant impact 
on thousands of our citizens. Take, for exam-
ple, Gwen Belfon, who graduates today. As 
a single mother in Trinidad and Tobago, 
Gwen dreamed of attending college. But she 
put her own dreams on hold to raise her four 
children. A few years ago, Gwen came to the 
United States and enrolled at Miami Dade. 
Today this proud mother fulfills a lifelong 
dream. When Gwen crosses the stage this 
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afternoon, she will receive her associate’s de-
gree in education. And she’s not done yet. 
Next January, she will return to Miami Dade 
to start on her bachelor’s degree. 

Another immigrant who knows what a 
Miami Dade degree can do is the president 
of this college, Dr. Padron. At age 15, he 
left his home and family in Cuba for a new 
life in the United States. He arrived with a 
desire to learn and a will to succeed. At 
Miami Dade, he earned a degree in econom-
ics, while still learning the English language. 
Today, he is the first president of this college 
to speak English as a second language. Some 
people might say I am the first President of 
the United States who can make the same 
claim. [Laughter] Dr. Padron has gone on 
to serve as a leader in the academic commu-
nity and an inspiring example for immigrants 
studying at this school today. 

Immigrants like Gwen and Eduardo 
Padron came from different countries, at dif-
ferent times, under different circumstances. 
They are evidence that in America, your ori-
gins matter less than your dreams. They 
prove that if you work hard and make a com-
mitment to learning, you will find that the 
doors have a way of opening for you. So my 
call is this: Use the degree you earn today 
as the first step in a lifetime of learning. By 
doing so, you will build a brighter future for 
yourselves and your families and help main-
tain the promise of the United States of 
America. 

Maintaining the promise of America re-
quires that we remain an open and wel-
coming society. This college serves the City 
of Miami, which is one of the most vibrant 
and diverse communities in our Nation. 
Miami is home to people whose families have 
been in Florida for generations and to those 
who have only just arrived. This diversity is 
one of the great strengths of this city, it is 
one of the great strengths of this college, and 
it is one of the great strengths of America. 

Over the years, America’s ability to assimi-
late new immigrants has set us apart from 
other nations. What makes us Americans is 
a shared belief in democracy and liberty. And 
now our Nation faces a vital challenge: to 
build an immigration system that upholds 
these ideals and meets America’s needs in 
the 21st century. 

In Washington, we are in the midst of an 
important discussion about immigration. Our 
current immigration system is in need of re-
form. It is not working. We need a system 
where our laws are respected. We need a 
system that meets the legitimate needs of our 
economy. And we need a system that treats 
people with dignity and helps newcomers as-
similate into our society. 

We must address all elements of this prob-
lem together or none of them will be solved 
at all. And we must do it in a way that learns 
from the mistakes that caused previous re-
forms to fail. I am a strong supporter of com-
prehensive immigration reform that will 
allow us to secure our borders and enforce 
our laws once and for all, that will keep us 
competitive in a global economy, and that 
will resolve the status of those who are al-
ready here, without amnesty and without ani-
mosity. 

At Miami Dade, you know firsthand the 
contributions that immigrants make to our 
country. You see every day the values of hard 
work and family and faith that immigrants 
bring. This experience gives you a special re-
sponsibility to make your voices heard. One 
of the great strengths of America is that the 
most important issues are decided by the will 
of the people. That’s why an educated citi-
zenry is so vital to the success of our country. 
As graduates of Miami Dade, you are well- 
equipped to make a contribution to these 
vital debates. Speak out on the issues that 
matter to you. Participate in your Nation’s 
civic life. By taking part in American democ-
racy, you will be active and responsible citi-
zens and you will make our country stronger. 

Many of the graduates of the class of 2007 
have roots in countries where the oppor-
tunity to participate in an open debate does 
not exist. One of those countries lies just 90 
miles from our shores, on the island of Cuba. 
In Havana and other Cuban cities, there are 
people just like you who are attending school 
and dreaming of a better life. Unfortunately, 
those dreams are stifled by a cruel dictator-
ship that denies all freedom in the name of 
a dark and discredited ideology. 

Some of you still have loved ones who live 
in Cuba and wait for the day when the light 
of liberty will shine upon them again. That 
day is nearing. The reign of every tyrant 
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comes to an end, yet the desire for freedom 
is never-ending. In Cuba and across the 
world, all who struggle for freedom have a 
friend in the United States, and we will stand 
with them until that struggle is won. 

The advance of liberty is the great story 
of our time. Some of your fellow students 
have played an important part in that story. 
Hundreds of veterans of the United States 
Armed Forces are taking classes at Miami 
Dade. Sixteen veterans graduate from this 
campus today. We thank all these brave men 
and women for their service and for their 
courageous decision to wear the uniform of 
the United States of America. 

One of those veterans is a young man 
named Jimmy Zapata. Jimmy’s family emi-
grated from Colombia when he was 14. After 
he finished high school, he enlisted in the 
United States Marine Corps. In 2003, Ser-
geant Zapata helped provide convoy security 
and supplies for units pushing toward Bagh-
dad as a part of Operation Iraqi Freedom. 
Sergeant Zapata fought for his adopted coun-
try with honor and valor. He has earned the 
gratitude of his Nation, and today he earns 
his associate’s degree from Miami Dade Col-
lege. The United States will always be proud 
to have immigrants like Sergeant Zapata, and 
I know Miami Dade will always be proud 
to call him one of your own. 

I ask every member of the class of 2007 
to learn from Sergeant Zapata’s example; 
step forward to serve a cause larger than 
yourself. Volunteer in a local soup kitchen 
or shelter. Take time to check in on an elder-
ly neighbor. Be a mentor to a child in need. 
Use the skills you have learned here to help 
build a better nation. Our armies of compas-
sion need men and women like you. The 
great test of this generation will be how you 
answer the call to extend the promise of 
America and make our Nation a more hope-
ful place for all. The character of the class 
of 2007 gives me great faith in your success 
and confidence in the future of a nation that 
makes one people from out of many. 

Congratulations on your achievement. Que 
Dios les bendiga. May God bless you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:13 p.m. In his 
remarks, he referred to Eduardo J. Padron, presi-
dent, Miami Dade College; Christopher Miles, 
student government president, and Gregory Gray, 

president, Miami Dade College—Kendall Cam-
pus; and former Gov. Jeb Bush of Florida. 

The President’s News Conference 
With European Union Leaders 

April 30, 2007 

President Bush. Thank you all. Please be 
seated. Welcome to the Rose Garden. I want 
to welcome Angela Merkel and Jose Barroso 
here. Thank you all for your friendship. 
Thank you for what has been a serious set 
of discussions. 

I told the Chancellor and the President 
that the EU-U.S. relations are very important 
to our country, that not only is it important 
for us to strategize how to promote pros-
perity and peace, but it’s important for us 
to achieve concrete results. And we have 
done so. 

I thank the Chancellor and Jose very much 
for the transatlantic economic integration 
plan that the three of us signed today. It is 
a statement of the importance of trade. It 
is a commitment to eliminating barriers to 
trade. It is a recognition that the closer that 
the United States and the EU become, the 
better off our people become. And so this 
is a substantial agreement, and I appreciate 
it. 

We also talked about Doha, and I thank 
Peter Mandelson and Susan Schwab for 
briefing us. The first thing I told the group 
in the Cabinet Room was that I am firmly 
dedicated to a successful Doha round. I be-
lieve it’s in this country’s interests that we 
reject isolationism and protectionism and en-
courage free trade. I’m under no illusions as 
to how hard it will be to achieve the objec-
tive, but the first thing is, there must be a 
firm commitment by the leadership to get 
a deal. 

Secondly, I reminded the people that this 
country is dedicated to working to eliminate 
poverty and disease, and the best way to help 
the developing world is through a successful 
Doha round. We told our trade ministers, 
‘‘Work hard; work often; work construc-
tively.’’ And I believe we can be successful. 
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We’re committed to reducing our agricul-
tural subsidies in order to advance the proc-
ess. We expect others to follow suit and mar-
ket access. 

Anyway, I am optimistic we can achieve 
the objective. And today’s meetings gave us 
a chance to discuss a way forward. We talked 
about the visa waiver program. We talked 
about Iran and the need for our nations to 
continue to work closely together to send a 
unified message to the Iranians that their de-
velopment of a nuclear weapon is unaccept-
able to peace. We talked about Darfur. 

We talked about Afghanistan and Iraq. 
And I appreciate very much the EU support 
of the International Compact that will be 
meeting on Iraq here in Sharm al-Sheikh. We 
talked about Cuba and the importance for 
Cuba to be a free society, a society that re-
spects human rights and human dignity, a so-
ciety that honors the rule of law. 

We also talked about climate change, and 
here we share a common interest. One, we 
recognize that we have a problem with 
greenhouse gases; two, we recognize we have 
a problem with a dependence on oil; three, 
we recognize that we can use technologies 
to help solve this problem; and four, we rec-
ognize we have an obligation to work to-
gether to promote the technologies necessary 
to solve the problem and encourage the de-
veloping world to use those technologies. 

And so I found the discussion refreshing 
and interesting, and I appreciate the candid 
conversations we had. 

Madam Chancellor, welcome back here to 
the Rose Garden, and I’m looking forward 
to your comments. 

President Angela Merkel. Thank you, 
Mr. President, dear George. Thank you for 
the hospitality. Thank you for the hospitality 
you accorded to the European Union and 
also for the fact that you made it possible 
to hold this summit meeting between the EU 
and the United States of America, which al-
ready has a very good and rich tradition. 

It was a very interesting debate and one 
that was actually—we were talking about a 
lot of issues—about transatlantic economic 
integration, obviously, first and foremost. 
And let me thank you very warmly for the 
fact that we’ve been able to enjoy such sub-
stantial progress in such a relatively short 

time. That was only possible because the 
American administration—but in particular, 
you, Mr. President—were behind, full- 
square behind this project and because we 
not only agreed on general frameworks but 
on very concrete projects. 

And I think that’s exactly what the people 
in our country expect from us, all the rep-
resentatives of our respective business com-
munities. They ask us, ‘‘What can we do in 
order to really pool our resources and make 
sure that we work on one and the same level 
playing field as regards, for example, our 
shared values.’’ So I am confident that what 
with the Economic Council that we have set 
up, we will be able to make progress on very 
concrete projects, for example, mutual rec-
ognition of standards and other areas. It is, 
as I see it, a significant step forward. 

I would also like to thank you for the 
progress we’ve been able to make on climate 
and energy issues. There is a common basis. 
We are aware of the fact that we do have 
a problem here, that we need to solve this 
problem. There are different approaches, ob-
viously, as to how to solve that. 

But we have been able, actually, to find 
a lot of common ground. And one of the 
issues we talked about, for example, was a 
commitment of the United States of America 
to introduce 20 percent biofuels over the 
next few years to come, until 2020, and to 
have this at their disposal. And for that too 
we need to develop a common market, com-
mon standards which, as I see it, has been, 
again, giving a more—a very important impe-
tus to that particular industry and that tech-
nology. 

Now, on climate, we will also need to work 
on this in view of the upcoming G–8 summit, 
where we will make it clear, as European 
Union, as United States of America, that we 
don’t want to isolate ourselves or shut our-
selves off against the rest of the world, but 
where we want to enlist the support of oth-
ers, invite them to join us. 

And I also note that the trade talks have 
been taking place here on the margins of this 
meeting. They also, obviously, will then have 
to take part—place in the more wider group, 
the multilateral group. Let me just tell you, 
this agreement between the European Union 
and the U.S. is not in any way against free 
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trade. No, not at all. And what we need to 
do here is really to look at the larger picture. 
And I feel it’s so good that the President is 
committed to make a step forward also on 
reducing non-tariff barriers to trade. All of 
the partners will have to be in on this, but 
we will do our bit to make this true. 

I don’t want to go through the whole agen-
da of international issues. And let me just 
tell you, it was an open and candid discussion 
that clearly showed us that we need to work 
together, that diplomacy can only be success-
ful if we stand together, be this on the Mid-
dle East, on other issues. 

And let me tell you that we have been talk-
ing at greater length also about the situation 
in Darfur, which we consider to be totally 
unacceptable, and that we need to do every-
thing we can in order to help the people 
there on the ground who suffer immensely, 
because we have not made progress so far 
and that we ought to use all of our possibili-
ties in order to achieve progress also in the 
European—in the United Nations. 

Thank you yet again for your hospitality, 
for the commitment that, I think, the number 
of documents that we have been able to 
agree on here today show—is born out—it’s 
a good day for EU-U.S. relations. 

President Jose Manuel Durao Barroso. 
[Inaudible]—a very friendly exchange, the 
one we had today, covering the whole range 
of European Union-United States relations 
and also some international issues. President 
Bush and Chancellor Merkel already men-
tioned the basic points, so let me just under-
line one or two that I believe are specifically 
important, namely in terms of economic rela-
tions and also on climate. 

On economic relations, we signed very im-
portant framework for advancing trans-
atlantic European integration. This was al-
ready welcomed by business community on 
both sides of the Atlantic. Our economic rela-
tion is by far the most important in the world. 
Transatlantic trade in goods and service totals 
over 1.7 billion euros a day. But we can work 
together more to make that relation even 
easier. And I believe there is some untapped 
potential, namely if we can achieve more reg-
ulatory cooperation, in some cases regulatory 
convergence, put down some barriers to 
trade and investment on both sides, and to 

fight, of course, protectionism and isola-
tionism that sometimes happens on both 
sides of the Atlantic as well. 

So this is, indeed, a very important agree-
ment and an agreement that also brings with 
it a Transatlantic Economic Council to be 
a permanent body, with senior people on 
both sides of the Atlantic as we look at all 
those issues in a concrete manner, in which 
way we can make it move forward. 

On the European Union side, I decided 
to appoint Vice President of the Commission 
Gunter Verheugen as our leading personality 
in that council. 

Another important point linked with this, 
to be signed later this afternoon, is the Air 
Transport Agreement. It is a very important 
first-stage agreement on air transport, but it 
also brings with it the same idea of putting, 
in an easier footing, the relations—economic 
relations, people’s relations—between the 
United States of America and the European 
Union. And I think it’s also very important, 
is by far the most important, in terms of air 
traffic liberalization, since the convention of 
Chicago so many years ago. 

But trade—we also welcomed very strong 
statement that President Bush made during 
our meeting and—just now. We are very 
committed to a successful conclusion to 
Doha round. We believe we can do it. We 
should do it. It will be good for trade, for 
the economy globally, but also for developing 
world and also for having all the main players 
in a true multilateral system for trade. So we 
are going to make efforts to get that done. 

Regarding climate, I really welcome the 
fact that there was progress in this meeting. 
We agree there is a threat; there is a very 
serious and global threat. We agree that 
there is a need to reduce emissions. We 
agree that we should work together. That’s 
why I decided to have a forum where we 
are going to address many of these issues, 
namely technology and other issues that are 
important to fight climate change. And let’s 
be frank: Without the United States and Eu-
rope working together, we cannot engage 
others so that we can have a real global effort 
to face this very important threat to our econ-
omy but also to our security. So climate and 
energy security are important in the agenda. 
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And I’m very happy with the progress that 
we have achieved in this meeting today. 

Once again, President Bush, dear George, 
thank you very much for all the preparations 
and all the support you are giving personally 
to these very deep and strong relations. 

President Bush. Thank you, Jose. Two 
questions for the three of us, starting with 
Terry [Terence Hunt, Associated Press]. 

Emergency Supplemental Appropriations 
Q. Mr. President, you’re about to veto a 

bill that would force troop withdrawals from 
Iraq. How much of a voice are you willing 
to give Congress in the way that you conduct 
the war? 

President Bush. Yes. I am about to veto 
a bill that has got artificial timetables for 
withdrawal, but that’s not the only bad thing 
about the bill. It also imposes the judgment 
of people here in Washington on our military 
commanders and diplomats. It also adds do-
mestic spending that’s unrelated to the war. 
I have made my position very clear—the 
Congress chose to ignore it, and so I’ll veto 
the bill. 

That’s not to say that I’m not interested 
in their opinions. I am. I look forward to 
working with members of both parties to get 
a bill that doesn’t set artificial timetables and 
doesn’t micromanage and gets the money to 
our troops. I believe there’s a lot of Demo-
crats that understand that we need to get the 
money to the troops as soon as possible. And 
so I’m optimistic we can get something done 
in a positive way. 

Russia/Missile Defense System 
Q. Mr. President—— 
President Bush. How could we ever for-

get your face? [Laughter] 
Q. That’s great. Thank you very much. I 

remember yours too. [Laughter] 
President Bush. Thank you. 
Q. Mr. President, concerning the nuclear 

dispute about missile defense, the missile de-
fense with Moscow, what concrete steps are 
you planning to convince President Putin 
that this is a good idea of NATO and the 
U.S.? And can the German Chancellor help 
you on this issue? 

President Bush. As you know, I’m having 
a regular conversation with the German 

Chancellor. We have a secure video that is 
beamed in the White House and her office, 
and so we consult regularly. And she ex-
pressed her concerns that the U.S. position 
wasn’t very clear about the missile defense 
systems and that there were some people 
concerned in Germany, as well as Europe, 
about our intentions. And she also suggested 
that it might make sense for me to share my 
intentions more clearly with President Putin. 
And I took her advice very seriously. 

Our intention, of course, is to have a de-
fense system that prevents rogue regimes 
from holding Western Europe and/or Amer-
ica to hostage. Evidently, the Russians view 
it differently. And so upon the advice of the 
Chancellor, I asked Secretary Gates to go to 
Moscow, where he had a very constructive 
meeting with President Putin. I called Presi-
dent Putin and asked him to see Secretary 
Gates, and that we would put forth an inter-
esting information-sharing proposal. 

Our intention is to say to Russia that the 
system is something you ought to think about 
participating in. It’s in your interests to have 
a system that could prevent a future Iranian 
regime, for example, from launching a weap-
on—it’s in Russia’s security interests. And 
therefore, we have started a dialog that, as 
a result of Secretary Gates’s visit, that hope-
fully will make explicit our intentions and 
hopefully present the—an opportunity to 
share with the Russians, so that they don’t 
see us as an antagonistic force, but see us 
as a friendly force. 

Trade/Iran 
Q. If I could ask you, President of the 

Commission, first of all, on the trade agree-
ment you’ve reached. Presumably this is an 
agreement that’s going to make wealthy 
countries richer, yet there’s no progress to 
report on Doha to help the plight of poor 
countries. Aren’t your priorities wrong? 

And on a separate issue, your foreign pol-
icy chief has said that the U.S. should talk 
to Iran. I wondered whether you could tell 
us exactly what the U.S. should be talking 
to Iran about. 

