
600 May 9 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2007 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
10:51 a.m., May 9, 2007] 

NOTE: This notice was released by the Office of 
the Press Secretary on May 9, and it was published 
in the Federal Register on May 10. 

Message to the Congress on 
Continuation of the National 
Emergency Blocking Property of 
Certain Persons and Prohibiting the 
Export of Certain Goods to Syria 
May 8, 2007 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for 
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date 
of its declaration, the President publishes in 
the Federal Register and transmits to the 
Congress a notice stating that the emergency 
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision, 
I have sent to the Federal Register for publi-
cation the enclosed notice, stating that the 
national emergency declared in Executive 
Order 13338 of May 11, 2004, and expanded 
in scope in Executive Order 13399 of April 
25, 2006, authorizing the blocking of prop-
erty of certain persons and prohibiting the 
exportation and reexportation of certain 
goods to Syria, is to continue in effect beyond 
May 11, 2007. 

The actions of the Government of Syria 
in supporting terrorism, interfering in Leb-
anon, pursuing weapons of mass destruction 
and missile programs, and undermining 
United States and international efforts with 
respect to the stabilization and reconstruc-
tion of Iraq pose a continuing unusual and 
extraordinary threat to the national security, 
foreign policy, and economy of the United 
States. For these reasons, I have determined 
that it is necessary to continue in effect the 
national emergency declared with respect to 
this threat and to maintain in force the sanc-
tions I have ordered to address this national 
emergency. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
May 8, 2007. 

NOTE: This message was released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on May 9. 

Remarks Following a Tour of 
Tornado Damage in Greensburg, 
Kansas 

May 9, 2007 

I bring the prayers and concerns of the 
people of this country to this town of Greens-
burg, Kansas. A lot of us have seen the pic-
tures about what happened here, and pic-
tures don’t do it justice. There is a lot of 
destruction. Fortunately, a lot of folks have 
basements here in this part of the world and 
lived to see another day. Unfortunately, too 
many died, and we offer our prayers and con-
dolences to those who died. 

I am struck by the strength of the char-
acter of the people who live here in the 
Plains—people who refuse to be—who 
refuse to have their spirit affected by this 
storm, as a matter of fact, who are willing 
to do what it takes to rebuild in a better way. 
America is blessed to have such people. And 
the people here will be—will find they’re 
blessed to have neighbors who care, a total 
stranger who will come and help them. 

Our role as government officials is to work 
with the State and local folks to get whatever 
help is appropriate here, whatever help is in 
the law to be here as quickly as possible. My 
mission is to—today, though, is to lift peo-
ple’s spirits as best as I possibly can, is to, 
hopefully, touch somebody’s soul by rep-
resenting our country and to let people know 
that while there was a dark day in the past, 
there’s brighter days ahead. 

And so I want to thank the Governor and 
I want to thank the Senators for being here. 
Most importantly, I want to thank the people 
of Greensburg and their neighbors for help-
ing them out. God bless the people here. 
Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:05 p.m. on Bay 
Street. In his remarks, he referred to Gov. Kath-
leen Sebelius of Kansas. 
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Proclamation 8141—Military Spouse 
Day, 2007 
May 9, 2007 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
America’s military spouses inspire our Na-

tion with their sense of duty and deep devo-
tion to our country. On Military Spouse Day, 
we honor the husbands and wives of those 
who wear the uniform of the Armed Forces 
of the United States. 

The husbands and wives of our service 
members have made significant sacrifices for 
freedom’s cause, and they are an integral part 
of the success of our Armed Forces. Spouses 
may endure long periods of separation and 
frequent relocations, and they often set aside 
their own personal and professional ambi-
tions for the benefit of their family and the 
Nation. Despite tremendous personal chal-
lenges, military spouses maintain everyday 
life for their families here at home, while 
sending love, prayers, encouraging words, 
and care packages to their loved ones sta-
tioned around the globe. 

On behalf of a grateful Nation, we salute 
our Nation’s military spouses. For ways to 
support our troops, their spouses, and their 
families, visit americasupportsyou.mil. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim May 11, 2007, as 
Military Spouse Day. I call upon the people 
of the United States to observe this day with 
appropriate ceremonies and activities and by 
expressing their gratitude to the husbands 
and wives of those serving in the United 
States Armed Forces. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this ninth day of May, in the year 
of our Lord two thousand seven, and of the 
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and thirty-first. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
9:16 a.m., May 11, 2007] 

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on May 10, and it was 
published in the Federal Register on May 14. 

Memorandum on Transfer of Funds 
From FY 2007 Economic Support 
Fund Account to the International 
Peacekeeping Account To Support 
Security Sector Reform in Liberia 
May 9, 2007 

Presidential Determination No. 2007–18 

Memorandum for the Secretary of State 
Subject: Presidential Determination on 
Transfer of Funds from FY 2007 Economic 
Support Fund Account to the International 
Peacekeeping Account to Support Security 
Sector Reform in Liberia 

Pursuant to the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and the laws of the United 
States, including section 610 of the Foreign 
Assistance Act of 1961, as amended (the 
‘‘Act’’), and section 301 of title 3 of the 
United States Code, I hereby determine it 
necessary for the purposes of the Act that 
$11 million in FY 2007 funds made available 
under the Economic Support Fund account 
be transferred to, and consolidated with, 
funds made available under chapter 8 of part 
I of the Act, and such funds are hereby so 
transferred and consolidated. 

You are hereby authorized and directed to 
report this determination to the Congress 
and to publish it in the Federal Register. 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on May 10. 

The President’s News Conference in 
Arlington, Virginia 
May 10, 2007 

The President. Good morning. I’ve just 
completed a meeting with Secretary Gates 
and General Pace and the members of the 
Joint Chiefs. I appreciate your hospitality. I 
really enjoy coming to the Defense Depart-
ment to sit at the same table with these dis-
tinguished Americans. These folks are good, 
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