
803 Administration of George W. Bush, 2007 / June 14 

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:14 p.m. at the 
Washington Convention Center. In his remarks, 
he referred to Chairman Kim Jong Il of North 
Korea. 

Memorandum on Maritime Security 
(Piracy) Policy 

June 13, 2007 

Memorandum for the Vice President, the 
Secretary of State, the Secretary of the 
Treasury, the Secretary of Defense, the 
Attorney General, the Secretary of 
Commerce, the Secretary of Transportation, 
the Secretary of Energy, the Secretary of 
Homeland Security, Assistant to the 
President and Chief of Staff, Director of the 
Office of Management and Budget, Director 
of National Intelligence, Assistant to the 
President for National Security Affairs, 
Counsel to the President, Assistant to the 
President for Homeland Security and 
Counterterrorism, Director of the Central 
Intelligence Agency, Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, Director of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, and Director, 
National Counterterrorism Center 

Subject: Maritime Security (Piracy) Policy 
The attached Policy for the Repression of 

Piracy and Other Criminal Acts of Violence 
at Sea (Piracy Policy) is approved for imme-
diate implementation, consistent with appli-
cable law and subject to the availability of 
appropriations. The policy shall be appended 
to the National Strategy for Maritime Secu-
rity as Annex B. 

This policy responds to the emergence of 
high-risk maritime areas that threaten U.S. 
interests. Recent instances of piracy have 
highlighted the need for this policy in order 
to coordinate U.S. Government response and 
to promote international solutions. This pol-
icy advances our commitment to cooperate 
with other states, regional and international 
organizations, and the maritime industry in 
order to counter this threat. The United 
States has long been a leader in the protec-
tion of navigational rights and freedoms. Our 
objectives consistently have been to promote 
and facilitate peaceful international uses of 
the oceans. We recognize that all nations 

have an interest and responsibility in pro-
tecting those rights and freedoms. 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: This memorandum and its attached annex 
were released by the Office of the Press Secretary 
on June 14. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With 
Military Leaders 
June 14, 2007 

It’s been my honor to receive General 
Dempsey and his wife here to the Oval Of-
fice to thank both of them for their service 
to the country. General Dempsey has just 
come out of Iraq, where he is working with 
the Iraqi troops to prepare for—to prepare 
them for the day when they will be respon-
sible for the security of their country. He ex-
plained to me the progress that has been 
made over the years that he has been there. 
Obviously, we have still more work to do. 

But I—my main purpose of inviting the 
general here is to hear his summary, but to 
thank him. It’s an extraordinary country 
where people volunteer to go into combat 
zones to protect the security of the United 
States of America. No more important mis-
sion for our military than Iraq and Afghani-
stan. 

And General Dempsey and his family have 
been very much involved in this war on ter-
ror. And we appreciate you and thank you 
and wish you all the best in your next assign-
ment. 

Thanks for being here. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:22 a.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. Participating in 
the meeting were Vice President Dick Cheney; 
Gen. Peter Pace, USMC, Chairman, Joint Chiefs 
of Staff; and Lt. Gen. Martin E. Dempsey, USA, 
former commander, Multi-National Security 
Transition Command—Iraq, and his wife, Deanie. 

Remarks to the Associated Builders 
and Contractors 
June 14, 2007 

Thank you all. Thank you. Thanks for com-
ing. I’m proud to be with you; glad to be 
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