President Bush, if I can just add a question 
on that, your Secretary of State is going to 
a conference in Iraq where the Foreign Min-
ister from Iran is going to be present. Do 
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you expect her to have conversations with the 
Foreign Minister of Iran? What will she talk 
about? And if she does have a conversation, 
is there going to be a change of U.S. policy? 
Thank you very much. 

President Durao Barroso. Regarding the 
framework for advancing transatlantic-Euro-
pean integration, we said it very clearly—and 
it is clearly stated in the declaration and also 
in all our conversations—that this is not det-
rimental to the global trade talks. On the con-
trary, you just heard President Bush, Chan-
cellor Merkel, and myself saying it clearly 
that completion of Doha round remains a 
priority for all of us. 

But there are some artificial barriers to 
trade and investment—it’s more about in-
vestment than to trade, to be frank—still be-
tween the United States and Europe. And 
through harmonization of standards, through 
a giant effort, for instance, to promote the 
enforcement of intellectual property rights, 
through some common approaches to invest-
ment, to capital markets integration, to com-
mon—or at least commonly accepted rules 
for accounting—we are trying to untap a lot 
of potential that exists in the United States- 
European Union relations. 

So this is not at all against global trade 
talks. On the contrary, we remain and we, 
in fact, we are urging for a completion of 
the Doha trade talks, not only because they 
are about trade, but because they are about 
development. And today we had extensive 
conversations about it. And as President 
Bush has said, we’ve heard a complete brief-
ing by Susan Schwab on the American side 
and Peter Mandelson on the European 
Union side. 

Regarding Iran, we also share the same 
views, basically, about how to deal with Iran. 
And it’s not only the United States and Eu-
rope, I’ll say—there are several resolutions 
with the United Nations Security Council. 
And the Iranians should understand that this 
message they are receiving from the global 
community—by the United States, by Eu-
rope, but from others; the Security Council 
adopt several resolutions. Proliferation, nu-
clear proliferation is, indeed, a threat, not 
only to regional stability but to the global 
peace and global stability. So I believe we 
are united in sending this very clear message 

here, but also in the United Nations, to the 
Iranian authorities. 

President Bush. Should the Foreign Min-
ister of Iran bump into Condi Rice, Condi 
won’t be rude. She’s not a rude person. I’m 
sure she’ll be polite. But she’ll also be firm 
in reminding this representative of the Ira-
nian Government that there’s a better way 
forward for the Iranian people than isolation. 
My hopes, of course, is that the Foreign Min-
ister would see the resolve of our Govern-
ment, through Condi, to continue to rally the 
world to convince the Iranians to give up 
their nuclear weapons ambitions. I happen 
to believe a significant threat to world peace, 
today and in the future, is the Iranian threat 
if they were to end up with a nuclear weap-
on—‘‘today’’ is the wrong word—‘‘in the fu-
ture.’’ They don’t have a weapon today. 

And so I—if, in fact, there is a conversa-
tion, it will be one that says, if the Iranian 
Government wants to have a serious con-
versation with the United States and others, 
they ought to give up their enrichment pro-
gram in a verifiable fashion. And we will sit 
down at the table with them, along with our 
European partners and Russia as well. That’s 
what she’ll tell them. 

President Merkel. Allow me, if I may, one 
remark on the transatlantic economic part-
nership and how that tallies with the Doha 
round. The Doha round actually is mainly 
about reducing tariffs. And the transatlantic 
economic partnership has to do more with 
standards that have nothing to do, actually, 
with tariffs. 

What we are after is to see to it that we 
try for convergence on standards in many, 
many areas where we do not have mutual 
recognition of standards or areas where we 
can actually harmonize those standards, and 
therefore, reduce costs by millions, for exam-
ple, in drug testing, in crash tests for auto-
mobiles. And if we look at where the chal-
lenges lie, I am firmly convinced that both 
the United States and the European Union 
would be far more competitive and need to 
be far more competitive, vis-a-vis the emerg-
ing countries. 

So in this way, this will liberate money to 
put into new technologies, into developing 
techniques that can enable us to do that. And 
we’re actually squandering money that could 
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be put to better use. So the two are com-
plementary, but they also serve strength-
ening competitiveness of both the European 
Union and the United States. 

World Bank President Paul D. Wolfowitz 
Q. For all three of you, did you at any 

point today, either informally or not, have 
discussions about the fate of World Bank 
President Paul Wolfowitz? Should he resign, 
keep his job? And your reason for that, 
please. 

President Bush. The answer is, no, we 
didn’t have a discussion. My position is, is 
that he ought to stay. He ought to be given 
a fair hearing. And I appreciate the fact that 
he has advanced—he’s helped the World 
Bank recognize that the eradication of world 
poverty is an important priority for the bank. 

President Merkel. Well, today we did not 
address that issue, and my position is, and 
this is going to be relayed by a minister in 
the board—in the individual bodies of the 
World Bank, and they have the respective 
commissions as well, that this ought to be 
a very transparent, very candid conversation. 
This is, I think, where this belongs, this par-
ticular issue. 

Alternative Fuel Sources 
Q. A question addressed to you, Mr. Presi-

dent, and also to the Chancellor. You were 
speaking of progress that you have been able 
to achieve on climate. Are these true and 
genuine—is this true and genuine progress 
if we still don’t agree on the instruments to 
get there? The Europeans seem to be bank-
ing more on limiting CO2 emissions, sort of 
national limits that are imposed by govern-
ments. You seem to be more in favor of, sort 
of, a voluntary regime. But apparently, we’re 
sort of reaching the 11th hour. 

President Bush. Actually, that’s not an ac-
curate portrayal of my position. For example, 
take tailpipe emissions from automobiles. I 
have said we’ll have a mandatory fuel stand-
ard—not a voluntary fuel standard, but a 
mandatory fuel standard—that will reduce 
our uses of gasoline by 20 percent over a 
10-year period of time. We believe that eth-
anol and biodiesel—the spread of ethanol 
and biodiesel are—the goal of spreading eth-
anol and biodiesel is achievable. That’s what 

we believe. And we’re spending a lot of 
money to achieve that goal. 

Now, the spread of ethanol in the United 
States is not going to be achievable if we rely 
only upon corn. There is a limit to the 
amount of ethanol we can produce with corn 
as the feedstock. So our research dollars are 
going to what they call cellulosic ethanol, and 
that means the ability to make ethanol from 
switch grasses or wood chips. And we’re 
spending a lot of money to that end. 

And it is a mandatory approach. And the 
reason why I laid it out is because one, I 
do believe we can be better stewards of the 
environment, and two, I know it’s in our na-
tional interest to become less dependent on 
foreign sources of oil. The fundamental ques-
tion is, will America be able to develop the 
technology necessary for us to achieve the 
goal? I think we can. It’s in our interest to 
share that technology, not only with our part-
ners who are wealthy enough to spend 
money on research dollars but also with the 
developing world. 

Now, you talk about helping alleviate pov-
erty in the developing world. Wouldn’t it be 
wonderful if the developing world could 
grow crops that would enable them to power 
their automobiles so they wouldn’t have to 
be dependent on foreign oil either? And 
that’s the message I took down to South 
America, with Lula, and to Central America. 
For example, sugar cane is the most effi-
cient—you’re learning a lot about ethanol 
here—but sugar cane is the most efficient 
way to make ethanol. It turns out, in Central 
America, there is a lot of land and oppor-
tunity to continue to produce cane, which 
means that the Central American countries 
could be eventually net exporters of energy. 
And so we’ve got a lot of common ground 
and a lot of area to work on. 

As to how each country approaches it, 
that’s an interesting question. And I think 
that each country needs to recognize that we 
must reduce our greenhouse gases and deal, 
obviously, with their own internal politics to 
come up with an effective strategy that, 
hopefully, when added together, that it leads 
to a real reduction. 

Finally, you’ve got to recognize that in 
order to make—achieve progress on green-
house gases, we’ve got to make sure that the 
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developing nations, which are significant 
emitters, are a part of the process. As I re-
minded the people around the conference 
table today, the United States could shut 
down our economy and emit no greenhouse 
gases, and all it would take is for China, in 
about 18 months, to produce as much as we 
had been producing, to make up the dif-
ference about what we reduced our green-
house gases to. 

So it’s a—this is a very important issue. 
It’s got global consequences. The good news 
is, is that we recognize there’s a problem. 
The good news is, we recognize technology 
is going to lead to solutions, and that we’re 
willing to share those technologies. And we 
all recognize we’ve got to deal with the devel-
oping world, particularly China and India. 

President Merkel. I feel—just look back 
a year ago. I feel that we would have had 
a lot more difficulty actually bringing about 
language that describes this problem ade-
quately than we have to now. And it is thanks 
to the President and his team clearly men-
tioning what the problem is in this document. 
It says clearly, we need to do everything we 
can in order to work against these detri-
mental consequences. A lot is being done dis-
cussing this issue. For example, we need to 
discuss possible pricing of CO2, how can we 
translate this into a market-economic com-
patible scheme. 

And we are also agreed that we, as indus-
trialized country, need to address this issue; 
we need to develop the necessary technology. 
But we, alone, without the emerging coun-
tries, will not be able solve this problem. And 
this is why—how it’s—why it’s so important 
that this EU-U.S. result is translated into the 
G–8, debated together with the outreach 
countries—China and South Africa, Brazil, 
among others, and India—because if we 
were not doing that, we will—we would not 
be able to combat this problem that is truly 
a global one. 

But what is also true is that if the devel-
oped countries who have the best technology 
don’t do anything, it will be even harder to 
convince the others. But without convincing 
the others, CO2 emissions worldwide will not 
go down. And I do think that we, together, 
need to define steps. We have done it. For 
example, we said we need a proper agenda 

for the Indonesian talks at the end of this 
year. That’s an enormous step forward. And 
I think this is where we should be clear about 
the glass being half full instead of half empty. 
So think again for this. 

U.S.-EU Cooperation on the Environment 
Q. For Mr. Barroso, I would like to know 

how happy the European Union is, really, 
with the final document on climate change? 
Is it as ambitious as you were planning? 
Thank you. 

President Durao Barroso. To be very 
frank, it’s better than what I was planning. 
I think it was real progress. Of course, it’s 
working in progress, but as President Bush 
said, we agree there is a global threat; it’s 
a serious threat. We agree there is the need 
to establish a limit to greenhouse gases. We 
agree with many of the mechanisms, namely 
the market-based mechanisms, the tech-
nology cooperation. We have agreed to estab-
lish a high-level group, a forum, between the 
European Union and the American adminis-
tration to look at those issues. And as Chan-
cellor Merkel just said, we have to engage 
others. So now we can go to the G–8 summit 
in Heiligendamm in June, in Germany to dis-
cuss this issue also with others that are very 
relevant for a global solution to a global prob-
lem. 

So I really believe that there was progress 
and very concrete progress. For instance, 
standards for biofuels—it’s good. The idea 
to have a conference on renewables between 
the European Union and the United States, 
it will be next year here in Washington. And 
some concrete—it’s very detailed in our doc-
ument—some concrete mechanisms, in 
terms of energy efficiency. 

So I really believe that by linking those 
different files—climate protection, energy 
security—we can really achieve a very impor-
tant goal of having a sustainable development 
that is friendly to our environment. But I 
think it was a very important progress, and 
we are working along the same lines. But it 
is, of course, still work in progress. 

President Bush. Good. Thank you all very 
much. Madam Chancellor, thank you. 

President Merkel. Thank you. 
President Bush. Mr. President, thank 

you. 
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NOTE: The President’s news conference began at 
1:18 p.m. in the Rose Garden at the White House. 
Participating in the event were Chancellor Angela 
Merkel of Germany, in her capacity as President 
of the European Council; and President Jose 
Manuel Durao Barroso of the European Commis-
sion. President Bush referred to European Union 
Commissioner for Trade Peter Mandelson; Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin of Russia; Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Manuchehr Motaki of Iran; and President 
Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva of Brazil. A reporter 
referred to European Union Foreign Minister 
Javier Solana Madariaga. Chancellor Merkel and 
a reporter spoke in German, and their remarks 
were translated by an interpreter. 

Proclamation 8136—Jewish 
American Heritage Month, 2007 
April 30, 2007 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
The faith and hard work of Jewish Ameri-

cans have played an integral role in shaping 
the cultural fabric of America. During Jewish 
American Heritage Month, we celebrate the 
vital contributions of Jewish Americans to 
our Nation. 

Throughout our history, Jewish Americans 
have contributed to the strength of our coun-
try and the preservation of our values. The 
talent and imagination of these citizens have 
helped our Nation prosper, and their efforts 
continue to remind us of America’s gift of 
religious freedom and the blessings of God’s 
steadfast love. Jewish Americans have 
worked to promote civil rights and build 
bridges of mutual understanding among the 
world’s religions. Their deep commitment to 
faith and strong ties to family enrich our 
country and set a positive example for others. 

This month is also a time to recognize the 
sacrifices of Jewish Americans who serve our 
Nation in the Armed Forces. These brave 
men and women are dedicated to freedom’s 
cause, and all those who live in freedom live 
in their debt. 

Jewish American Heritage Month is an op-
portunity to honor the accomplishments of 
Jewish-American citizens and to remember 
that our Nation is a melting pot of cultures. 
I join all Americans in celebrating the rich 

Jewish heritage and the many ways Jewish 
Americans contribute to a bright future for 
our country. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim May 2007 as Jew-
ish American Heritage Month. I call upon 
all Americans to observe this month with ap-
propriate programs and activities to honor 
Jewish Americans across the country. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this thirtieth day of April, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand seven, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-first. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:54 a.m., May 2, 2007] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on May 3. 

Proclamation 8137—Loyalty Day, 
2007 
April 30, 2007 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
America was founded by patriots who 

risked their lives to bring freedom to our Na-
tion. Today, our citizens are grateful for our 
Founding Fathers and confident in the prin-
ciples that lead us forward. On Loyalty Day, 
we celebrate the blessings of freedom and 
remember our responsibility to continue our 
legacy of liberty. 

Our Nation has never been united simply 
by blood, birth, or soil, but instead has always 
been united by the ideals that move us be-
yond our background and teach us what it 
means to be Americans. We believe deeply 
in freedom and self-government, values em-
bodied in our cherished documents and de-
fended by our troops over the course of gen-
erations. Our citizens hold the truths of our 
founding close to their hearts and dem-
onstrate their loyalty in countless ways. We 
are inspired by the patriotic service of the 
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men and women who wear our Nation’s uni-
form with honor and decency. The military 
spouses and families who stand by their loved 
ones represent the best of the American spir-
it, and we are profoundly grateful for their 
sacrifice. Our country is strengthened by the 
millions of volunteers who show deep com-
passion toward their neighbors in need. All 
citizens can express their loyalty to the 
United States by flying the flag, participating 
in our democracy, and learning more about 
our country’s grand story of courage and sim-
ple dream of dignity. 

The Congress, by Public Law 85–529, as 
amended, has designated May 1 of each year 
as ‘‘Loyalty Day.’’ This Loyalty Day, and 
throughout the year, I ask all Americans to 
join me in reaffirming our allegiance to our 
Nation. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim May 1, 2007, as Loyalty 
Day. I call upon the people of the United 
States to participate in this national observ-
ance and to display the flag of the United 
States on Loyalty Day as a symbol of pride 
in our Nation. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this thirtieth day of April, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand seven, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-first. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:54 a.m., May 2, 2007] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on May 3. 

Remarks at MacDill Air Force Base 
in Tampa, Florida 
May 1, 2007 

Thank you all. Thank you all for letting 
me come by to say hello. I am proud to ad-
dress the CENTCOM Coalition Conference. 
CENTCOM’s Coalition Village is a welcome 
reminder that in the fight against radicals and 
extremists and murderers of the innocent, we 
stand as one. We appreciate your country’s 
contributions to this enormous challenge in 
the 21st century. 

I appreciate the fact that your work has 
helped to liberate millions of people. I appre-
ciate the fact that your work has helped keep 
millions of people safe. And so I thank you 
for defending the security of the civilized 
world. 

I appreciate the fact that Fox Fallon has 
taken on this very important command. I can 
remember visiting him on the Hawaiian Is-
lands. He had a house that overlooked the 
Pacific. It was quite a luxurious place. I told 
him, though, Tampa Bay is a good place to 
live, and the mission is vital. And so I thank 
you for taking it on, Admiral. 

I appreciate General Doug Brown, com-
mander of the U.S. Special Operations Com-
mand. I’m proud to be here with General 
David Petraeus, commander, Multi-National 
Force—Iraq. I thank the coalition members 
here. I welcome the ambassadors who have 
joined us. I thank Dr. Rubaie, National Secu-
rity Adviser to the Prime Minister of a free 
Iraq. It’s good to see you, sir. Please give 
my very best to the Prime Minister. I thank 
the other Iraqis who are here with us. Thank 
you for your courage; thank you for your de-
termination; thank you for making history. 

CENTCOM has built an impressive 
record of achievement in a short period of 
time. This command was established by 
President Ronald Reagan to deter a Soviet 
invasion of the Middle East in the latter days 
of the cold war. That era is receding into 
memory, but it was a long struggle—one of 
constant dangers and one of fierce debates. 
Victory often seemed elusive. Yet victory did 
come, because America and her allies stood 
firm against an empire and an ideology that 
vowed to destroy us. 

Once again, history has called on great na-
tions to assume great responsibilities. And 
once again, it is vital that allies, despite occa-
sional disagreements, hold firm against vi-
cious and determined enemies. 

We saw the action of this vicious and de-
termined enemy here in America on Sep-
tember the 11th, 2001. Terrorists murdered 
citizens from more than 80 countries. Since 
that September morning, acts of terror have 
appeared in places like Mombasa and Casa-
blanca and Riyadh and Jakarta and Istanbul 
and London and Amman and Madrid and 
Beslan and Bali and Algiers and elsewhere. 
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September the 11th was not an isolated inci-
dent. These terrorists bring death to inno-
cents all across the globe. They bring death 
to commuters on subway trains and guests 
who have checked into the wrong hotel and 
children attending their first week of school. 

Our main enemy is Al Qaida and its affili-
ates. Their allies choose their victims indis-
criminately. They murder the innocent to ad-
vance a focused and clear ideology. They 
seek to establish a radical Islamic caliphate 
so they can impose a brutal new order on 
unwilling people, much as Nazis and Com-
munists sought to do in the last century. This 
enemy will accept no compromise with the 
civilized world. Here is what Al Qaida charter 
says about those who oppose their plans: ‘‘We 
will not meet them halfway, and there will 
be no room for dialog with them.’’ These en-
emies have embraced a cult of death. They 
are determined to bring days of even greater 
destruction on our people. They seek the 
world’s most dangerous weapons. Against 
this kind of enemy, there is only one effective 
response: We must go on the offense, stay 
on the offense, and take the fight to them. 

