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NoTE: The President spoke at 2:18 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. Partici-
pating in the discussion were Secretary of Health
and Human Services Michael O. Leavitt; John B.
Breaux, senior counsel, Patton Boggs; Stuart M.
Butler, vice president of domestic and economic
policy studies, Heritage Foundation; Len Nichols,
director, health policy program, New America
Foundation; C. Eugene Steuerle, senior fellow,
the Urban Institute; Grace-Marie Turner, presi-
dent, the Galen Institute; and Gail Wilensky, sen-
ior fellow, Project HOPE.

Remarks at Opening Day of 2007
White House Tee-Ball

June 27, 2007

Ladies and gentlemen, welcome to open-
ing day right here on the South Lawn of the
White House. Jonas Brothers, thank you
guys. It's good to see you. Proud you're here.
As usual, you did a fantastic job with the na-
tional anthem. Just give them a hand.

I'm proud to be here with the commis-
sioner of tee-ball today, two-time Olympic
gold medalist, Michele Smith. Thanks for
coming, Michele. Proud to be with you.

First, we want to welcome to tee-ball here
on the South Lawn the Bobcats from Alle-
gany County Little League, Cumberland,
Maryland. And we want to welcome their
mighty opponent from Luray, Virginia, the
Red Wings. The commissioner and I wish
the girls all the very best. We want to thank
the coaches, and of course we want to thank
the parents for coming. We welcome you
here—opening day of tee-ball on the South
Lawn.

I do want to thank the Arizona Wildcat
national champs for joining us today. Taryne
Mowatt, the coach at first base—Taryne,
thanks for coming. Congratulations—Caitlin
Lowe, the third base coach. We've got bench
coaches; we've got the team. We want to wish
you all the very best next year. For—that
would be a three-peat, right? Good luck to
you all. Thanks for setting such a fine exam-

le.
P One reason that we invited the Wildcats
to come today to honor these girls softball
teams is because it’s in the Nation’s interest
to promote women athletics. We're a big be-
liever in Title IX programs. We think it’s
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good for America that our women are playing
sports. And the best way to convince women
to play sports is to start early. So these
champs are here to encourage these young
girls to play hard, play often, and play good,
and one day you may be national champs as
well. So thanks for coming. We're glad you're
here.

I do want to thank Mayor Ralph Dean of
Luray. I forgot to welcome you, Mr. Mayor.
We're proud you're here. Thanks for coming.
We want to thank Girl Scouts of USA for
joining us today. Girls, thanks for bearing the
colors. We thank you for coming. We're
proud you're here. Thanks for being Scouts.

And by the way, we're about to get the
first pitch in. And Meredith Cripe is going
to give me the ball in a minute. Meredith,
we're really glad you're here. Thanks for
coming. It’s a big day to be here to put out
the first pitch on opening day, and we're glad
we selected you.

I do want to thank Hannah Storm, the an-
nouncer today. Hannah, thanks for lending
your talent—mother of three soon-to-be all-
star softball players. We're glad you're here.
We want to thank the Little League Inter-
national staff. Thanks for putting on this
event. Thanks for supporting Little League
baseball. Thanks for helping our kids under-
stand the blessings of exercise and team
sports.

I do want to thank representatives from
the YWCA, the Boys and Girls Club of Amer-
ica, and Girls on the Run.

And finally, after this event, the commis-
sioner and I are going to present each of you
all a token of our appreciation for you com-
ing, and we're also going to say thanks to
Erica Minor, who is the youth volunteer. We
like to honor people who serve their neigh-
bors, love a neighbor like they'd like to be
loved themselves. And Erica is such a person.

And now, before we begin the game and
before you give me the ball, Meredith, we’re
going to have the Little League Pledge. Are
you ready? Ready to go? Here we go.

[At this point, the pledge was recited. ]
Play ball.
NOTE: The President spoke at 3:16 p.m. on the

South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to entertainers the Jonas Brothers;
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Meredith Cripe, member, Chantilly, Virginia, Lit-
tle League Challenger League; and Hannah
Storm, anchor, CBS News “The Early Show.”

Statement on the Appointment of
Tony Blair as Quartet Representative
in the Middle East

June 27, 2007

Earlier today I spoke with Prime Minister
Blair. It has been my pleasure to work with
Tony Blair over the last 6% years. He is not
only a friend but is also a visionary leader
who has prepared his country to face chal-
lenges and opportunities over the horizon.
Tony is a man who stands up for his beliefs
and has the courage of his convictions. Be-
cause of his steadfast resolve in the war on
terror, millions of people around the world
now enjoy the great rights of freedom and
democracy.

I am pleased that this capable man has
agreed to continue his work for peace in the
Middle East. I welcome the appointment of
Tony Blair as the Quartet representative. In
his new role, Tony will help Palestinians de-
velop the political and economic institutions
they will need for a democratic, sovereign
state able to provide for its people and live
in peace and security with Israel. I thank him
for his willingness to give his time to this
goal, which would be a historic step toward
peace in the Middle East.

As he leaves the post of Prime Minister
and as he undertakes a new role as Quartet
representative, the people of the United
States of America express our gratitude for
his strong friendship and his continued ef-
forts to lay the foundations for freedom in
the Middle East.

Remarks on the Nomination of
Admiral Michael G. Mullen To Be
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
and General James E. Cartwright To
Be Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff

June 28, 2007

The President. Good morning. Thank you
all for coming. Mr. Secretary, thank you for
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joining us. I am sending to the United States
Senate my nomination of Admiral Mike
Mullen to be America’s next Chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, and I'm sending my
nomination of General James Cartwright to
be the next Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff.

Mike Mullen and Hoss Cartwright are ex-
perienced military officers. Theyre highly
qualified for these important positions. I
thank them for agreeing to serve their coun-
try in these new capacities. We welcome
Mike’s wife, Deborah, and sons, John and
Michael. Thank you all for coming. Thanks
for wearing the uniform. Hoss’s wife got
stuck on an airplane. [Laughter] I'm sure
she’s going to forgive him—/[laughter]—and
hopefully forgive me. I thank you all for
being here and joining on this—joining these
good men on this exciting day for them.

America is at war, and we’re at war with
brutal enemies who have attacked our Nation
and who would pursue nuclear weapons, who
would use their control over oil as economic
blackmail, and who intend to launch new at-
tacks on our country. In such times, one of
the most important decisions a President
makes is the appointment of the Chairman
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. The Chairman
is our Nation’s highest-ranking military offi-
cer. He is the principal military adviser to
the President, to the Secretary of Defense,
the National Security Council, and the
Homeland Security Council. He is respon-
sible for ensuring that our military forces are
ready to meet any challenge.

Admiral Mike Mullen is uniquely qualified
to take on these important responsibilities.
Mike has had an illustrious military career,
spanning nearly four decades. He graduated
from the United States Naval Academy in
1968. He earned an advanced degree from
the Naval Postgraduate School. He has com-
manded three ships, a cruiser-destroyer
group, and an aircraft carrier battle group.
He served as commander of NATO’s Joint
Forces Command in Naples, Italy, with re-
sponsibility for Alliance missions in the Bal-
kans, Iraq, and Mediterranean. He served as
commander of U.S. Naval Forces Europe.

At the Pentagon, he has served as the
Navy’s Director of Surface Warfare, Deputy



