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had to give a speech, would say they just—
they’re just doing what they love to do, and
they represent thousands who are doing the
same thing.

We’re honored that you've joined us. May
God bless you all. Thank you.

NoTE: The President spoke at 2:57 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Jeanine McDermott, wife of Capt.
Michael McDermott, USA.

Statement on the Commencement
Ceremonies at Virginia Tech in
Blacksburg, Virginia

May 11, 2007

Today and tomorrow, students of Virginia
Tech will rise to receive the diplomas they
have earned through years of hard work.
They can be proud of their academic accom-
plishments and excited about the opportuni-
ties their degrees have opened up for them.

Laura and I salute the Virginia Tech class
of 2007. We also remember the students and
teachers whose lives were taken last month.
They will always hold a special place in the
hearts of this graduating class and an entire
nation.

Over the past month, our country has wit-
nessed the compassion and resilient spirit of
the community at Virginia Tech. That spirit
is on display this weekend in Blacksburg,
where thousands of friends and family mem-
bers have gathered to celebrate commence-
ment and pray for this remarkable school.
Our Nation joins them in prayer. And on this
special occasion, Laura and I send our love
and heartfelt wishes to the entire Hokie fam-

ily.

Proclamation 8144—Peace Officers
Memorial Day and Police Week,
2007

May 11, 2007

By the President of the United States
of America
A Proclamation

In every American community, committed
law enforcement officers watch over our
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neighborhoods and work to make our Nation
a safer, more peaceful place. As we observe
Peace Officers Memorial Day and Police
Week, we honor the men and women who
serve the cause of justice, and we pay tribute
to those who have lost their lives in the line
of duty.

By taking an oath to serve and protect their
fellow citizens, law enforcement officers an-
swer a vital calling and accept a profound
responsibility. These extraordinary Ameri-
cans work to uphold our laws and serve on
the front lines in the fight against crime and
terrorism.

We owe a lasting debt to those who sac-
rificed their lives while serving and pro-
tecting our fellow citizens. These fallen offi-
cers live on in our national memory as Ameri-
cans whose courage and commitment have
shown the true meaning of heroism. We offer
our respect and prayers to their loved ones.

On Peace Officers Memorial Day and dur-
ing Police Week, we recognize and honor the
service and sacrifice of the men and women
whose devotion to duty brings honor to our
system of justice and makes America a better
place.

By a joint resolution approved October 1,
1962, as amended, (76 Stat. 676), the Con-
gress has authorized and requested the Presi-
dent to designate May 15 of each year as
“Peace Officers Memorial Day” and the
week in which it falls as “Police Week,” and
by Public Law 103-322, as amended, (36
U.S.C. 136), has directed that the flag be
flown at half staff on Peace Officers Memo-
rial Day.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim May 15, 2007, as Peace
Officers Memorial Day and May 13 through
May 19, 2007, as Police Week. I call on all
Americans to observe these events with ap-
propriate ceremonies and activities. I also call
on Governors of the United States and the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, as well as
appropriate officials of all units of govern-
ment, to direct that the flag be flown at half
staff on Peace Officers Memorial Day. I fur-
ther encourage all Americans to display the
flag at half staff from their homes and busi-
nesses on that day.
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In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eleventh day of May, in the
year of our Lord two thousand seven, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirty-first.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:08 a.m., May 14, 2007]

NoOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on May 15.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

May 5

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, he traveled to Belts-
ville, MD, where he went mountain biking
with members of the President’s Council on
Physical Fitness and Sports. Later, he re-
turned to Washington, DC.

May 6

During the day, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with President-elect
Nicolas Sarkozy of France to congratulate
him on his election victory.

The President declared a major disaster in
Kansas and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the
area struck by severe storms, tornadoes, and
flooding beginning on May 4 and continuing.

May 7

In the morning, the President had separate
telephone conversations with Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh of India and President
Mohammed Hosni Mubarak of Egypt. He
then had an intelligence briefing.

Later in the morning, in the Situation
Room, the President had a video teleconfer-
ence with Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki of
Iraq.
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In the afternoon, in the Yellow Oval Room,
the President and Mrs. Bush hosted a lunch-
eon for Queen Elizabeth II of the United
Kingdom and Prince Philip, Duke of Edin-
burgh.

In the evening, on the North Portico, the
President and Mrs. Bush greeted Queen
Elizabeth II and Prince Philip. They then
participated in a photo opportunity in the
Grand Foyer.

Later in the evening, in the East Room,
the President and Mrs. Bush, Vice President
Dick Cheney and Mrs. Cheney, and Queen
Elizabeth II and Prince Philip attended a
performance by Itzhak Perlman.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Henrietta Holsman Fore to be Ad-
ministrator of the U.S. Agency for Inter-
national Development.

May 8

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing.

In the afternoon, in the Yellow Oval Room,
the President met with Republican Members
of the House of Representatives.

In the evening, the President and Mrs.
Bush went to the British Embassy where
they met with Queen Elizabeth II of the
United Kingdom and Prince Philip, Duke of
Edinburgh. Later, they returned to the
White House.

May 9

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. He then traveled to McCon-
nell Air Force Base in Wichita, KS. Later,
aboard Marine One, he traveled to Greens-
burg, KS, where he took an aerial tour of
the area damaged by severe storms, torna-
does, and flooding on May 4.

In the afternoon, the President took a
walking tour of the damaged area and met
with affected families. Later, in the Emer-
gency Operations Center, he participated in
a briefing on recovery efforts.

Later in the afternoon, the President re-
turned to Washington, DC.

May 10

In the morning, the President had separate
telephone conversations with President Luiz
Inacio Lula da Silva of Brazil and President