America is joined in this fight by more than 
90 nations, including every country rep-
resented in this room. An era of new threats 
requires new forms of engagement, new 
strategies, and new tactics. So we have rein-
vigorated historic alliances, such as NATO, 
and formed new and dynamic coalitions to 
address the dangers of the—of our time. Our 
broad coalition has protected millions of peo-
ple. We have worked to stop the spread of 
dangerous weapons. We have taken the fight 
to the enemy where they live so we don’t 
have to face them where we live. This is a 
record that all our countries can be proud 
of, and the United States of America is proud 
to stand with you. 

Working together, America and our allies 
have shared intelligence that helped thwart 
many attacks. We uncovered and stopped 
terrorist conspiracies targeting Embassies in 
Yemen and Singapore and ships in the Straits 
of Hormuz and the Straits of Gibraltar. We 
stopped a Southeast Asian terror cell groom-
ing operatives for terrorist attacks. We 
stopped an Al Qaida cell seeking to develop 
anthrax. British authorities disrupted a plot 

to blow up aircraft flying over the Atlantic 
toward the United States. 

Working together, coalition forces have 
captured or killed key leaders of terrorist net-
works. Philippine forces killed top leaders of 
an Al Qaida affiliate. Spanish police captured 
fugitives wanted in connection with the Ma-
drid train bombings. Terrorist cells have 
been broken up by countries including Brit-
ain and Canada and Denmark and Italy and 
France and Indonesia, Jordan, Saudi Arabia, 
Tunisia, and Turkey. We must stay on the 
offense. We must defeat the enemy overseas 
so we don’t have to face them in our coun-
tries. 

Working together, America and our allies 
have shut down funding channels and frozen 
terrorist assets, making it harder for our en-
emies to finance attacks. It makes it hard for 
the enemies to purchase weapons, to train 
and move around their recruits. The inter-
national community, through the United Na-
tions, has imposed measures to identify ter-
rorist financiers and prevent them from using 
international financial systems to fund their 
acts of murder and terror. 

Working together, America and our allies 
are training local forces to conduct 
counterterrorism activities in their own re-
gions. We are helping key nations stop terror-
ists from establishing safe havens inside their 
borders, including Indonesia and the Phil-
ippines and Yemen. The Trans-Sahara 
Counterterrorism Partnership provides 
counterterrorism and military assistance to 
Chad and Mali, Niger, Mauritania, Algeria, 
Morocco, Nigeria, Senegal, and Tunisia. The 
East African Counterterrorism Initiative pro-
vides border security and police training to 
Comoros, Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, 
Madagascar, Tanzania, and Uganda. 

We’re active. We’re working together to 
make this world a safer place. Working to-
gether, our coalition is taking steps to stop 
terrorists from obtaining the world’s most 
dangerous weapons. More than 80 nations 
have joined the Proliferation Security Initia-
tive. We’re working to stop shipments of ma-
terials related to weapons of mass destruction 
on land, at sea, and in the air. 

Working together, America and other na-
tions have acted boldly to confront adver-
saries who threaten international security. In 
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Afghanistan, coalition forces drove the 
Taliban from power, removed Al Qaida train-
ing camps, and helped bring freedom to 25 
million people. 

Since their liberation, the Afghan people 
have made enormous strides. Afghans chose 
the first democratically elected President in 
their history. They’ve held free elections for 
a National Assembly. The Afghan economy 
has doubled in size. And more than 4.6 mil-
lion Afghan refugees have come home. It’s 
one of the largest return movements in the 
history of the world. 

The Taliban and their Al Qaida allies are 
actively working to undermine this progress. 
They want power to impose their vision. Our 
coalition, led by NATO, is going on the of-
fense against them. Coalition and Afghan 
forces have conducted dozens of operations 
over the past few months to go after enemy 
strongholds, including an operation launched 
this week targeting the Taliban in Helmand 
Province in the south of Afghanistan. We’ve 
seized dozens of caches of weapons and am-
munition and improvised explosive devices. 
We’re making progress in training the grow-
ing Afghan National Army. At least 20 other 
nations are supporting efforts to rebuild Af-
ghanistan. We appreciate these contribu-
tions. And we will stand with our partners 
and the Afghan people until this important 
work is done. 

Just as America and our allies are standing 
together in Afghanistan, a determined coali-
tion is committed to winning the fight in 
Iraq. Four years ago, we confronted a brutal 
tyrant who had used weapons of mass de-
struction, supported terrorists, invaded his 
neighbors, oppressed his people, and tested 
the resolve and the credibility of the United 
Nations. Saddam Hussein ignored every op-
portunity to comply with more than a dozen 
resolutions passed by the U.N. Security 
Council. So coalition forces went into Iraq, 
removed his vicious regime, and helped bring 
freedom to the Iraqi people. 

In 2005, nearly 12 million Iraqis dem-
onstrated their desire, their deep desire to 
live in freedom and peace. Iraqis voted in 
three national elections—choosing a transi-
tional government, adopting the most pro-
gressive, democratic Constitution in the Arab 
world, and then electing a Government 

under that Constitution. In 2006, a thinking 
enemy, a brutal enemy responded to this 
progress and struck back, staging sensational 
attacks that led to a tragic escalation of sec-
tarian rage and reprisal in Baghdad. 

As sectarian violence threatened to destroy 
this young democracy, our coalition faced a 
choice. One option was to help the Iraqi Gov-
ernment tamp down the sectarian violence 
and provide them with the breathing space 
they need to achieve reconciliation, provide 
them the breathing space they need to take 
the political and economic measures nec-
essary to make sure our military efforts were 
effective. The other option was to pull back 
from the capital before the Iraqis could de-
fend themselves against these radicals and 
extremists and death squads and killers. That 
risked turning Iraq into a cauldron of chaos. 
Our enemy, the enemies of freedom, love 
chaos. Out of that chaos, they could find new 
safe havens. 

Withdrawal would have emboldened these 
radicals and extremists. It would have con-
firmed their belief that our nations were 
weak. It would help them gain new recruits, 
new resources. It would cause them to be-
lieve they could strike free nations at their 
choice. 

Withdrawal would have increased the 
probability that coalition troops would be 
forced to return to Iraq one day and confront 
an enemy that is even more dangerous. Fail-
ure in Iraq should be unacceptable to the 
civilized world. The risks are enormous. 

So after an extensive review, I ordered a 
new strategy that is dramatically different 
from the one we were pursuing before. I lis-
tened to our military commanders; I listened 
to politicians from both sides of the aisle. I 
made a decision. And I appointed our new 
commander, General David Petraeus, to 
carry out this strategy. This new strategy rec-
ognizes that our top priority must be to help 
the Iraqi Government secure its capital so 
they can make economic and political 
progress. 

The Iraqis cannot yet do this on their own. 
So I ordered reinforcements to help Iraqis 
secure their population, to go after those in-
citing sectarian violence, and to help the 
Iraqis get their capital under control. 
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This strategy is still in its early stages. 
Some of the reinforcements General 
Petraeus requested have not yet arrived in 
Baghdad. He believes it will take months be-
fore we can adequately gauge the strategy’s 
potential for success. Yet at this early hour, 
we are seeing some signs that give us hope. 
Coalition forces have captured a number of 
key terrorist leaders who are providing infor-
mation about how Al Qaida operates in Iraq. 
They stopped a car bomb network that had 
killed many citizens of Baghdad, and de-
stroyed major car bomb factories. There has 
been a decline in sectarian violence. And in 
some areas of the capital, Iraqis are returning 
to their neighborhoods with an increased 
feeling of security. 

Terrorists and the extremists continue to 
unleash horrific acts of violence. Al Qaida is 
playing a major role. Last week, General 
Petraeus called Al Qaida ‘‘probably public 
enemy number one’’ in Iraq. He said that 
Al Qaida has made Iraq ‘‘the central front 
in their global campaign.’’ And that’s why 
success in Iraq is critical to the security of 
free people everywhere. 

There are those who say America is en-
gaged in this fight alone. Each of you here 
knows better. The Iraqis are suffering a lot, 
but they’re in this fight. I’m impressed by 
the courage of the Iraqi people. Today there 
are more than 30 nations supporting the op-
erations in Iraq. I appreciate the 17 NATO 
nations that have contributed forces or been 
part of the NATO Training Mission to help 
the Iraqis. I appreciate Georgia’s recent deci-
sion to contribute 2,000 troops. 

America joins in honoring the coalition 
troops who have been killed in Iraq and the 
others who have been wounded in combat. 
I want your countries to know that the sac-
rifices made by these brave soldiers are for 
a noble cause, a necessary cause, and we 
grieve for them as we grieve for our own. 
Your countries have risked too much and 
fought too hard for anyone to dismiss or dis-
regard your contributions. Our nations are 
standing together in this fight, and I want 
your citizens to know, America is deeply 
grateful. 

America is also grateful for the increasing 
contributions international organizations are 
making for Iraq’s stability. On Thursday, the 

United Nations will host a conference in 
Egypt to sign an International Compact for 
Iraq, an agreement that will bring new eco-
nomic assistance in exchange for greater eco-
nomic reform. Then on Friday, Iraq’s neigh-
bors will meet to discuss ways to promote 
political reconciliation in Iraq, to promote 
stability in Iraq. These meetings will be at-
tended by Secretary of State Condoleezza 
Rice and senior officials from other G–8 na-
tions. Iran and Syria have been invited to at-
tend, and this will be an important test of 
whether these regimes are truly interested 
in playing a constructive role in Iraq. 

Everyone in this room knows the con-
sequences of failure in Iraq, and that we 
should also appreciate the consequences of 
success because we have seen them before. 
Following World War II, many nations 
helped lift the defeated populations of Japan 
and Germany and stood with them as they 
built representative governments from soci-
eties that had been ravaged and decimated. 
We committed years and resources to this 
cause. And that effort has been repaid many 
times over in three generations of prosperity 
and peace. During the cold war, the NATO 
Alliance worked to liberate nations from 
Communist tyranny, even as allies bickered, 
and millions marched in the streets against 
us, and the pundits lost hope. We emerged 
from that struggle with a Europe that is now 
whole and free and at peace. 

We look back at that history and marvel 
at what millions of ordinary people accom-
plished. Yet success was not preordained, 
and the outcome was not certain. Only now 
we can see those eras with the proper per-
spective. And I believe that one day, future 
generations will look back at this time in the 
same way, and they will be awed by what 
our coalition has helped to build. They will 
see that we strengthened alliances, offered 
new relevance to international institutions, 
encouraged new forms of multilateral en-
gagement, and laid the foundation of peace 
for generations to come. 

These are difficult times. These are tough 
times. These are times that test the resolve 
of free people. These are times that require 
hard work and courage and faith in the ability 
of liberty to yield the peace we want. And 
so I thank you for your contributions. Thank 
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you for standing for what’s right. Thank you 
for helping the liberated. And thank you for 
working for peace. 

God bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:45 p.m. In his 
remarks, he referred to Prime Minister Nuri al- 
Maliki of Iraq; and President Hamid Karzai of 
Afghanistan. 

Proclamation 8138—National 
Physical Fitness and Sports Month, 
2007 
May 1, 2007 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
National Physical Fitness and Sports 

Month is an opportunity to educate Ameri-
cans about the importance of healthy habits 
and regular physical activity. During this an-
nual observance, we renew our commitment 
to helping keep our citizens physically active, 
and we recognize the value of incorporating 
exercise and sports into our daily lives. 

Regular physical activity is vital to good 
health. By maintaining an active lifestyle, citi-
zens can reduce their risk of developing 
chronic health conditions. Participating in 
outdoor activities and individual or team 
sports helps promote physical fitness. These 
activities also teach young people important 
life lessons, including teamwork, patience, 
and discipline. 

My Administration is committed to help-
ing ensure the good health of all Americans. 
This year is the fifth anniversary of the 
HealthierUS initiative, which helps Ameri-
cans improve their personal health and fit-
ness and prevent disease. The President’s 
Council on Physical Fitness and Sports is 
spreading the message that a healthy Amer-
ica is a country that is physically active. Addi-
tionally, this year the Department of Health 
and Human Services and its partners 
launched a public awareness campaign to 
promote exercise and eating well to Amer-
ica’s youth. This campaign encourages kids 
to ‘‘Be a Player: Get Up and Play an Hour 
a Day.’’ To find out other ways to improve 
health, Americans can visit fitness.gov or 

presidentschallenge.org. By making physical 
fitness a priority, our citizens can help pre-
vent disease and live healthier lives. 

Now, Therefore I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim May 2007 as Na-
tional Physical Fitness and Sports Month. I 
call upon my fellow citizens to participate in 
athletic activities and make physical fitness 
a priority in their lives. I also encourage indi-
viduals, schools, and communities to cele-
brate this month with appropriate activities 
and programs. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this first day of May, in the year 
of our Lord two thousand seven, and of the 
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and thirty-first. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:54 a.m., May 2, 2007] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on May 3. 

Proclamation 8139—Older 
Americans Month, 2007 
May 1, 2007 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
During Older Americans Month, we pay 

tribute to our senior citizens for the many 
ways they strengthen our Nation. Our coun-
try is blessed by their compassionate acts, the 
wisdom of their experiences, and the patriot-
ism they demonstrate. 

This year’s theme, ‘‘Older Americans: 
Making Choices for a Healthier Future,’’ un-
derscores the importance of making in-
formed decisions regarding lifestyle and per-
sonal health. The President’s Council on 
Physical Fitness and Sports encourages sen-
iors to engage in physical activity through a 
program called the President’s Challenge. By 
recognizing the importance of staying active, 
in conjunction with nutritious eating and 
proper medical care, older Americans can 
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improve heart health, slow bone loss, and 
lengthen lives. By making an effort to en-
hance their quality of life, older Americans 
inspire younger generations to appreciate the 
benefits of a healthy lifestyle. 

My Administration is working to mod-
ernize the Medicare system and provide bet-
ter prescription drug coverage and health 
care so seniors have more choices and im-
proved care. This year, I proposed a standard 
tax deduction for those who purchase private 
health insurance. The Medicare Prescription 
Drug, Improvement, and Modernization Act 
of 2003 and the Medicare Prescription Drug 
Benefit, Medicare Part D, help seniors re-
ceive the medical services and the prescrip-
tion drugs they need at more affordable 
prices. 

This month, we honor older Americans for 
demonstrating the spirit of our Nation 
through their positive attitude, strong work 
ethic, and personal character. America will 
always be grateful for the legacy of responsi-
bility and service they are leaving to future 
generations. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim May 2007 as 
Older Americans Month. I commend older 
Americans for the many contributions they 
make to our Nation. I also commend the 
Federal, State, local, and tribal organizations, 
service and health care providers, caregivers, 
and volunteers who dedicate their time and 
talents to our seniors. I encourage all citizens 
to honor their elders, care for those in need, 
and reaffirm our country’s commitment to 
older Americans this month and throughout 
the year. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this first day of May, in the year 
of our Lord two thousand seven, and of the 
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and thirty-first. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:54 a.m., May 2, 2007] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on May 3. 

Remarks on Returning Without 
Approval to the House of 
Representatives the ‘‘U.S. Troop 
Readiness, Veterans’ Care, Katrina 
Recovery, and Iraq Accountability 
Appropriations Act, 2007’’ 

May 1, 2007 

Good evening. Twelve weeks ago, I asked 
the Congress to pass an emergency war 
spending bill that would provide our brave 
men and women in uniform with the funds 
and flexibility they need. Instead, Members 
of the House and the Senate passed a bill 
that substitutes the opinions of politicians for 
the judgment of our military commanders. 
So a few minutes ago, I vetoed the bill. 

Tonight I will explain the reasons for this 
veto and my desire to work with Congress 
to resolve this matter as quickly as possible. 
We can begin tomorrow with a bipartisan 
meeting with the congressional leaders here 
at the White House. 

Here is why the bill Congress passed is 
unacceptable. First, the bill would mandate 
a rigid and artificial deadline for American 
troops to begin withdrawing from Iraq. That 
withdrawal could start as early as July 1st, 
and it would have to start no later than Octo-
ber 1st, regardless of the situation on the 
ground. 

It makes no sense to tell the enemy when 
you plan to start withdrawing. All the terror-
ists would have to do is mark their calendars 
and gather their strength and begin plotting 
how to overthrow the Government and take 
control of the country of Iraq. I believe set-
ting a deadline for withdrawal would demor-
alize the Iraqi people, would encourage kill-
ers across the broader Middle East, and send 
a signal that America will not keep its com-
mitments. Setting a deadline for withdrawal 
is setting a date for failure, and that would 
be irresponsible. 

Second, the bill would impose impossible 
conditions on our commanders in combat. 
After forcing most of our troops to withdraw, 
the bill would dictate the terms on which the 
remaining commanders and troops could en-
gage the enemy. That means American com-
manders in the middle of a combat zone 
would have to take fighting directions from 
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politicians 6,000 miles away in Washington, 
DC. This is a prescription for chaos and con-
fusion, and we must not impose it on our 
troops. 

Third, the bill is loaded with billions of 
dollars in nonemergency spending that has 
nothing to do with fighting the war on terror. 
Congress should debate these spending 
measures on their own merits and not as a 
part of an emergency funding bill for our 
troops. 

The Democratic leaders know that many 
in Congress disagree with their approach and 
that there are not enough votes to override 
the veto. I recognize that many Democrats 
saw this bill as an opportunity to make a polit-
ical statement about their opposition to the 
war. They’ve sent their message. And now 
it is time to put politics behind us and sup-
port our troops with the funds they need. 

Our troops are carrying out a new strategy 
with a new commander, General David 
Petraeus. The goal of this new strategy is to 
help the Iraqis secure their capital so they 
can make progress toward reconciliation and 
build a free nation that respects the rights 
of its people, upholds the rule of law, and 
fights extremists and radicals and killers 
alongside the United States in this war on 
terror. 

In January, General Petraeus was con-
firmed by a unanimous vote in the United 
States Senate. In February, we began send-
ing the first of the reinforcements he re-
quested. Not all of these reinforcements have 
arrived in Baghdad. And as General Petraeus 
has said, it will be the end of summer before 
we can assess the impact of this operation. 
Congress ought to give General Petraeus’s 
plan a chance to work. 

In the months since our military has been 
implementing this plan, we’ve begun to see 
some important results. For example, Iraqi 
and coalition forces have closed down an Al 
Qaida car bomb network; they’ve captured 
a Shi’a militia leader implicated in the kid-
naping and killing of American soldiers; 
they’ve broken up a death squad that had 
terrorized hundreds of residents in a Bagh-
dad neighborhood. 

Last week, General Petraeus was in Wash-
ington to brief me, and he briefed Members 
of Congress on how the operation is unfold-

ing. He noted that one of the most important 
indicators of progress is the level of sectarian 
violence in Baghdad. And he reported that 
since January, the number of sectarian mur-
ders has dropped substantially. 

