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order during the past fiscal year, including
a description of the research carried out or
supported by the Department of Health and
Human Services, including the National In-
stitutes of Health, and other developments
in the science of pluripotent stem cells not
derived from human embryos.

Sec. 2. Policy. The activities undertaken
and supported by and under the direction
of the Secretary shall be clearly consistent
with the following policies and principles:

(a) the purposes of this order are (i) to
direct the Department of Health and Human
Services, including the National Institutes of
Health, to intensify peer reviewed research
that may result in improved understanding
of or treatments for diseases and other ad-
verse health conditions, and (ii) to promote
the derivation of human pluripotent stem cell
lines from a variety of alternative sources
while clearly meeting the standard set forth
in section 1(a) of this order;

(b) it is critical to establish moral and eth-
ical boundaries to allow the Nation to move
forward vigorously with medical research,
while also maintaining the highest ethical
standards and respecting human life and
human dignity;

(c) the destruction of nascent life for re-
search violates the principle that no life
should be used as a mere means for achieving
the medical benefit of another;

(d) human embryos and fetuses, as living
members of the human species, are not raw
materials to be exploited or commodities to
be bought and sold; and

(e) the Federal Government has a duty to
exercise responsible stewardship of taxpayer
funds, both supporting important medical re-
search and respecting ethical and moral
boundaries.

Sec. 3. Interpretation of this Order. (a)
For purposes of this order, the term “human
embryo” shall mean any organism, not pro-
tected as a human subject under 45 CFR 46
as of the date of this order, that is derived
by fertilization, parthenogenesis, cloning, or
any other means from one or more human
gametes or human diploid cells.

(b) For purposes of this order, the term
“subjecting to harm a human embryo™ shall
mean subjecting such an embryo to risk of
injury or death greater than that allowed for
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research on fetuses in utero under 45 CFR
46.204(b) and section 498(b) of the Public
Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 289¢(b)) as
of the date of this order.

(c) Nothing in this order shall be construed
to affect any policy, guideline, or regulation
regarding embryonic stem cell research,
human cloning by somatic cell nuclear trans-
fer, or any other research not specifically au-
thorized by this order, or to forbid the use
of existing stem cell lines deemed eligible for
other federally funded research in accord-
ance with the presidential policy decision of
August 9, 2001, for research specifically au-
thorized by this order.

Sec. 4. General Provisions. (a) This order
shall be implemented consistent with appli-
cable law and subject to the availability of
appropriations.

(b) This order is not intended to, and does
not, create any right, benefit, or privilege,
substantive or procedural, enforceable at law
or in equity, by any party against the United
States, its departments, agencies, or entities,
its officers, employees, or agents, or any
other person.

George W. Bush

The White House,
June 20, 2007.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:09 a.m., June 21, 2007]

NoOTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on June 22.

Remarks Following a Meeting With
the House Republican Conference
and an Exchange With Reporters

June 20, 2007

The President. I want to thank Congress-
men Boehner, Blunt, and other leaders of
the House of Representatives for coming
today. We just had a discussion about how
we will work together to make sure that when
we spend the taxpayers’ money, we do so in
a way that is fiscally sound and keeps our
economy growing. I have submitted a budget
to the Congress that sets priorities—no
greater priority, by the way, than defending
this homeland against attack. It’s a budget
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that keeps taxes low so the economy con-
tinues to grow. And it’s a budget that will
balance—be in balance in 5 years.

Now, there’s an alternative budget that has
been presented in the Congress by the
Democrats, which will increase spending by
a significant amount, in our view, and will
require tax raises in order to meet that
spending. We don’t think that’s right for the
country. We don’t think that's a good way
to keep the economy strong. And we think
we ought to be trusting taxpayers with their
own money, so they can make choices with
their money.

And so, to this end, the Members of Con-
gress delivered me a letter—147 signatures
on it—that said they will support me on any
veto of a bill that is—exceeds the spending
limits that we collectively think is necessary
for the good of the country.

And I want to thank the Members for com-
ing. I assured them that I'm going to work
with them to represent the taxpayers and the
working people of the United States, rep-
resent the small-business owners that are
working hard to realize their dreams and in-
crease their payrolls. And we will be effective

by working together.

And I thank these leaders for coming down
and spending time with us to talk about this
important strategy. Of course, we talk all the
time because we've got a common goal,
which is to keep the economy strong and the
Nation safe. And I appreciate you working
with us to achieve that objectives.

Thank you. Thank you.

Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg of New
York City, NY

Q. What do you think about Bloomberg?

The President. That's a fine news organi-
zation, but who do you work—no. [Laughter]

NotE: The President spoke at 3:24 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. A portion of
these remarks could not be verified because the
tape was incomplete.
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Joint Statement on the Conference
on the Caribbean
June 20, 2007

1. We, the Heads of State and Govern-
ment of the United States of America and
of the Caribbean Community Nations of An-
tigua and Barbuda, The Bahamas, Barbados,
Belize, Dominica, Grenada, Guyana, Haiti,
Jamaica, St. Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, St.
Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, and
Trinidad and Tobago, meeting in Wash-
ington D.C. on June 20, 2007, reaffirm our
unequivocal commitment to a secure and
prosperous region and future for the benefit
of all of our citizens.

2. Recalling our shared history of democ-
racy, respect for human rights, social justice,
and cultural and ethnic diversity, we high-
light the value of our enduring friendship and
recommit ourselves to enhancing our part-
nership to reinforce the development aspira-
tions that guide our mutual priorities.

3. We pledge to continue promoting the
consolidation of democratic norms, values,
and institutions throughout the hemisphere
and to enhance accountability and respect for
individual rights.

4. We agree to take steps to expand eco-
nomic opportunities for our people, to ad-
dress the threats of terrorism and crime, and
to provide the benefits of democracy to all
members of our societies, recognizing that
democracy will best flourish if our societies
are stable and our economies are prosperous.

5. We recognize the establishment of the
CARICOM Single Market and Economy as
a critical element of the growth and develop-
ment strategy of the Caribbean Community.

6. We are determined to strengthen our
existing trade arrangements. We acknowl-
edge President Bush’s announcement to
work with Congress to extend and update the
Caribbean Basin Trade Promotion Act and
the 1991 Trade and Investment Framework
Agreement. We further commit to the har-
monization of customs procedures consistent
with global standards and the advancement
of technical trade cooperation.

7. We reiterate our support for Caribbean
efforts to expand the services sector, and en-
courage a focus on the international financial
services sector to facilitate a competitive



