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in order to evaluate program readi-
ness and ensure adequacy and viabil-
ity of continuity plans and commu-
nications systems; and

(e) Support other continuity require-
ments, as assigned by category, in ac-
cordance with the nature and charac-
teristics of its national security roles
and responsibilities

General Provisions

(20) This directive shall be implemented
in a manner that is consistent with, and facili-
tates effective implementation of, provisions
of the Constitution concerning succession to
the Presidency or the exercise of its powers,
and the Presidential Succession Act of 1947
(3 U.S.C. 19), with consultation of the Vice
President and, as appropriate, others in-
volved. Heads of executive departments and
agencies shall ensure that appropriate sup-
port is available to the Vice President and
others involved as necessary to be prepared
at all times to implement those provisions.

(21) This directive:

(a) Shall be implemented consistent with
applicable law and the authorities of
agencies, or heads of agencies, vested
by law, and subject to the availability
of appropriations;

(b) Shall not be construed to impair or
otherwise affect (i) the functions of
the Director of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget relating to budget,
administrative, and legislative pro-
posals, or (ii) the authority of the Sec-
retary of Defense over the Depart-
ment of Defense, including the chain
of command for military forces from
the President, to the Secretary of De-
fense, to the commander of military
forces, or military command and con-
trol procedures; and

(c) Is not intended to, and does not, cre-
ate any rights or benefits, substantive
or procedural, enforceable at law or
in equity by a party against the United
States, its agencies, instrumentalities,
or entities, its officers, employees, or
agents, or any other person.

(22) Revocation. Presidential Decision Di-
rective—67 of October 21, 1998 (“Enduring
Constitutional Government and Continuity
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of Government Operations”), including all
Annexes thereto, is hereby revoked.

(23) Annex A and the classified Continuity
Annexes, attached hereto, are hereby incor-
porated into and made a part of this directive.

(24) Security. This directive and the infor-
mation contained herein shall be protected
from unauthorized disclosure, provided that,
except for Annex A, the Annexes attached
to this directive are classified and shall be
accorded appropriate handling, consistent
with applicable Executive Orders.

George W. Bush

NotE: This directive was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on May 9.

Executive Order 13431—
Establishment of Temporary
Organization To Facilitate United
States Government Assistance for
Transition in Iraq

May 8, 2007

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including section
202 of the Revised Statutes (22 U.S.C. 2656)
and section 3161 of title 5, United States
Code, it is hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. Establishment. There is estab-
lished within the Department of State, in ac-
cordance with section 3161 of title 5, United
States Code, a temporary organization to be
known as the Iraq Transition Assistance Of-
fice (ITAO).

Sec. 2. Purpose of the Temporary Organi-
zation. The purpose of the ITAO shall be
to perform the specific project of supporting
executive departments and agencies in con-
cluding remaining large infrastructure
projects expeditiously in Iraq, in facilitating
Iraq’s transition to self-sufficiency, and in
maintaining an effective diplomatic presence
in Iraq.

Sec. 3. Functions of the Temporary Orga-
nization. In carrying out its purpose set forth
in section 2, the ITAO shall:

(a) support executive departments and
agencies in Iraq in their implementation of
United States Government foreign assistance
in Iraq;
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(b) continue coordination, oversight, and
reporting concerning remaining Iraq Relief
and Reconstruction Fund (IRRF) monies;

(c) assume the functions assigned to the
Iraq Reconstruction Management Office
(IRMO) remaining as of the date of this
order; and

(d) perform such other functions related
to the specific project set forth in section 2
as the Secretary of State (Secretary) may as-
sign.

Sec. 4. Personnel and Administration. (a)
The ITAO shall be headed by a Director se-
lected by the Secretary.

(b) The Secretary shall transfer from the
IRMO to the ITAO the personnel, assets, li-
abilities, and records of the IRMO.

Sec. 5. General Provisions. (a) This order
shall be implemented in accordance with ap-
plicable law, subject to the availability of ap-
propriations, and consistent with presidential
guidance.

(b) This order is not intended to, and does
not, create any right, benefit, or privilege,
substantive or procedural, enforceable at law
or in equity by any party against the United
States, its departments, agencies, instrumen-
talities, or entities, its officers or employees,
or any other person.

(¢) The ITAO shall terminate at the end
of the maximum period permitted by section
3161(a)(1) of title 5, United States Code, un-
less sooner terminated by the Secretary.

George W. Bush

The White House,
May 8, 2007.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., May 10, 2007]

NotTE: This Executive order was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on May 9, and it
was published in the Federal Register on May 11.
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Notice—Continuation of the
National Emergency Blocking
Property of Certain Persons and
Prohibiting the Export of Certain
Goods to Syria

May 8, 2007

On May 11, 2004, pursuant to my authority
under the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701-1706)
and the Syria Accountability and Lebanese
Sovereignty Restoration Act of 2003 (Public
Law 108-175), I issued Executive Order
13338 in which I declared a national emer-
gency authorizing the blocking of property
of certain persons and prohibiting the expor-
tation or reexportation of certain goods to
Syria. On April 25, 2006, I issued Executive
Order 13399 to expand the scope of this na-
tional emergency. I took these actions to deal
with the unusual and extraordinary threat to
the national security, foreign policy, and
economy of the United States constituted by
the actions of the Government of Syria in
supporting terrorism, maintaining its then-
existing occupation of Lebanon, pursuing
weapons of mass destruction and missile pro-
grams, and undermining United States and
international efforts with respect to the sta-
bilization and reconstruction of Iraq.

Because the actions and policies of the
Government of Syria continue to pose an un-
usual and extraordinary threat to the national
security, foreign policy, and economy of the
United States, the national emergency de-
clared on May 11, 2004, and the measures
adopted on that date and on April 25, 2006,
in Executive Order 13399, to deal with that
emergency, must continue in effect beyond
May 11, 2007. Therefore, in accordance with
section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am continuing for
1 year the national emergency authorizing
the blocking of property of certain persons
and prohibiting the exportation or reexpor-
tation of certain goods to Syria.

This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress.

George W. Bush

The White House,
May 8, 2007.