Even as sectarian attacks have declined, 
we continue to see spectacular suicide attacks 
that have caused great suffering. These at-
tacks are largely the work of Al Qaida, the 
enemy that everyone agrees we should be 
fighting. The objective of these Al Qaida at-
tacks is to subvert our efforts by reigniting 
the sectarian violence in Baghdad and break-
ing support for the war here at home. In 
Washington last week, General Petraeus ex-
plained it this way: ‘‘Iraq is, in fact, the cen-
tral front of all Al Qaida’s global campaign.’’ 

Al Qaida’s role makes it—the conflict in 
Iraq far more complex than a simple fight 
between Iraqis. It’s true that not everyone 
taking innocent life in Iraq wants to attack 
America here at home, but many do. Many 
also belong to the same terrorist network that 
attacked us on September the 11th, 2001, 
and wants to attack us here at home again. 
We saw the death and destruction Al Qaida 
inflicted on our people when they were per-
mitted a safe haven in Afghanistan. For the 
security of the American people, we must not 
allow Al Qaida to establish a new safe haven 
in Iraq. 

We need to give our troops all the equip-
ment and the training and protection they 
need to prevail. That means that Congress 
needs to pass an emergency war spending 
bill quickly. I’ve invited leaders of both par-
ties to come to the White House tomorrow 
and to discuss how we can get these vital 
funds to our troops. I am confident that with 
good will on both sides, we can agree on a 
bill that gets our troops the money and flexi-
bility they need as soon as possible. 

The need to act is urgent. Without a war 
funding bill, the military has to take money 
from some other account or training program 
so the troops in combat have what they need. 
Without a war funding bill, the Armed 
Forces will have to consider cutting back on 
buying new equipment or repairing existing 
equipment. Without a war funding bill, we 
add to the uncertainty felt by our military 
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families. Our troops and their families de-
serve better, and their elected leaders can 
do better. 

Here in Washington, we have our dif-
ferences on the way forward in Iraq, and we 
will debate them openly. Yet whatever our 
differences, surely we can agree that our 
troops are worthy of this funding and that 
we have a responsibility to get it to them 
without further delay. 

Thank you for listening. May God bless 
our troops. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:10 p.m. in the 
Cross Hall at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to Gen. David H. Petraeus, USA, 
commanding general, Multi-National Force— 
Iraq; and Qais Khazali, member, Khazali network, 
and Shi’a extremist leader. He also referred to 
H.R. 1591. 

Message to the House of 
Representatives Returning Without 
Approval the ‘‘U.S. Troop Readiness, 
Veterans’ Care, Katrina Recovery, 
and Iraq Accountability 
Appropriations Act, 2007’’ 
May 1, 2007 

To the House of Representatives: 
I am returning herewith without my ap-

proval H.R. 1591, the ‘‘U.S. Troop Readi-
ness, Veterans’ Care, Katrina Recovery, and 
Iraq Accountability Appropriations Act, 
2007.’’ 

This legislation is objectionable because it 
would set an arbitrary date for beginning the 
withdrawal of American troops without re-
gard to conditions on the ground; it would 
micromanage the commanders in the field 
by restricting their ability to direct the fight 
in Iraq; and it contains billions of dollars of 
spending and other provisions completely 
unrelated to the war. 

Precipitous withdrawal from Iraq is not a 
plan to bring peace to the region or to make 
our people safer here at home. The man-
dated withdrawal in this bill could embolden 
our enemies—and confirm their belief that 
America will not stand behind its commit-
ments. It could lead to a safe haven in Iraq 
for terrorism that could be used to attack 
America and freedom-loving people around 

the world, and is likely to unleash chaos in 
Iraq that could spread across the region. Ulti-
mately, a precipitous withdrawal could in-
crease the probability that American troops 
would have to one day return to Iraq—to 
confront an even more dangerous enemy. 

The micromanagement in this legislation 
is unacceptable because it would create a se-
ries of requirements that do not provide the 
flexibility needed to conduct the war. It 
would constrict how and where our Armed 
Forces could engage the enemy and defend 
the national interest, and would provide con-
fusing guidance on which of our enemies the 
military could engage. The result would be 
a marked advantage for our enemies and 
greater danger for our troops, as well as an 
unprecedented interference with the judg-
ments of those who are charged with com-
manding the military. 

Beyond its direction of the operation of 
the war, the legislation is also unacceptable 
for including billions of dollars in spending 
and other provisions that are unrelated to the 
war, are not an emergency, or are not justi-
fied. The Congress should not use an emer-
gency war supplemental to add billions in 
spending to avoid its own rules for budget 
discipline and the normal budget process. 
War supplemental funding bills should re-
main focused on the war and the needs of 
our men and women in uniform who are risk-
ing their lives to defend our freedoms and 
preserve our Nation’s security. 

Finally, this legislation is unconstitutional 
because it purports to direct the conduct of 
the operations of the war in a way that in-
fringes upon the powers vested in the Presi-
dency by the Constitution, including as Com-
mander in Chief of the Armed Forces. For 
these reasons, I must veto this bill. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
May 1, 2007. 

NOTE: This message was released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on May 2. 
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Memorandum on Transfer of 
Defense Articles and Services in 
Support of the Southern Sudan 
Security Sector Reform (SSR) 
Program 

April 25, 2007 

Presidential Determination No. 2007–17 

Memorandum for the Secretary of State 

Subject: Transfer of Defense Articles and 
Services in Support of the Southern Sudan 
Security Sector Reform (SSR) Program 

Pursuant to the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, including section 40(g) of the Arms 
Export Control Act (AECA) and section 301 
of title 3, United States Code, I hereby: 

• Determine and certify that the trans-
action, encompassing U.S. Govern-
ment-funded transfers and commercial 
exports of defense articles and services 
necessary for an SSR program for the 
security sector of the Government of 
Southern Sudan, including support for: 
transformation of the Sudan People’s 
Liberation Army from a guerrilla force 
into a smaller, conventional force; the 
Sudan People’s Liberation Movement; 
a protective service detail, police serv-
ice, intelligence, and other law enforce-
ment entities of the Government of 
Southern Sudan; and private entities in-
volved in the SSR program, is essential 
to the national security interests of the 
United States; 

• Waive the prohibitions in section 40 of 
the AECA related to such a transaction; 
and 

• Assign to you the functions of the Presi-
dent under section 40(g)(2) of the 
AECA to consult with and submit re-
ports to the Congress for proposed spe-
cific transfers or exports, 15 days prior 
to permitting them to proceed, that are 
necessary for and within the scope of 
this waiver determination and the trans-
action referred to herein. 

You are authorized and directed to report 
this determination to the Congress and ar-

range for its publication in the Federal Reg-
ister. 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on May 2. 

Remarks Following Discussions With 
President Alvaro Uribe Velez of 
Colombia 
May 2, 2007 

President Bush. It’s been my honor to 
welcome a true democrat, a strong leader, 
and a friend, the President of Colombia. We 
had a long discussion. 

First, Mr. President, Laura and I remem-
ber fondly our trip to your beautiful country. 
It was my second trip to Colombia, my first 
to your capital, and it was a very special occa-
sion. And we thank you and the First Lady 
for such gracious hospitality. 

Secondly, we had a discussion today about 
an important vote that our Congress must 
take, and that is a vote to confirm a free trade 
agreement with Colombia. This agreement 
is good for the United States. It’s good for 
job creators, farmers, workers. This agree-
ment is good for Colombia. It’s good for job 
creators and workers and farmers. 

This agreement has strategic implications. 
It is very important for this Nation to stand 
with democracies that protect human rights 
and human dignity, democracies based upon 
the rule of law. So the free trade agreement 
with Colombia and Peru and Panama, these 
agreements are more than just trade votes; 
they’re signals to South America that we 
stand with nations that are willing to make 
hard decisions on behalf of the people. 

The President is here to speak strongly 
about his record, and it’s a good, solid record. 
I thank the Members of Congress for giving 
him a hearing. We expect them to be open-
minded, to listen to his record. And I urge 
the Congress to pass a trade agreement with 
Colombia and Peru and Panama because it’s 
in our interest that they do so. 

And so, Mr. President, it’s great to see you. 
Bienvenidos. 

President Uribe. Muchas gracias, 
Presidente. 
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Good morning, distinguished journalists. I 
want to thank President Bush for the new 
meeting. It has been, as always, very con-
structive. This meeting has given my team 
and myself the opportunity to reiterate our 
commitment with democracy. 

We have three main objectives in our ad-
ministration: to consolidate democratic secu-
rity; to create more and more confidence in 
Colombia for people to invest in our country; 
and to fulfill very important social goals, to 
fulfill social goals before the deadline of the 
social millennium goals. 

Many people ask me, why you call your 
policy on security democratic security? Be-
cause it is security with human rights; be-
cause it is security for all Colombians; be-
cause it is security for trade union leaders, 
for those member of the opposition, for those 
who agree in their ideas with my Govern-
ment, security for all Colombians. 

During my 5-year term, we have healthy 
elections, and Colombians have enjoyed ef-
fectiveness of our freedoms because of our 
policy on security. Before my administration, 
many Colombians had the idea that the only 
way for my country to reach peace, it was 
by private criminal organizations. Today, be-
cause of the efficacy of our administration, 
the vast majority of Colombians are con-
vinced that we will defeat terrorists by insti-
tutional ways, that the only way Colombia has 
for the future is the way of our democratic 
institutions. 

It is very important that the United State 
considers the necessity to advancing Plan Co-
lombia. We haven’t won yet in eradicating 
illicit drugs, but we are winning. And it is 
very important, the free trade agreement. I 
will explain in Capitol Hill, and I will explain 
to the American citizens the same I explain 
to President Bush this morning: The more 
our country can export, the better for my 
country to have high-quality jobs with affili-
ation to the social security system. 

We are doing our best to defeat terrorists 
in a open country. Everyone in the world can 
go to Colombia, can oversight what our coun-
try is doing. And what our country does today 
is in favor of democracy. 

I want to thank President Bush, his team, 
the people of Congress, and the American 
citizens for the help all of you have given 

our country. This integration is very impor-
tant to promote democracy, to promote free-
doms—freedom, to promote social justice. 
This is—these are our commitments. 

Thank you, President Bush. 
President Bush. Gracias, amigo. 
President Uribe. Muchas gracias. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:51 a.m. on the 
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to Lina Maria Moreno de Uribe, wife 
of President Uribe. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language transcript 
of these remarks. 

Remarks to the Associated General 
Contractors of America and a 
Question-and-Answer Session 
May 2, 2007 

The President. Thank you all. Please be 
seated. Please be seated. Steve, unlike you, 
I have trouble finding the front end of a 
front-end loader. [Laughter] Thanks for hav-
ing me. I’m proud to be here with the AGC. 
It’s the oldest and largest construction trade 
association in our country. I understand I’m 
not the first Bush to have ever addressed the 
AGC convention; a person I now refer to as 
41 addressed you. [Laughter] And I appre-
ciated your hospitality to him then, and I ap-
preciate your hospitality to me today. 

I want to talk about—a little bit about our 
economy, and I want to talk a lot about our 
security. And I thank you for giving me a 
chance to come by. What I thought I would 
do is try to keep my remarks relatively brief 
and then maybe give you all some time to 
ask some questions. 

First, I want to thank Steve. Steve is a Vir-
ginia Tech grad, and our hearts are still heavy 
as a result of that terrible incident there on 
the campus. And yet, the amazing thing 
about that campus—and a lot of other places 
around the country—is we’ve got a great re-
siliency; people bounce back from tragedy. 
So, Steve, you can tell the Virginia Tech com-
munity, we’re still thinking about them and 
appreciate very much the great kind of 
strength of spirit there—at least I saw that 
there in Blacksburg, Virginia. 

I want to thank two Members of the Sen-
ate who have joined us. First, John Warner, 
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from Virginia. Senator, thank you for coming; 
ranking member of the House Military Com-
mittee he is a—Armed Services Com-
mittee—he’s a strong supporter of the 
troops. And I appreciate Senator Joe 
Lieberman. John is a Republican; Senator 
Lieberman is an independent. Joe 
Lieberman is one of these—I would call him 
a unique soul who followed his conscience, 
stood for what he believed in, in the face 
of a political firestorm. And he proved that 
if you stand on conviction, the people will 
follow. And I look forward to working with 
these two really fine public servants to make 
the decisions necessary to protect the United 
States. And I’m honored you all are here, 
and thank you for coming. 

I like to be in the room of builders and 
doers and problemsolvers and entrepreneurs. 
And I thank you for what you do every day. 
Your job is to improve infrastructure and pro-
vide work for people. Our job is to provide 
an environment so that you can build infra-
structure and provide work for people. Our 
job is not to try to create wealth in govern-
ment. Our job is to create an environment 
that encourages small businesses and 
entrepreneurials—and entrepreneurs. 

I believe this administration has done that, 
particularly since we cut taxes. You know, 
most small businesses and self-employed 
people, people in your line of work, or many 
of them, are not corporations. They’re sole 
proprietorships or subchapter S corporations 
or limited partnerships that pay tax at the 
individual income-tax level. 

And therefore, when you cut taxes, we not 
only—individual rates, we’re not only cutting 
them on the people who work for you or 
work with you; we’re cutting them on you. 
And my attitude is the more money you have 
in your treasuries, the more likely it is you’ll 
be able to expand. The more incentive you 
have to buy a piece of equipment, the more 
likely it is you’ll buy one, which means that 
somebody is going to have to build it for you. 

The best way to enhance progrowth eco-
nomic policies is to cut the taxes on the 
American people, and that’s exactly what we 
did. These taxes are set to expire. In my judg-
ment, if Congress really wants to create a 
progrowth attitude for a long time coming, 
they ought to make the tax relief we passed 

permanent. They ought not to let them ex-
pire. 

My attitude is this about the budget: The 
best way to balance the budget is to keep 
taxes low, encourage growth, which enhances 
tax revenues, and be wise about how we 
spend money. I worry about the attitude, 
‘‘Don’t worry; we’re just going to raise the 
taxes on some to balance the budget.’’ No, 
they’ll raise the tax on some and figure out 
new ways to spend the money. And we’re 
proving that progrowth economic policies 
with fiscal discipline can work, and our budg-
ets are shrinking. The best way to keep them 
shrinking is keep the economy growing and 
be wise about—and setting priorities with 
your money. 

There’s other things we can do in Wash-
ington. We’ve got to make sure health care 
is affordable and available, without inviting 
the Federal Government to run the health 
care system. Got to do something about these 
junk lawsuits that I’m sure you’re concerned 
about. We’ve got to continue to invest in the 
Nation’s infrastructure. 

We also need an immigration system that 
upholds the rule of law and treats people 
with respect. We need an immigration sys-
tem that secures our borders and meets the 
needs of our economy. As I said in the speech 
down in Florida the other day, we need an 
immigration system without amnesty and 
without animosity. In other words, we need 
a comprehensive immigration reform. I want 
to thank you for the stand you have taken 
in working with Congress on comprehensive 
immigration reform. I join you. 

I will work with both Republicans and 
Democrats to get a bill to my desk before 
the summer is out, hopefully. And I thank 
the leadership in the Senate that’s working 
through this issue. I want to thank Senator 
Jon Kyl of Arizona for working hard on this, 
Mel Martinez, Arlen Specter, Lindsey 
Graham. There’s a series of Senators who are 
working with Ted Kennedy, who is a strong 
advocate for comprehensive immigration re-
form. And I appreciate the leadership he’s 
taken, along with Ken Salazar of Colorado. 
We’re making progress. There’s a lot more 
work to be done, and your help is important. 
And so I want to thank you for coming up 
with a rational, reasonable, logical plan. 
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I want to talk to you about the other main 
issue we have here in America, and that is 
your security. The most important job we 
have is to secure the United States of Amer-
ica. That’s the most important job of the Fed-
eral Government. You expect us to spend 
enormous amounts of energy protecting you, 
and that’s what we’re doing. I vowed to the 
American people we would not tire when it 
came to protecting you, and we’re not going 
to. Matter of fact, I spend a lot of time think-
ing about this issue. I wish I didn’t have to 
spend time thinking about the issue, but I 
do because there’s still an enemy out there 
that would like to do America harm. And 
therefore, at this hour, we’ve got men and 
women in uniform engaging our enemies 
around the world. Our strategy is, we’ve got 
to keep the pressure on them. We would 
rather fight them there so we don’t have to 
face them here. 

And the most visible and violent front of 
this global war is Iraq. And it’s a tough fight. 
It has been a difficult year for the American 
people, and I understand that. It reached— 
last year was, this battle reached its most dif-
ficult point to date. The terrorists and ex-
tremists and radicals set off a wave of sec-
tarian violence that engulfed that young de-
mocracy’s capital. It threatened to destabilize 
the entire country. 

So earlier this year, I laid out a new strat-
egy in Iraq. I named a new commander to 
carry it out, General David Petraeus. I want 
to give you some facts about the new strategy 
and talk about why Iraq relates directly to 
the safety of the American people. 

The most important fact about our new 
strategy, it is fundamentally different from 
the previous strategy. The previous strategy 
wasn’t working the way we wanted it to work. 
It’s interesting; they run polls—and I accept 
that—and it said, you know, ‘‘We don’t ap-
prove of what’s happening in Iraq.’’ That was 
what the poll said last fall and winter, you 
know. And had they polled me, I’d have said 
the same thing. [Laughter] I didn’t approve 
of what was happening in Iraq, and so we 
put a new strategy in that was fundamentally 
different. 

First of all, Petraeus, General Petraeus is 
an expert on counterinsurgency, and his top 
priority is to help the Iraqi leaders—who, by 

the way, were elected by nearly 12 million 
of their citizens—secure their population. 
And the reason why is, is that this young de-
mocracy needed some time to make impor-
tant political decisions to help reconcile the 
country. After a thorough review, we con-
cluded the best way to help Iraq’s leaders 
to provide security was to send more troops 
into the nation’s capital, into the country; was 
to send reinforcements to those troops which 
were already there. And their job was to go 
after the extremists and radicals who were 
inciting sectarian violence. Their job was to 
help get Baghdad under control. And their 
job was to continue to train Iraqi forces for 
the day they can secure the country on their 
own. 

Last week, General Petraeus came to 
Washington, and he updated me, and he up-
dated the Congress on the early stages of this 
new strategy—and I repeat, early stages. He 
reminded us that not all the reinforcements 
he’d requested have arrived, that it’s going 
to be at least until the end of this summer 
that he will know whether or not the new 
strategy has achieved successes. And that 
means the strategy is in early stages. 

My view is the Congress and the country 
ought to give General Petraeus time to see 
whether or not this works. And it’s inter-
esting, he goes up in front of the Senate and 
gets confirmed unanimously. And he said, ‘‘I 
need more troops’’—during his testimony— 
‘‘send me more troops, and I will go imple-
ment a new plan.’’ They said, okay, fine, we 
confirm you. And yet there are some doubts 
in Washington whether or not they ought to 
send the troops. The troops are going. The 
strategy is new. And the general said, ‘‘Let’s 
give it some time to work to see whether 
or not it’s successful, and I’ll be able to report 
back to the country by the end of this sum-
mer.’’ 

