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and all members of the international commu-
nity to reject any efforts to obstruct imple-
mentation of the agreements that would
bring peace to Darfur and Sudan.

I call on President Bashir to stop his ob-
struction and to allow the peacekeepers in
and to end the campaign of violence that con-
tinues to target innocent men, women, and
children. And T promise this to the people
of Darfur: The United States will not avert
our eyes from a crisis that challenges the con-
science of the world.

Thank you very much.

NotE: The President spoke at 8:01 a.m. in the
Diplomatic Reception Room at the White House.
In his remarks, he referred to President Umar
Hassan Ahmad al-Bashir of Sudan.
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I've just had an extensive briefing on the
fires here in Georgia and Florida. You can
see on the map back there, the fire covers
a lot of area. A lot of timberland is being
burnt down. A lot of people’s livelihoods are
being affected. A lot of good country is being
destroyed. And a lot of good people are fight-
ing the fires.

First, I appreciate very much the folks that
have put a strategy in place to deal with these
fires. They're doing their very best to contain
the fires. But the best solution, of course,
would be if the weather patterns change. And
until that, they’re going to be fighting these
fires. And we’ve got a lot of brave men and
women on the frontlines doing it.

Secondly, I got a briefing from the local
officials about what the Federal Government
ought to continue to do. Right now, the co-
ordination is good, in terms of fighting the
fires. The question is, can we help them even
more? And so welll take back the rec-
ommendations to Washington. Secretary
Chertoff will look very carefully at the rec-
ommendations, and then work closely with
Senator Chambliss and Senator Martinez
about what we can do to help the good peo-
ple down here.
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It’s a very difficult period for the people,
particularly in southeast Georgia and north
Florida. A lot of lives are being affected. I've
come down to let the people know that we
are concerned about their livelihood, that I'm
fully aware of the nature of these fires, that
we strongly support the efforts being done
here to fight these fires, and we wish the
people all the best.

In the meantime, we’ll be analyzing ways
that we can help even further. Thank you.

NoTE: The President spoke at 10:27 a.m. at Air-
port Fire Station Number Five at the Brunswick
Golden Isles Airport.
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Thank you all very much. Please be seated,
unless, of course, you don’t have a chair.
[Laughter] Thanks for having me. I'm hon-
ored to be here at the headquarters of the
Federal Law Enforcement Training Center.

I don’t know whether you realize this or
not, but the Government originally planned
to open this center inside the Capital Belt-
way. No one looks very sad that we didn’t
open it in front of the Capital Beltway.
[Laughter] It’s a spectacular place to have
this center. It is a glorious place to live. I'm
honored to be in your presence. Thanks for
letting me come by and share some thoughts
with you.

I want to thank Director Patrick for her
strong leadership and her kind introduction.
I appreciate very much the tour I have just
taken. A lot of our fellow citizens probably
don’t know what goes on here, but this is
a center full of smart, capable instructors
who are helping to train men and women
who've volunteered to serve our country on
the frontlines of protecting the homeland. I
am grateful to be in your midst. I thank those
of you who work here; I thank those of you
who are being trained here; and I thank your
families as well.

We have a mission, a vital mission, and
that’s to protect our country. And you all are
on the frontlines of that protection. And it
gives me great confidence when I meet you