The most significant element of the new 
strategy is being carried out in the capital. 
The whole purpose is to secure the capital. 
My theory is, and it’s a good one, is that if 
the capital is in chaos, the country can’t— 
it’s going to be difficult for the country to 
survive. 

The strategy is also being carried out in 
what’s called surrounding belts. This is the 
areas that kind of arc around the capital, and 
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it’s a place where there’s been a lot of plan-
ning and plotting and attacking. Three Amer-
ican brigades, totaling about 12,000 rein-
forcements, have taken up their positions in 
the Baghdad area. The fourth brigade, fourth 
of five, is heading into Baghdad this week. 
And the fifth is on its way. In other words, 
you just don’t take five brigades and move 
them in overnight. There’s a sequencing that 
has to take place, and that sequencing is now 
being completed. 

The Iraqis, by the way, have increased 
their own forces. In other words, this is a 
joint operation. This is the Americans and 
coalition forces helping the Iraqis provide se-
curity so that the average person can live a 
peaceful life. That’s what they want. And so 
we’ve got about a total of 80,000 combat 
forces now in the Baghdad area—U.S. com-
bined with the Iraqi forces. The position of 
the forces is shifting. We used to have our 
forces live in bases outside the city. They 
would go in at night or during the day and 
then leave and go back home at night. They 
did a fine job, as you’d expect our U.S. forces 
to do or the Iraqi forces would do so. And 
then when they would leave, killers would 
move back in. 

And so now we’ve got American troops are 
now living and working in small neighbor-
hood posts called joint security stations. This 
is what’s fundamentally different from the 
strategy. Our troops, with the Iraqis, go into 
a neighborhood, and they stay. They operate 
side by side with the Iraqi forces. 

What’s interesting is, is that the plan, Gen-
eral Petraeus’s plan, is to help build trust. 
And when you build trust, you end up getting 
people buying into a centralized government, 
a unity government, a country that is united. 
And not only that, you end up getting co-
operation from people. Remember, most 
people want to live peaceful lives. I hope this 
make sense to you because I firmly believe 
that Iraqi moms want their child to grow up 
in a peaceful world, just like American moms 
do. 

And so we’re seeing some gains. The inter-
esting thing about this is that the nature of 
this strategy is that the most important gains 
are often the least dramatic. It doesn’t gen-
erate much attention when violence does not 
happen. Instead, some important indicators 

of progress in the security plan are less visi-
ble. I would like to share some with you. 

The level of cooperation from local resi-
dents is important; it’s an indication as to 
whether or not we’re making progress. Our 
ability to take weapons off the street and 
break up extremist groups; the willingness of 
Iraqis to join their security forces is an inter-
esting measurement; and finally, it’s impor-
tant to measure the level of sectarian vio-
lence. If the objective is to bring security to 
the capital, one measurement is whether or 
not sectarian violence is declining. These 
measures are really not flashy. In other 
words, they’re not headline-grabbing meas-
ures. They certainly can’t compete with a car 
bomb or a suicide attack, but they are inter-
esting indications. And as General Petraeus 
reported, these are heading in the right di-
rection. 

For example, General Petraeus reports 
that American and Iraqi forces received more 
tips from local residents in the past 4 months 
than during any other 4-month period on 
record. People are beginning to have some 
confidence, and they’re beginning to step 
forth with information, information that will 
help them live normal lives. 

Thanks to these tips the number of weap-
ons caches that are being seized are growing 
each month. Better intelligence has led 
American and Iraqi forces in Baghdad and 
the surrounding belts to conduct operations 
against Sunni and Shi’a extremists. My atti-
tude is, if murderers run free, it’s going to 
be hard to convince the people of any society 
that the government is worth supporting. 
And therefore, the Iraqis and U.S. forces and 
coalition forces are after murderers, regard-
less of their religious affiliation. 

American and Iraqi forces captured the 
head of a major car bombing ring recently, 
the leader of a bombing network with ties 
to Iran, members of a death squad that ter-
rorized a Baghdad neighborhood, the leader 
of a secret militia cell that kidnaped and exe-
cuted American soldiers. These are just some 
examples of what happens when you start to 
earn the confidence of the people. 

Baghdad residents see actions, they grow 
more confident. Interestingly enough, Gen-
eral Petraeus reported that in his short time 
he’s been there and in the short time that 
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this plan is being implemented—remember, 
it’s not fully implemented; three of the bri-
gades are present, are in place; the fourth 
brigade has just moved into Baghdad, and 
it will be in place relatively soon; and the 
fifth is on its way—that in spite of the fact 
that we haven’t fully implemented the plan, 
the number of sectarian murders in Baghdad 
has dropped substantially. 

Even as the sectarian attacks have de-
clined, the overall level of violence in Bagh-
dad remains high. Illegal armed groups con-
tinue their attacks; insurgents remain deadly. 
In other words, as we report progress, it’s 
very important for us to make sure that the 
American people understand there’s still 
issues, there’s still challenges. Illegal armed 
groups need to be dealt with, and we are. 

The primary reason for the high level of 
violence is this: Al Qaida has ratcheted up 
its campaign of high-profile attacks, including 
deadly suicide bombers carried out by for-
eign terrorists. In the past 3 weeks, Al Qaida 
has sent suicide bombers into the Iraqi Par-
liament. Or they send a suicide attack into 
an American military base. These attacks may 
seem like random killing; they’re not. They’re 
part of Al Qaida’s calculated campaign to re-
ignite sectarian violence in Baghdad, to dis-
courage the Iraqi citizen, and to break sup-
port for the war here at home. This is what 
these murderers are trying to achieve. 

I don’t need to remind you who Al Qaida 
is. Al Qaida is the group that plot and 
planned and trained killers to come and kill 
people on our soil. The same bunch that is 
causing havoc in Iraq were the ones who 
came and murdered our citizens. Now, I’ve 
got to tell you, that day deeply affected my 
decisionmaking. And I vowed that I would 
do anything that I possibly could, within the 
law, to protect the American citizens against 
further attack by these ideologues, by these 
murderers. 

And so when I’m talking about Al Qaida 
in Iraq, I fully recognize what happens in 
Iraq matters here at home. Despite their tre-
mendous brutality, they failed to provoke the 
large-scale sectarian reprisals that Al Qaida 
wants. The recent attacks are not the revenge 
killings that some have called a civil war; they 
are a systematic assault on the entire nation. 
Al Qaida is public enemy number one in 

Iraq. And all people of that society ought to 
come together and recognize the threat, 
unite against the threat, and reconcile their 
differences. 

For America, the decision we face in Iraq 
is not whether we ought to take sides in a 
civil war; it’s whether we stay in the fight 
against the same international terrorist net-
work that attacked us on 9/11. I strongly be-
lieve it’s in our national interest to stay in 
the fight. 

As you watch the developments in Bagh-
dad, it’s important to understand that we will 
not be able to prevent every Al Qaida attack. 
When a terrorist is willing to kill himself to 
kill others, it’s really hard to stop him. Yet, 
over time, the security operation in Baghdad 
is designed to shrink the areas where Al 
Qaida can operate; it’s designed to bring out 
more intelligence about their presence and 
designed to allow American and Iraqi forces 
to dismantle their network. 

We have a strategy to deal with Al Qaida 
in Iraq. But any time you say to a bunch 
of coldblooded killers, success depends on 
no violence, all that does is hand them the 
opportunity to be successful. And it’s hard. 
I know it’s hard for the American people to 
turn on their TV screens and see the horrific 
violence. It speaks volumes about the Amer-
ican desire to protect lives of innocent peo-
ple, America’s deep concern about human 
rights and human dignity. It also speaks vol-
umes about Al Qaida, that they’re willing to 
take innocent life to achieve political objec-
tives. 

The terrorists will continue to fight back. 
In other words, they understand what they’re 
doing. And casualties are likely to stay high. 
Yet, day by day, block by block, we are stead-
fast in helping Iraqi leaders counter the ter-
rorists, protect their people, and reclaim the 
capital. And if I didn’t think it was necessary 
for the security of the country, I wouldn’t 
put our kids in harm’s way. 

We’re seeing significant progress from our 
new strategy in Anbar Province as well. 
That’s a largely Sunni area west of Baghdad. 
It’s been a hotbed for Al Qaida and insur-
gents. According to a captured Al Qaida doc-
ument—in other words, according to what 
Al Qaida has said—and by the way, in a war 
to protect America, it’s really important to 
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take the words of the enemy very seriously— 
according to this document, the terrorists’ 
goal is to take over Anbar and make it their 
home base in Iraq. According to the docu-
ment we captured—that is a document from 
Al Qaida, the same people that attacked us 
in America—their objective is to find safe 
haven in this part of Iraq. They would bring 
them closer—that would bring them closer 
to their objective, their stated objective, 
which is to destroy the young Iraqi democ-
racy, to help them build a radical Islamic em-
pire based upon their dark ideology, and 
launch new attacks on the United States, at 
home and abroad. That’s what they’ve said 
they want to do. 

Al Qaida has pursued their objective with 
a ruthless campaign of violence. They can’t 
persuade people through logic; they have to 
terrorize people and force people to try to 
allow them to impose their point of view. And 
not long ago, it looked like they might prevail 
in Anbar—looked pretty grim, it really did. 
Then something began to change because we 
were steadfast, because our troops and our 
diplomats are courageous people. Tribal 
sheiks finally said, enough is enough. The 
local leaders said, we’re tired of it. And they 
joined the fight against Al Qaida. 

The sheiks and their followers knew ex-
actly who the terrorists were, and they began 
to provide highly specific intelligence to 
American and Iraqi forces. In asymmetrical 
warfare, you’ve got to have good intelligence 
in order to be able to deal with the enemy. 
In the old days, you could see platoons mov-
ing, you could see ships floating along, air-
craft in formation flying to a location. In this 
war it’s different. In this war you have to 
know specifically where a IED factory may 
be. You have to know in advance that some-
body’s getting ready to slide into society and 
kill innocent in order to achieve an objective. 
Intelligence is important. And so they began 
to provide intelligence, all aiming to secure 
their part of Iraq so they could live in peace. 

They began to encourage their young men 
to volunteer for the security forces. The 
number of Iraqi Army and police recruits in 
Anbar has skyrocketed. It’s an interesting 
measurement, isn’t it? There’s a threat to the 
security of their people, the local leaders 

said, why don’t you join up to help defend 
us, and the number of recruits is significant. 

Our commanders saw this as an oppor-
tunity to step up the pressure on Al Qaida. 
Our commanders made the recommendation 
from the field that they could use more 
troops to help secure Anbar. And so I or-
dered additional U.S. marines and special op-
eration forces to Anbar; as part of our rein-
forcement package, 4,000 of the troops are 
going into Anbar. 

Together, American and Iraqi forces are 
striking powerful blows. We’ve cleared out 
terrorist strongholds like Ramadi and 
Fallujah. We’re there with the Iraqis so that 
they can’t take those cities back—‘‘they,’’ the 
enemy. American and Iraqi forces are oper-
ating in places that have been too dangerous 
to go before, and people are beginning to 
see something change. 

In Ramadi, for example, our forces have 
seized nearly as many weapons caches in the 
past 4 months as they did in all of last year. 
We’ve captured key Al Qaida leaders. We’re 
on the hunt. We’re keeping the pressure on 
them, in Iraq and everywhere else in the 
world in which they try to hide. These Al 
Qaida leaders are revealing important details 
about how their network operates inside of 
Iraq. 

Al Qaida has responded with sickening 
brutality. They’ve bombed fellow Sunnis in 
prayer at a mosque. They murdered local 
residents with chlorine truck bombs. They 
recruited children as young as 12 years old 
to carry out suicide attacks. But this time, 
the Sunni tribes in Anbar are refusing to be 
intimidated. 

They are showing that Al Qaida’s ideology 
lacks popular appeal and staying power. Ulti-
mately, what matters is what you believe. The 
United States and our coalition and most 
Iraqis believe in liberty. Al Qaida believes 
in imposing their dark vision on others and 
are willing to use death and murder to do 
so. 

I appreciate the determination of the Iraqi 
people. I appreciate their courage. I appre-
ciate the fact that these tribal sheiks have 
stood up in Anbar, and we will stand with 
them. Our men and women in uniform took 
Al Qaida’s safe haven away in Afghanistan, 
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and we’re not going to let them reestablish 
a safe haven in Iraq. 

The military gains achieved by our new op-
erations are designed to give Iraq’s Govern-
ment time to make political progress. We 
fully recognize that the military cannot solve 
this problem alone, that there has to be polit-
ical reconciliation and economic process— 
progress. 

You know, the Iraq Government has been 
in office about a year, and they’re beginning 
to make some progress toward political 
benchmarks it has set, political benchmarks 
I support. The legislature has passed a budg-
et that commits $10 billion for reconstruction 
projects. That’s $10 billion of the Iraqi peo-
ple’s money—positive sign. The assembly 
met. They appropriated money for the good 
of the Iraqi people. They spent $7.3 billion 
to train and equip their own security forces. 
The council of ministers has approved legis-
lation that would provide a framework for 
equitable sharing of oil resources. We strong-
ly believe—by the way, both Republicans, 
Democrats, and independents believe 
strongly—that a good oil bill will help unite 
the country. That’s why it’s a benchmark. 
And they’re making—this Government is 
making progress toward an important piece 
of legislation that would help the security 
track progress, as well as the political and 
economic track. 

The Government has formed a committee 
to organize Provincial elections. That’s im-
portant. If you want people buying into gov-
ernment, there needs to be Provincial elec-
tions, so that when the money is distributed 
from the central government, there’s a rep-
resentative government there to spend the 
money. Leaders have taken initial steps to-
ward an agreement on de-Ba’athification pol-
icy. That’s an important piece of reconcili-
ation that we think ought to go forward. A 
committee is meeting with all major Iraqi 
groups to review the Constitution. And 
there’s a key conference tomorrow and Fri-
day in Egypt, where Prime Minister Maliki 
will work to build greater support from Iraq’s 
neighbors and the international community. 
It’s in the world’s interest that this young de-
mocracy survive. It’s certainly in the interest 
of the neighborhood that Iraq be a country 
that can govern itself and sustain itself and 

defend itself, a Government which rejects 
radicalism. And it’s in the world’s interest. 

And so Condoleezza Rice—I talked to her 
last night on her way out of town—is heading 
over to Egypt. And she’s going to represent 
our country—and she represents it well, by 
the way—and will do so in Egypt. It’s going 
to be an important international conference, 
and I’m looking forward to seeing the out-
come of that conference. 

Iraq’s leaders still have got a lot to do, 
don’t get me wrong. Yes, there’s progress, 
but they’ve got a lot more to do. And the 
United States expects them to do it—just like 
I expect them to remain courageous and just 
like they expect us to keep our word. And 
so what’s interesting is, is that the Iraqis are 
making a calculation: Will the United States 
of America keep its word? Because if not, 
they want to do something different. And I 
think it’s going to be important for us to keep 
signaling them as they make progress, we ap-
preciate the progress; more to do, no ques-
tion about it, and we expect them to do it, 
but they can also count on us to keep our 
word. 

The stakes are high, really high in Iraq. 
General Petraeus is beginning to carry out 
the strategy, yet the Democrat leaders in 
Congress have chosen this time to try to force 
a precipitous withdrawal. In other words, I 
was presented a bill last night that said, 
‘‘There’s a timetable. You had to leave—start 
leaving by July 1st and definitely be leaving 
by October 1st.’’ That didn’t make any sense 
to me, to impose the will of politicians over 
the recommendations of our military com-
manders in the field. So I vetoed the bill. 

That phase of the process is now over, and 
a new phase has begun. Later on this after-
noon, leaders from both parties and both 
chambers are coming down to the White 
House. And I look forward to meeting with 
them. I am confident that with goodwill on 
both sides that we can move beyond political 
statements and agree on a bill that gives our 
troops the funds and the flexibility they need 
to do the job that we have asked them to 
do. 

As we move forward the debate, there are 
some other things that all of us in Wash-
ington should keep in mind. First of all, de-
bate is good. I have no problem with debates. 
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This issue of Iraq and this war on terror de-
serves a serious discussion across the United 
States. We don’t agree on every issue, but 
one of the things I have heard here in Wash-
ington is that people understand the con-
sequences of failure in Iraq. 

If we were to leave Iraq before the Gov-
ernment can defend itself, there would be 
a security vacuum. Extremists and radicals 
love vacuums and chaos. It gives them a 
chance to use their tactics, tactics of death, 
to spread their ideology. The more chaotic 
a region, for example, or the less control 
there is in a region, the more the state looks 
like a failed state, these people that attacked 
us on September the 11th can be 
emboldened. It will encourage them. It will 
enable them to achieve objectives. I’m deep-
ly concerned about a vacuum in Iraq encour-
aging rival extremist factions to compete for 
power. 

I worry about a situation where if radicals 
took control of a country like Iraq, they 
would have oil resources to use at their dis-
posal to try to achieve their objectives. You 
can attack a nation several ways. One, you 
can get 19 kids to fly airplanes into buildings, 
or you can gain control of something a coun-
try needs and deny that country access to 
that, in this case, oil, and run the price of 
oil up, all attempting to inflict serious eco-
nomic damage. 

And by the way, an opportunity for radicals 
and extremists to gain resources would not 
only enable them to inflict economic damage, 
it would enable them to achieve other objec-
tives. They’d have more resources at their 
disposal. All the radicals and extremists in 
Iraq don’t want to attack America, I’m not 
saying that, but many do. And therein lies 
the danger to our country. 

Al Qaida terrorists who behead captives 
and order suicide bombings in Iraq would 
not simply be satisfied to see us gone. A re-
treat in Iraq would mean that they would 
likely follow us here. A retreat in Iraq would 
say to a lot of people around the world, par-
ticularly in the Middle East, America can’t 
keep its word. It would certainly confirm Al 
Qaida’s belief that we’re weak and soft as a 
society. It would embolden them to be able 
to recruit. It would more likely enable them 
to find safe haven and sanctuary. 

No responsible leader in Washington has 
an interest in letting this happen. Whether 
you are a Republican or Democrat, there is 
no benefit in allowing a widespread humani-
tarian nightmare to consume Iraq. There 
would be no benefit in allowing chaos to spill 
out of Iraq and into the broader Middle East. 
There would be no benefit in emboldening 
Iran and endangering our allies in the region. 
And there would be no benefit in allowing 
the same terrorist network that attacked 
America on 9/11 to gain a safe haven from 
which to attack us again. Even if you think 
it was a mistake to go into Iraq, it would 
be a far greater mistake to pull out now. 

This is a frustrating war. Nobody likes war. 
You know, I know full well how many Ameri-
cans react to what they see on their TV 
screens. I wish there was an easy way out; 
that’s what people wish. But there is no easy 
way out. The easy road would be the wrong 
road, in my opinion. Leaving now would be 
short term but bring short-term satisfaction 
at the cost of long-term disaster. The out-
come in Iraq will have a direct impact on 
the security of our people here at home. And 
no matter how tempting it might be, it would 
be unforgivable for leaders in Washington to 
allow politics and impatience to stand in the 
way of protecting the American people. 

Success in this fight is going to be difficult. 
It will require sacrifice. It’s going to require 
time. But for all the—all we hear about the 
consequences of failure in Iraq, we also 
shouldn’t forget the consequences of success. 
I share with people—and I do this quite 
often—but I find it incredibly ironic that dur-
ing my time as President, certainly one of 
my best friends, and soon to be another best 
friend, are the Prime Ministers of Japan. I 
had a very close personal relationship with 
Prime Minister Koizumi. And last weekend 
at Camp David, Laura and I had a chance 
to—at the White House, and then eventually 
at Camp David, we hosted Prime Minister 
Abe. You know, my dad fought the Japanese. 
He was an 18-year-old kid, right out of high 
school, went into the Navy, was a torpedo 
bomber. Many of your relatives did the same 
thing. They fought the Japanese with all their 
soul and all their might in a bloody, bloody 
conflict. Japan was a sworn enemy of the 
United States of America. I doubt in 1948 
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or ’49 anybody could have hardly predicted 
that a President would stand up and say, I 
have found that these two Prime Ministers 
of Japan are good to work with to achieve 
peace. 

It’s an interesting statement, isn’t it, about 
the possibilities of liberty to change history. 
And so with Prime Minister Koizumi and 
Prime Minister Abe, we talked about secu-
rity. We talked about working closely to-
gether to convince the leader of North Korea 
to give up his nuclear weapons ambitions and 
programs. We talked about helping the 
young democracy of Iraq survive in the midst 
of the Middle East. We fully understand that 
the long-term way to protect America is to 
defeat an ideology of hate with an ideology 
of hope. I learned firsthand the power of lib-
erty to transform an enemy into an ally. 

I firmly believe that a democracy can sur-
vive in the Middle East, and I believe it is 
a necessary part of laying a foundation of 
peace for generations to come. 

Good to be with you. Thank you all. [Ap-
plause] Sit down. Thank you. I’ll take some 
questions. Yes, sir. You get to start since 
you’re the boss. [Laughter] 

War on Terror in Iraq/Emergency 
Supplemental Appropriations 

Q. Thank you. In May of 2006, my second 
cousin was on his second tour in Iraq. Cor-
poral Cory Palmer—he’s in the Marines— 
he was on patrol in a Humvee, and they ran 
over a roadside bomb. He and three others 
in that Humvee perished. What do I need 
to do, what do we need to do to help you 
so that my second cousin, and others like 
him, have not died or been injured in vain? 

The President. Thank you. The horrors 
of war come home to every—to a lot of fami-
lies in America. Yesterday I had the honor 
of meeting with moms and dads and wives, 
in this case, children, who have lost a loved 
one. And I’ve met with a lot of families, sadly 
enough. Most of the time, I hear that very 
question. Actually, it’s not a question; it’s a 
statement. 

Here’s what I’ve heard. One, my loved one 
died doing what he or she wanted to do. Two, 
do not allow that loved one to have died in 
vain. In other words, it is an interesting spirit 
amongst the—now, listen, I visit with some 

who say, ‘‘Get out; I wish you hadn’t have 
done this in the first place.’’ But by far the 
vast majority reflect what you asked: What 
does it take? 

First of all, it takes, in order to make sure 
your loved one didn’t die in vain, is to have 
the will and determination necessary to suc-
ceed. One of the reasons I’ve come to speak 
to you is because I must continually explain 
to the American people the stakes in this war, 
the consequences of failure, and the con-
sequences of success. In order for me to do 
my part to make sure your second cousin and 
anybody else who lost a loved one in Iraq 
didn’t die in vain, is to continue to take the 
case to the American people, why what hap-
pens in Iraq matters to them. 

Secondly, one way to make sure that your 
second cousin didn’t die in vain is to remind 
legislators that regardless of their position on 
the war, that they have got to fund our 
troops, that they have got to make sure that— 
without conditions of—that say you’ve got to 
withdraw by a certain date. 

Now, here’s the reason that doesn’t make 
any sense. I’m sure a lot of Americans know 
intuitively it doesn’t make any sense for peo-
ple on Capitol Hill to say, ‘‘You must with-
draw.’’ The reason why is, first of all, we 
ought to rely upon conditions on the ground, 
and we ought to rely upon our military com-
manders and our diplomats on the ground 
to give us advice. It’s the best way to conduct 
a war. 

Secondly, imagine what a thinking enemy 
is doing when they hear timetables. Oh, 
you’ve got to be out by a certain date? Well, 
why don’t we just wait. [Laughter] 

Thirdly, what does it say to the Iraqis? Re-
member, there are a lot of people who basi-
cally wonder whether or not a coalition is 
going to stand with them as they make dif-
ficult choices. And if you’re an Iraqi thinking, 
‘‘Well, I may have some support; I may not. 
And if not, I better start hedging my bet.’’ 
The Government isn’t quite ready to provide 
the security necessary for people to be com-
fortable with a reduced coalition presence. 

And therefore—and by the way, in order 
to make a unified government work, there 
has to be people willing to commit to that 
government. There have to be people willing 
to commit to civil society. Remember, these 
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people are recovering from a brutal tyrant, 
and they have to make a—they’ve got to com-
mit, in their soul that it’s worthwhile, that 
this Government is worthwhile. And they’re 
not willing to make that commitment yet be-
cause they’re uncertain about their future. 

And so a artificial timetable of withdrawal 
is—really affects the psychology of the Iraqis 
as well. That’s why I vetoed the bill. And 
I believe we can work together in Congress 
to get it done. I think that Senators would 
tell you there’s an opportunity. And first of 
all, they got to fund the troops because the 
longer they wait in funding the troops, it’s 
going to hurt our military. The military is 
spending money over in Iraq as we speak, 
and they need money. And if they don’t get 
the money from the supplemental, they’ll 
start taking it from other accounts, which 
could affect readiness. And it begins to affect 
the overall strength of our military. 

And that’s one reason I keep explaining 
that to the American people, so that they un-
derstand that this—these delays, they make 
nice politics in some quarters, but it’s lousy 
for our military and the military families. 

Anyway, good question, thanks for asking 
it. Yes, ma’am. 

Freedom of the Press/War on Terror 
Strategy/Iraq Study Group 

Q. I’d like to know, like a lot of other peo-
ple in this room, we have family members 
who are actively involved in the security of 
this country in various ways. From them, 
we’ve received positive information who we 
consider credible, who say about the success 
and the good things that are happening as 
a result of us being in Iraq. I would like to 
know why and what can be done about we, 
the American people, receiving some of that 
information more from the media, more 
from the overall media. 

The President. If you’re trying to goad 
me into attacking the media, you’re crazy. 
[Laughter] 

It’s interesting, people get their news all 
different kinds of ways. This is an interesting, 
different type of war. I mentioned asymmet-
rical warfare. That means an enemy can use 
inexpensive weapons to try to defeat expen-
sive defensive armament. A car bomb, a sui-
cide bomber, an IED, these are inexpensive 

weapons that create—help them achieve 
strategic objectives. 

It’s also different in that this is a volunteer 
army that we have fielded. And therefore, 
the role of government is to make sure that 
our families are well supported—our military 
families are well supported, that the veterans 
get everything they deserve, and that the 
health care is perfect as possibly can be. And 
we’re working toward it. 

By the way, I was proud of our Secretary 
of Defense the other day. When he found 
a inadequate health care, he responded, be-
cause he knows—and the Congress shares 
the same view—is that when we have some-
body volunteering to be in combat, they and 
their families deserve the best that we can 
possibly provide. 

Thirdly, back to your question. You 
thought I was kind of doing one of these— 
[laughter]—Washington, DC, dodges. 
[Laughter] I talk to a lot of families who have 
got a loved one in Iraq or Afghanistan or any-
where else in this global war on terror, and 
they are in constant communication with 
their loved one. That’s amazing, isn’t it. 
You’ve got a kid in Iraq who is e-mailing 
mom daily, talking about the realities of what 
he or she sees. Information is moving—you 
know, nightly news is one way, of course, but 
it’s also moving through the blogosphere and 
through the Internets. It’s amazing how 
many e-mails I see from people that are writ-
ing in what they think and what they hear. 

We’ve all got—those of us who believe that 
we’re doing the right thing must continually 
speak. Joe Lieberman has been great about 
continually speaking about the con-
sequences. [Applause] Wait a minute—you 
didn’t give me a chance to say something nice 
about Chairman Warner. [Laughter] He, too, 
has been strong. 

It’s just a—I can’t answer your question 
beyond that people just need to be—the best 
messenger, by the way, for us is David 
Petraeus, because he’s actually there in 
Baghdad, and Ryan Crocker who is actu-
ally—he’s the Ambassador who is there in 
Baghdad. And freedom of the press is a valu-
able freedom here, and it’s just something 
that we’ve all got to live with and value it 
for what it is and just continue to speak the 
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truth as best as we can without trying to gloss 
over the inherent dangers. 

The interesting thing I find is that our— 
as the president here mentioned, there have 
been multiple rotations. People have gone 
back to Iraq. In other words, they’ve re- 
upped. And the reenlistment rate is high. 
People are signing up for the first time as 
well. And it’s just an interesting statement, 
isn’t it, about the character of our military, 
a character which is—says that we’ve got 
people willing to serve a cause greater than 
themselves. 

I saw a marine yesterday—came out of 
Anbar. His brother, who was in the Army, 
was lost. And I was comforting his family as 
best as I possibly can, or could. And he said, 
‘‘We’re making great progress in Anbar; I just 
wanted to tell you that, President.’’ You 
know, is he the kind of guy that tells the 
President what he wants to hear? I don’t 
know. All I can tell you is what he told me. 
And I told that to David Petraeus, who con-
firmed it. 

But slowly but surely, the truth will be 
known. Either we’ll succeed, or we won’t 
succeed. And the definition of success as I 
described is sectarian violence down. Success 
is not, no violence. There are parts of our 
own country that have got a certain level of 
violence to it. But success is a level of vio-
lence where the people feel comfortable 
about living their daily lives. And that’s what 
we’re trying to achieve. 

I’m asked all the time about strategies. I 
liked what James A. Baker and Lee Hamilton 
reported back after a serious investigation of 
Iraq. I liked their ideas. And it’s something 
that we should seriously consider. And their 
idea was, is that at some point in time, it 
makes sense to have a U.S. presence config-
ured this way, embedded with Iraqi forces, 
training Iraqi forces, over-the-horizon pres-
ence to provide enough security to know that 
people will have help if they need it, but put 
the—more onus on a sovereign government 
of Iraq, a presence to keep the territorial in-
tegrity of Iraq intact, a special ops presence 
to go after these killers who have got their 
intentions on America. It’s an interesting 
idea. 

By the way, in the report it said, it is— 
the government may have to put in more 

troops to be able to get to that position. And 
that’s what we did. We put in more troops 
to get to a position where we can be in some 
other place. The question is, who ought to 
make that decision, the Congress or the com-
manders? And as you know, my position is 
clear—I’m a commander guy. 

Yes, sir. 

Reconstruction Efforts in Iraq/President’s 
Faith 

Q. We’re General Contractors of America, 
and what are we doing—I don’t hear any-
thing about the reconstruction of Iraq. Could 
you fill us in on that? Are we doing enough, 
as general contractors? And we are at your 
disposal. 

And second is a personal question. What 
do you pray about, and how we can we pray 
for you? 

The President. Thank you. The first ques-
tion, our reconstruction strategy initially was 
to do big projects, and then those big projects 
would be destroyed by the enemy. In other 
words, they blow them up. And it became 
very frustrating. And some of the big projects 
were successful; a lot of them weren’t. So 
therefore we restructured, and we said that 
the best way to help the Iraq—remember, 
Iraq has now put out 10 billion of their own 
money. So, step one, they’re a sovereign gov-
ernment, and if we want to do business with 
Iraq, we can figure out how you can go do 
it—business with Iraq. They’re spending 
their own money. That’s what’s important to 
remember. 

That’s actually a hopeful sign, that they ap-
propriated money in a constitutionally elect-
ed assembly, and hopefully that money is 
spent in a way that encourages all Iraqis to 
have some faith that the central government 
can function rationally. I guess what I’m tell-
ing you is, the security situation was such that 
it made the initial phases of our reconstruc-
tion not as effective as we would have liked. 

Now we’re giving reconstruction money to 
two different groups—two groups of people, 
not different—two groups. One, our military 
commanders. It’s called CERP money. They 
go into a neighborhood in Baghdad that had 
been ravaged by sectarian violence; they 
bring order with the Iraqis; they stay in place; 
they gain the confidence of the people; and 
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there is some reconstruction money to help 
provide jobs of cleaning up neighborhoods 
and rebuilding storefronts. 

The other reconstruction money goes to 
what’s called Provincial Reconstruction 
Teams. These are teams of diplomats living 
out in the hinterlands, working with local 
folks to meet objectives of the local folks, 
so that the people begin to see that there 
is one, security; two, hope; and three, tan-
gible benefits. And that’s how we’re using— 
I’m not exactly sure what a proper role could 
be for you. The good news is I can find out 
pretty quick—[laughter]—‘‘ly,’’ quickly. 
[Laughter] 

The fact that you would ask the question, 
how can I pray for you, speaks volumes about 
the United States of America. I have been 
amazed by the fact that millions of Americans 
of all faith, all political backgrounds, pray for 
me and Laura. And it is an unbelievably sus-
taining. It is comforting. It is humbling to 
be prayed for. Wisdom and strength and my 
family, is what I’d like for you to pray for. 

Yes, sir. 

Spread of Democracy/Freedom Agenda 
Q. [Inaudible] 
The President. Okay, we’ve got dueling 

questions. [Laughter] You just lost, because 
he’s got the mike. [Laughter] It’s the posses-
sion deal, you know? [Laughter] 

Q. You talked about the terror of 9/11, and 
what I wanted to share with you, my wife 
and I had our first child 2 months after 
9/11. We named her Grace because we felt 
that the world needed some grace at the 
time. And what I wanted to—[inaudible]— 
is the fact that our appreciation and keeping 
my family and also the families of America 
safe for the past 5 years is—[inaudible]. 

The President. Thank you. Thank you. 
Grace will live—the question is, will Grace 
live in a peaceful world, today and tomorrow? 
Today, we will continue to stay on the pres-
sure. And we’re sharing intelligence, and 
we’re on the offense. And my attitude is, is 
that if the United States ever let up, it would 
embolden, it would send the wrong signal. 
So we’re pressuring. And I’m—I would hope 
whoever takes my place would have that 
same sense of urgency. You know, no matter 
what you may be hearing, it’s—people, when 

they get in that Oval Office and take a look 
at the realities of the world will, I suspect, 
subscribe to the—that we just need to be 
not only vigilant but pressuring. 

You know, the interesting debate that 
we’re now confronted with is this ideological 
debate about whether or not it’s worth it to 
spread freedom. Should we spread freedom? 
Can the spread of freedom take root in dan-
gerous parts of the world? And is it worth 
it? Does it make sense? 

As you can tell, I’m a strong proponent 
of spreading freedom. First of all—and I’ve 
got confidence that freedom can be spread 
in parts of the world where it may look dif-
ficult at this moment in history to see free-
dom take root. 

I’ve got confidence for a couple of reasons. 
One, I believe in the universality of freedom. 
That means I believe everybody desires to 
be free. I don’t think freedom is uniquely 
American, nor do I think it’s uniquely Meth-
odist. [Laughter] I think it is universal. 

I told you—I also, obviously, believe in the 
universality of motherhood. I believe moth-
ers in Iraq want their children to grow up 
in peace, just like mothers in America do. 
I also believe people in Iraq want to live in 
a free society. I wasn’t surprised; I was 
pleased when 12 million people went to the 
polls. That statement to me was: freedom. 

Secondly, can it take hold in parts of the 
world that some suspect that it can’t root? 
I would remind people of, for example, of— 
I mentioned Japan. There are other examples 
in our history. One of the unique aspects of 
my Presidency is I can predict to you that— 
with relative certainty that a violent part of 
the world, the Far East, is stable and headed 
in the right direction, absent one spot. 

In 1950, that would have been a hard pre-
diction to make. Shortly before 1950, I men-
tioned, thousands of U.S. citizens had died 
in a war with Japan; Mao Zedong was begin-
ning an ascendancy where the form of gov-
ernment was repressed and that no such 
thing as a marketplace—was repressive, and 
there was no such thing as a marketplace. 
And Korea had just been—the Peninsula of 
Korea had just been torn asunder, where 
thousands of U.S. soldiers had died as well. 
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Today, Japan, as I mentioned, is a strong 
ally, an important economic partner and se-
curity partner. South Korea is a strong ally, 
important trading partner, and important se-
curity partner—albeit their democracy went 
through a difficult period of time. Democ-
racies don’t emerge on a straight line. Nei-
ther did ours. Our great democracy enslaved 
people for 100 years. All men were created 
equal, except some. We’re reconfirming that 
belief that all men are created equal. 

And so it takes a while for freedom to take 
root. It’s hard work for societies to adopt the 
habits necessary for a free society to emerge. 
Interesting enough, in China, there’s cer-
tainly not a free society, but there is a free 
marketplace emerging. And in 1950, that 
would have been a difficult prediction to 
make. 

And so I believe liberty can take hold in 
parts of the world because history has shown 
it to be. Different time, no question; a dif-
ferent part of the world, no question. But 
if you have faith in the universality of free-
dom, and if you’ve seen history—liberty take 
hold before, it should give us confidence. 

Finally, it’s necessary for free societies to 
emerge—free societies in the image of a 
country’s own history and tradition. And why 
is it in our interest that that happen? There 
is a root cause, there is a reason why 19 kids 
got on an airplane to come and kill us, and 
that is because societies in that part of the 
world have bred resentment and lack of 
hope. 

I don’t believe you can have a comfortable 
and secure society if half the people are not 
treated equally. There’s something universal 
in our demands to be treated with respect. 
It matters what the form of government is, 
in terms of whether or not peace will emerge. 

And so I believe that the liberty agenda, 
freedom agenda can take root, and I know 
it’s necessary to make sure Grace can live 
in peace. I think people will look back at this 
period of time and make one or two judg-
ments. They’ll either say, what happened to 
them in 2007; how come they couldn’t see 
the impending dangers that the little Graces 
of America would have to live with; how 
come they couldn’t spot the radicalism that 
would emerge even more violent than it had 
been; how come they couldn’t see the fact 

that Iran would become emboldened if the 
United States of America didn’t keep its com-
mitments in Iraq; what was it that prevented 
them from recognizing that nations in the 
Middle East would tend to choose up sides 
and back violent regimes—violent groups in 
order to protect their own selves; how come 
they couldn’t remember the lesson of Sep-
tember the 11th, which said, what matters 
overseas matters at home? Or they’ll look 
back and say, they had faith; they had faith 
in the ability of liberty to transform a region 
into a region of hope that yielded the peace 
so little Grace can be amazed that this gen-
eration has done its job. 

And those are the risks, and that’s the task, 
and God bless you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:44 a.m. at the 
Willard Hotel. In his remarks, he referred to Steve 
L. Massie, chief executive officer, Jack L. Massie 
Contractor, Inc.; Gen. David H. Petraeus, USA, 
commanding general, Multi-National Force— 
Iraq; Haytham Kazim Abdallah Al-Shimari, head 
of the Rusafa Al Qaida-Iraq bomb network; Qais 
Khazali, member, Khazali network, and Shi’a ex-
tremist leader; Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki of 
Iraq; former Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi 
and Prime Minister Shinzo Abe of Japan; Chair-
man Kim Jong Il of North Korea; and Secretary 
of Defense Robert M. Gates. He also referred 
to H.R. 1591. 

Remarks Following Discussions With 
President Ali Abdallah Salih of 
Yemen 
May 2, 2007 

President Bush. It is my honor to wel-
come the President of Yemen to the Oval 
Office. I have gotten to know the President 
over the past 6 years of my Presidency. I feel 
comfortable saying, welcome, my friend. 

I had the privilege of calling President 
Salih after the elections of Yemen. I told 
him—I said it was a remarkable occurrence 
that his great country had a free and open 
election. I’ve had a chance to congratulate 
him and thank him in person today. 

We had a very good discussion about the 
neighborhood in which the President lives. 
And we spent a lot of time talking about our 
mutual desire to bring radicals and mur-
derers to justice. And I thanked the President 
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for his strong support in this war against ex-
tremists and terrorists. 

So I’m glad you’re here. 
President Salih. Thank you very much, 

Mr. President, for the good reception and 
hospitality and also for the excellent and 
fruitful talks that we had. I’m very pleased 
for the limitless support by President Bush 
and the United States for Yemen in the field 
of combating terror. Yemen is an essential 
partner with the United States of America 
and the international community in com-
bating terror. We will continue in this path, 
on this track. 

We had the chance to discuss a number 
of issues with Mr. President, including a 
number of issues in the Middle East region, 
the Palestinian-Israeli problem and the situa-
tion in Somalia, the situation in Iraq, Leb-
anon, Afghanistan. We found a complete un-
derstanding on the issues that we have dis-
cussed with Mr. President Bush. We also dis-
cussed the bilateral relations between Yemen 
and the United States. 

I would like, on this occasion, to highly 
express my gratification and my appreciation 
for the brave position taken by President 
Bush since the first moment he took power 
in this country, since he expressed his belief 
in the establishment of an independent Pal-
estinian state, side by side with the State of 
Israel. And I wish that His Excellency would 
pursue his effort and will continue his efforts 
in implementing the Arab initiative, which 
was adopted in the summit of Beirut, to 
maintain peace in the region. I am sure that 
adopting such initiative would end 70 per-
cent of the problems in the region. 

Of course, you will be in history if you can 
be successful in establishing the independent 
Palestinian state before leaving the White 
House. 

Shukran. 
President Bush. Shukran. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:44 a.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. President Salih 
spoke in Arabic, and his remarks were translated 
by an interpreter. 

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With 
Congressional Leaders 
May 2, 2007 

I thank the leaders from Congress for 
coming down to discuss the Iraq funding 
issue. Yesterday was a day that highlighted 
differences. Today is a day where we can 
work together to find common ground. I will 
inform the Speaker and the leader of our se-
rious intent, and to that end, I am going to 
name our Chief of Staff, Josh Bolten, along 
with Steve Hadley and Rob Portman to work 
with members of both parties to fund our 
troops. 

I think it’s very important we do this as 
quickly as we possibly can. I’m confident that 
we can reach agreement. I know that it’s 
going to require good will, but we all care 
deeply about our country and care about this 
issue. And so I want to thank the Members 
for coming down again. I’m looking forward 
to our discussions. I’m looking forward to 
what will be constructive set of discussions 
and negotiations. 

Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:46 p.m. in the 
Cabinet Room at the White House. 

Remarks on the National Day of 
Prayer 
May 3, 2007 

Good morning, and welcome to the White 
House. I’m honored to join you for this Na-
tional Day of Prayer. I’m sorry Laura is not 
here. She is camping in one of our national 
parks. [Laughter] I appreciate the chair-
man—chairwoman of the National Day of 
Prayer Task Force, Shirley Dobson. Thank 
you for your leadership on this important 
day. And I see you brought your husband, 
Jim. 

The 2007 honorary chairman is with us, 
and that’s Chuck Swindoll. Thank you, 
Chuck, for being here, and I’m glad you 
brought Cynthia as well. Welcome. I appre-
ciate the members of the Cabinet who have 
joined. I appreciate the Members of the Con-
gress. Thank you all for being here. 

And the mayor—Mr. Mayor, thank you, 
sir. It’s good to see you. Thanks for joining 
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us. It means a lot that you’re here. I appre-
ciate Mayor Ron Rordam, Blacksburg, Vir-
ginia. Mr. Mayor, we’re honored you’re here. 
Thanks for bringing Mary. 

Members of the United States military 
have joined us. Thanks for wearing the uni-
form. I appreciate those who are partici-
pating. Rabbi, thank you for your really kind 
remarks and strong statement. I am glad that 
one of my fellow Texans has made it. Mike, 
thanks for coming from Prestonwood Baptist 
Church, Dallas, Texas. And you married a 
woman named Laura. [Laughter] Chaplain 
Houston Yu, Virginia Tech Corps of Cadets, 
proud to have you here. Bishop Coles, thank 
you for bringing Leona. Proud you all are 
here too. Thanks for joining us. 

Appreciate the United States Army Cho-
rus. By the way, Sergeant First Class Alvy 
Powell, friend of Presidents 41, 42, and 43. 
[Laughter] The man has got some longevity. 
[Laughter] 

As Shirley mentioned, since the days of 
our founding, our Nation has been called to 
prayer. That’s exactly what our first President 
did, George Washington. ‘‘It’s the duty of all 
nations to acknowledge the providence of Al-
mighty God, to obey his will, to be grateful 
for his benefits, and to humbly implore his 
protection and favor.’’ It’s interesting that the 
first President said those words. 

For two centuries, Americans have an-
swered this call to prayer. We’re a prayerful 
nation. I believe that makes us a strong na-
tion. Each day, millions of our citizens ap-
proach our Maker. We pray as congregations 
in churches and in synagogues and mosques 
and in temples. We welcome people of all 
faiths into the United States of America. 

We pray as families, around the dinner 
table and before we go to sleep. We pray 
alone in silence and solitude, withdrawing 
from the world to focus on the eternal, 
spending time in personal recollection with 
our Creator. 

We pray for many reasons. First, we pray 
to give thanks for the blessings the Almighty 
has bestowed upon us. We pray to give 
thanks. We give thanks for our freedom. We 
give thanks for the brave men and women 
who risk their lives to defend it. We give 
thanks for our families who love and support 

us. We give thanks for our plenty. We give 
thanks for our Nation. 

Second, we pray for the strength to follow 
God’s will in our lives and for forgiveness 
when we fail to do so. Through prayer, each 
of us is reminded that we are fallen creatures 
in need of mercy. And in seeking the mercy 
and compassion of a loving God, we grow 
in mercy and compassion ourselves. 

We feel the tug at our souls to reach out 
to the poor, the elderly, the stranger in dis-
tress. And by answering this call to care for 
our brothers and sisters in need, our hearts 
grow larger and we enter into a deeper rela-
tionship with God. 

Third, we pray to acknowledge God’s sov-
ereignty in our lives and our complete de-
pendence on Him. This is probably the 
toughest prayer of all, particularly for those 
of us in politics. In the humility of prayer, 
we recognize the limits of human strength 
and human wisdom. We seek the strength 
and wisdom that comes from above. We ask 
for the grace to align our hearts with His, 
echoing the words of Scripture, ‘‘Not my will, 
but thine be done.’’ We ask the Almighty to 
remain near to us and guide us in all we do, 
and when He is near, we are ready for all 
that may come to us. 

Finally, we pray to offer petitions, because 
our Father in heaven knows our cares and 
our needs. We trust in the promise of a loving 
God: ‘‘Ask and it shall be given to you; seek 
and ye shall find.’’ Inspired by this con-
fidence, we pray that the Almighty will pour 
out His blessings on those we love. We ask 
His healing for those who suffer from illness, 
for those who struggle in life. We ask His 
comfort for the victims of tragedy and that 
the injured may be healed and the fallen may 
find comfort in the arms of their Creator. 
We implore His protection for those who 
protect us here at home and in far away 
lands. We pray for the day when His peace 
will reign in every nation and in every land 
until the ends of the Earth. 

The greatest gift we can offer anyone is 
the gift of our prayers, because our prayers 
have power beyond our imagining. The 
English poet Tennyson wrote, ‘‘More things 
are wrought by prayer than this world dreams 
of.’’ Prayer has the power to change lives and 
to change the course of history. So on this 
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National Day of Prayer, let us seek the Al-
mighty with confidence and trust, because 
our Eternal Father inclines his ear to the 
voice of his children and answers our needs 
with love. 

May God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:23 a.m. in the 
East Room at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to Rabbi Michael Siegel, Anshe Emet 
Synagogue, Chicago, IL; Mike Fechner, minister 
of global outreach, Prestonwood Baptist Church, 
Dallas, TX; and Bishop Neavelle A. Coles, Sr., 
Washington, District of Columbia Ecclesiastical 
Jurisdiction, Church of God in Christ. The Office 
of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks. 

Remarks Following a Meeting on 
Immigration Reform 

May 3, 2007 

I want to thank my fellow Americans for 
joining me today to discuss a very important 
issue, and that is immigration. 

In my discussions, I’ve talked to clergy that 
recognize that our country needs a com-
prehensive immigration reform. And part of 
that is to help people learn English. I’ve 
talked to people who’ve worked for corporate 
America—Andy works for Marriott Inter-
national, a corporation that understands that 
it’s very helpful, it’s in their interest to help 
people assimilate. 

I’ve talked to Emilio, who works for the 
Government. He’s the head of the old INS, 
U.S. Citizen and Immigration Services. He 
has the opportunity often to swear in new 
citizens, and he sees the great hope that peo-
ple have. I’ve talked to church workers who 
are reaching out in their communities to help 
people learn the benefits of the language— 
the English language. And thank you for tu-
toring and being kind. 

I’ve talked to people that are raising fami-
lies, that have come from other countries, 
that are now U.S. citizens and understand 
the benefit of what it means to have learned 
English. Francisco said, ‘‘When you learn 
English, doors open up for you.’’ And I ap-
preciate that beautiful sentiment because it’s 
true. 

I strongly support comprehensive immi-
gration reform. One aspect of comprehensive 
immigration reform is to help people assimi-
late into America. And part of that is to have 
a comprehensive strategy to help people 
learn the English language and to learn the 
history and traditions of the United States. 

Comprehensive immigration reform re-
quires us to uphold law and enforce our bor-
ders in a humane way. Comprehensive immi-
gration reform means that we need a tem-
porary-worker program for workers who will 
be coming into our country. It’s a program 
that treats people with respect, a program 
that helps meet the economic needs of our 
country. Comprehensive immigration reform 
means that employers have got to obey the 
law. Comprehensive immigration reform 
means that we’ve got to be humane about 
the nearly 11 or 12 million people who are 
already here. As I said in a speech down in 
Miami, we need to treat these people not 
with amnesty and not with animosity. So it’s 
got to be a rational way forward. 

And I’m looking forward to working with 
both Democrats and Republicans to get a 
comprehensive immigration bill done this 
year. We have a good chance to get it done. 
It’s important for our fellow citizens to un-
derstand, comprehensive immigration re-
form is in the Nation’s interest. And I’ll con-
tinue working with Members of Congress to 
encourage them to do the hard work nec-
essary to make sure a system that is not work-
ing is reformed in a way that meets our na-
tional needs and listens to our national heart. 
After all, America is a land of immigrants. 
Immigration helps renew our soul. It helps 
redefine our spirit in a positive way. 

And I’m so proud to be with you, and I 
thank you for your time. Thank you very 
much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:26 a.m. at the 
Asamblea de Iglesias Cristianas, Centro 
Evangelistico. In his remarks, he referred to Andy 
Chaves, youth programs director and manager of 
workforce effectiveness and diversity, Marriott 
International, Inc.; and Francisco Lara, heavy 
equipment operator, Covanta Energy. The Office 
of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks. 
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Statement on World Press Freedom 
Day 
May 3, 2007 

On this day, we commemorate World 
Press Freedom Day. The United States val-
ues freedom of the press as one of the most 
fundamental political rights and as a nec-
essary component of free societies. In un-
democratic societies where governments 
suppress, manipulate, and control access to 
information, journalists are on the frontlines 
of the people’s battle for freedom. The dan-
ger journalists face in such repressive states 
can be great—and even deadly. 

On behalf of the American people, I salute 
those in the press who courageously do their 
work at great risk. No independent media 
are allowed in countries such as Cuba and 
North Korea, and those who attempt to re-
port are often imprisoned. Repressive laws 
severely restrict journalists and freedom of 
speech in countries such as Belarus, Burma, 
Iran, Libya, Syria, Venezuela, and 
Zimbabwe. We condemn the harassment, 
physical intimidation, and persecution that 
journalists, including bloggers and Internet 
reporters, have faced in China, Egypt, Tuni-
sia, and Vietnam and the unsolved murders 
of journalists in Lebanon, Russia, and 
Belarus. 

Bringing unfiltered information, news, and 
facts to the people and accountability to their 
governments is the hallmark of the fourth es-
tate. Today we salute the free press for its 
dedication to the people’s right to know. 

Statement on the Death of 
Walter M. ‘‘Wally’’ Schirra, Jr. 
May 3, 2007 

Laura and I are saddened by the death 
of Wally Schirra. Wally was a member of the 
original seven, our Nation’s first class of as-
tronauts. ‘‘Jolly Wally,’’ as he was affection-
ately known, was the fifth American to go 
into space and holds the distinction as the 
only astronaut to fly in each of NASA’s pio-
neering space flight programs: Mercury, 
Gemini, and Apollo. His ventures into space 
furthered our understanding of manned 
space flight and helped pave the way for 

mankind’s first journey to the Moon. Laura 
and I join Wally’s family and friends and the 
NASA community in mourning the loss of 
an American hero. 

Message to the Senate Transmitting 
the Singapore Treaty on the Law of 
Trademarks 

May 3, 2007 

To the Senate of the United States: 
I transmit herewith for the Senate’s advice 

and consent to ratification the Singapore 
Treaty on the Law of Trademarks (the ‘‘Trea-
ty’’ or ‘‘Singapore Treaty’’) adopted and 
signed by the United States at Singapore on 
March 28, 2006. I also transmit for the infor-
mation of the Senate a report of the Depart-
ment of State with respect to the Treaty. 

If ratified by the United States, the Treaty 
would offer significant benefits to U.S. trade-
mark owners and national trademark offices, 
including the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office. The beneficial features of 
the Trademark Law Treaty of 1994 (the 
‘‘1994 TLT’’), to which the United States is 
a party, are included in the Singapore Treaty, 
as well as the improvements to the 1994 TLT 
that the United States Government sought 
to achieve through the revision effort. Key 
improvements allow for national trademark 
offices to take advantage of electronic com-
munication systems as an efficient and cost- 
saving alternative to paper communications, 
at such time as the office is ready to embrace 
the technology. The Treaty also includes 
trademark license recordation provisions that 
reduce the formalities that trademark owners 
face when doing business in a country that 
is a Contracting Party that requires trade-
mark license recordation. The goal of these 
provisions is to reduce the damaging effects 
that can result from failure to record a license 
in those jurisdictions that require recorda-
tion. These and other improvements create 
a more attractive treaty for World Intellec-
tual Property Organization Member States. 
Consequently, once the Treaty is in force, 
it is expected to increase the efficiency of 
national trademark offices, which in turn is 
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expected to create efficiencies and cost sav-
ings for U.S. trademark owners registering 
and maintaining trademarks abroad. 

Ratification of the Treaty is in the best in-
terests of the United States. I recommend, 
therefore, that the Senate give early and fa-
vorable consideration to the Treaty and give 
its advice and consent to ratification. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
May 3, 2007. 

NOTE: This message was released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on May 4. An original was 
not available for verification of the content of this 
message. 

Remarks Following Discussions With 
Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong of 
Singapore 
May 4, 2007 

President Bush. Now, Mr. Prime Min-
ister, thank you. Welcome back. Every time 
I visit with the Prime Minister of our friend 
Singapore, we have a strategic dialog. 

And today I talked to Prime Minister Lee 
about America’s desire to stay in close con-
tact with not only Singapore but our partners 
in what we call the ASEAN nations—those 
would be Southeast Asian nations. 

To this end, the Prime Minister has invited 
me and I’ve accepted an invitation to go back 
to Singapore to talk to our partners and 
friends about trade and security, and we’ll 
do so on my way to the APEC meetings in 
Australia. 

Prime Minister Lee. Yes, in September. 
President Bush. So thanks for the invita-

tion in September. That’s right. 
We talked about a lot of issues. We talked 

about our bilateral relations, which are very 
strong, and thank you for your leadership on 
that issue. We talked about Iraq and Afghani-
stan. I thank the Singaporean Government 
and the people of Singapore for supporting 
a Provincial Reconstruction Team in Afghan-
istan, which will help that—the people of 
that young democracy realize a brighter fu-
ture. It’s a strong commitment, Mr. Prime 
Minister. And I also thank you for the mis-

sions and the help you’ve provided to the 
people of Iraq. 

We talked about the Iranian issue. We, of 
course, talked about North Korea. Now, 
there is no better person to talk about the 
Far East with than Prime Minister Lee. He’s 
got a very clear vision about the issues, the 
complications, and the opportunities. 

And so I welcome you back, and thanks 
so much for the amount of time that you’re 
willing to give. 

Prime Minister Lee. Well, thank you, 
President Bush. We had a very good discus-
sion. Our bilateral ties between Singapore 
and America are in very good repair, so we 
spent very little time discussing that. But I 
thanked the President for the steadfastness 
and resolve with which he’s tackling the very 
complicated problems in the Middle East 
and Iraq as well as the Israel-Palestinian 
issue. 

It’s critical for us in Southeast Asia that 
America does that and that the President 
continues to give strong leadership on that 
because it affects America’s standing in Asia 
and the world and also the security environ-
ment in Asia, because extremists, the 
jihadists, watch carefully what’s happening in 
the Middle East and take heart or lose heart 
depending on what’s happening there. 

We discussed America’s relations in Asia, 
with China, with Japan, Korea. Those two 
are important to Southeast Asia because they 
set the context within which Southeast Asia 
can prosper. And good relations between 
America and the major countries, China and 
Japan, are critical because the Southeast 
Asian countries want to be friends with both 
and do not want to have to choose sides with 
either. 

Within Southeast Asia, I encouraged the 
President to deepen and strengthen the al-
ready good ties with—between the Southeast 
Asian countries, ASEAN, and America, both 
as a group and also bilaterally, individually 
with single countries. The President is going 
to come to Singapore for the commemorative 
30th anniversary meeting of the dialog be-
tween ASEAN and the United States. And 
I suggested to the President that we should 
consider suitable new initiatives which per-
haps would be able to take our relations an-
other step forward. 
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But overall, the relations are in good re-
pair. More can and will be done. But I look 
forward to deepening and strengthening not 
just relations but also the friendship between 
our two countries. 

President Bush. Thank you, Mr. Prime 
Minister. 

Prime Minister Lee. Thank you, Mr. 
President. 

President Bush. Thank you all. Thank 
you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:03 a.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. 

Remarks at a Cinco de Mayo 
Celebration 
May 4, 2007 

The President. Thank you all. Please be 
seated. Sientese. [Laughter] Bienvenidos. 
Thank you for coming. Welcome to El Jardin 
de las Rosas. It’s a great place to celebrate 
Cinco de Mayo. As a matter of fact, I’ve been 
looking forward to celebrating this so much 
that we decided to have our own quatro de 
Mayo. [Laughter] 

Thanks for coming. Welcome. I’m hon-
ored to celebrate this important holiday with 
you all. On Cinco de Mayo, we remember 
our close friendship with Mexico and we 
honor and remember the many contributions 
Mexican Americans have made to our Na-
tion. 

I’m sorry Laura couldn’t be here. She’s 
coming back from having camped out in a 
national park with high school classmates. 
I’m honored to be here with the Attorney 
General of the United States, mi amigo, 
Alberto Gonzales, y tambien the Secretary 
of Commerce, Carlos Gutierrez, y su esposa, 
Edi. I’m glad to be here with Dr. Emilio 
Gonzalez, Director of U.S. Citizenship and 
Immigration Services, and Gloria. I appre-
ciate my friend Emilio Estefan for arranging 
this entertainment here in the Rose Garden. 
I welcome the Ambassador to—Mexico, 
Arturo. Bienvenidos. I’m glad you’re here. 
Thanks for coming. 

As you can see, I’m standing up here with 
a mariachi band, initially from Monterrey, 
Mexico—Los Hermanos Mora Arriaga. Wel-

come. Brothers and sisters—I think you told 
me you had 13 brothers and—— 

Audience member. Fifteen. 
The President. ——15 brothers and sis-

ters. [Laughter] We believe in family values. 
[Laughter] 

I want to thank those who wear the uni-
form of the United States. Thank you for 
serving. 

Cinco de Mayo celebrates a great Mexican 
victory at the Battle of Puebla. On May 5th, 
1862, an outnumbered band of Mexican sol-
diers held their ground against a professional 
European army. They triumphed against 
overwhelming odds. The victory inspired 
Mexican patriots in their heroic fight for lib-
erty and for democracy. Cinco de Mayo is 
a joyful day in Mexican history, and it’s an 
important milestone in the history of free-
dom. 

The people of the United States are proud 
to celebrate Cinco de Mayo with our Mexi-
can neighbors. Our two countries continue 
to stand for the principles that the Mexican 
Army defended at Puebla. We believe that 
democracy represents the true will of people. 
We believe that freedom is God’s gift to 
every man, woman, and child on the face of 
this Earth. And we believe that both our na-
tions have a responsibility to share the bless-
ings of liberty. 

The United States and Mexico are bound 
by strong family ties. Mexican Americans 
have enriched our culture by sharing their 
musical and artistic talents. They’ve strength-
ened our economy by opening new busi-
nesses and expanding trade. And they have 
made our Nation more hopeful by leading 
lives of faith and family. 

Mexican Americans have also defended 
the United States by wearing our Nation’s 
uniform. Today, Mexican Americans in uni-
form answered the call to advance the cause 
of liberty, and this Nation is really grateful 
for your service and your sacrifice. 

The patriotism of Mexican Americans re-
minds us that one of our greatest strengths 
is the character and diversity of our Nation’s 
immigrants. Immigration has made our land 
a great melting pot of talent and ideas. It 
has made America a beacon of hope for peo-
ple in search of a better life. 
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In Washington, we’re now in the midst of 
an important discussion about immigration. 
Our current immigration system is in need 
of reform. It is not working. We need a sys-
tem where our laws are respected. We need 
a system that meets the needs of our econ-
omy. And we need a system that treats peo-
ple with dignity and helps newcomers assimi-
late into our society. 

We must address all elements of this prob-
lem together or none of them will be solved 
at all. We must do it in a way that learns 
from the mistakes that caused previous re-
forms to fail. I support comprehensive immi-
gration reform that will allow us to secure 
our borders and enforce our laws, to keep 
us competitive in the global economy, and 
to resolve the status of those already here, 
without amnesty and without animosity. 

Comprehensive immigration reform is a 
vital goal for our Nation, and it is a matter 
of deep conviction for me. I will continue 
to work closely with lawmakers on both sides 
of the aisle to build a consensus for reform 
so Congress can pass and I can sign a com-
prehensive immigration bill into law este ano. 

The United States and Mexico share a 
great border, and we share a hopeful future. 
Tomorrow people on both sides of that bor-
der will celebrate freedom and the courage 
of all who defend it. I wish you a happy Cinco 
de Mayo. Que Dios los bendiga a los Estados 
Unidos y tambien Mexico. 

And now, Los Hermanos Mora Arriaga. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:54 p.m. in the 
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to Emilio Estefan, Jr., chairman, 
Estefan Enterprises, Inc.; and Mexico’s Ambas-
sador to the U.S. Arturo Sarukhan Casamitjana. 
The Office of the Press Secretary also released 
a Spanish language transcript of these remarks. 

Statement on the Resignation of 
Jack D. Crouch II as Deputy 
National Security Adviser 
May 4, 2007 

Dr. J.D. Crouch II came to the White 
House in January 2005 to serve as my Deputy 
National Security Adviser. J.D. has served 
our country with great distinction during a 
critical period in our history, as we confront 

new challenges and pursue a global war on 
terror. In the past 21⁄2 years, his accomplish-
ments have been many. He was at the fore-
front in devising and implementing the new 
strategy to help build a peaceful, stable, and 
secure Iraq. He was instrumental in devel-
oping the new national security strategy that 
charts a course for advancing our interests 
abroad, enhancing global security and liberty, 
and protecting the American people. J.D. is 
leaving the White House, but Steve Hadley, 
all his colleagues, and I have benefited great-
ly from his wise counsel and tireless commit-
ment to public service. 

Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 

The following list includes the President’s public 
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 
not included elsewhere in this issue. 

April 28 
In the morning, at Camp David, MD, the 

President had an intelligence briefing. 
Later in the morning, the President trav-

eled to Miami, FL, where, upon arrival in 
the afternoon, he met with USA Freedom 
Corps volunteer Josh Blyden. He then trav-
eled to Key Biscayne, FL, where he attended 
a Republican National Committee luncheon 
at a private residence. 

Later in the afternoon, the President re-
turned to Miami, FL. 

In the evening, the President returned to 
Washington, DC. 

April 30 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, in the Oval Office, 
he met with President Jose Manuel Durao 
Barroso of the European Commission and 
Chancellor Angela Merkel of Germany, in 
her capacity as President of the European 
Council. 

In the afternoon, the President had a lunch 
meeting with President Durao Barroso and 
President Merkel. Later, in Room 350 of the 
Dwight D. Eisenhower Executive Office 
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Building, he met with members of the Trans-
Atlantic Business Dialogue. 

Later in the afternoon, on the State Floor, 
the President participated in a photo oppor-
tunity with winners of the FIRST Competi-
tion (For Inspiration and Recognition of 
Science and Technology). 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Maurice S. Parker to be Ambas-
sador to Swaziland. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate June Carter Perry to be Ambas-
sador to Sierra Leone. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Kristine L. Svinicki to be a mem-
ber of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Andrew Saul (Chair), Alejandro 
Modesto Sanchez, and Gordon James Whit-
ing to be members of the Federal Retire-
ment Thrift Investment Board. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint the following individuals as members 
of the President’s Committee for People with 
Intellectual Disabilities: Ricardo Barraza, Jr.; 
Sharman Ward Dennis; Carmela Vargas 
Gonzales; Harris N. Hollin; Casey Patrick 
O’Halloran; Thomas J. Reilly; Steven C. 
Rhatigan; and Neil Romano. 

May 1 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, he traveled to 
MacDill Air Force Base in Tampa, FL, 
where, upon arrival, he met with USA Free-
dom Corps volunteer Daniel Middaugh. 

Later in the morning, the President par-
ticipated in a briefing at U.S. Central Com-
mand by Adm. William J. Fallon, USN, com-
mander, U.S. Central Command; Gen. Bryan 
D. ‘‘Doug’’ Brown, USA, commander, U.S. 
Special Operations Command; and Gen. 
David H. Petraeus, USA, commanding gen-
eral, Multi-National Force—Iraq. 

In the afternoon, the President met with 
family members of military personnel killed 
in Iraq. Later, he returned to Washington, 
DC. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
West Virginia and ordered Federal aid to 
supplement State and local recovery efforts 
in the area struck by severe storms, flooding, 
landslides, and mudslides on April 14–18. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
Texas and ordered Federal aid to supplement 
State and local recovery efforts in the area 
struck by severe storms and tornadoes on 
April 21–24. 

May 2 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, he had a breakfast 
meeting with President Alvaro Uribe Velez 
of Colombia. 

In the afternoon, the President had a lunch 
meeting with President Ali Abdallah Salih of 
Yemen. 

The White House announced that the 
President will welcome President Rene Gar-
cia Preval of Haiti to the White House on 
May 9. 

May 3 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 
The President announced his intention to 

nominate Tevi David Troy to be Deputy Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Kerry N. Weems to be Adminis-
trator of the Centers for Medicare & Med-
icaid Services at the Department of Health 
and Human Services. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Cameron R. Hume to be Ambas-
sador to Indonesia. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Bradford P. Campbell to be Assist-
ant Secretary of Labor (Pension and Welfare 
Benefits). 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Charles E. F. Millard to be Direc-
tor of the Pension Benefit Guaranty Corpora-
tion. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Bartholomew H. Chilton to be a 
Commissioner of the Commodity Futures 
Trading Commission. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Jill E. Sommers to be a Commis-
sioner of the Commodity Futures Trading 
Commission. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate James Palmer and Stan Z. Soloway 
to be members of the Board of Directors of 
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the Corporation for National and Commu-
nity Service. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Lorne W. Craner to be a member 
of the Board of Directors of the Millennium 
Challenge Corporation. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint the following individuals as members 
of the Committee for Purchase from People 
Who Are Blind or Severely Disabled: Kath-
leen A. James; Paul M. Laird; Patrick Leahy; 
James Omvig; Alan S. Thompson; and Ed-
ward W. Walters III. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint the following individuals as members 
of the Cultural Property Advisory Com-
mittee: Joan Breton Connelly; Winton S. 
Holladay; Robert Bruce Korver; and Kath-
arine Lee Reid. 

May 4 

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. 

In the afternoon, on the Oval Office Patio, 
the President participated in an interview 
with the BBC. 

The White House announced that the 
President will welcome President Toomas 
Ilves of Estonia to the White House on June 
25. 

The President announced the designation 
of the following individuals as members of 
a Presidential delegation to attend the Res-
toration for Devolved Government in North-
ern Ireland in Belfast, United Kingdom: 
Paula J. Dobriansky (head of delegation); 
Thomas C. Foley; Edward M. Kennedy; 
Howard Dean Pittman; and Richard F. Pow-
ers III. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate William G. Sutton to be Assistant 
Secretary of Commerce (Manufacturing and 
Services). 

The President declared a major disaster in 
Vermont and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the 
area struck by severe storms and flooding on 
April 15–21. 

Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 

The following list does not include promotions of 
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations 
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For-
eign Service officers. 

Submitted April 30 

James Russell Dedrick, 
of Tennessee, to be U.S. Attorney for the 
Eastern District of Tennessee for the term 
of 4 years, vice Harry Sandlin Mattice, Jr., 
resigned. 

Maurice S. Parker, 
of California, to be Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the United 
States of America to the Kingdom of Swazi-
land. 

June Carter Perry, 
of the District of Columbia, a career member 
of the Senior Foreign Service, class of Min-
ister-Counselor, to be Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the United 
States of America to the Republic of Sierra 
Leone. 

Esteban Soto III, 
of Maryland, to be U.S. Marshal for the Dis-
trict of Puerto Rico for the term of 4 years, 
vice Herman Wirshing Rodriquez, term ex-
pired. 

Joe W. Stecher, 
of Nebraska, to be U.S. Attorney for the Dis-
trict of Nebraska for the term of 4 years, vice 
Michael G. Heavican, term expired. 

Kristine L. Svinicki, 
of Virginia, to be a member of the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission for the term of 5 
years expiring June 30, 2012, vice Jeffrey S. 
Merrifield, term expiring. 

Submitted May 3 

Bradford P. Campbell, 
of Virginia, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
Labor, vice Ann Laine Combs, resigned. 
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Bartholomew H. Chilton, 
of Delaware, to be a Commissioner of the 
Commodity Futures Trading Commission for 
the remainder of the term expiring April 13, 
2008, vice Frederick William Hatfield, re-
signed. 

Cameron R. Hume, 
of New York, a career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, class of Career Minister, to 
be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America 
to the Republic of Indonesia. 

Charles E. F. Millard, 
of New York, to be Director of the Pension 
Benefit Guaranty Corporation (new posi-
tion). 

James Palmer, 
of California, to be a member of the Board 
of Directors of the Corporation for National 
and Community Service for a term expiring 
October 6, 2011, vice Donna N. Williams, 
term expired. 

Alejandro Modesto Sanchez, 
of Florida, to be a member of the Federal 
Retirement Thrift Investment Board for a 
term expiring October 11, 2010 (reappoint-
ment). 

Andrew Saul, 
of New York, to be a member of the Federal 
Retirement Thrift Investment Board for a 
term expiring September 25, 2008 (re-
appointment). 

Andrew Saul, 
of New York, to be a member of the Federal 
Retirement Thrift Investment Board for a 
term expiring September 25, 2012 (re-
appointment). 

Stan Z. Soloway, 
of the District of Columbia, to be a member 
of the Board of Directors of the Corporation 
for National and Community Service for a 
term expiring October 6, 2011, vice Carol 
Kinsley, term expired. 

Jill E. Sommers, 
of Kansas, to be a Commissioner of the Com-
modity Futures Trading Commission for the 
remainder of the term expiring April 13, 
2009, vice Sharon Brown-Hruska, resigned. 

Tevi David Troy, 
of New York, to be Deputy Secretary of 
Health and Human Services, vice Alex Azar 
II. 

Kerry N. Weems, 
of New Mexico, to be Administrator of the 
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, 
vice Mark B. McClellan. 

Gordon James Whiting, 
of New York, to be a member of the Federal 
Retirement Thrift Investment Board for a 
term expiring September 25, 2010 (re-
appointment). 

Withdrawn May 3 

Jane C. Luxton, 
of Virginia, to be Assistant Secretary of Com-
merce for Oceans and Atmosphere, vice 
James R. Mahoney, which was sent to the 
Senate on January 9, 2007. 

Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 

The following list contains releases of the Office 
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as 
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of 
Other White House Announcements. 

Released April 28 

Advance text of the President’s commence-
ment address at Miami Dade College 

Released April 30 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Tony Snow 

Transcript of a teleconference press briefing 
by senior administration officials on the U.S.- 
EU Summit 

Text of U.S.-EU Summit 

Text of U.S.-EU Declaration on Advancing 
Transatlantic Economic Integration Between 
the United States of America and the Euro-
pean Union 

Text of U.S.-EU Declaration on Energy Se-
curity, Efficiency, and Climate Change 
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Text of U.S.-EU Declaration Promoting 
Peace, Human Rights, and Democracy 
Worldwide 

Text of U.S.-EU Economic Progress Report 

Text of U.S.-EU Political Progress Report 

Released May 1 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Deputy Press 
Secretary Dana Perino 

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to West Virginia 

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to Texas 

Fact sheet: America and Our Allies are 
Working Together To Keep Our Nations 
Safe 

Released May 2 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Tony Snow 

Statement by the Press Secretary: Visit by 
President Rene Garcia Preval of Haiti 

Released May 3 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Tony Snow 

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing 
that on May 2 the President signed H.R. 753 
and H.R. 1003 

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing 
that the President signed H.R. 137, H.R. 727, 
and H.R. 1130 

Released May 4 

Transcript of a press briefing by Deputy 
Press Secretary Dana Perino 

Transcript of a teleconference press briefing 
by State Department Senior Climate Nego-
tiator and Special Representative Harlan 
Watson, White House Council on Environ-
mental Quality Chairman James L. 
Connaughton, and State Department Cli-
mate Change Technology Program Director 
Stephen Eule on the Third Intergovern-

mental Panel on Climate Change Report on 
Climate Change 

Statement by the Press Secretary: Visit of 
President Toomas Ilves of Estonia 

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to Vermont 

Fact sheet: Job Creation Continues—More 
Than 7.8 Million Jobs Created Since August 
2003 

Fact sheet: The State Visit by Her Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth II of Great Britain and His 
Royal Highness The Prince Philip, Duke of 
Edinburgh 

Acts Approved 
by the President 

Approved May 2 

H.R. 753 / Public Law 110–20 
To redesignate the Federal building located 
at 167 North Main Street in Memphis, Ten-
nessee, as the ‘‘Clifford Davis and Odell Hor-
ton Federal Building’’ 

H.R. 1003 / Public Law 110–21 
To amend the Foreign Affairs Reform and 
Restructuring Act of 1998 to reauthorize the 
United States Advisory Commission on Pub-
lic Diplomacy 

Approved May 3 

H.R. 137 / Public Law 110–22 
Animal Fighting Prohibition Enforcement 
Act of 2007 

H.R. 727 / Public Law 110–23 
Trauma Care Systems Planning and Devel-
opment Act of 2007 

H.R. 1130 / Public Law 110–24 
Judicial Disclosure Responsibility Act 
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